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 This Bible reading program is intended to make the Holy 
Scriptures come alive to God’s people. In it I have tried to make the 
“boring” parts more interesting by explaining how the scriptures refer 
to one another and how the entire Bible – from Genesis to maps – is a 
wonderful mosaic that is truly inspired by God and practical for 
today’s Christian.  

 
This project is the result of a love for the Word of God and an 

observed need in the body of Christ to have a fuller understanding of 
what the Bible teaches. I have worked hard to point out the connection 
between the Old and New Testaments, so that the reader can see the 
continuity of the plan of God from the Garden of Eden to the second 
coming of Jesus. To that end, you will notice many cross-references in 
your notes. 

         
To keep interest going throughout the year I have mixed readings 

from the Old and New Testament every day. There will still, most 
likely, be times when interest wanes or time constraints put pressure 
on your schedule, but accept that as fact and keep on going. You will 
never regret finishing this study even if it takes more than a year.   

 
 

May God richly bless, 
 

Pastor Phil Ellsworth 
         
 



 
THE OLD TESTAMENT 

         
The Old Testament, as arranged in your Bible, is divided up into 

three categories:  
1) Law and History (Genesis - Esther),  
2) Wisdom or Poetry (Job - Song of Solomon) and  
3) Prophets (Isaiah - Malachi).  

 
The Prophets are further divided into Major (Jeremiah - Daniel) 

and Minor (Hosea - Malachi) Prophets. Although this is an orderly 
way to arrange the Old Testament, I have always wanted to know how 
and where the poetry and especially the prophets fit into the history of 
Israel.  

This commentary is a result of that desire. I have called upon 
several Bible commentaries, 28 years of study and "on the job 
training" to put this together.  

In this study, the Old Testament reading is assigned 
chronologically rather than from Genesis to Malachi. In that way you 
can get a panoramic view of the Old Testament - where the prophets 
prophesied and the songwriters wrote. 

  
 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 
         
The New Testament is likewise assigned chronologically. You will 

read Paul's letters inserted in the book of Acts as he wrote them. The 
books written after Acts are placed chronologically so you can enjoy 
the growth, thought, and challenges of the first century church.   

There is one notable exception. I decided not to mix the Gospels 
into one story for each writer had emphases that I believe would be 
lost in a "harmony of the Gospels." I do value such harmonies when 
studying the life of Jesus, but my goal is to have this study educate 
your heart as well as your mind. I believe that it is important to review 
the life and ministry of Jesus throughout the year. Therefore, I have 
assigned both Mark and Matthew later in the year to keep the life of 
Jesus before us. For that is what the Bible is all about. 

                 
                                       Pastor Phil 



 
THROUGH THE BIBLE IN A YEAR 

 
READING SCHEDULE 

 
 

JANUARY 
 
 
OT      NT 

         
   1.  GENESIS     1-  2  JOHN    1:1-28 
   2.     3-  5      1:29-51 
   3.     6-  8                         2 
   4.     9-11                         3:1-21 
   5.    12-14      3:22-36 
   6.    15-17      4:1-30 
   7.    18-19      4:31-54 
   8.    20-22      5:1-24 
   9.    23,24      5:25-47 
 10.    25,26      6:1-21 
 11.    27,28      6:22-44 
 12.    29,30      6:45-71 
 13.   31,32      7:1-31 
 14.    33-35      7:32-53 
 15.    36-37      8:1-20 
 16.    38-40      8:21-36 
 17.    41      8:37-59 
 18.    42-43      9:1-23 
 19.   44-45      9:24-41 
 20.   46-48     10:1-21  
 21.    49-50     10:22-42 
 22.  JOB    1-  3     11:1-17 
 23.      4-  6     11:18-46 
 24.      7-  9     11:47-57 
 25.    10-12     12:1-19 
 26.    13-15     12:20-50 
 27.         16-18     13:1-17 
 28.         19-20      13:18-38 
 29.          21-22     14 
 30.         23-25     15 
 31.         26-28     16:1-15               
              
              



 
FEBRUARY 

 
 

OT      NT 
 

  1. JOB   29,30  JOHN   16:16-33 
  2.    31,32     17 
  3.    33,34     18:1-24 
  4.     35-37     18:25-40   
  5.     38-39     19:1-22 
  6.     40-42     19:23-42 
  7. EXODUS     1-3     20 
  8.      4-6     21 
  9.       7-8  LUKE     1:1-24 
10.       9-10       1:25-56 
11.    11-12       1:57-80 
12.     13-15       2:1-24 
13.     16-18       2:25-52 
14.     19-21       3 
15.     22-24       4:1-32 
16.    25-26       4:33-44 
17.     27-28       5:1-16 
18.    29-30       5:17-39 
19.     31-33       6:1-26 
20.    34-36       6:27-49 
21.    37-38       7:1-30 
22.     39-40       7:31-50 
23. NUMBERS      1-2       8:1-21 
24.       3-4       8:22-56 
25.       5-6       9:1-36 
26.      7       9:37-62 
27.       8-10:10    10:1-24 
28. LEVITICUS     1-3     10:25-42                         

                        
 
              
         
         
 
         
 
 
 
 
 



 
MARCH 

 
 

OT      NT  
 

  1. LEVITICUS        4-6               LUKE   11:1-28 
    2.     7-9     11:29-54 
    3.    10-12      12:1-34 
    4.   13,14     12:35-59 
    5.    15-17     13:1-21 
    6.    18,19     13:22-35 
    7.   20,21     14:1-24 
    8.    22,23     14:25-35 
    9.    24,25     15:1-10 

10.    26,27      15:11-32 
11. NUMBERS 10:11-13    16:1-18 
12.   14,15     16:19-31 
13.    16,17     17:1-19 
14.    18-20     17:20-37 
15.   21,22     18:1-17 
16.    23-25     18:18-43 
17.    26,27     19:1-28 
18.    28,29     19:29-48 
19.    30,31     20:1-26 
20.    32,33     20:27-47 
21.    34-36     21:1-19 
22. DEUTERONOMY 1-2     21:20-38 
23.      3-4     22:1-30 
24.      5-7     22:31-53 
25.      8-10     22:54-71 
26.    11-13     23:1-26 
27.    14-16     23:27-38 
28.    17-19     23:39-56 
29.    20-22     24:1-35 
30.    23-25     24:36-53              
31.    26,27  ACTS      1      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
APRIL 

 
 

OT      NT 
         

1. DEUTERONOMY       28                ACTS      2:1-13 
2.                 29-30                          2:14-47 
3.                 31-32      3 
4.                 33-34       4:1-22 
    PSALMS    90 
5. JOSHUA         1-  3                          4:23-37 
6.                   4-  6                          5:1-16 
7.                   7-  8                            5:17-42 
8.                  9-10                           6 
9.                 11-13                       7:1-19 
10.                 14-15                          7:20-43 
11.                 16-18                      7:44-60 
12.                 19-20                          8:1-25 
13.                 21-22                          8:26-40 
14.                 23-24                          9:1-22                     
15. JUDGES     1-  2                            9:23-43 
16.                   3-  5                         10:1-23 
17.                   6-  7                           10:24-48  
18.                   8-  9                           11 
19.                 10-11                         12 
20.                 12-14                      13:1-25 
21.                 15-17                      13:26-52 
22.                              18,19     14 
23.    20-21                         15:1-21 
24. RUTH     1 - 4                       15:22-41 
25. I SAM     1 - 3                         16:1-15 
26.                   4 - 6                         16:16-40 
27.                   7 - 9                         17:1-15 
28.                 10-12                      17:16-34 
29.                 13-14                         18:1-6  and     
                                           I THESSALONIANS   1 
30.                 15-16              I THESSALONIANS   2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAY 
 
OT      NT 

  1. I SAMUEL  17,18  I THESSALONIANS   3 
  2. I SAMUEL   19,20   
    PSALMS    59                     4 

  3. I SAMUEL   21          
      Psalms    34,56                  5 
  4. I SAMUEL  22,23       ACTS    18:7-11  
      PSALMS    52,54    II THESSALONIANS 1 
  5. I SAMUEL   24        II THESSALONIANS 2 
    PSALMS    57,63,142   

  6. I SAMUEL   25,26               II THESSALONIANS 3 
  7. I SAMUEL   27,28,29          ACTS    18:12 - 19:1 
  8. I SAMUEL  30,31     I CORINTHIANS  5:9   

II CORINTHIANS  6:14-7:1 
  9. II SAMUEL  1,2,3               I COR.    1 
10. II SAMUEL  4,5,6                         2 
11. II SAMUEL        7,8          3 
      PSALMS   60              
12. II SAMUEL  9,10,11                       4 
13. 12,13   
      PSALMS    51                  5 
14. II SAMUEL  14,15                    6 
      PSALMS    3 
15. II SAMUEL  16,17                         7:1-24 
16.                   18,19                         7:25-40 
17.                   20,21                         8 
18. II SAMUEL  22                        9 
      PSALMS    18 
19. II SAMUEL  23,24                        10:1-13 
20. I CHRONICLES  1,2                          10:14-33 
21.                   3,4,5                        11:1-15 
22. I CHRONICLES  6     11:16-34       
      PSALMS    50,88         
23. PSALMS   73,74                        12 
24.                   75,76,77                     13 
25.                   78,79                        14:1-20 
26.                   80,81,82,83                  14:21-40 
27. I CHRONICLES  7,8,9                        15:1-32 
28.                   10,11,12                     15:33-58 
29.     13,14                        16 
30. I CHRONICLES  15,16   ACTS     19:1-20 
     PSALMS    89 
31. I CHRONICLES  17,18,19                     19:21,22   

II CORINTHIANS  10 



 
JUNE 

 
 

OT       NT 
         
1. I CHRONICLES   20,21,22          II CORINTHIANS 11:1-15 
2.                          23,24,25                    11:16-33 
3.                          26,27                       12 
4.                          28,29                       13 
5. PSALMS        1,2,4             ACTS   19:21-41 
6.                          5,6,7                     20:1  

II CORINTHIANS   1 
7.                          8,9,10            II CORINTHIANS    2 
8.                         11,12,13                       3 
9.                         14,15,16                      4 
10.                        17,19,20                       5 
11.                        21,22,23                       6:1-13 & 7:2-16          
12.                        24,25,26                       8 
13.                        27,28,29                       9 
14.                       30,31,32          ACTS    20:2-3  

GALATIANS    1 
15.                        33,35              GALATIANS    2 
16.                        36,37                       3 
17.                        38,39,40                    4 
18.                       41,53,55                    5 
19.                        58,61,62,64                 6 
20.                        65,66,67          ROMANS    1 
21.                        68,69                       2 
22.                        70,71,86                    3 
23.                        91,92,93                    4 
24.                        94,95,96                    5 
25.                        97,98,99                    6 
26.                        100,101,102                 7 
27.                        103,104                     8:1-18 
28.                        105,106                     8:19-39 
29.                        107,108                     9 
30.                        109,110,111               10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
JULY 

 
 
OT                          NT  

         
  1. PSALMS   112-115 ROMANS   11:1-21 
  2.                 116-118                         11:22-36 
  3.                 119:1-48                           12 
  4.                 119:49-104                         13 
  5.                 119:105-176                        14 
  6.                 120-123                     15:1-20 
  7.                 124, 125, 126, 128        15:21-33 
  8.                 129-132                     16 
  9.                 133-136  ACTS    20:4-16 
10.                137-139                        20:17-38 
11.                140-141,143                      21:1-14 
12.                144-146                        21:15-40 
13.                147-150                    22 
14. I KINGS      1-2                             23:1-11 
15. I KINGS       3-4                         23:12-35 
      PROVERBS     1 
16. I KINGS     5                                 24 
      PROVERBS    2-3 
17. I KINGS     6                                25 
      PROVERBS    4 
18. I KINGS     7                                26 
      PROVERBS     5 
19. I KINGS      8                                27:1-25 
      PROVERBS    6 
20. I KINGS      9                                27:26-44 
      PROVERBS    7 
21. I KINGS    10                       28:1-15 
      PROVERBS    8 
22. PROVERBS    9-10                             28:16-31 
23.                11-12  EPHESIANS     1 
24.                13-14                               2 
25.                15-16                               3 
26.                17-18                               4 
27.                19-20                               5 
28.                21-22                               6 
29.                23-24  PHILIPPIANS   1 
30.                25-27                             2 
31.                28,29                               3 
 
         



 
AUGUST 

 
 

OT      NT 
 
  1. PROVERBS   30,31  PHILIPPIANS   4 
  2. I KINGS    11   COLOSSIANS   1 
      SONG OF SOLOMON   1 
  3. SONG OF SOLOMAN    2-3                          2 
  4.                          4-5                          3 
  5.                             6-8                        4 
  6. ECCLESIASTES    1-3   PHILEMON 
  7.                     4-6   I TIMOTHY    1 
  8.                     7-9                                 2 
  9.                   10-12                                3 
10. I KINGS    12-13                                4 
11.                   14-15                                5 
12.                   16-18            6 
13.                   19-20    TITUS      1 
14.                   21-22                                2 
15. II CHRONICLES    1-3       3 
      PSALMS   72 
16. II CHRONICLES    4-6     II TIMOTHY     1 
17. II CHRONICLES    7-9        2 
      PSALMS   127 
18. II CHRONICLES  10-12                               3 
19. II CHRONICLES  13-16                           4 
20. II CHRONICLES  17-19     MARK       1:1-22 
21. II CHRONICLES  20        1:23-45 
      PSALMS   42-43 
22. PSALMS    44-46           2 
23.                   47-49                              3:1-21 
24.                   84-85,87                             3:22-35 
25. II CHRONICLES  21-22                               4:1-20 
26.                   23-25                              4:21-41 
27.                   26-28                              5:1-20 
28.                   29-31                              5:21-43 
29.                   32-33                                6:1-32 
30.                   34-36                              6:33-56 
31. II KINGS      1-3                                7:1-13                                                
                                                     
                                                           
 
 
 



 
SEPTEMBER 

 
 

OT                           NT 
         
  1. II KINGS       4-5    MARK       7:14-37 
  2.                       6-8                               8:1-21 
  3.                       9-11                          8:22-38 
  4.                     12-14                          9:1-29 
  5. JOEL                                            9:30-50 
  6. AMOS           1-3                          10:1-31 
  7.                       4-6                          10:32-52 
  8.                       7-9                          11:1-19 
  9. JONAH            11:20-33 
10. II KINGS     15-16                          12:1-27 
11. HOSEA         1-4                        12:28-44 
12.                       5-8                        13:1-13 
13.                       9-11                        13:14-37  
14.                     12-14                       14:1-25 
15. II KINGS     17-18                          14:26-50 
16.                     19-20                          14:51-72 
17. ISAIAH       1-3                          15:1-26 
18.           4-6                          15:27-47 
19.                       7-9                          16 
20.                     10-12    I PETER      1 
21.                     13-15                         2 
22.                     16-18                         3 
23.                     19-21                        4 
24.                     22-23                          5 
25.                     24-26   II PETER      1 
26.                     27-28                             2 
27.                     29-30                            3 
28.                     31-33    JAMES    1 
29.                     34-36                         2 
30.                     37-38                            3 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OCTOBER 

 
 

OT                           NT 
         
  1. ISAIAH       39-40   JAMES     4 
  2.                     41-42                            5 
  3.                     43-44    JUDE 
  4.                     45-47           I JOHN     1 
  5.                     48-49                            2 
  6.                     50-52                         3 
  7.                     53-55                         4       
  8.                     56-58                         5 
  9.                     59-61           II JOHN 
10.                     62-64          III JOHN 
11.                     65-66           REVELATION     1 
12. MICAH         1-3                            2 
13.                       4-5                              3 
14.                       6-7                              4-5 
15. II KINGS     21-23                         6 
16. NAHUM             7 
17. ZEPHANIAH               8 
18. HABAKUK            9 
19. II KINGS     24-25                          10 
20. JEREMIAH      1-2                            11 
21.                       3-4                            12 
22.                       5-6                            13 
23.                       7-8                            14 
24.                       9-10                           15 
25.                     11-13                       16 
26.                     14-16                       17 
27.                     17-19                       18 
28.                     20-22                       19 
29.                     23-24                          20 
30.                     25-26                          21 
31.                     27-28                          22 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
NOVEMBER 

 
 
           OT                            NT 
         
  1. JEREMIAH    29-30    MATTHEW       1 
  2.                     31-32                            2 
  3.                     33-34                            3 
  4.                     35-36                            4 
  5.                     37-38                            5:1-26 
  6.                     39-40                           5:27-48 
  7.                     41-43                         6 
  8.                     44-46                         7 
  9.                     47-48                            8 
10.                     49-50                            9:1-17 
11.                     51-52                            9:18-38 
12. LAMENTATIONS     1-2                            10:1-23 
13.                       3-5                          10:24-42 
14. DANIEL       1-2                            11 
15.                       3-4                            12:1-21 
16.                       5-6                            12:22-50 
17.                       7-8                            13:1-32 
18.                       9-10                           13:33-58 
19.                     11-12                          14:1-21 
20. EZEKIEL      1-3                          14:22-36 
21.                       4-6                          15:1-20 
22.                       7-9                          15:21-39 
23.                     10-12                       16 
24.                     13-15                       17 
25.                     16                             18:1-20 
26.                     17-19                       18:21-35 
27.                     20-21                          19:1-15 
28.                     22-23                          19:16-30 
29.                     24-26                       20:1-16 
30.                     27-28                          20:17-34                 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DECEMBER 

 
 

OT              NT 
         
  1. EZEKIEL     29-31         MATTHEW     21:1-22 
  2.     32-33                        21:23-46 
  3.                   34-35                        22:1-22 
  4.                   36-37                        22:23-46 
  5.                   38-39                        23:1-22 
  6.                   40                           23:23-39 
  7.                   41-42                        24:1-22 
  8.                   43-44                        24:23-51 
  9.                   45-46                        25:1-30 
10.                   47-48                        25:31-46 
11. OBAD                 26:1-19 
12. EZRA     1-3     26:20-54 
13.       4-6                        26:55-75 
14. HAGGAI                                27:1-31 
15. ZECHARIAH    1-3                        27:32-66 
16.                     4-6                     28:1-20 
17.                     7-9  HEBREWS       1 
18.                10-12                          2 
19.                  13-14                          3 
20. ESTHER        1-3                         4 
21.                     4-6                         5 
22.                     7-10                    6 
23. EZRA           7-8                            7 
24.                     9-10                           8 
25. NEHEMIAH      1-2                            9 
26.                     3-4                          10:1-23 
27.                     5-6                          10:24-39 
28.                     7-8                          11:1-19 
29.                     9-11                      11:20-40 
30.                   12-13                        12 
31. MALACHI            13 
         



 
 
 

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN A YEAR 
 
 
 

JANUARY 1 
 
Gen. 1 “In the beginning God..." The writer, thought to be Moses, does not see any need to prove 

God's existence. HE IS, unarguably. When Moses wrote this, answering atheism was not a 
concern. It was a plethora of other religions and gods. Throughout the Old Testament the 
case was made that the God of Israel was the only true god. To prove it they use Creation 
(He made everything – notice that the sun, which most other religions worship, was not 
even created until the fourth day), History (He can accurately predict the future), and 
Miracles (supernatural events that result from faith in God). 

The battle over Creationism v. Evolution is not a battle of science v. religion. It is a 
battle of the Humanist Religion v. Christianity. If man evolved from primordial 
organisms, then we are no different from animals, morals are subjective, and there is no 
future judgment on our present actions. That attitude has already taken root in our society. 
But, if God did create the world and everything in it by direct intervention, then man is 
subject to higher laws, we are responsible before God for our actions, and life is precious 
and valuable. As long as we continue to only fight the effects of humanism – abortion, 
homosexuality, racism, pornography, and skyrocketing divorce – we will lose. It is like 
cutting the tops off of weeds and thinking that you have a good lawn. Secondly, it is more 
than a “faith” v. “facts” controversy. Numerous scientists and an inordinate number of 
engineers1

Day 1: Light (v. 4 - "good") 

, when faced with the facts have become strong Creation believers. Chapter 1 
gives an overview of how God did it. 

Day 2: Separating water below (seas) and water above (clouds) 
Day 3: Dry land and plants (v. 10 & 12 - "good") 
Day 4: Sun, moon and stars (v. 18 - "good") 
Day 5: All water and winged creatures (v. 21 - "good") 
Day 6: All dry land creatures (v. 25 - "good") and man (v. 31 - "VERY GOOD”) 
 

Gen. 2 Day 7: Why did God rest (Pick one)? 
A.) Because He was exhausted after creating a universe. 
B.) Because it was the Sabbath (Ex. 20:8-11). 
C.) Because He had finished the work that needed to be done. 
     Scripturally, rest comes after the work is finished (Answer C - Heb. 4:3,4), not when 
you get tired of working. 

                                                 
1 Dorothy Nelkin, The Creation Controversy: Science or Scripture in the Schools (New York: Norton, 1982), pp.70-90 



     In chapter 2 the sequence of events is set aside in order to emphasize the details about 
the creation of man - God's highest creation. The earth did not experience rain until the 
flood of Noah (v. 5,6). 
     If all God took out of Adam was his rib, he could not say, "bone of my bones AND 
flesh of my flesh" (v.  21). It is more than possible that Adam was created with full male 
and female characteristics (including emotions) - COMPLETE. The Hebrew word for 
man is "ish," for woman "ishi" (v. 23). Adam prophesied the requirements of a healthy 
marriage in future generations (v.24). 

 
John 1:1-28 John also sees no need to explain or prove the deity of Jesus; he merely tells us that 

He was God! He then tells us how the Creator (v. 3) came into the Creation (v. 14). He 
also tries to make it very clear that John the Baptist - whose own miracle birth (Lk. 1:5-
25, 57-66) was more widely known at that time - was NOT the Promised Messiah. 

 
 

JANUARY 2 
 
Gen. 3 What was a "beast of the field" doing in the garden? Adam had only two commands to 

obey: Cultivate and keep (guard) the garden and don't eat from the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil (2:16,17). It was Adam's job to keep the beasts of the field OUT of the 
garden. Sin enters the world through Adam's disobedience (not Eve's - Rom. 5:12). God 
pronounced the curses on the serpent (v. 14) and the ground (v.17). He did not curse the 
man or woman; He merely informed them of what their sin brought into the world. But in 
v. 15 God promises a coming Redeemer. Why did God send Adam and Eve out of the 
Garden (v. 22, 23)? 

 
Gen. 4 Shows us the natural result of sin - jealousy, death, increased rebellion, marital infidelity - 

bigamy  (cp. Gen. 2:24) and human pride. Why did Cain get off so easy when he killed his 
brother? Romans 5:13 says, "for until the Law, sin was in the world; but sin is not 
imputed (credited to a person's account) when there is no law." That's why God protected 
Cain instead of killing him (v. 15). Lamech (v. 23,24) mistook God's grace (v. 15) for 
God's acceptance of sin. We often do the same. 

 
Gen. 5 The generations from Adam to Noah. In verse 2 God gave a single name to the man and 

woman. What was it? Who named the woman "Eve" (3:20)? Although some names are 
merely statements of fact, others are significant. Using the ages given, find out how close 
Methuselah and Lamech came to the flood (you will also need the information in 7:6). 
Study verse 24 by comparing it to Heb. 11:5. 

 
John 1:29-51 Relates the baptism of Jesus, the testimony of John the Baptist, and the calling of the 

first disciples. The disciple John continues to illustrate that John the Baptist was NOT the 
Messiah, but the FORERUNNER of the Messiah. 

 
 
 
 



JANUARY 3 
 
Gen. 6 The unrestrained sin of man is about to be judged. Noah's righteousness preserves the 

lives of his whole family. 
 
Gen. 7 The flood comes. How many of each animal did Noah take (Hint: the answer is NOT 

two.)? It rained 40 days and nights. How long was the earth flooded? 
 
Gen. 8 The flood subsides. Why did Noah take more of some animals (v. 20)? Notice God's 

response - His promise - to one man who loves God and worships Him (v. 20-22); a 
promise that we all enjoy to this day. 

 
John 2 Two major events - (1.) verses 1-11 record Jesus' first miracle and (2.) In verses 13-21, 

Jesus lets Jerusalem know His zeal for the things of God. 
 
 

JANUARY 4 
 
Gen. 9 Fear and terror replace the harmony between man and animal.  What should you be 

reminded of every time you see a rainbow in the sky? The sin of Ham (v. 20-22) was not 
merely seeing his father naked. The original language infers some physical sin resulted. 
The Canaanites (v.25) were enslaved by Joshua and later by Solomon. They are now an 
extinct people. Notice the curse was only on the Canaanites, not all of Ham's descendants. 

 
Gen. 10 The whole earth was repopulated through Noah's family. That makes Noah the last 

common ancestor of mankind, not Adam and Eve. 
Genealogies: 
Japheth - Indo-European  Magog - Russia 
Javan – Greece   Mashech - Turkey 
Tarshish - Southern Spain  Ham - Africa 

 
     Nimrod -  (v. 8-12) Father of the occult and false religions. The land or plain of Shinar 
is still claimed by cult or occult groups as their origin. 
     Shem - Abraham and the Mid-East people Verse 25 relates to Gen 11:9 when language 
and travel barriers isolated the nations. 

 
Gen. 11 The sin of building the tower of Babel was the direct disobedience to God's command in 

Gen. 9:1 (see Gen.11:4). Then the genealogy travels down to Abram, the next important 
character. 

 
John 3:1-21 Through Jesus' meeting with Nicodemus - a Pharisee - it is clear that a new birth 

"experience" is mandatory to be right with God. Anything less is only self-deception. 
 
 

 
 



JANUARY 5 
 
Gen. 12 With the summary of pertinent historical facts complete, the story of redemption begins 

with God's call to Abram. Sarai was 65 years old (v. 14), nearing middle age even for 
someone who lived to be 127. 

 
Gen. 13 By necessity, Abram finally obeys God's first command to him (Gen. 12:1) by separating 

Lot, his nephew, from him. Then God expounds on the Promise. 
 
Gen. 14 Abram obviously already knew Melchizedek.  Melchizedek’s home city, Salem - later 

Jerusalem, hints at the early choosing of this city as the center of man's redemption. 
 
John 3:22-36 The disciples of John the Baptist subtly encourage him to get jealous of the quick 

acceptance and popularity of Jesus' ministry. John again states his purpose. 
 
 

JANUARY 6 
 
Gen. 15 Although Abram defeated the kings they were not dead. God calms his fears of reprisal, 

reaffirms His promise (v. 5 & 18) and makes a blood covenant with Abram to assure him 
of His intent. 

 
Gen. 16 Ten years had past since Abram left Haran (Gen. 12:4), so Sarai and Abram decided to 

"help God out."  A pregnant Hagar flees Sarai's jealousy. God sends her back. Though not 
of Sarai, Ishmael is of Abram's seed. 

 
Gen. 17 God changed Abram's name (high father) to Abraham (father of a multitude) and Sarai's 

name (my princess - i.e. Abraham's) to Sarah (princess - i.e. for all the race). Circumcision 
was Abraham's obligation in the covenant. 

 
John 4:1-30 Samaritans were a Jewish/Gentile mixed breed. They were despised by the Jews as 

racially inferior, but still held tenaciously to the Pentateuch (the five books of Moses - i.e. 
Genesis through Deuteronomy). 

 
 

JANUARY 7 
 
Gen. 18 The Lord and two angels appear for two purposes: 

1.) To announce the time of the birth of the promised offspring, and 
2.) To deal with the gross sins that had again risen in the 400 years since the flood. 

 
Gen. 19 Sodom (sodomy) is judged, but the lack of morals had already influenced Lot's entire 

family. The Moabites and the Ammonites later became frequent enemies with Israel. 
 
John 4:31-54 Jesus compares a person turning their heart to the Lord with harvesting a field crop. 

His second miracle is recorded in verse 54. 



 
 

JANUARY 8 
 
Gen. 20 Sarah, now 90, still turns the heads of kings. Verses 17-18. Abraham prayed for 

Abimelech's wife and maids to bear children - exactly what Abraham wanted in his own 
life. The law of sowing at God's direction and reaping your blessing is illustrated in the 
next chapter. 

 
Gen. 21 Isaac is born. Abraham is 100 and Sarah is 91 (Gen. 17:17). Ishmael is 15. What is the big 

deal about wells in Beersheba? Find Beersheba on a map. 
 
Gen. 22 Throughout Scripture there are examples for us to follow and events for us to learn correct 

doctrine. It is great error to confuse the two. This is an event, a one-time-only happening. 
Since Abraham offered his son by terms of the blood covenant God would also give up 
His Son, His only Son Whom He loved (v. 12) cp. John 3:16).  

 
John 5:1-24  Notice that Jesus healed only ONE man out of a multitude of sick folk. Gifts of 

healings flow at the direction of the Holy Spirit, not at will. This is one of seven recorded 
healings on the Sabbath. 

 
 

JANUARY 9 
 
Gen. 23 Abraham wanted to buy a cave for a family burial place. Ephron, the owner, made him 

buy the whole field (at an inflated price). Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, and 
Leah were all eventually buried there. 

 
Gen. 24 Reread Gen. 22:20-24. How are Abraham and Rebecca related? Abraham's servant 

traveled over 500 miles each way. Isaac is 40 years old. 
 
John 5:25-47 Jewish law stated that the agreement of two independent witnesses legally 

established a fact (v. 31). Jesus pointed to four witnesses. What were they? 
 

1.) v. 33 
2.) v. 36 
3.) v. 37 
4.) v. 39 
 

 
JANUARY 10 

 
Gen. 25 Ishmael's descendants are known today as the Arabs. There is a difference between the 

blessing and the birthright. Both are usually given to the first-born. The one who receives 
the blessing is heir to the promise God gave Abraham (Gen. 12:2,3). The birthright (right 



by birth order) receives a double portion of the inheritance (twice as much as the other 
heirs) and was expected to take care of the elderly mother, if necessary. 

 
Gen. 26 Abimelech is a dynasty title (i.e. Pharaoh) not a proper name (cp. Gen 20:2). God 

reaffirms the Abrahamic covenant to Isaac. Esau marries not one, but two heathen women 
proving that he either despised God's plan (Heb. 12:16,17) or was extremely, spiritually 
dull. 

 
John 6:1-21 The Jews were looking for the promised Messiah to free them from Roman rule and 

elevate them to the world power that they were 950 years ago under King Solomon. The 
miracle-working Jesus seemed to be a likely candidate (v. 15). Most of the 5000 were 
probably on their way to Jerusalem for the Passover (v. 4); they surely spread the fame of 
Jesus after this miracle. 

 
 

JANUARY 11 
 
Gen. 27 To speak blessing or cursing is no small matter in God's eyes, then or now. Jacob and 

Rebekah act under the assumption that the end result justifies the means to get there. 
Deceptive or sinful actions are never accepted, no matter what the motivation or outcome. 
They pay for their deceit. Jacob goes into self-exile and never sees his mother again. God 
could have and would have accomplished His will without human intervention and 
deception. On the other hand, Isaac is trying to put his will above God's (cp. Gen. 25:23). 

 
Gen. 28 Esau adds a non-Canaanite wife in a too-little, too-late attempt to receive a blessing from 

Isaac. God now ratifies the blessing to Jacob (a doubtful hero by human observation) by 
repeating the promise made to Abraham and Isaac (v. 13, 14 cp. Gen. 13:15 & Gen. 26:3). 
God adds verse 15 as His personal promise to Jacob. 

 
John 6:22-44 Although only the twelve disciples SAW Jesus walk on the water, the whole 

multitude knew that: (1.) Jesus did not get into the boat with His disciples, (2.) only one 
boat had arrived, and (3.) Jesus was with His disciples. Verse 25 shows their puzzlement 
and the lack of natural explanation. Verse 35 "I am..." recognized by the Jews as a claim 
to deity (cp. Exodus 3:14) "...the bread of life." Remember that Jesus was talking to the 
same crowd He had fed the day before (v. 10-14). 

 
 

JANUARY 12 
 
Gen. 29 Jacob arrives at his Uncle Laban's house looking for a wife (cp. Gen. 28:2). Jacob's years 

of sowing deception and is now starting to produce a crop. Laban tricks him into marrying 
Leah. There is no historical record of there really being any such practice (v.26), but what 
could Jacob say? 

Leah has four sons: Reuben (Behold a son), Simeon (Heard), Levi (Attached) & 
Judah (Praise). 

 



              TERAH 
 
 
 

 
Hagar -- ABRAM -- Sarah     Nahor -- Milcah     Haran 

 
 
      Bethuel                        Lot 
 
 
 
 
Ishmael      ISAAC-------Rebekah                      Laban      Daughter #1  Daughter #2 
 
 
 

    Esau               Leah---JACOB---Rachel            Moab             Ammon 
 
 
 
    Arabs   Edomites                   12 SONS                      Moabites          Ammonites 

       (12 Tribes of Israel) 
 
(Key figures of Genesis 11:26 - 50:26) 
 
Gen. 30 You cannot imagine the jealousy and contention in Jacob's house. The unloved wife 

continues to try to win Jacob's affection by bearing children, the loved wife fears rejection 
by reason of her childlessness. The two wives' constant fighting surely made Jacob's life 
miserable (v. 1,2,9,14-16). Mandrakes were thought to be an aphrodisiac. 

Rachel's maid had two sons - Dan (Judge) & Naphtali (Wrestling) 
Leah's maid had two sons - Gad  (Fortune) & Asher (Blessed) 
Leah had two more sons - Issachar (Reward) & Zebulun (Dwelling) 
Finally Rachel has a son - Joseph (Increase) 
Several daughters are born (Gen 37:35, 46:7, 15) but only Dinah is mentioned for 

future reference. 
 

     What wages would you ask knowing Laban's character (v. 28 cp. Gen. 31:7)? What 
were the natural or genetic chances that Jacob would have many sheep born with "stripes, 
speckles and spots? What does that tell you about God's working on the earth? 

 
John 6:45-71 As the physical man needs to appropriate food and drink, so the spirit of man needs 

to appropriate the sacrifice (the flesh and blood) of Jesus for life. Those who interpreted 
Jesus' words literally were offended for the Law of Moses strictly forbids drinking blood. 
They had forgotten why it was forbidden though.  "...The life of the flesh is in the 
blood...for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement" (Lev. 17:11). 



JANUARY 13 
 
Gen. 31 Jacob has been gone for 20 years. God sends him back to the land promised to Abraham. 

Even Jacob and Laban's separation is permeated with deceit, dishonesty, and distrust (v. 
7,20,27,41,42,50,52). Make note of Jacob's haughty, self-righteous oath in verse 32. 

 
Gen. 32 Laban departs; this side of the family is never mentioned again. Jacob now turns his 

attention to the threat ahead of him - his brother, Esau (Gen. 27:41, 42).  Jacob first tries 
the "flashy" approach (characteristic of a deceiver) to impress Esau with all the stuff God 
has given him (v. 4, 5). God's blessings on Jacob only fuel Esau's hatred (v. 6, 7). Jacob 
starts scheming (v. 8) and then - broken and desperate - he finally turns from his own 
ways and seeks God's direction (v. 9-12). God gives him a plan (v. 13-21). After this 
encounter (v. 24-30) Jacob's name is changed to Israel. 

 
John 7:1-31  Jesus' (half) brothers were taunting Jesus as many others did and still do. "...If it's 

real, show it off." But God never has, and never will, subject Himself to the manipulative 
attempts of man. The religious leaders want to kill Him because of the healing on the 
Sabbath done in John 5:1-9. 

 
 

JANUARY 14 
 
Gen. 33 Jacob exhibits courage and faith (v 3). His gifts (God's plan - Gen. 32:9-21) softened 

Esau's heart. They do a typical gift giving . . . (v. 8) "For me?" "Yes." (v.  9) "Oh, I 
couldn't." (v. 10) "Please do." (v. 11) "Well, okay". (v. 12, 15) "What can I do in return?" 

 
Gen. 34 Dinah (Gen. 30:21). Deceit and treachery is now practiced by Simeon & Levi. Jacob is 

continuing to reap from his own previous actions. Jacob is concerned about retaliation 
from other cities (v. 30). 

 
Gen. 35 Bethel was where he fled from Esau. The idols and amulets of Laban's country are purged 

from Jacob's family. God prevented the Canaanites from avenging the men of Shechem 
(v. 5). The covenant is reaffirmed. Jacob's curse (Gen. 31:32) comes to pass (v. 19). 

 
John 7:32-53 The temple guards are sent to seize Jesus, but they are awestruck by His godliness in 

speech (v. 45,46). A tradition during the Feast of Booths (also called the Feast of 
Tabernacles) was for a priest to bring water from the Pool of Siloam to the altar of burnt 
offering and pour it into a silver basin representing God's blessing of rain. On the last day 
of the Feast (v. 37) Jesus uses this tradition to illustrate the life-giving Holy Spirit that is a 
free gift of God. 

 
 

JANUARY 15 
 
Gen. 36 Jacob was in his exile when this took place. Esau moved south and east to Seir (32:3). It 

was Isaac (their father) and Esau who couldn't dwell together (v. 6,7), but what Isaac had 



belonged to Jacob by inheritance (stolen birthright) so it was rightfully called Jacob's. In 
verse 33, Jobab is possibly Job of the book of Job. That would make him Esau's great-
grandson and Eliphaz (v. 10, Job 4:1) would be Job's great-uncle. 

 
Gen. 37 Although Joseph is being groomed as the heir by his father (though he is son #11), Jacob 

can't receive Joseph's dreams (v. 10). Jacob is once again deceived - this time by his own 
children. Remember, Joseph did not know the lie told to his father. He was probably 
expecting to be rescued “once Dad found out." 

 
John 8:1-20 One of many clever traps set by the scribes and Pharisees. Would Jesus contradict 

the Mosaic Law or give the death sentence - which would not be tolerated by the 
Romans? The wisdom of God prevailed. Jesus did not condemn the woman or condone 
her sin, but forgave her. 

 
 

JANUARY 16 
 
Gen. 38 With Er dead, Onan was next in line for the birthright, unless Tamar had a son. Then the 

baby would receive the double portion of Judah's wealth. Judah and Perez are a part of the 
genealogy of Jesus (Mt. 1:3). 

 
Gen. 39 Joseph was a prosperous slave. Joseph remembered God and God remembered Joseph. 

Joseph did "right" when  "wrong" would have been easier. This is a mark of true godly 
character. 

 
Gen. 40 Now Joseph is young, far from home, sold by his brothers, falsely accused, in the king's 

jail and PROSPEROUS. Joseph interprets the dreams, but is again forgotten. 
 
John 8:21-36  Jesus again to proclaim His deity. Many believe Him (v. 30). Jesus then pulls the 

believers aside. Verse 32 is often quoted out of context. The truth that sets men free can 
only be found by abiding in the Word of God. 

 
 

JANUARY 17 
 
Gen. 41 Two more years pass in prison. It has been 13 years since he was sold into slavery. 

Joseph's thoughts may have been, "Dad hasn't come looking for me.  The dream about the 
sun and moon (Gen. 37:9,10) must have made even him reject me. Benjamin is the only 
one who didn't sell me out. I hope my brothers haven't done him in too" (v. 51). Pharaoh's 
dream triggers the memory of the cupbearer. Joseph not only interprets the dream, but 
also gives a God-inspired plan of action to save lives and devastation. Joseph is promoted 
to the #2 man of Egypt. He gets married and has two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 

 
John 8:37-59 Verse 43 is the key verse. They physically heard Jesus but had no understanding. The 

moral issues facing us today have clear sensible answers in God's Word, but those in 



rebellion to God cannot comprehend so their response is to ridicule and discredit. Verse 
58 - "I am" another unmistakable claim to deity. 

 
 

JANUARY 18 
 
Gen. 42 Joseph is now 37. He has not seen his family for 20 years. Read this chapter on this basis: 

Joseph was a God-fearing man, but there was still hurt inside. There was a struggle inside 
Joseph - revenge versus his undeniable love for his family. Joseph's brothers tell him his 
father and younger brother are still alive (v. 13). Verse 21 - the brothers admit their guilt 
in Joseph's hearing  (v. 21). Reuben (the first-born) is innocent (Gen. 37:21,22) so Joseph 
keeps Simeon (the second-born), as prisoner to make sure Benjamin is alive and well. 

 
Gen. 43 Israel (Jacob) waits till the last minute for God to intervene so he doesn't have to send 

Benjamin to Egypt (v. 10). God's plan is better. Joseph sees Benjamin. His brothers have 
treated him well. In verse 28 Joseph still wants to know more about his father. Joseph 
displayed blatant favoritism to Benjamin (v. 34) to observe his brothers' reaction. 

 
John 9:1-23 Jesus illustrates that He is "the Light of the World" (Jn. 8:12) through this miracle. 

Jesus also made clear that sickness and suffering - though in the world through sin - is not 
always brought on by personal sins. 

 
 

JANUARY 19 
 

Gen. 44 Joseph tests his brothers to see if they will use this opportunity to rid themselves of their 
father's new favorite son. Two things happen: (1.) Judah offers his life for Benjamin's 
(Jesus was from the tribe of Judah) and (2.) For the first time Joseph finds out that his 
father thought he was killed by a wild animal (v. 27,28).  Now Joseph sees the whole 
story and is able to release the last bit of hurt and unforgiveness toward his family. 

 
Gen. 45 Joseph's brothers were not excited to find out that it was Joseph who held their lives in his 

hand. Joseph does everything possible to calm their fears. Note verse 24. 
 
John 9:24-41 The blind man "saw" the truth that Jesus is from God. The physically sighted men 

were blind to the truth. In the presence of a miracle all they can say is "It wasn't done 
properly" (v. 16). Through pride and prejudice (v. 28,29,40, 4l) their minds are blinded. 

 
 

JANUARY 20 
 
Gen. 46 Throughout this genealogy only the males were counted. Er and Onan (v. 12 cp. Gen. 

38:7-11) though they died in Canaan, are counted as part of Jacob's family entering Egypt 
. . . a scriptural indication of eternal existence and rejection of reincarnation. 

 



Gen. 47 As shepherds they would "sojourn", not settle. Therefore Pharaoh let them sojourn in the 
land of Goshen - a fertile area near the mouth of the Nile River. This also helped keep 
them isolated from the Egyptians. Jacob has Joseph vow to bury him in Machpelah, in the 
cave that Abraham bought (Gen. 23:17). 

 
Gen. 48 Reuben, the first-born, lost his birthright in Gen. 35:22. Simeon and Levi, number 2 and 3 

sons, lost the birthright because of their actions in Gen. 34:25-30. Jacob gives the blessing 
to Judah, son number 4 (Gen. 49:10) but Joseph receives the birthright - double portion (v. 
22 cp. John 4:5). See commentary of Gen. 25, January 10 for more on birthright and 
blessing. 

 
John 10:1-21 Jesus, the good shepherd. He uses this illustration because of the familiarity of the 

shepherd to all the people. The good shepherd protects his sheep, leads his sheep, and 
would even die for his sheep. That is Jesus. 

 
 

JANUARY 21 
 
Gen. 49 The prophecies of Jacob (Israel) over his sons: 

Reuben - None of the tribe of Reuben ever did anything noteworthy in the Bible, 
they were uncontrollable; couldn't even control themselves. 

Simeon & Levi - Both tribes would be scattered among the other tribes of Israel in 
the Promised Land. Simeon was eventually absorbed by Judah. 

Judah - Would be the leader of the tribes.  Judah's descendants include both King 
David and Jesus. 

Zebulun - "At the sea" - literally "toward the sea." Zebulun's inheritance in the 
Promised Land was landlocked, but many trade routes ran through it to the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

Issachar - A strong, quiet, prosperous people. They are rarely mentioned in later 
history. 

Dan - This tribe seems to have vanished, or been swallowed up into the other tribes 
after its mention in 1 Chronicles 27: 22. The tribe of Dan officially brought idolatry into 
Israel in Judges 18:30,31. 

Gad - Gad's inheritance in the Promised Land was very vulnerable to attack, cp. 1 
Chron. 12:8. 

Asher - Much prosperity is their lot. Through much Biblical prophecy, the land of 
Asher has been the sight of oil drilling that is expected to produce the richest oil field on 
earth. 

Naphtali - Swift as a doe, convincing in speech. 
Joseph  - Many judges and leaders came from Joseph. 
Benjamin - Produced both King Saul and the apostle Paul. 

 
Verse 33 - "Gathered to his people," this again points to the continuity of personality after 
physical death. 

 



Gen. 50 Jacob dies and Joseph's brothers are afraid that he will now take revenge. True forgiveness 
reigns. Joseph dies at 110. Genesis starts with creation of life and ends with the death of 
Joseph and the Israelites entering into slavery, the effects of sin gripping this world. 

 
John 10:22-42 The Feast of Dedication is commonly known today as Hanukkah. It is a celebration 

of the rededication of the Temple after it was defiled by Antiochus of Syria. For more on 
Antiochus see Oct. 13 (Rev. 3), Nov. 17 (Dan. 8) and Nov. 19 (Dan. 11). This event took 
place between the Old and New Testaments. 

 
 

JANUARY 22 
 

In Old Testament chronology, the book of Job probably happened while the twelve tribes 
of Israel were entering into their 400 years of slavery in Egypt. 

 
As you read Job, keep these things in mind. 

 
1.) Job's "friends" tried to act knowledgeable, but spoke from experience and human 

wisdom. God's wisdom was not in their mouths (Job 40:7). 
2.) It is a book of men trying to figure out God with their head. That was as useless 

then as it is today. 
3.) It is a book on "Why do God's people suffer?" There is much we don't 

understand about this book in the light of the rest of Scripture. But in its time, God will 
open up more of it to the church. 

 
Job 1 Job's greatness (v. 3) was three-fold: moral uprightness, spiritual depth, and great wealth. 

In verse 11, Satan wants God to impoverish Job. Job's own fears (v. 5 & 3:25) offer us a 
key to the problem. Notice the wrong conclusion that Job came to (v. 21). 

 
Job 2 Satan, the accuser (Rev. 12:10), again tries to get God to act contrary to His nature (v. 5). 

God will not. Job, though not sinning or blaming God, did not go to God for help and 
protection, therefore all God could say was verse 6. Job's lips didn't sin - nor did they 
speak rightly. His three friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, & Zophar) came with good intentions. 

 
Job 3 Job's theology that physical health and wealth were the measuring stick of spirituality 

caused him great soul searching. The pain makes him wish he'd never been born, but he 
never considers taking his own life. 

 
John 11:1-17 The New Testament does not speak of God's people dying. They "fall asleep" (v. 11, 

Acts 7:60, 1 Thess. 4:13). The hatred toward Jesus had intensified so much that the 
disciples thought it was unsafe to even go to the region of Judea (v. 7,8,16). Jesus knew 
that as He stayed in the Father's will, not in fear, but in faith, He would be safe until His 
time came to be crucified. Compare and contrast this with what you read today in Job. 

 
 



JANUARY 23 
 
Job 4 Eliphaz answers Job in verses 3-6  "You've counseled others, now practice what you 

preach". Verses 7-11 - “God doesn't punish the righteous, so you must have sinned.” 
Verses 12-21 He supports his statement by relating a vision he had. 

 
Job 5 Eliphaz continues. He accuses Job of some "secret sin" and advises him to turn to God (v. 

8) for forgiveness, and then everything would be wonderful again (v. 9-27). 
 
Job 6 Job, still thinking that God is at fault, declares that he doesn't deserve to suffer and that he 

wanted sympathy from his friends, not reproof (v. 14-30). Remember, although a true 
statement escapes their lips occasionally, none of these four men have got it right. 

 
John 11:8-46  "I AM...the resurrection and the life" was illustrated by raising Lazarus from the 

dead. Even in the face of this miracle, some wanted Jesus' blood shed  (v. 46). 
 
 

JANUARY 24 
 
Job 7 Job continues his pity-party. He speaks of sleepless nights and pain-filled days (v. 1-15). 

He then says, (v. 20) "What did I do to God to deserve this? Why doesn't He just forgive 
me and let me be happy?" 

 
Job 8 Bildad, the Shuhite (descendent of Shuah - Gen. 25:20) speaks even more sternly to Job. 

"Your children died because they sinned and if you don't straighten up, you'll join them." 
Job's friends were no comfort to him. Remember - all four of them are missing God. The 
three friends still contend that only sin brings pain.  Job still contends that he is being 
picked on unjustly. 

 
Job 9 Job responds to Bildad as expected, "What you say is usually true but, . . . if I could just 

get my day in court with God, then I would be justified! But no, even though I'm right, 
God would not let me prove Him wrong" (v. 14-24). 

 
John 11:47-57 Raising Lazarus from the dead was the last straw. The priests and Pharisees decided 

that Jesus must die soon. Notice verses 50 & 51 - God spoke through the high priest one 
last time to give them a chance to believe the Scriptures rather than their own traditions 
and institutions. 

 
 

JANUARY 25 
 
Job 10 Job continues his response to Bildad. He tries to figure out why he is the object of God's 

wrath. He accuses God of trying to destroy him without cause. He even asks God to leave 
him alone so he can die (v. 20-22). 

 



Job 11 Zophar now takes his turn at "speaking words without knowledge" (Job 38:2). He 
correctly rebukes Job for having too finite a concept of God. Then he tells Job that God is 
being easy on him (v. 6) and if Job will just repent of his secret sin, God will forgive and 
restore him. 

 
Job 12 Job gives his fourth speech. Now he starts getting sarcastic. Verse 2 - "when you die, all 

wisdom will go with you." Verse 5 - it’s easy to sit in judgment when you've never been 
where I am (cp. Heb. 4:15). Then Job continues to declare that God is all-powerful, but 
unjust. 

 
John 12:1-19 Six days before Passover (v. 1) and His crucifixion, Mary anoints Jesus for burial. 

Judas has nurtured his greed (v. 6) and is preparing for his most heinous act. There is no 
justifying his actions or blaming anyone else for his betrayal of Jesus. Then, the next day, 
"Palm Sunday," Jesus goes to Jerusalem knowing the time has come for His crucifixion. 

 
 

JANUARY 26 
 
Job 13 Job declares that he understands how God deals with men through what he has observed 

(v. 1); therefore his pride says (v.  2), "I know everything you know. If only I could argue 
with God," (v.3). Then Job attacks the trio (v. 12). Job speaks as a proud man, fearing 
God, yet defying Him. Do you know of anyone who has done that? 

 
Job 14 In despair, Job waxes philosophic, comparing the life of man with flowers (v. 2), a tree (v. 

7-9), and a riverbed  (v. 11). All comparisons that fail to take into account the everlasting 
soul of man and the resurrection of the dead. Philosophy both now and then - deals only 
with this physical world. Job's pride and self-righteousness continue to build.  Religious 
beliefs based on experience will always fall short. 

 
Job 15 Eliphaz attacks Job mercilessly. He calls Job a dishonest blow-hard (v. 2-6), accuses him 

of discounting the wisdom of the aged (v. 7-13 - remember that Eliphaz may have been 
Job's great-uncle - Gen. 36 on Jan. 15), and that the wicked man is not to be envied (v. 17-
35). 

 
John 12:20-50 Jesus entered Jerusalem on Sunday (v. 12). This is what happened on Monday. 

Jesus gives His final temple speech. Verse 31- the Judgment of God is based on the cross 
of Christ. Jesus foretells of His death on the cross with many illustrations (v. 
24,27,32,33,35). It is still amazing that those that should have known Him best (v.  37,42) 
rejected Him the most. The signs that Jesus did (v. 37) pointed to His deity because of the 
Scriptures fulfilled, not because of the signs alone. The coming Antichrist will deceive 
many by signs and wonders. What is the difference? 

 
 



JANUARY 27 
 
Job 16 Job retaliates and the arguments heat up. Job calls his friends "sorry comforters" (v. 2). 

Once again Job reviews his case that God made a mistake. "I'm innocent of any wrong-
doing and if only I could face God I could show Him His error," (v. 18-22). 

 
Job 17 Job continues lamenting. Before you get too disgusted with Job, remember how you acted 

last time you felt that you have been treated unfairly. Some speak it with their mouth; 
others let it go around in their head for long periods of time.  Try to grasp the thoughts of 
Job that are expressed in this speech. 

 
Job 18 It's Bildad's turn. Bildad (means son of contention) resents Job's endless justifications and 

rejection of their advice. He expounds (even exaggerates) on the fate of the wicked on this 
earth. But Bildad is wrong. Full recompense (good or bad) will not be paid on this earth. 

 
John 13:1-17 Jesus knew what was about to happen (v. 1-3), so He saw it necessary to give them a 

"living parable" they could always remember. Throughout Jesus' ministry the disciples 
have been trying to be "the greatest."  When Jesus arrived in Jerusalem the previous 
Sunday they were sure that "the hour had come" for Jesus to set up His earthly kingdom 
and that they, the faithful followers, would have all the Cabinet Offices. Jesus needed to 
drive the point home that He had called them to serve, not to rule. When one receives 
Jesus as Lord he is "washed clean by the blood," but daily living in this world demands 
continual washing of the sandaled feet (v. 10). Spiritually, this truth is found in 1 John 1:9 
- daily forgiveness (cleansing). 

 
 

JANUARY 28 
 
Job 19 Job tries again to get his friends to understand that he is innocent. Job was innocent as far 

as his actions. Job's error is in his proud and haughty attitude.  Job's comprehension of 
what is really happening starts to rise (v. 25-27). Job then threatens his friends with God's 
justice. 

 
Job 20 Zophar takes offense at Job's words in 19:28,29.  He again tells Job that the wicked 

prosper for only a short time (and Job's time is over). Then, not being able to find out 
what sin Job did, Zophar accuses Job of some horrendous sins (v.9). 

 
John 13:18-38  The betrayer. Even when Jesus made it crystal clear, the disciples did not 

understand. Verse 29 indicates Jesus' generosity to the poor in that the disciples didn't 
think it strange or out of character for Judas (the treasurer - John 12:6) to leave at night to 
give monetary aid. Judas obviously left with the money.  What was Jesus' attitude about 
the money? Is it really possible, or even reasonable, for us to have the same attitude? 

 
 



JANUARY 29 
 
Job 21 Job will not be moved by religious tradition. He knows that outwardly the wicked prosper 

in many ways (v.  7-16). It is true that often their just penalties are piled up until judgment 
day (1 Tim. 5:24,25). Job goes overboard in his complaining and distorts even this fact (v. 
17-34). 

 
Job 22 Eliphaz renews his efforts to find out what "sin" caused this calamity. He accuses Job of 

robbing the poor and being unmerciful to the hungry, widows and orphans  (v. 6-9). He 
then rebuts Job's evaluation of God's ability to deal with the wicked in a just manner (v. 
12-20). He again tells Job to repent (v. 21-30) and reminds him of the benefits of serving 
God. 

 
John 14 Jesus speaks of heaven (v. 1-4), the only way to heaven (v. 5-14), about the Holy Spirit (v. 

15-18), the unity of the Trinity (God the Father, God the Son and God, the Holy Spirit) 
one God manifest in three persons (v. 19-26) and true peace (v. 27) that can come only 
from the Prince of Peace (Is.9:6). Then they leave the upper room in Jerusalem on 
Thursday Night and head toward Gethsemane, a little over a mile away. 

 
 

JANUARY 30 
 
Job 23 Job still wants an audience with God to prove his perceived total innocence. He is sure 

that God would be convinced that Job was right after all (v. 1-13). Job believes that 
somehow his suffering was God's will for him, but Job isn't comforted by that either (v. 
14-17), as well he shouldn't be. We should not find solace in that religious notion either. 
We are to find comfort in His love and His faithfulness to see us through. 

 
Job 24 Now Job starts justifying himself by comparing himself with vile sinners thus making 

himself look pretty good (v. 2-24). We all tend to do this, but in reality it is very 
misleading (2 Cor. 10:12). 

 
Job 25 Bildad and friends have said everything they can come up with. So, in this last speech by 

any of the trio, Bildad merely reiterates their main argument. "No one is perfect by God's 
standards, so admit you've sinned and receive forgiveness." 

 
John 15 On the mile trip to the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus spoke what is recorded in John 15 and 

16 to the Eleven. He illustrates a proper relationship between Himself and believers with a 
(grape) vine. The essence of this relationship is bearing fruit (v. 2), more fruit (v. 2), and 
much fruit (v. 5). To abide in the love of Jesus, we must keep His commandments (v. 
10,12-14,17). Don't be surprised if the world in general misunderstands, hates, or even 
persecutes you (v. 18-25). You are in good company. How can a world motivated by 
money, power, greed, and selfishness embrace those who are motivated by love (John 
13:35), compassion, generosity, and service? 

 
 



JANUARY 31 
 
Job 26 Job's anger crescendos against Bildad (v. 1-4). Job exhibits incredible knowledge of space 

(v. 7-14) and nature. 
 
Job 27 Job declares that even though wronged by God, he will continue in doing right until death 

(v. 1-6) because he still believes in the righteousness of God in the hereafter (v. 7-12). The 
wicked man, though maybe appearing prosperous, never knows when calamity may come. 
Their future is always uncertain (v. 13-23) except for the certainty of death and judgment. 
In the face of contrary circumstances, Job holds to his right actions. If only he would 
examine his pride as well. 

 
Job 28 Man can look for and find precious jewels and metals but he is unable to find true wisdom 

no matter how deep he digs in the earth (v. 1-12). Wisdom (true wisdom  - 1 Cor. 1:25) 
cannot be purchased with anything found on this earth that typically has "great value" (v. 
13-19). Only God possesses it (v. 23-27) and He will give it to those who fear (reverence, 
respect) Him (v. 28). 

 
John 16:1-15  Jesus warns his disciples that persecution will come. Don't be deceived into thinking 

that everyone will love you. In every century there have been those who thought they 
were doing good by killing God's people (v. 2). Never seek to be persecuted, but don't be 
surprised hen it happens. Persecution doesn't always mean physical pain, it is also 
experienced by being misunderstood or verbally attacked for your Christian convictions. 
Then Jesus gives one of the most informative teachings on the Holy Spirit (v. 7-15). He 
(NOT "It") deals in the hearts of the unsaved (v. 8-11) as well as the saved (v. 7,12-15). 

 
 

FEBRUARY 1 
 
Job 29 Job reminisces on his past, and recounts his many good deeds. He viewed himself as good 

as God. Remember, Job was a good man. His pride stopped God's blessing. The events of 
this chapter suggest that Job was a tribal king (Gen. 36:31- 33). 

 
Job 30 "But now..." Job returns to his present state and describes his anguish and circumstances 

that have made him the ridicule and contempt of the region. This is probably not fact, but 
Job's perception only. Have you exaggerated your problems or people's reactions way out 
of proportion in the past? 

 
John 16:16-33 Jesus hints at His resurrection. The disciples can't fit all this into their Jewish 

synagogue doctrine (v. 17).  Jesus, about to undergo the most traumatic time of eternity, is 
trying to comfort His disciples. Jesus continues to be more concerned about the disciples 
than He is about Himself (Rom. 5:5). 

 
 



FEBRUARY 2 
 
Job 31 Job elaborates on his innocence. He has not been immoral in act or thoughts (v. 1,9-12), 

he had been a fair master (v. 13-15), he has been generous to the poor, widowed, and 
orphans (v. 16-23), and he was not a lover of money (v. 24,25). He did not worship the 
sun, moon, or stars (v. 26-28). He did not curse even his enemies (v. 29,30). He has fed 
the stranger and the traveler (v. 31, 32), he has no secret sins (v. 33), and he was not 
intimidated into silence by "what others might think" (v. 34). Job is prepared to declare 
this to God. Could any of us do as well? 

 
Job 32 Elihu descended from Buz (Abraham's nephew - Gen.22:21). He has quietly sat through 

all these accusations and justifications (v. 3) in respect to his elders (v. 4-7). Now his 
anger is almost uncontainable. He starts by rebuking the three friends for their inability to 
answer Job's self-justification. 

 
John 17 This whole chapter is Jesus' prayer for the return of the glory He left behind to come to 

earth (v. 1-5), the protection and unity of believers (v. 11-15), the sanctification of 
believers (v. 17) and the glorification of believers (v. 22).  This prayer was for us (v. 
9,20). 

 
 

FEBRUARY 3 
 
Job 33 Now Elihu turns his attention from the three friends to Job.  He challenges Job to listen to 

the wisdom of God in him (v. 1-7).  Elihu accurately restates Job's stand (v. 8-11), then 
starts setting the record straight. God is not silent, but no one listens (v. 13,14).  He 
illustrates it this way: God speaks to a man in his dreams (v. 15-18) to "keep . . . his life 
from passing over into Sheol." If this is unheeded, sickness gains a foothold and what God 
tried to prevent starts to happen (v. 19-22).  Then an angel (possibly Jesus or the Holy 
Spirit) reminds the "man what is right for him," and the man responds and health is 
restored (v. 23-28). 

 
Job 34 Elihu again accurately presents Job's contentions (v. 5,6). He accuses Job of coming to 

wrong conclusions by his experiences (v. 9). He tells Job that the foundation of judging 
this or any other situation is - God is just.  It is impossible for Him to be anything else (v. 
10-30).  When the wicked rule it still points to God's justice, for how can anyone give out 
punishment before an offense has been committed? 

 
John 18:1-24 A cohort is 300 to 600 Roman soldiers. What did the priests expect to happen? They 

obviously were taking no chances. Leave it to Peter to bravely attack a slave in the mob. 
The "other disciple" (v. 15) was John. He was able to go inside and witness what was 
happening while Peter stood outside denying Jesus. 

 
 



FEBRUARY 4 
 
Job 35 Elihu attacks another of Job's arguments (v. 2,3). He says, wrongly - (cp. 2 Sam 11:27 & 

12:13) that we only sin against each other, not against God (v. 4-8). Then he speaks of the 
enigma of unanswered prayer (v. 9-14).  (1.) They don't really seek God (v. 10,11).  (2.) 
Pride hinders (v. 12).  (3.) They are empty prayers (words without feelings) (v. 13). 

 
Job 36 Elihu declares the greatness of God. He delivers the righteous (v. 9-11). Those who won't 

hear His instruction perish (v. 12-14).  We should praise God for His greatness if for 
nothing else (v. 24-27). 

 
Job 37 Elihu describes God's greatness as exhibited in weather. Evaporation and rain (36:27,28), 

thunder and lightning (36:29-37:4), snow and ice (v. 5-10) and clouds (v. 11-13). Job is 
exhorted to look at the awesomeness of God's creation and power. God doesn't listen to 
the proud (v. 24). 

 
John 18:24-40 The religious leaders saw no problem in killing an innocent man, but would not 

ceremonially defile themselves by entering the dwelling of a Gentile (v. 28). The 
Sanhedrin could condemn a man but had no power to carry it out. (v. 30). Pilate judged 
Jesus innocent - without spot or blemish. This was a requirement of the sacrificial lamb of 
the Old Testament (Ex. 12:5). 

 
 

FEBRUARY 5 
 
Job 38 Though Elihu's speech had some error in but it still started Job on the road to seeing his 

proud heart. Now God Himself finishes the job to keep all error out of it. God accepts 
Job's challenge (v. 3), and overwhelms him with facts. Notice the sarcasm in verse 21. Job 
can't even begin to comprehend the things of earth (snow, hail, rain, creation, light, etc. - 
v. 22-30), how can he even begin to understand the deeper ways of God? God then speaks 
of space (v. 31-33), power (v. 34-38), and the animal world (v. 39-41). What basis did Job 
have to judge God? 

 
Job 39 God continues to speak of His creative wisdom in the animal kingdom.  All have special 

abilities, strengths and inborn distinctions. 
 
John 19:1-22 Pilate tries to appease them by scourging Jesus, but they want Him dead. The Jews 

denied their God twice; once in rejecting Jesus as their King and then rejecting the Father 
God as the King of their nation (v. 15). The sin of a condemned man was to be displayed 
on the cross as a warning to others (v. 19-22, notice the Jews objected to what it said, not 
its existence). 

 
 



FEBRUARY 6 
 
Job 40 God says, "Now Job, your turn. Present your case." Job is wise enough to say "No 

comment" (v. 3-5). Job's opinion of himself is diminishing while his concept of God is 
rapidly expanding. God challenges Job to try to fill His shoes (v. 6-14). You can't even 
dominate another created thing (v. 15) yet you will advise the Creator? The Behemoth (v. 
15-18) with a tail like cedar - there is ample reason to theorize this COULD be a dinosaur. 

 
Job 41 God gives another example of man's limitations. The Leviathan is commonly accepted to 

be a crocodile but the description given it by Ps. 104:26 and Is. 27:1 require it to be a 
much larger sea creature. 

 
Job 42 Job adds humility and trust to his righteous deeds. He is now complete. The heart of man 

has always been more important to God than the actions of man. God makes it clear that 
the three friends did not speak God's wisdom (v. 7,8). Compare verses 12,13 to Job 1:2,3. 
Notice that everything that Satan stole was doubly returned except for the children. That is 
because Job's first ten children did not cease to exist when they left their bodies. In reality, 
Job did have 14 sons and 6 daughters, but half of them were waiting for him in Abraham's 
bosom (Luke 16:22). 

 
John 19:23-42 The tunic (v. 23) was an expensive piece of clothing. Jesus said seven things from 

the cross. The gospel of John tells us three: 
1.) Verses 26,27 - when a man died it was the responsibility of the oldest son (who 

received the birthright) to care for the mother. As Jesus died, the responsibility would go 
to the next oldest son. Jesus had at least four (half) brothers and one (half) sister (Matt. 
13:15), but they did not believe in Him (John 7:3-5).  So Jesus turned His responsibility 
over to John. Why John? (John 19:25, Matt. 27:56 and Mark 15:40). 

2.) Verse 28 fulfills the prophecy of Ps. 69:21. 
3.) Verse 30 - "It is finished!" That is the victory cry that echoed in heaven and hell 

that the sacrifice for man's sins has been completed. Breaking the victims legs (v. 32) 
would hasten death, but the perfect sacrificial lamb could not have any broken bones 
(Lev. 22:22, Ps. 34:20). 

 
 

FEBRUARY 7 
 
Ex. 1 A new dynasty had arisen in Egypt (v. 9) which had no gratitude to the nation that saved 

the former dynasty. Pharaoh orders male infanticide to try to reduce the Hebrew 
population. 

 
Ex. 2 The princess adopts Moses, but his mother gets paid to take care of him in her own home.  

Moses was probably 2 to 3 years old when he left the surroundings of his family's house 
and faith. Enough had been taught already. Moses was 40 when he tried single-handedly 
to be the deliverer of his people. He flees for his life to Midian. The Midianites were 
descended from Abraham through his second wife, Keturah (Gen 25:1,2). The Midianites 



were desert-dwellers. What better training could Moses get for his future task of leading 
2-3 million people through the wilderness? 

 
Ex. 3 Moses is now about 80. Moses is sent back to Egypt as God's instrument of deliverance. I 

AM WHO I AM (v. 14) means "the Ever-Present One." The Hebrew word is YHWH. 
Probably pronounced Yahweh, but we don't know for sure. Why was the pronunciation 
lost? You will find out later. 

 
John 20 "The other disciple" (v. 4) was John. The "Shroud of Turin" cannot be that of Jesus 

because John makes special note of how the wrappings were in the tomb (v. 7). The 
wrappings around His body had merely collapsed as if air had been let out of a balloon, 
but the wrapping around His face was neatly rolled up and off to the side. Still the 
disciples couldn't understand (v. 9). The purpose of John's gospel and why he wrote about 
the specific events in Jesus' ministry is summed up in verses 30 & 31. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 8 
 
Ex. 4 At 80, Moses was still working for his father-in-law (3:1) and had no ambition to do 

anything else.  He was comfortable in the family business.  He had financial security and 
no commitments or responsibilities outside his family. God wanted to give him purpose. 
Moses learns that God means what He says (v. 24-26) whether God says it to him or his 
ancestors (Gen. 17:10,14).  His wife probably took the children back home to Midian. 

 
Ex. 5 Pharaoh increases his cruelty against the Hebrews. The Hebrew slaves get mad at Moses a 

second time (2:11-14).  Straw made the bricks stronger. 
 
Ex. 6 Moses must depend on God because the support of the people is gone (v. 9). Lineage is 

given to inform future generations of Moses' heritage. Moses had one brother, Aaron and 
one sister, Miriam - 2:4,7).  Other names that will be important later: (1.) Korah (v. 21 
Moses' cousin) (2.) Nadab and Abihu (v. 23 Aaron's sons) and (3.) Phinehas (v. 25 - 
Aaron's grandson). 

 
John 21 Notice that this is a greater miracle (v. 11) than the first time (Luke 5:4,6). As Peter 

denied Jesus three times - each with more fervency - Jesus now elicits three affirmations 
of Peter's love for Him - each with more heart-felt expression.  On the human side, notice 
the competition between Peter and John for predominance (v. 20,21 cp. Mark 9:33 & 
10:35-37). 

 
 

FEBRUARY 9 
 
Ex. 7 Verse 5 is the key for the next four chapters. Egypt had multiple gods.  God picks on the 

most prominent ones. What are the Egyptian magicians' names (2 Tim. 3:8)? They 
thought the Nile was the product of their gods being pleased with their worship. The God 
of the Hebrews proved His superiority (v. 17). 



 
Ex. 8 Frogs symbolized fertility in Egyptian worship. God made them disgusting to the 

Egyptians (v. 3). Such helpful magicians Pharaoh had (v. 7).  God continues to ridicule 
the gods of Egypt with lice (gnats, sand fleas, or mosquitoes - meaning of the word is 
uncertain) and then flies. WHY?  Verses 19,22. 

 
Luke 1:1-23 Luke - a Gentile physician (Col 4:14) - wrote this to Theophilus - a Roman (Gentile) 

of high rank as indicated by "most excellent" (v. 3). There were, naturally, many stories 
about Jesus and most likely they were getting more fanciful as time went on.  Luke proved 
to be a good historian (v. 2,3).  It seems that Theophilus was born-again under the 
ministry of Luke or Paul (v. 4).  Zacharius descended from Aaron who descended from 
Levi. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 10 
 
Ex. 9 The bull was their foremost god. You will see the worship of cattle throughout the Old 

Testament in heathen countries and backslidden Israel. Hail - rare in Egypt - destroyed the 
flax and barley crops.  For the third time Pharaoh promises to let them go. 

 
Ex. 10 The locusts eat the wheat and spelt (v. 5, cp. 9:32). Pharaoh's servants do not regard this 

as an idle threat (v. 7). Ra, the sun god was shown to be powerless. 
 
Luke 1:24-56 Only Matthew and Luke record the birth of Jesus and they both write of different 

incidents. Matthew centers on Joseph, Luke on Mary.  Elizabeth is six months pregnant.  
Godly Zacharius and Elizabeth (v. 6) who have respect and credibility among the people 
confirm Mary’s chastity. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 11 
 
Ex. 11 God had been working up to this incident all along (v. 4:23). The plundering of the 

Egyptians (v. 2 cp. 12:35,36) was really wages for 400 years of slavery. 
 
Ex. 12 Note the similarities to Jesus. The lamb belonged to the family (John 1:11), it must be a 

young, unblemished male (1 Pet. 2:22,23), and the shed blood brought deliverance, safety, 
and preservation when applied. The 70 had multiplied to 600,000 men (v. 37). Counting 
women and children there were 2 to 3 million people leaving Egypt. 

 
Luke 1:57-80 John is not a Hebrew name (v. 61), but it was the name God gave him. Remember 

that John's parents were elderly. They probably died early in John's life and made 
arrangements for his upbringing (v. 80). In the deserts were communities of "Essenes."  
They were a Jewish sect that had rejected the formal religious actions of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. They lived in isolated communities and took great care in preserving the 
Scriptures. The Dead Sea Scrolls are a fruit of their labor. John the Baptist's mannerisms, 
food and clothing all point to Essene influence in his life. 



 
 

FEBRUARY 12 
 
Ex. 13 Further instruction about the Passover. God demands our best: the firstborn (v. 2,12), the 

first fruits (Ex. 23:16,19) and the first tenth of our income (Lev. 27:30). God 
supernaturally guides and protects the Israelites with the Cloud by day (protection from 
the desert sun) and Pillar of fire by night (warmth from the cold desert nights) for 40 
years. Yet, then as now, they despised the common miracle and gave no glory to God. 

 
Ex. 14 Moses headed toward a "dead end" - mountains on both sides and the Red Sea in front. It 

appeared to be a major tactical error (v. 3). Moses had to be a man of great moral strength 
and character to put up with 3,000,000 constant complainers (v. 11,12). The Lord stops 
the Egyptians (v. 19,20) to get His people to safety and set up the final victory (v. 17,28). 

 
Ex. 15 The people rejoiced at the sight and sang praise to God (v. 1-18).  Victory is sweet, but 

how soon it is forgotten when a heart doesn't trust fully in God (v. 24). There are several 
compound names that God used of Himself to describe His multifaceted character and 
provision. These are called His "redemptive names." So far we have seen "Jehovah Jireh" 
(Gen 22:13,14) the Lord provides and "Jehovah Rapha" (Ex 15:26) the Lord who heals. 

 
Luke 2:1-24 Mary and Joseph were from Nazareth. The Messiah was to come from Bethlehem 

(Mic. 5:2). How often the enemies of God play right into His hands. The shepherds' visit 
is much like that presented in a typical Christmas play except it should be noted that the 
birth of Jesus could not have been in winter since the shepherds were outside at night. 
They would only do this in the spring through fall. Compare verse 23 to Exodus 13:2 & 
12. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 13 
 
Ex. 16 Now they grumble about food and God gives them manna. Manna means, "What is it?" It 

was a heavenly substance.  God tested them with the manna (v. 4) and they failed (v. 20). 
A sample of it was put in a jar as a reminder of God's provision (v. 32-34). This jar 
eventually ended up in the Ark of the Covenant (Heb 9:4). 

 
Ex. 17 It would seem that the grumbling of the people caused God to act. That is not true. 

Grumbling never brings God's blessings. The blessings come when someone prays 
(Moses v. 4). God knew they needed water; He just wanted them to ask. Notice - God 
tests us with good (16:4, Js. 1:13) and the people test God with evil (v. 7). Jewish tradition 
says that Hur was Miriam's husband. Another redemptive name is given (v. 15), "Jehovah 
Nissi" - the Lord our Banner. 

 
Ex. 18 Moses' family is reunited (see notes on Ex. 4 - Feb. 8). Jethro gives Moses counsel on 

how to more effectively minister to the people through delegation of authority (v. 19-23). 
 



Luke 2:25-52 God doesn't do anything without telling His prophets (v. 26,37,38). At twelve a 
typical Jewish boy had memorized VERBATIM the Pentateuch (Gen. - Deut.) and usually 
Psalms and Proverbs. He had some questions that needed answers so He took this 
opportunity to ask the religious leaders (v. 46). But Jesus knew more than they did (v. 47). 

 
 

FEBRUARY 14 
 
Ex. 19 Before God gives them the Law, He gets a commitment out of them (v. 4-8). God's 

presence is accompanied by thunderstorms, trumpet sounds (v. 16), smoke, fire and 
earthquakes (v. 18). Even with that, God knew that the people had to be told TWICE "stay 
away from the mountain" (v. 12,21).  They wanted to be able to see God - not unlike 
running out in the street to see a fire engine go by. 

 
Ex. 20 The Ten Commandments - How many can you name before you read them? 

1.) V. 3 
2.) V. 4 
3.) V. 7 
4.) V. 8 
5.) V. 12 
6.) V. 13 
7.) V. 14 
8.) V. 15 
9.) V. 16 
10.) V. 17 

 
The Lutherans and the Catholics combine verses 3 & 4 into one commandment and 

separate verse 17 into two commandments. They think that there is a difference between 
coveting your neighbor's wife and your neighbor's donkey. My wife tends to agree with 
them. Isn't it amazing that there isn't full agreement about what the Ten Commandments 
really are? 

 
Ex. 21 Now that the religious laws have been stated, God progresses to the civil laws. The slave 

(v. 1-6) was more an indentured servant. Verses 7-11 are designed to protect the female. 
Laws are set down to judge cases of manslaughter and personal injury (v. 12-32) and 
property damage (animals v. 33-36). 

 
Luke 3 Notice how Luke - the historian - dates major events (v. 1  cp. 2:1,2). John the Baptist - 

born six months before Jesus - probably started preaching six months before he baptized 
Jesus. John spent 30 years in preparation, one and one-half years preaching (v. 3-18, 
21,22) and one year and four months in prison (v. 19, 20). Then he was martyred. You 
have covered only those people mentioned in verses 33-38 so far this year in your Old 
Testament study. 

 
 



FEBRUARY 15 
 
Ex. 22 The Law continues speaking about theft (v. 1-4), property damage (v. 5-6), dishonesty and 

accidents (v. 7-15), immorality (v. 16-17) and civil and religious obligations (v. 18-31). 
 
Ex. 23 Many of these statements (21:12-23:13) are elaborating on the original Ten 

Commandments (20:1-17). Notice the rest associated with seven - the seventh year (v. 11) 
and the seventh day (v. 12). Three feasts are established: (1.) Unleavened Bread (the day 
after Passover); (2.) Feast of the Harvest (Pentecost - 50 days after Passover);  (3.) Feast 
of the Ingathering (final harvest - also called Tabernacle or Booths. God promises success 
and gives important instructions (v. 20-33). 

 
Ex. 24 Nadab and Abihu are Aaron's sons. The blood covenant is the most sacred of all 

agreements throughout the history of the world. The covenant is received (v. 3), written 
down (v. 4), and ratified by the shed blood and the agreement of the people (v. 6-8).  Then 
there was the "covenant meal" (v. 11). Now God will give the commandments to Moses 
written on stone tablets (v. 12). 

 
Luke 4:1-32 Notice the basis of temptation:  (1.) Lust of the flesh - v. 3,4 (disregarding what God 

wants in order to meet my own needs);  (2.) Lust of the eyes - v. 5-8 (to get what you want 
without cost);  (3.) The pride of life - v. 9-12 (you do whatever you want and God will 
guarantee your health and happiness) (cp. 1 John 2:16).  "The favorable year of the Lord" 
(v. 19) was the Year of Jubilee. It is explained in Leviticus 25:8-55.  It is a year of 
freedom and prosperity. Jesus said, "I am the Year of Jubilee.  In Me is freedom."  Then 
He illustrates that God's blessings are for those who believe, not just for the Jew (v. 25-
27). 

 
 

FEBRUARY 16 
 
Ex. 25 If Moses wrote the book of Genesis, as assumed, much of the prehistoric information was 

probably revealed to him during this forty-day time with God (24:18). God now starts 
describing in great detail the Tabernacle (tent) that Moses is to build.  In fact, there are a 
total of fifty chapters in the Bible that describe the details of this Tabernacle. Remember, 
this contribution (v. 3-7) came mostly from the Egyptians (12:35,36). The ark and the 
mercy seat (v. 10-21) were the center of their worship. A cubit = approximately 18 inches. 
The Table of the Showbread (v. 23-30) represented fellowship (eating together) with God 
(see John 6:32-35). The Golden Lampstand (v. 31-40) was the only light in the Tabernacle 
(cp. John 8:12). Locations of these and other articles in the Tabernacle will be covered 
later. 

 
Ex. 26 The Tabernacle was symbolic of the Person and work of Jesus Christ from start to finish. 

The curtains - fine twisted linen - typify righteousness; blue - Christ's heavenly character; 
purple - His royalty; scarlet - His suffering. Over these curtains were curtains of goat's 
hair (the goat hair represented the sin offering necessary to enter God's presence - Lev. 
9:3), ram's skins dyed red (substitution through death), and porpoise skins (the outermost 



covering of the Tabernacle, the beauty of the Tabernacle was covered by plain, grayish, 
unimpressive skins - representing Jesus taking on flesh). 

The boards (v. 15-30) represent humanity; the gold (v. 29) symbolizes deity. Jesus 
was 100 % man and 100% God. They were set in gold sockets so they would not be 
defiled by the earth (John 17:14). 

The veils (different function from curtains, but same material) separated the two 
rooms of the Tabernacle - the Holy Place (where the priests ministered daily) and the 
Holy of Holies (contained the ark of the covenant and was only to be entered once a year 
and then only by the High priest on the Day of Atonement). 

 
Luke  4:33-44  Demons knew He was the Son of God and they taunted Him  (v. 34) because, as the 

Son of God, He had no legal right to cast them out; BUT, as the Son of Man, empowered 
by the Holy Spirit (v. 14), He had the right and the ability to cast them out, as well as to 
heal the sick. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 17 
 
Ex. 27 The brass altar (v. 1-8) was outside the Tabernacle. The sacrifices were offered on it. 

Nothing else was done until AFTER the sacrifice. Jesus' sacrifice is the prerequisite to 
fellowshipping with God. The court (v. 9-19) was contained by a linen fence all around 
the Tabernacle. There was only one entrance - as there is only one way to God  (John 
14:6). Oil (v. 20,21) represents the Holy Spirit, the power of Christian living. 

 
Ex. 28 What the priests were to wear is also very specifically detailed. They were to represent the 

people before God (v. 9-12, 15-21, 29,30).  The pomegranates and golden bells around the 
hem of the garment represent the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22,23) and the gifts of the 
Spirit (1 Cor. 12:1,4,7-11,13:1) respectively. 

 
Luke 5:1-16 This is not the first time that they had encountered Jesus (cp. John 1:35-42) but it 

was time to leave their business and follow Him. The fishing business was a two-family 
partnership (v. 10). Jesus never let the demands of people interfere with His prayer time. 
That was His strength and direction. 

 
 



FEBRUARY 18 
 
Ex. 29 The consecration of the priests and all the garments. Sin has so stained this world that we 

can't even serve God without the benefit of the shed blood of an innocent. Laying hands 
on the animal symbolized the transferring of sins to the animal (v. 10, 15,19). 

 
Ex. 30 The altar of incense is the third and last piece of furniture in the Holy Place (joining the 

table of showbread and golden candlestick). The incense represents the prayers of God's 
people.  This mandatory contribution (v. 11-16) was needed to make the sockets, hooks 
and bands (Ex. 38:25-28). This later was instituted as the temple tax (Mt. 17:24). The 
laver was to repurify the priest who had picked up dirt between his house and the altar (Jn. 
13:8-10). The anointing oil (v. 22,23) and incense (v. 34-38) were to be specially made for 
service to God. What was meant for God had better be given to Him (v. 32,33,37,38). 

 
Luke 5:17-39 Man's greatest need is always forgiveness. But, forgiveness cannot be seen (v. 21-

23) so Jesus proves that He CAN forgive sins (v. 24). Tax gatherers were Jews that 
collected taxes for the Roman government. They were therefore hated by their 
countrymen as traitors. Sinners (v. 30) were prostitutes. They are the only ones who 
would associate with tax gatherers. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 19 
 
Ex. 31 God increased the “natural” ability of those who were skilled in different necessary crafts 

in order for them to be able to build the Tabernacle and furniture correctly. Those today 
who should know, tell us that it impossible to construct the lampstand out of one piece of 
gold (Ex. 25:31). God equips those He calls. 

The Sabbath was a sign (v. 13) of obedience to God. It made the Israelites different 
from the rest of the nations. Keeping the Sabbath was an indicator of the spiritual 
condition of the people (Jer.17:19-27). Verse 18 fulfills the promise of 24:12. 

 
Ex. 32 The people thought Moses must be dead after almost forty days on the stormy mountain. 

But it is still hard to believe that Aaron would so quickly accommodate. Only six weeks 
previously they had ratified their covenant with God (24:7). The bull was the principal 
god of Egypt. We become like what we worship. Demonic idols turn sensible people to 
immorality - (verse 6 suggests drunkenness and sexual unrestraint).  Moses interceded for 
them based on three things:  (1.) God chose them (v. 11), (2.) God's actions would be 
misunderstood by other nations (v. 12) and (3.) God's promise to their forefathers (v. 13). 
They had broken the covenant (20:4), and Moses broke the tablets (v. 19) in his anger. 

 
Ex. 33 God says that He will send an angel to lead them instead of leading them Himself because 

they are so rebellious (v. 3). The tent (v. 7) because the Tabernacle was not built yet.  
Moses pleads for God to go with them and God agrees (v. 12-17). 

 
Luke 6:1-26 Probably the strictest Law of the Jewish religion was keeping the Sabbath. Countless 

volumes of commentary had been written (by man) to define what could and could not be 



done on the Sabbath.  Jesus tries to explain the Spirit of the commandment (freedom) 
rather than the Letter of the Law (bondage).  Jesus infuriates them by healing a man on 
their sacred Sabbath to prove His point. That's "work," isn't it? 

 
 

FEBRUARY 20 
 
Ex. 34 God replaces the stone tablets (32:19) but this time Moses must cut out the rock.  The Ten 

Commandments can be categorized into two areas - our duty toward God and our duty 
toward men. In this chapter, God expounds on the first four commandments that involve 
our walk with Him. Verse 21 was a big demand on an agricultural society. Moses' veil not 
only covered his glowing face, but also symbolized the inability of the Israelites to fully 
comprehend the purpose of the law, which is to point us to Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 3:12-16). 

 
Ex. 35 Now Moses tells the people what God told him (25:1 & 31:18). First, they gather the 

contributions (v. 20-29). Then the craftsmen are named (v. 30-35). 
 
Ex. 36 The people gave so much that the workmen complained and Moses had to restrain them 

from giving . . . such troubles! Many numbers in Scripture have symbolic meanings as 
well as being factual information.  Five is the number of grace; eleven is the number of 
disorganization (Acts 1:15-23, 17:6). Of the eleven curtains, only one could be seen when 
the Tabernacle was erected - only 1/11 of Jesus' life (3 years) was spent in public ministry. 

 
Luke 6:27-49 Jesus began to teach in verse 21 about the Law of Love. The man who walks in the 

Law of Love will automatically keep every civil law of the Old Testament.  Jesus speaks 
from experience. That's how God treats us. Verses 46-49 are the key to all Christianity. 
Study it carefully. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 21 
 
Ex. 37 Chapters 35-40 record how precisely God's instructions were carried out. This records the 

construction of the ark (v. 1), the table (v. 10), the lampstand (v. 17), and the incense and 
oil (v. 25). 

 
Ex. 38 The craftsmen, under the direction of Bezalel (37:1), make the brass altar (v. 1-7), the 

laver (v. 8), and the linen screen that fenced off the court (v. 9-20).  At prices of: gold - 
$400 an ounce and silver - $5 an ounce, there was $18 million in gold and $750 thousand 
in silver used in the Tabernacle. 

 
Luke 7: 1-30 Jesus shows that distance is no barrier with God (v. 6-10). John the Baptist is even 

disillusioned with Jesus (v. 19). He was also expecting the Messiah to be a military leader 
(who would get John out of prison). Jesus responds by showing that He was fulfilling 
Scripture, not man's expectations. Jesus speaks well of John and explains his short 
ministry. 

 



 
FEBRUARY 22 

 
Ex. 39  The importance of this chapter is that the people obeyed the commands of the Lord to the 

minutest detail (v. 1,5,7,21,26,29,31,32,42,43). Should we do any less when we find a 
command in Scripture? 

 
Ex. 40 It was one year to the day since their departure from Egypt that the Tabernacle was built 

(v. 17 cp. 12:2) and nine months after they had entered the wilderness of Sinai (19:1). The 
cloud is the visible token of God's presence, His glory.  By filling the Tabernacle, God's 
approval is evident to all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
1.) ALTAR OF BURNT OFFERING (v. 6) 
2.) LAVER (v. 7) 
3.) VEIL (v. 5) 
4.) HOLY PLACE 
5.) TABLE OF SHOWBREAD (v. 4) 
6.) ALTAR OF INCENSE (v. 5) 
7.) CANDLESTICK (v. 4) 
8.) HOLY OF HOLIES 
9.) ARK OF THE COVENANT (v. 3) 
10.) VEIL (v. 3) 
11.) COURT (v. 8) 
12.) LINEN FENCE (v. 8) 

 
Luke 7:31-50 Jesus graphically illustrates that you can never convince a person who is bent on 

unbelief (v. 31-35), they will always find something wrong. The woman (a sinner - v. 39 
cp. 5:30) illustrates the need to see how much God has forgiven us. A "good person" is 
going to hell just as fast as a prostitute if Jesus isn't Lord of his life. Notice the "works of 
repentance" (Luke 3:8) not "working for justification" brought the woman forgiveness. 
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FEBRUARY 23 
 
Num. 1:1 - 10:10  Covers one month and twenty days (Ex. 40:17 & Num 10:11). It is during this 

same 50 days that the entire book of Leviticus was written. 
 
Num. 1 One month after the Tabernacle was built (Ex. 40:17, Num. 1:1) God tells Moses to 

"number" the people to see what kind of army they could muster. One descendent from 
each of the 12 tribes (Joseph, who received the double portion was doubly represented - 
v.10, and Levi was excluded) was to help Moses (who was of the tribe of Levi). Joseph is 
primarily represented by Ephraim who obtained Joseph's birthright (v. 32 cp. Gen. 
48:17,20). The Levites were chosen to be caretakers of the Tabernacle and Aaron's 
descendants were to be the priests of Israel. 

 
DAN       ASHER       NAPHTALI 
62,700     41,500       53,400 

 
MERARITES 

EPHRAIM  G              6,200                                          JUDAH 
 40,500  E  7                                                              74,600 

R  5       TABERNACLE       MOSES 
MANASSEH  S  0                                       AARON      ISSACHAR 
   32,200   H  0       KOHATHITES                                54,400 

O                 8,600 
ZEBULON   N                                                               BENJAMIN 
    35,400                                                                                           57,400 

REUBEN        SIMEON       GAD 
46,500           59,300         45,650 

 
Num. 2 According to Jewish tradition, the standards (v. 2) were: East (v. 9) - a lion, South (v. 16) 

- a human portrait, West (v. 24) - an ox, and North (v. 31) an eagle. The significance is 
explained on November 19, Ezekiel 1. 

 
Luke 8:1-21 Even Jesus' ministry needed financial supporters (v. 3). He had twelve on staff and 

many of those had families (4:38 & 1 Cor. 9:5). The parable of the sower and the seed (v. 
4-15) is related in three of the four gospels. The seed (God's Word) remains constant. The 
variable is the heart of man. 

 
 

FEBRUARY 24 
 
Num. 3 Now the Levites are numbered. Levi had three sons (Ex. 6:16) Gershon, Kohath, and 

Merari. Moses and Aaron were Kohathites. Each family was responsible for a different 
part of the Tabernacle. Moses and Aaron (families) alone camped on the East Side of the 
Tabernacle (the entrance). The first-borns are God's (v. 12), but He will take the Levites 



as His instead (v. 45).  There were 273 more first-born than there were Levites, so the 
extra were redeemed by five shekels apiece. 

 
Num. 4 By now you may be understanding the reason this book is called "Numbers."  More 

detailed instruction is given to the Kohathites (v. 1-20), the Gershonites (v. 21-28) and the 
Merarites (v. 29-33). Notice that they had to be thirty years old to enter into the service of 
the Tabernacle (v. 3 cp. Luke 3:23). 

 
Luke 8:22-56 Jesus told them to cross the lake (v. 22). When God speaks it will come to pass (v. 

25), even a boat full of water would take them to the other side (cp. 2 Kings 6:5-7). A 
legion was between 3,000 and 6,000 demons; yet man's will to be free (the man came to 
Jesus) was stronger. Jesus illustrates that “even when it seems that God is delayed (v.43-
48), He is NEVER late." 

 
 

FEBRUARY 25 
 
Num. 5 The nation is organized. Now it must be protected (v. 2-4), moral (v. 5-10) and pure (v. 

11-31). For this test to work (v. 19-21), the Lord had to be involved. 
 
Num. 6 More special instructions. The Nazirite vow (no way related to "Nazareth" or "Nazarene") 

could be for a specific period of time (Acts 21:23,24) or for life (Judges 13:5). It was 
consecrating one's self to service for God. 

 
Luke 9:1-36 The ministry multiplies. The twelve are sent out to preach the Good News. They 

return and Jesus tries to give them some rest, but the people press them into more service. 
Jesus starts preparing the disciples for His death (v. 22) and expands the example to us all.  
We must also die with Him - give up our old nature, our pride, our old life, our human 
goals (v. 25) - if we will truly experience God's best.  Moses and Elijah were there and 
represented the whole of the Old Testament, the Law (Moses) and the Prophets (Elijah). 

 
 

FEBRUARY 26 
 
Num. 7 The leaders of Israel - representing the entire nation - brought offerings, carts and oxen to 

carry the Tabernacle and dedication offerings (v. 10). Verses 12-83 give detailed 
repetition of all twelve offerings. They are exactly the same, but the repetition illustrates 
God's pleasure and is an example of our sameness yet uniqueness in Him. Verse 84-88 
totals all the offerings. 

 
Luke 9:37-62 One cannot believe in Jesus and deny the existence of demons (v. 38-42). These 

arguments (v. 46) were quite common. They still thought that greatness in heaven 
paralleled greatness on earth, so they continually fought for preeminence. The Samaritans 
were half-Jewish and therefore thought of as inferior by the rest of Israel. Rivalry was 
rampant between them (v.53). The father (v. 59) was not dead yet - probably not even 
sick. He was saying, in essence: "I'll follow you, Jesus - but later..." 



FEBRUARY 27 
 
Num. 8 The Lord gives instructions about the lampstand (v. 1-4) and the cleansing of the Levites 

(v. 5-22). As the sacrifice covered their sins, they were to manifest it outwardly by 
personal cleanliness. Notice verse 24 contradicts 4:3. Since the temple worship was so 
detailed, there was probably a five-year apprenticeship. Doing something wrong would 
cost a man his life, so training would be vital. 

 
Num. 9 This is the beginning of the second year (see notes on Num. 1) and happened before 

chapters 1-8. It is their first anniversary of Passover (Ex. 12). But already there is a 
conflict of laws (v. 6,7). God isn't surprised. Laws are standards for the just to make 
impartial, righteous decisions. When they conflict (Luke 6:1-2) one law must dominate 
(Luke 6:3,4 - Num. 9:10). God decides which law dominates, not man. Verses 15-23 are 
an overview of the next 39 years. As of yet the cloud had not lifted from the newly 
constructed tent. 

 
Num. 10:1-10 The trumpets were used for five purposes. What are they? 
1.) V. 3 
 
2.) V. 4 
 
3.) V. 5-6 
 
4.) V. 9 
 
5.) V. 10 
 
Is there any correlation between these verses and the trumpet spoken of in Mt. 24:31; I Cor. 15:52; 

and I Thess. 4:16? 
 
Luke 10:1-24 Now Jesus sends out the 70 (cp. 9:1). His commission is essentially the same as to 

the Twelve. Those entrusted with the Good News are entitled to support from those they 
minister to (v. 5-7), but they are not to look for "who can treat them the best" (v. 7). Our 
Holy Spirit power is always of second importance to our relationship with heaven (v. 20). 

 
 

FEBRUARY 28 
 
Lev. 1 This book deals mainly with the Levites - hence the name. This all happened in the same 

time frame as Numbers 1:1 - 10:10. Verse 1 picks up from Exodus 40:34-38. This is 
essentially the priest's handbook. Chapter 1 deals with the presentation of burnt offerings. 
All of the offerings prescribed are types and shadows of the redemption of the New 
Testament. Both Jesus (Luke 9:44) and believers (Rom. 12:1,2) are typified. 

 
Lev. 2 The grain offering was to remind the people of the source of their food.  Man can be 

grateful or ungrateful, but God is under no obligation to the ungrateful. How the offerings 
are given is of great importance for they all point to Jesus. Fire was God's judgment on the 



offering, instead of the offerer. Frankincense symbolizes deity.  Leaven is always 
corruption. "Mixed with oil" typifies the Holy Spirit in Jesus (Luke 3:21,22). Salt 
symbolizes preservation (Matt. 5:13). 

 
Lev. 3 The peace offering was the only offering that the giver shared in by eating a portion of it. 

The others were either completely burned or eaten by the Levites. It illustrates fellowship 
between God and man on the basis of a blood sacrifice (Rom. 5:1). But eating blood (and 
fat) was strictly prohibited (v. 17 cp. John 6:55-56). 

 
Luke 10:25-42 The Jews were well satisfied to equate their  "neighbor" with the "friends" and 

thereby faithfully uphold the commandment of Leviticus 19:18. Jesus uses a "despised 
Samaritan" to show what was really meant. Verses 38-40 challenges us to evaluate "What 
is really important in light of eternity? 

 
 

MARCH 1 
 
Lev. 4 The sin offering was to be brought for unintentional sins (v. 2), that includes sins that the 

offender knew were sins, but by ignorance, weakness, or waywardness, did it anyway (cp. 
Num. 15:30, 31). Jesus filled this type also (1 John 1:7,9). Laying his hand (v. 4) 
identifies the bull with the sin of the person.  The blood (v. 6) symbolizes sin being 
covered (Heb. 9:13,14). The fat, liver, and kidneys were burned on the altar and the 
carcass was burned outside the camp (v. 8-12, cp. Heb. 13:10-13). Verses 3-12 gives 
instruction on what to do if the priest sinned. Verses 13-21 were to be followed if all the 
people sinned. Verses 22-26 was how to deal with a leader who sinned - what instructions 
changed in this instance? Why? Verses 27-35 were if an ordinary individual sinned. 
Depending on ability he would offer a female goat (v. 28) or offer a lamb (v. 32). 

 
Lev. 5 Here are some examples of what would constitute the need for a sin offering (v. 1-4). If 

they can't afford even a lamb (4:32) they may bring two doves (v. 7). If they are extremely 
poor a small portion of flour (v. 11 cp. Heb 9:22) was acceptable. The guilt offering (v. 
14-19). Sins against the holy things (v. 15 neglecting to pay a tithe, eating parts of a 
sacrifice that belonged to the priests, offering a blemished animal, not redeeming the first-
born, etc.) required restitution plus one-fifth (20 %). 

 
Lev. 6 Explanations on guilt offerings continued throughout verse 7 for those involved in fraud, 

theft or lying. Then additional instructions are given for the burnt offering (v. 8-13 cp. 
1:1-17), the grain offering (v. 14-23 cp. 2:1-16) and the guilt offering (v. 24-30 cp. 4:1-
5:13). Why was God so specific? Why wouldn't offering whatever you felt like be okay? 

 
Luke 11: 1-28  Disciples, by definition, want to be like their teacher. Jesus was a man of prayer and 

the disciples saw that it worked in His life. In the parable (v. 5-8), God is not likened to a 
tired housemaster. The point is found in verse 9-13. If that man would get up, HOW 
MUCH MORE would God answer our call. Asking for the Holy Spirit (v. 13) is the 
prerequisite for being filled with the Holy Spirit. Notice that demons do not go to hell 
when they are cast out (v. 24-26). That is their future destiny and they are afraid of it (cp. 



8:31). Again someone tries to deify Mary (v. 27), but Jesus puts things in perspective (v. 
28). 

 
 

MARCH 2 
 
Lev. 7 Further instructions about the guilt offering (v. 1-10). This is continued from chapter 6:24-

30 (cp. 5:14-6:12) and the peace offering (v. 1 cp. 3:1-17). The ordination offering (v. 37) 
refers to ordaining the priests into service (cp. Ex. 29:22-34). 

 
Lev. 8 Now was the time to carry out the instructions of Exodus 28 & 29, to anoint the priests 

and consecrate them for service. It was done in full public view (v. 4). The Urim (Light) 
and Thummin (Perfection) were used to know the will of God. What they are or how it 
was done is not known. The lack of description indicates that it was commonly known at 
the time. 

 
Lev. 9 After seven days of separation from the people, Aaron and his sons appear for the 

"opening ceremonies."  After a sin offering (v. 8) and a burnt offering (v. 14) for himself, 
he can then make offerings for the people. Those included a sin offering (for atonement 
only through blood - v. 15), the burnt offering (dedication - v. 16), the grain offering 
(sustenance - v. 17) and the peace offering (fellowship - v. 18). 

 
Luke 11:29-54  There will be no excuses given for rejecting Jesus Christ, the fulfillment of all the 

sacrifices (v. 29-32). Ceremonial washings (v. 38) were only to illustrate cleanness on the 
inside that couldn't be seen. Jesus does not dismiss tithing (v. 42) but declares that God 
expects more from us than just our money. The Hebrew Bible begins with Genesis and 
ends with 2 Chronicles (all of the Old Testament books are included, but in different 
order). Jesus is saying (v. 51) " . . . from the first murder (Gen. 4:8) to the last (2 Chr. 
24:20-22)." Jesus was not against offending offenders (v. 45,53). 

 
MARCH 3 

 
Lev. 10 Aaron's two oldest sons immediately test God's law by breaking three of them. 

1.) Using strange fire (cp. 6:12). 
2.) They apparently (by the flow of the narrative) were not offering the incense at the 
morning or evening sacrifice (Ex. 30:7,8), but at a time of their choosing. 
3.) They were probably drunk since verse 9 follows the incident. For commentary on 
10:16-20 reread 6:26,30. Aaron's reason (v. 19) has something to do with the death of his 
sons, but is somewhat unclear. Moses understands and accepts it. 

 
Lev. 11 Now God gives them dietary laws. Laws must be viewed as PROTECTIVE rather than 

RESTRICTIVE if you are to understand God's purposes. These laws did two things: (1.) 
Exemplified Israel's uniqueness to the nations around them. (2.) Protected them from 
health dangers that were unknown to them.  They were forbidden to eat rock badger and 
rabbit; both of which we now know often transmitted disease; pork (which spoils faster 
than beef, as well as being more often infected with parasites); shellfish (even today often 



cause food poisoning); and vermin and predatory birds (disease carriers). Their obedience 
prevented many deaths.  Today we know more about proper preparation, but do we know 
everything yet?  For New Testament balance see 1 Timothy 4:1-5. 

 
Lev. 12 Prostitution and fertility rites were a part of religious worship all around them. God bans 

anything sexual or sensual from true worship. Childbirth is not "dirty," it is natural and 
essential (Gen. 1: 28), but these laws remind us of the sin in our flesh, as well as being a 
safeguard to health. 

 
Luke 12:1-34 God will never let someone "get lost in the crowd"  (v. 6,7).  Verses 13-21 - the 

question has been asked, "How much does the richest man leave?" The answer, "All of it," 
and we will leave the same. When we really believe God's love, plan, purpose and 
eternity, "stuff" gets put in proper priority. God is a God of abundance, but abundance 
without Jesus being Lord creates bondage. 

 
 

MARCH 4 
 
Lev. 13 Although the word "leprosy" is used throughout chapters 13 and 14, many different skin 

diseases are described. This chapter is a textbook for the priest to diagnose whether the 
disease is acute or chronic. As far as ancient records reveal, this is the first form of 
quarantine and preventative medicine for these diseases. Crying "unclean" (v. 45) when 
approaching others was mandatory - not doing so was punishable by death. The illness 
described in verses 47-59 was a mold or mildew that could be taken care of by washing 
(v. 54), burning (v. 52) or cutting out the infected part (v. 56). The importance is lost if 
you don't understand the value placed on clothes in those days. The style never changed 
so clothes were a very accurate means of determining one's wealth because the clothing 
didn't lose its value. They were repaired, not destroyed. 

 
Lev. 14 When the skin disease was healed there was an elaborate cleansing ritual. Two birds (v. 4) 

were used. One was killed; the other was dipped in the blood and released. This illustrates 
Romans 4:25, delivered up (killed) and raised up. The house "leprosy" was probably some 
type of mold or fungus (dry rot). 

 
Luke 12:35-59 A human error is the unreal assumption that things don't change. We get 

comfortable instead of being visionary (v. 40-48). There will always be controversy over 
Jesus, and true Christianity in general (v. 49-53). You must choose to follow Him, or you 
will be found opposing Him. There are no other options. 

 
 

MARCH 5 
 
Lev. 15 These ordinances, though probably burdensome in their technicality, are easily understood 

today in light of germs, communicable diseases and personal hygiene. God's laws are 
PROTECTIVE, not RESTRICTIVE - even when our little whiz-brain doesn't understand 
how or why. 



 
Lev. 16 The Day of Atonement (At-one-ment . . . At one with God) was the most important day of 

the year. It was the only day of the year that the high priest could enter into the presence 
of God in the Holy of Holies. He first obtained forgiveness and cleansing for his own sin 
(v. 3), then he cleansed the Tabernacle (v. 16,18,19), and the people (v. 20-24). The 
"scapegoat" (v. 26) symbolized the innocent (Jesus) taking the sins away from the guilty, 
so the "guilty" (now innocent) could commune with God (cp. 2 Cor. 5:21, Heb. 9: 6- 14). 

 
Lev. 17 More regulations about sacrificing. Any animal killed for food was to be brought to the 

Tabernacle so the blood and fat could be made into a peace offering (v. 5-6) before the 
meat was eaten. This was not a hardship on the people because they rarely ate meat other 
than at the numerous festivals (no refrigerators - remember). The command also kept 
them from offering the blood to demonic idols as the neighboring countries did. Animals 
were to be sacrificed ONLY at the tabernacle (v. 8,9). Compare verses 10-14 to Genesis 
9:4 and Acts 15:28,29. 

 
Luke 13:1-21 Their mentality was that "if tragedy strikes, it is God's judgment." " . . . you shall all 

likewise perish," refers not to the type of death, but the certainty of it. "Unless you 
repent,” relates to the promise in John 8:51,52. The unproductive fig tree symbolizes 
Israel.  God gave them everything, yet they produced nothing. Jesus was giving them their 
last call for repentance (Israel rejected it, but they will bud again - Matt. 24: 32-34). The 
mystery of the Kingdom is that it will start out small (almost useless to humanity - the 
birds) but will grow tremendously on the earth. Leaven (used everywhere in Scripture as 
"evil") will try to corrupt the pure (as we can readily see in church history). 

 
 

MARCH 6 
 
Lev. 18 The sexual standards of God's people were not to be dictated by the standards of the 

majority (v. 3). This is still true today. Worldly rationalization and morals are leaven in 
the Body of Christ. To "uncover nakedness" is to have sexual intercourse with blood 
relatives or relatives by marriage. Molech (v. 21) was an Ammonite idol that had fire 
inside his belly.  Children were common sacrifices. Homosexuality is clearly forbidden (v. 
22 cp. 1 Cor. 6:9). 

 
Lev. 19 Standards for relationships, providing for the poor (v. 9,10), social interaction (v. 11-18), 

and behaving differently than the ungodly (v. 26-31) are set forth here. 
 
Luke 13:22-35 The narrow door (v. 24) is Jesus. Outsiders accuse Christians of being too narrow-

minded, saying that there are many ways to heaven. If we think in line with God, how 
narrow is our mind?  Many who expect to be saved will be disappointed (v. 23-30).  Jesus' 
response to the Pharisees "warning" in verse 31 is "You, not Herod, will be My 
murderers." 

 
 
 



 
MARCH 7 

 
Lev. 20 Molech (see Lev. 18 notes) was particularly detestable to God as is any "god" which 

embraces infanticide (Ex. 1:16; Matt. 2:16, - abortion).  This whole chapter is about gross 
sins, heinous immorality and detestable occult practices and their punishment. 

 
Lev. 21 Now the priests are instructed on personal actions - not preparing a corpse for burial, not 

copying the heathen haircuts (cp. Jer. 9:26), impeccable morals, and other requirements 
necessary to maintain their office and their service. 

 
Luke 14:1-24 Jesus continues to infuriate the leaders by pointing out the numerous flaws in their 

traditions. Love compels Jesus to teach even when He is an invited guest in an 
unbeliever's house (v. 1, 3-24).  The parable (v. 16-24) was to open the eyes of the self-
righteous leaders, especially the pompous, pious one that spoke in verse 15.  What 
excuses were used to postpone the master? 

1.) I have other interests that I am not ready to give up yet (serving self). 
2.) My career and business might suffer if I don't put them above God (serving 

money). 
3.) My family would object to my serving God (pleasing men). 

How do these apply to you or those you know? 
 
 

MARCH 8 
 
Lev. 22 The priests could become unclean just like anyone else, but they were not to minister in 

that condition (v.1-9). They, as well as we, were to give their best to God, not their 
leftovers. Over and over it is clear that God is intent on setting His people apart from the 
world by their actions as well as by His favor and presence. 

 
Lev. 23 There are certain times that God set apart as holy convocations.  Notice the sevens. The 

Sabbath (v. 3) and the seven feasts that are spoken of: 
1.) Passover (v. 5) - Christ is our Passover - 1 Cor. 5:7; 1 Pet. 1:19 
2.) Unleavened Bread (v. 6) - Communion with Christ - 1 Cor.5:8. Leaven speaks of 

sin, unleavened of purity. 
3.) First Fruits (v. 10) - The Risen Christ - 1 Cor. 15:23 
4.) Pentecost (Pente=Fifty) - Seven Sabbaths after Passover (seven weeks - 49 days) 

the fiftieth day began Pentecost (v. 15-21). Pentecost is also called the Feast of weeks. It 
typifies the formation of the church - Luke 13:21. 

5.) Feast of Trumpets (v. 24) - the civil New Year (as opposed to the religious New 
Year - 6 months earlier) 1 Cor. 15:52; 1 Thess. 4:16 

6.) Day of Atonement (v. 28) - The one day a year that the High Priest entered the 
Holy of Holies and "covered" the sins of the people with the sacrificial blood. It typifies 
the cleansing (repentance) of Israel just before the Second Coming of Jesus the Messiah. 



7.) Feast of Booths (v. 34) - reminding them of their tent-dwelling days after they 
left Egypt. Prophetically pointing to Jesus who "became flesh and dwelt (literally 
"tabernacled") among us," John 1:14. 

 
Luke 14:25-35 "Hate" is a comparative term, not descriptive (cp. Matt. 10:37, Eph. 6:1-3). There is 

a "cost" to Christian living (v. 27-30) but the benefits received are out of this world. 
 
 

MARCH 9 
 
Lev. 24 The oil is for the lamp in the Holy Place (v. 2-4). The bread (v. 5-9) was for the table of 

Showbread. Laying hands (v. 14) on the blasphemer indicated that they were witnesses of 
the sin and were returning his sin back to him and thereby being released from the curse. 
These judgments or punishments (v. 17-22) were edicts of public justice, NOT private 
vengeance. 

 
Lev. 25 The seventh year rest on the land also kept the soil from being depleted of nutrients - like 

the cotton farms of the southeast United States experienced. The Year of Jubilee: every 
fiftieth year there was good news for the poor (v. 28), release to the captives (v. 50) and 
the downtrodden were set free  (v. 54)  (cp. Luke 4:18, 19 - in Jesus we have perpetual 
Jubilee). It is a system that was a continual reminder that we are not owners, but stewards 
of what God has given us. It allowed for rich and poor, but kept the rich from being 
uselessly rich and the poor from being hopelessly poor. To our knowledge Israel NEVER 
observed even the first year of Jubilee. 

 
Luke 15:1-10 Jesus tells three parables that express God's love, even toward those who have lived 

their lives rejecting Him. The coin (v. 8) was probably part of the woman's dowry that she 
wore around her neck or on her headdress. This chapter shows God's compassion, while 
chapter 14 details His exactness. 

 
 

MARCH 10 
 
Lev. 26 Read these blessings as if they were written directly from God to you (v. 4-12).  You may 

need to update some things if you aren't a farmer, but do your best. The promises still 
apply. The curses (v. 14-39) were paid for (Gal. 3:16) but may still fall on those ignorant 
of their heritage in Jesus. God will always listen to a repentant heart (v. 40-45). 

 
Lev. 27 “Difficult vows” (v.2) are special vows that cannot or should not be carried out (those 

involving people - v. 3-8). They are spoken in the heat of the moment. But vows must be 
made good. Redemption of animals (v.13) or horses (v.15) or fields (v.19) was 
accomplished by giving 120% of the value to the priests. 

 
Luke 15:11-32 The Prodigal Son: feeding swine (v. 15) was unthinkable for a good Jewish boy. 

They were "unclean" animals. A decision to repent (v. 17-19) is worthless until action is 



taken (v. 20,21) that is in line with it (cp. 3:8).  It is a story of God's love and forgiveness 
that cannot be understood by self-righteous, religious, or worldly people. 

 
 

MARCH 11 
 
Num. 10:11-36 Now, finally, the people are ready to leave the base of Mt. Sinai.  They marched in 

the order commanded by God: three tribes - Tabernacle - three tribes - the Holy 
Furnishings of the Tabernacle - three tribes - three tribes.  Hobab was Moses' brother-in-
law (cp. Ex. 2:16-18, Ex. 3:1). Moses wanted him to join them because of his knowledge 
of the area. Hobab obviously went with them (Judges 1: 16 & 4:11). 

 
Num. 11 The people are chronic complainers.  They even griped about the miracle food (manna).  

They were tired of it.  So God does three things: 
1.) He adds 70 men to relieve Moses' responsibilities, 
2.) He sends meat to show His power and abilities, and 
3.) The people were judged for their attitude of rebellion. To see this incident later put 
into song, see Psalms 78:21-33. 

 
Num. 12 Now Moses' own brother and sister get jealous of him. God upholds His choice. 

"Familiarity breeds contempt" is a saying that is too often true even toward God's chosen 
leaders. Think of some present-day examples. Miriam was apparently the leader of this 
criticism and was leprous for seven days. Then they move to the west edge of the 
Promised Land. 

 
Num. 13 Twelve spies go into the Promised Land. They come back and say, "Everything God told 

us was right. BUT He didn't tell us about the people in it. There is no way we can conquer 
it. Not even God is big enough to beat those people." This was called a bad report (v. 32), 
not a "disappointing report" or a "personal opinion report," but a bad report, because they 
were calling God a liar. What has He promised to you that you don't believe? 

 
Luke 16:1-18 The master commended the steward's shrewdness, not his dishonesty. He knew how 

to make money work for him instead of the other way around. Christians need to be this 
wise. The "little thing" referred to, by context, is money (v. 10-13). We will not be trusted 
with spiritual things until we have the little things in right perspective. 

 
 

MARCH 12 
 
Num. 14 The people believed the bad report - human tendency always does. How quickly they 

forgot God answering their cries in Egypt (Ex. 2:23-25). God intervenes (v. 10) and offers 
Moses a second chance to forget these people and start a new nation (v. 12). Moses 
intercedes on this basis - "If You destroy them, the nations will say that You did it 
because You weren't strong enough to beat the gods of the other nations." God says He 
won't destroy them, BUT they will NOT enter the Promised Land.  The ten times they 
tested God (v. 22) are: 



(1.) Ex. 14:11,12 
(2.) Ex. 15:23,24 
(3.) Ex. 16:2 
(4.) Ex. 16:20 
(5.) Ex. 16:27 
(6.) Ex. 17:1-3 
(7.) Ex. 32:7 
(8.) Num. 11:1 
(9.) Num. 11:14 
(10.) Num. 14:3 

The tribe of Levi is not included in the curse (v. 35 cp. Dt 10:6 and Josh 24:33). Of 
all the adults in the rest of the tribes, only Caleb and Joshua will enter the Promised Land. 
It is too late to change their minds (v. 40-45). "Too late" is possible for every man who 
ignores God's promises and commands (Heb. 3:15). 

 
Num. 15 Despite the forty-year delay for disobedience, God will fulfill His promise to Abraham to 

give his descendants the land. In light of this commitment, God continues to give them 
commands concerning "when you enter the land..." (v. 2). These deal with offerings (v. 3-
31) and wearing tassels (v. 37-41) to remind them of God's commands. Verses 32-36 are 
an example of a flagrant disobedience (v. 30,31) and the result. 

 
Luke 16:19-31 This is NOT a parable. Proper names (Lazarus) are never given in parables. This is 

true story. This tells us at least three things about life after physical death: 
1.) There is a continuity of personality. 
2.) There is recognition of one another - even of those that you've never seen before (v. 24 
cp. 9:33). 
3.) There is a consciousness of present conditions. 

 
 

MARCH 13 
 
Num. 16 The rebellion of Korah. Korah was a Kohathite  (v. 1) (cp. notes on Num. 3 - Feb. 24). 

Dathan, Abiram and On were all Reubenites (v. 1 cp. 26:5-9). Again men try to promote 
themselves in their service to God.  Serving God is not like working for a corporation 
(Heb. 5:4) - God knows where He wants His people. They had selfish ambitions but 
charged Moses with their sin (v. 3,13,14) to cover their own intentions. Korah's sons 
evidently did not take part in their father's sin (26:11). Then (v. 41), the people blame 
Moses and Aaron for the deaths and bring more destruction on themselves. They would 
have all perished had it not been for Moses. Notice (v. 46) that Moses knew the Lord so 
well that he knew what was happening outside while praying inside. 

 
Num. 17 Then, to reestablish God's selection (as if it needed reestablishment), the Lord ran a test. 

Aaron's staff supernaturally budded to indicate God's choice of leadership.  This staff 
(rod) was the third and last content of the ark. (It also held the Ten Commandments and a 
jar of manna). The rod was a type of Jesus Christ - that which was alive, died, and lived 
again.  The new life signifying God's choice of high priest and approval of his ministry. 



 
Luke 17:1-19 Few things will hinder a productive life as unforgiveness does, but true forgiveness 

can only be given or received when we are hooked up with the source of forgiveness (v. 
5). Notice as you read in the New Testament the number of times faith and forgiveness are 
mentioned close together. Having faith in God's word, the lepers headed to the priest 
BEFORE the cleansing appeared (v. 14). That is acting in faith toward God's word. All 
were cleansed but only the Samaritan returned with gratitude.  Do you thank God for what 
He has done for you or are you like 90% of the people? 

 
 

MARCH 14 
 
Num. 18 The Tribe of Levi received the tithes (tithe means 10%) from the people and then gave 

1/10 of that to the priests (Aaron's family). This was their reward, or rather, payment, for 
service to God and to the people. They were not given any land in Canaan. They were to 
spread out among the other tribes. 

 
Num. 19 The red heifer sacrifice was the method for cleansing a person who had been defiled by 

touching a corpse. The seven-day wait and the washing of water stopped a lot of diseases 
from spreading.  It also typifies the cleansing of the blood of Jesus in our everyday walk 
on this earth. 

 
Num. 20 No wonder God called them "a stiff-necked" or hardheaded people. They learned 

backwards. By experience, they thought God answered in response to complaining. Moses 
knew that God answers prayer (v. 6). The rock was Christ (1 Cor. 10:4) who was to be 
struck (crucified) ONCE (Ex. 17:6) and thereafter spoken to (Heb. 6:6) for forgiveness (1 
John 1:9) and blessings. Forgiveness of sin, though complete, may not always alleviate 
the consequences of sin. Edom (v. 14) was not an enemy (descendants of Esau). They 
lived South of the Promised Land. Israel wanted to go through peaceably on the king's 
highway (a major caravan route). Edom didn't trust 2.5 million people coming across their 
border so...verse 20.  Aaron passes the office of high priest to his son, and then he dies. 

 
Luke 17:20-37 The Jews were anxious for God to set up His physical kingdom on the earth as 

promised by the prophets where Jerusalem would once again be the center of all the 
world. Jesus describes the kingdom as spiritual, not political. It will come suddenly and 
without warning to those who are spiritually dull (v. 26-29). 

 
 

MARCH 15 
 
Num. 21 The Israelites must head south to go around Edom. Again the people complain about the 

manna and lack of water. Will they never learn? The bronze serpent is a type of Christ 
who bore our sicknesses and diseases, both spiritual and physical (Is. 53:4,5; John 3:14). 
Now they start on a very successful military campaign. The forty years are almost up. 
Most of the previous, rebellious generation has died. 

 



Num. 22 It may help you to find maps (in the back of most Bibles) that show where these nations 
and cities are located. The Israelites were now on the East Side of the Jordan River (v. 1).  
Out of fear of the horde of Israelites, Balak strikes up an alliance with the Midianites. 
Balaam obviously was a prophet of the true God but corruption had entered his life 
(similar to Lot living in Sodom - you cannot maintain righteousness while living only 
among the ungodly - Heb. 10:25). Payment for services is acceptable, payment for 
misusing God's gifts is not. Balaam obviously wanted the commission badly (cp. v. 12 to 
v. 19-22) and still hoped to be able to curse them so he could get his fee (v. 38-41). 

 
Luke 18:1-17 What is the purpose of this parable (v. 1)? The parable again points to the fact that if 

a sinful man will bring justice when harassed long enough, "how much more" will God do 
the same (v. 2-8). What is the lesson of the second parable (v. 9)? Many people make 
parables too hard; they are to illustrate simple truths. 

 
 

MARCH 16 
 
Num. 23 Balaam is still hoping God will change His mind (v. 3). Balaam is a Gentile prophet. God 

has always had those who knew Him outside of the Jewish race. Balaam blesses Israel (v. 
7-10). They move to another spot (v. 13). Maybe the curses can fly from there. It was not 
to be (v. 18-24).  "Third time is a charm," they say, so they move to the third place (v. 27). 

 
Num. 24 For the third time Balaam blesses the Israelites  (v. 3-9). But Balaam wants the reward.  

So he continues to prophesy and this is what comes out of his mouth: 
1.) The Messiah (v. 17) 
2.) The destruction of Moab (v. 17-20) 
3.) The captivity of the nation of Israel by the Assyrians (Asshur - v. 22). 

Balaam does a fourth thing that is not recorded until 31:16. To earn the money, he 
told the alliance how to thwart God's plan for the nation of Israel. He told them to get 
them caught up in immorality and idolatry. For this, Balaam will soon lose his life. 

 
Num. 25 You must read Revelation 2:14 to understand this more fully. Prostitution is part of the 

worship of Baal (v. 3). So there was another cleansing (v. 4-9). All through this, keep in 
mind 1 Corinthians 10:1 - 12, especially verses 6 and 11. 

 
Luke 18:18-43 The command in verse 22 is not a universal command. It was for the welfare of the 

rich, young ruler who was in bondage to his possessions (v. 23). It is okay to have that 
which doesn't possess us (e.g. money, cars, houses, business careers, etc.). Priorities, not 
stuff, are the issue. The disciples had their minds set that Jesus would establish an earthly 
kingdom so anything contrary did not make sense (v. 31-34). Sickness has never brought 
glory to God, healing does (v. 43). 

 
 



MARCH 17 
 
Num. 26 This is a census of the men who can go to war to take the Promised Land. It has been 

years since the original census (Num. 1). The total number had decreased by 1,820 men 
and approximately 1,200,000 people had died (mostly of old age). This census would 
determine the amount of land given to each tribe in the Promised Land (v. 53-57). Only 
Caleb, Joshua and Moses and some of the tribe of Levi remained of the previous 
generation (v. 63-65). 

 
Num. 27 Zelophehad (v. 1) had died with no male heir and was therefore not allotted any land. His 

daughters brought the situation to Moses' attention. Why was this a big deal? Inheritance 
laws are established (v. 8-11). Moses is about to die. He cannot enter the Promised Land, 
but God will show it to him (v. 12). The leadership will pass to Joshua. 

 
Luke 19:1-28 Zacheus was not just a tax collector; he was a chief tax collector. Surely God 

wouldn't have anything to do with him (v. 7). The evidence of salvation is a changed life 
(v. 8,9). The minas represented their lives. Each slave got one. We are each given equal 
opportunity by God in this sense. The moral: What are you doing with your life (mina) 
that counts for the Master? 

 
 

MARCH 18 
 
Num. 28 This was more preparation for the new generation to enter the Promised Land. The 

ordinances concerning offerings and festivals were repeated in detail. 
 
Num. 29 The feasts of the seventh month (Trumpets, Atonement, and Tabernacles) are again lined 

out in specific detail. 
 
Luke 19:29-48 First Sunday of the Passion Week. Verse 30 was a fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9. It 

was an exciting, but shallow demonstration of obedience. Jesus had already been rejected. 
A few days later this same crowd would cry "Crucify Him!" Jesus predicts the destruction 
of Jerusalem by Rome (v. 42-44) that happened 40 years later (AD 70) under Titus. On 
Monday (v. 45-48) Jesus cleansed the temple a second time (cp. John 2:13-17). 

 
 

MARCH 19 
 
Num. 30 Here the rules for vows are set forth. The men of Israel are unconditionally bound by 

vows of any kind. There is fatherly and husbandly protection allowed for the women (they 
were not educated in religious or business affairs). We would all do well to reevaluate the 
value of our own words and commitments. Most people - unfortunately even Christians - 
don't understand the importance of a vow (commitment, promise, etc.) 

 
Num. 31 Now the command of 25:16-18 was to be carried out. Midian (under the advice of 

Balaam) had led Israel into immorality. The Midianites descended from Abraham and 



Keturah (Gen. 25:2). Balaam is also killed (v. 8). The virgins were obviously not a part of 
the sin with Israel nor had they participated in the immoral Baal worship and, therefore, 
could be assimilated into the Jewish nation. 

 
Luke 20:1-26 Tuesday (20:1 & 21:38). The question put to Jesus (v. 2) had two possible answers. 

(1.) From God (and they would accuse Him of blasphemy) or  (2.) From men (and they 
could ignore Him). So, Jesus turned the "no-win" question around on the scribes and 
elders (v. 3-8) who were leaders of the Jewish religion and should know things like that. 
Jesus embarrassed them in front of the people. The vineyard (v. 9) is the covenant of God 
with Israel. The vine-growers are the people of Israel. The slaves are the Old Testament 
prophets and Jesus is the beloved Son (v. 13). This parable answers the question of verse 
2. The others (v. 16) are the church - made up of Gentiles and Jews. It's tough to find 
grounds to kill an innocent and wise man (v. 20-26). 

 
 

 
 

MARCH 20 
 
Num. 32 The tribes of Reuben, Gad and one-half of Manasseh wanted to settle on the east side of 

the Jordan River because of the good pastureland. Moses feared another retreat from the 
Promised Land - that the people would settle for second best. So he got a promise from 
Reuben, Gad and Manasseh to fight in the Promised Land for their brothers (the other 9-
1/2 tribes) and then they would be free to settle east of the Jordan. 

 
Num. 33 This is a complete itinerary of the forty-one stages of the forty-year journey (v. 1-49). See 

how well you can follow them on a Bible map. When they crossed the Jordan into the 
Promised Land, they were to destroy all articles and places of idolatrous worship. So 
much for the thinking that "there are many ways to God." He doesn't seem to think so, and 
neither did Jesus (John 14:6). The prediction of verse 55 came to pass 500 and 600 years 
later, resulting in captivity in Assyria and Babylon. 

 
Luke 20:27-47 In the Law (Deut. 25:5-10) if a married man died without an heir, a brother of the 

deceased was obligated to marry the widow and the first male child born would be the 
heir to the deceased brother's estate. The second male child born would be heir to the 
living brother's estate. 

 
 

MARCH 21 
 
Num. 34 God describes the land that they were to possess. It is somewhat reduced from what God 

told Abraham (Gen. 15:18) they would be given. The answer is found in that Israel still 
has some land promises yet to be fulfilled. The land was to be divided up by a committee 
(v. 17-29). Only God could have pulled that off. 

 



Num. 35 All the Levites were not needed for the Tabernacle so they were given 48 cities. Six of 
these cities were to be "cities of refuge" for one who was guilty of manslaughter. In this 
city the man was to be safe from the avenger (nearest relative to the deceased person) 
until there could be a trial. 

 
Num. 36 Remember in Numbers 27 when the brotherless daughters of Zelophehad presented their 

case of inheritance before Moses? Moses said, in that case, the daughters would inherit 
their father's property to preserve it. Now, what happens if those daughters marry outside 
their tribe? Their inheritance would legally end up among the people of the other tribe. 
Moses said that the daughters must marry within their tribe or forfeit their inheritance. 

 
Luke 21:1-19 Percentages are a better gauge of godliness than amounts (v. 1-4). Jesus starts 

speaking of future events...the destruction of Jerusalem, world events and Christian 
persecution. Verses 16 and 18 seem contradictory unless Luke 12:7 is brought into the 
picture of the bodily resurrection of God's people. 

 
 
 
 

MARCH 22 
 
Deut. 1 The chosen nation is about to cross the Jordan River into the Promised Land. Virtually all 

of the 2.5 million people now alive were under twenty years old when the Law was given 
in Exodus. The only exceptions that we know about were Moses, Joshua, Caleb and 
Eleazar the high priest (Numbers 20:28). Deuteronomy means, "second law-giving"; it 
was necessary for the new generation. Moses starts at Mt. Sinai (v. 6) where the Law was 
given. We need to be reminded of important events, principles of life, and duties toward 
God and our fellow men. If not reminded, we gradually ignore or forget them. 

 
Deut. 2 Notice that disobedience brought them to a place where they circled for many days (v. 1). 

- a principle to keep in mind if you find yourself "circling" in some area of your life. Esau 
was Jacob's brother (v. 4). Moab (v. 9) was Lot's son (Gen. 19:37). Ammon (v. 19) was 
Lot's other son (Gen. 19:38).  They conquer everything else on the east bank of the 
Jordan. 

 
Luke 21:20-38  In A.D. 70, when Jerusalem was surrounded by the Roman army under Titus, the 

Christians in Jerusalem remembered this warning and fled (v. 20-24). The destruction of 
Jerusalem was total and horrifying. The Jews felt betrayed by the Christians and this was 
the real break between Judaism and Christianity. The fig tree (v. 29) is Israel. In 1948, it 
put forth leaves - Israel became a nation again after more than 1900 years of wandering. 

 
 

MARCH 23 
 
Deut. 3 Moses continues to recount the history covered in Numbers 1 - 33. Moses saw the 

Promised Land (v. 27), but his prayer did not change God's word. 



 
Deut. 4 The Law served many purposes. It was the foundation of successful living (v. 1-4), 

obedience to it brought blessing (v. 5) and it distinguished Israel from all other nations by 
making Israel wise, great and pleasing to God (v.6- 8). How often God's laws are viewed 
only as “burdensome.” God did not show himself in any form because He knew that 
humans would always try to copy their image of God into an idol (v. 10-19). Breaking 
God's laws will always ultimately bring destruction. 

 
Luke 22:1-30 Satan entered Judas twice (v. 3 cp. John 13:27). Carrying water was usually a 

woman's job so for a man to be doing so would be conspicuous (v. 10). Not understanding 
the crucifixion and plan for Jesus' sacrifice, the disciples, it seems, figured that the 
betrayal would start the "revolution" that would bring in the Kingdom of God - Israel's 
greatness (v. 21-23). So, the betrayer's identity was not near as important as who would be 
leaders afterward (v. 24-30). 

 
 

MARCH 24 
 
Deut. 5 The Law is repeated to the new generation. "Our fathers" (v. 3) referred to Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob and Jacob's twelve sons, who went to Egypt. Notice Moses updating the Law 
(v. 21) to include "field" since they are now going to be landowners. 

 
Deut. 6 The Shema (Hebrew for "hear") in v. 4 became Judaism's basic confession of faith. It was 

later expanded to v. 5-9, 11:13-21, and Numbers 15:37-41. This confession of faith was, 
by rabbinic law (not God's), recited every morning and night (v. 7). A copy of the Law 
was not available to common people so they had to learn by word of mouth (v. 7) and they 
wrote down the important parts (v. 9). 

 
Deut. 7 Now Moses deals with the future. There can be no peaceful co-existence with evil. Evil 

has always fought for dominance in individuals and nations, and good must respond 
accordingly (2 Cor. 6:14-16). Remember, lest we get too militant, this is in regard to 
nation versus nation, not individual versus individual (Rom. 12:21). The blessings (v. 13-
15) are the result of obedience (v. 12). 

 
Luke 22:31-53 The disciples were still thinking that the Kingdom would come by violent 

revolution (v. 38,49,50). Man started in the Garden of Eden, Jesus agonizes in the Garden 
of Gethsemane (John 18:1), was crucified and buried in a garden (John 19:41) and opened 
the way to the Paradise (Garden) of God - Heaven. What Jesus faced in verses 41-44 we 
may never fully understand in this life. Thousands, if not hundreds of thousands, of 
martyrs have faced death joyfully for Jesus. But Jesus Himself, a man stronger than 
ordinary men (shown by His stamina in scourgings and beatings before His crucifixion), 
was going to suffer what no other man has ever suffered (Is. 55:4-6). 

 
 



MARCH 25 
 
Deut. 8 It would be advantageous to remember - often - what God has done for us (v. 2 -5). The 

key verses of this chapter are verses 11-14 and 18. 
 
Deut. 9 The Anakim (v. 2) were giants. Why were the people of the Promised Land dispossessed? 

Compare verses 4-6 to Genesis 15:16. Then in verses 7-29, Moses goes on to PROVE that 
God isn't giving them the land because of Israel's righteousness. 

 
Deut. 10 After recounting the last 40 years' history (many of these people were born during 

wandering rather than in Egypt) Moses calls them to make a commitment to follow God. 
 
Luke 22:54-71 Peter couldn't have been too far from Jesus (v. 61) during this time. Notice Jesus' 

answer in verse 70. It wasn't "Yes"; it was "Yes, I AM." I AM is who God called Himself 
in Exodus 3:14. 

 
 

MARCH 26 
 
Deut. 11 God's word (v. 18-22), God's love (v. 1) and God's faithfulness to His covenant are still 

the basis of His blessings in our life. How we respond to those three things is the only 
variable to receiving God's blessings. 

 
Deut. 12 The depraved worship of idols (demons - 1 Cor. 10:19-21) had many different locations 

(v. 2,3). God wanted the worship toward Him to be centralized. Even today, true worship 
of God is "centered" in Jesus Christ. This chapter deals mainly with the true worship and 
laws in God's chosen place of worship. 

 
Deut. 13 People are susceptible to the empty, deceptive promises of false religions. Today they take 

on the names of humanism and materialism, as well as the pseudo-Christian and eastern 
religions. Those that led people astray had to be dealt with - but only after a thorough 
investigation. God demands undivided loyalty to Himself. 

 
Luke 23:1-26 To win the backing of Rome, the charge was changed from blasphemy (22:70,71) to 

insurrection against the emperor (v. 2). Pilate had many prisoners he could have released 
(v. 17) who had committed crimes of various degrees of severity. Notice that Pilate gave 
them only Barabbas (who was a threat to the Jewish leaders who tried to work with the 
Roman government to maintain their position as well as a murderer - Ex. 20:13) and Jesus 
to choose from. 

 
 

MARCH 27 
 
Deut. 14 What does "Deuteronomy" mean (March 22, Deut. 1)? How important it is to remember 

that each generation must hear God's Word. The children born between 1965 and 1985 are 
the first atheistic generation in our nation's history. The practices mentioned in verse 1 



were done by the heathen. The tithe (v. 22-27) is probably really a "second tithe." The 
first tithe was given to the Levites (v. 27). The second tithe was brought to Jerusalem and 
at least part of it was used for the feasts. Every third year the second tithe was kept in the 
individual's city to feed the poor and the Levite. 

 
Deut. 15 The Sabbatical Year could only have been invented by God. It is an economic system that 

takes all situations into account - industriousness, failure, oppression, etc. - and the people 
could prosper. Foreigners were exempt from this privilege (v. 3,6) as they could drain the 
wealth out of the country. The poor were taken care of. Verses 16-18 describe the 
"doulas" slave - a slave by choice - which is how Paul described himself in the New 
Testament. 

 
Deut. 16 Repeating the laws concerning the three main feasts. Asherah was a pagan god that 

supposedly spawned 70 other gods. A pillar was a part of idol worship. God does not want 
any mixture (leaven) in His people. 

 
Luke 23:27-38 Verse 31 means "if this is the way men act when I am in their midst, what will they 

be like in the tribulation when all godly influence is gone?" There were at least two other 
criminals besides Barabbas worthy of death (v. 32). Verse 35 is an odd situation. Jesus 
could only save others IF He did NOT save Himself. 

 
 

MARCH 28 
 
Deut. 17 The stars were created to benefit man (Gen. 1:14) and to point him to the true God (Rom. 

1:20). They are not to be perverted by astrology or other forms of worship (v. 3). If the 
local court couldn't handle a decision, it was sent to the Levitical priest or judge and his 
decision was binding. There was an earthly king in God's future for Israel. There were 
only two qualifications: (1.) he must be an Israelite, and  (2.) he must be chosen by God. 
The king was not to act like the heathen kings (v. 16) and was to know God's law (v. 18, 
19). 

 
Deut. 18 The Levites were to be single-minded and therefore would have their needs met by the 

ones they served. There is always the false to discredit what truly is of God (v. 9-14). 
Verse 15 is the Scripture that prompted the question in John 1:21 - "Are you the Prophet?" 

 
Deut. 19 Now (v. 2) there are three cities of refuge on the east side and three on the west side of the 

Jordan. One of the most basic laws of their constitution was the necessity of more than 
one witness to confirm a fact. Remember, verse 21 is a rule of judgment issued only by a 
priest or judge, not an individual. 

 
Luke 23:39-56 The Hebrews marked time from 6 a.m. Therefore, the sixth hour (v. 44) was twelve 

o'clock noon and the ninth hour (v. 44) was 3 p.m.  You will notice two different 
reckonings of time in the New Testament - Hebrew and Roman. (The Romans started 
counting hours at twelve midnight and twelve noon like we do - cp. John 19:14, sixth hour 
= 6 a.m.) 



 
 

MARCH 29 
 
Deut. 20 God also has rules for war (this shows that in a world gripped by sin, war is sometimes 

necessary). The commandment is NOT "Thou shalt not kill." It is "Thou shalt not 
murder."  God promises to be with His people even in times of war. There were four 
exemptions from war (v. 5-8) that eliminated soldiers whose minds were elsewhere. There 
was a different set of rules for the cities outside Canaan (v. 10-15) than those inside the 
Promised Land (v. 16-18). The inhabitants of Canaan were polluted. 

 
Deut. 21 Cleansing the land of homicide when the perpetrator was unknown was done by the 

priests that lived in the city closest to the body. Every human life has value in God's sight, 
and He protects the oppressed (v. 14, 16). The stubborn and rebellious son is also 
rebellious toward God. It is a rebellion against authority, not people (compare verse 23 to 
Galatians 3:13). 

 
Deut. 22 This chapter sets forth various laws for promoting good relationships (v. 1-4), moral 

conduct (v. 5), safety (v. 8), agricultural success (v. 10 - they have different strides and 
pulls), acknowledgment of God (v. 12 - that was the purpose of tassels) and marital trust 
and fidelity. 

 
Luke 24:1-35 They had all "heard" Jesus speak about His death and resurrection but none really 

comprehended until verse 8  (cp. v. 11).  Asking questions is usually more effective than 
spouting answers (v. 17, 19) when trying to get to the heart of a matter. Jesus' purpose was 
not just to show Himself alive, but also to teach (v. 27). Changed lives come through 
understanding God's plans and purposes. Understanding comes through teaching. 

 
 

MARCH 30 
 
Deut. 23 Circumcision of the males was the sign of the Israelites' covenant with God. That is why 

verses 1 - 6 came about. The covenant was passed down through the male, so it was 
necessary that the father be known (v. 2) to be an Israelite. Verse 3 uses the masculine 
form for the "Ammonite" and "Moabite" referring to foreign men taking Israeli wives. 
The Jewish men could take wives from them though, (Ruth 1:4). Many occult religions 
are based on prostitution and God will not allow His people to participate. 

 
Deut. 24 Moses is neither instituting nor approving of divorce, but rather regulating the practice 

that originated with man (Matt. 19:3-8). Without the millstone (v. 6) the poor could not 
grind their food. Throughout the Law, you will see God's justice. Many people confuse 
"fair" with "just." "Fair" is a by-word of humanism, God is just. 

 
Deut. 25 The Jews would beat a man only 39 times to be sure that they stayed within the law (v. 3) 

even with a miscount (cp. 2 Cor. 11:24).  This ritual (v. 5-10) will take on great 



importance in the Book of Ruth. The Amalekites were destroyed (v. 17-19) in 1 Samuel 
30. 

 
Luke 24:36-53 Jesus had the same body (v. 39) but the quality had changed into an imperishable 

body - a glorified body. God can open our minds to understand Scripture (v. 45) and we 
should ask Him to do that every day before we read. 

 
 

MARCH 31 
 
Deut. 26 There is a second meaning to the Feast of the First Fruits. Besides giving gratitude for the 

coming harvest, it also was a reminder of God's blessing on the nation that He had brought 
them from small beginnings to an abundant people (v. 5). The tithe must be accounted for 
(v. 12-14). 

 
Deut. 27 Mount Ebal (v. 4) and Mount Gerizim (v. 12) are the two highest points in central Israel. 

With six tribes on each mountain and the Levites in the valley between, the nation of 
Israel would affirm the covenant (Amen - so be it) as the Levites spoke the curses for 
disobedience. 

 
Acts 1 The Book of Acts is a follow-up letter to Theophilus (v. 1) that was also written by Luke. 

In his gospel he wrote what Jesus "began to do and teach." Now he will continue the 
history through to the spreading of the gospel to the Gentile world. Acts is a history book 
of the newly formed church. It was written around AD 61. There are many things that we 
are not sure about when considering the last days. I choose to remember those facts we are 
sure about. Jesus IS coming back (v. 11) and will descend from the clouds. Matthias (v. 
26) is never heard of again. Was Paul (1 Cor. 15:8,9) supposed to be the replacement for 
Judas?   Probably not, for there are many other apostles (apostle - "one sent forth") in the 
New Testament. Today we call them "missionaries," but not all missionaries are really 
apostles (sent forth from God). 

 



APRIL 1 
 
Deut. 28 This is a key chapter of the entire Bible. It contains the blessings of the law (v. 1-4) and 

the curse of the law (v. 15-68). This chapter must be read in light of Galatians 3:13. We 
have been redeemed from the curses (but this can only be experienced through faith in 
Jesus Christ's sacrifice) and promised the blessings (not on our ability to do verse 1, but 
by identifying with Jesus, Who has already fulfilled all requirements, on our behalf). 

 
Acts 2:1-13 The Day of Pentecost was fifty days after Passover. God had set these days in the 

Jewish calendar some 1400 years earlier. Jesus died as the (Passover) Lamb of God. At 
Pentecost (the feast of the Harvest) the Church was born (cp. Rom. 8:29). The noise had 
to be immense to attract attention in Jerusalem during a feast day. There were 120 (1:15) 
persons speaking in unlearned tongues. 

 
 

APRIL 2 
 
Deut. 29 Moses starts his final appeal to the new nation to remind them of God's protection, 

provision and promises (v. 2-15). Verse 29 explains why we can't explain everything in 
the world today. God keeps some knowledge from man so man will recognize Him as 
God. But what He does reveal is enough to keep us, and future generations, busy.  Some 
have not accepted all of what has been revealed in Scripture and that puts them in the 
place of being in defiance toward God. 

 
Deut. 30 Israel will be scattered into captivity because of their rebellious nature. God knows it, 

Moses knows it, and the people know it. So, here is the prediction of their regathering. It 
includes the restoration of Israel to the Jews, the Jews turning to their Messiah (Jesus), 
their enemies being judged, and Israel becoming a prosperous land. This started 
happening in 1948 when the land of Israel was returned to the Jews after 2400 years of 
Gentile domination. God has reserved some knowledge only for Himself (29:29), but 
acting on what He has revealed is the responsibility of those who have heard it (v. 11-18). 
The choice of life or death, blessings or curses, righteousness or sin, is in our hand, not 
God's, and He will protect your right to make your choice. 

 
Acts 2:14-47 You now see a changed Peter. Whereas fifty days earlier he denied Jesus in front of a 

servant girl (Luke 22:56,57), he now takes the lead in preaching Jesus to at least 3000 
people (v. 41). He quotes Joel 2:28-32 (v. 17-21) to explain to them what was happening. 
(V. 27,31) Jesus' flesh (His body) did not decay while three days in the tomb...a miracle in 
itself (cp. John 11:39). To repent (v. 38) properly involves two steps: 
 
1.) An inward change of thinking (about who Jesus is and what is expected of us because 

of that) and 
 
2.) A resulting outward change of action (Luke 3:8). Either one, by itself, is NOT true 

repentance. 
 



The new church devoted themselves to four things "continually" (v. 42) – 
1.) Teaching, 
2.) Fellowship, 
3.) Communion and 
4.) Prayer. 

 
 

APRIL 3 
 
Deut. 31 At 120 years of age, Moses turns the leadership of Israel over to young Joshua (about 79 

years old). Joshua was from the tribe of Ephraim. God knew that they would forsake Him, 
but He still loved them and gave them a way back. God gave Moses a prophetic song (v. 
19) to be a witness of God's justice when judgment fell. 

 
Deut. 32 The song of Moses. Rock (v. 4) symbolizes strength, steadfastness, and reliability. This 

song contains a prediction of their future - the divisions of the Promised Land (v.9), the 
prosperity that they would experience (v. 13,14), and Israel's rebellion (v. 15-18; Jeshurun 
means "supremely happy, blessed"; it is a symbolic name for Israel). It also speaks of 
God's rejection of Israel (v. 19-22), Israel's subsequent captivity (v. 30), Israel's 
repentance, and God's restoration of the nation (v. 34-43). 

 
Acts 3 Not everyone in Israel was healed while Jesus was on the earth in His flesh. All who came 

to Him, and all God sent Him to, were healed. But this man must have been present 
numerous times when Jesus entered the temple (v. 2). This illustrates the gifts of healings. 
There are two methods of healing: (1.) by faith and obedience (Mark 16:16,18) which is 
available to all believers and (2.) by the gifts of healing (1 Cor.12:9) which is typically 
more dramatic and instantaneous and often used to reach people so that they will hear 
about Jesus Christ. It worked, and Peter preaches again (v. 12-26).  The Jews "missed" 
Jesus partly because of their wrong understanding of God's plan and prophecies. They 
were looking for Elijah to return (Mal. 4:5,6 cp. John 1:21 and Matt. 11:14), a prophet to 
appear (v. 22 cp. Deut. 18:15, John 1:21, Matt. 21:11, John 24:19) or a Messiah to set 
them free from Roman oppression and to rule the nations from Jerusalem. Peter now tells 
them that Jesus was both the Prophet and the Messiah. 

 
 

APRIL 4 
 
Deut. 33 Moses blesses the tribes (similar to Gen. 49): 

 
REUBEN - Both Moab and Ammon bordered their inheritance, a very dangerous 
location. Their total tribal population was greatly reduced by the rebellion in Numbers 16. 

 
JUDAH - was told to take his place of leadership. See notes on Genesis 48 (Jan. 20).  
King David and all the kings of the southern kingdom came from Judah (as did Jesus). 

 



LEVI - Urim and Thummin were used by the priests to determine God's will in a matter. 
The Levites were to be faithful, even as Moses was at Massah and Meribah (Ex. 17:7), to 
put obedience to God above love for family (Ex. 32:26-28) and to serve God by teaching 
the people and ministering in the tabernacle. 

 
BENJAMIN - The temple would be built in Jerusalem, in Benjamin's inheritance. 

 
JOSEPH - His sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, would dwell in the best part of the Promised 
Land. This is in line with the birthright that Jacob gave Joseph in Genesis 48 (Jan. 20) - a 
double portion of Jacob’s wealth would go to Joseph. 

 
ZEBULUN - was promised success in commercial endeavors (going forth). 

 
ISSACHAR - on the other hand, was to find contentment and success in domestic living. 

 
GAD - Though given an excellent piece of land (East of the Jordan) they helped conquer 
the land west of the Jordan for their brothers (executing the justice of the Lord). 

 
DAN - Though originally given land in the south, they moved to the northern edge of 
Israel and conquered some land in Bashan. 

 
NAPHTALI - occupied the fertile land west of the Sea of Galilee and south to the Dead 
Sea. 

 
ASHER - Also touching the northern border, it was famous for its olives (oil). There is 
speculation that the land of Asher is above vast crude oil reserves. 

 
Deut. 34 Moses was allowed to see the Promised Land, but not to enter it. According to verses 2 

and 3, Moses was able to see over one hundred miles away. Not so amazing since his eye 
was not dim (v. 7). Moses received direction straight from God (v. 10). Joshua got 
direction through the priests. 

 
Ps. 90 Moses wrote this psalm in the wilderness. Comparing the eternal God (v. 1 & 2) to the 

short life of man's body (v. 3); and the eternity of the spiritual realm (v. 4-6) to time in this 
natural world. Moses complains about the hardness of life (v. 7-12) and pleads 
(expectantly) for God's grace (v. 13-17). 

 
Acts 4:1-22 Two thousand more men join the new church (v. 4). Notice the anointed sarcasm in 

verse 9 - "Are we on trial because a sick man has been healed? If so, we are guilty!" Now 
the Council has a problem (v. 16) - all they could do is make threats (v. 21). 

 
 

APRIL 5 
 
Josh. 1 Of the adults that left Egypt forty years previously, Joshua and Caleb are the only non-

Levites alive. Eleazar, the son of Aaron lived until Joshua 24:33. It is probable that none 



of the Levites fell under the curse of Numbers 14:22-23 for they were not represented by 
any of the twelve spies (Numbers 13:4-15). Joshua (a Hebrew form of the Greek name 
"Jesus") was Moses' personal attendant. He takes over leadership of the Israelites and God 
gives Him this instruction: "...be strong and courageous..." (v. 6,7,9,18).  The time is 
drawing near to finally enter the Promised Land. The tribes of verse 12 had decided to 
settle on the east side of the Jordan, but must help conquer the Promised Land. 

 
Josh. 2 Joshua learned from the past mistake of a "public spy mission." He secretly (v. 1) sent two 

spies to Jericho. His plan was to divide Canaan in the middle, thereby reducing potential 
alliances of the inhabitants. Rahab heard (Rom. 10:17) of God's exploits (v. 9-11) and 
acted in faith (Heb. 11:31), not fear. What would the church board say about two spies 
going into a harlot's house? Where else could two strangers go to get information and not 
be questioned? 

 
Josh. 3 It was harvest time (v. 15), that is springtime in Israel. The snow was melting and the 

spring (latter) rains were falling, causing flooding. So, not only was the river stopped 15 
miles upstream, but all the tributaries had to be stopped. 

 
Acts 4:23-37 The Gentiles (Herod and Pilate - v. 27) were equally guilty of crucifying Jesus. The 

abundant giving of personal property was voluntary, not mandatory. The attitude of the 
apostles is clearly seen in 5:4. Great things needed to be done that necessitated liberal 
sacrifice. 

 



APRIL 6 
 
Josh. 4 Memorials are to commemorate great acts of God. Things we see remind us of past 

events. Consider making some kind of memorial (a diary, scrapbook, etc.) out of your 
victories that can encourage you when you are discouraged. 

 
Josh. 5 The Jordan River was a natural barrier to keep the Hebrews out of Canaan (especially 

during the flooding season) - or so the Amorites and Canaanites thought (v. 1). The 
covenant was suspended because of the Hebrews' disobedience forty years previously. 
The new generation needed to confirm the covenant by the rite of circumcision. The New 
Testament parallel to circumcision is putting to death the deeds of the flesh (Col. 2:11-13) 
and living your life in the power of the Holy Spirit (Col. 3:5-10). When they ate from the 
produce of the Promised Land (v. 12), the manna stopped as abruptly as it had started. The 
stranger (v. 13-15) was the pre-incarnate Christ. This is unmistakable because: (1.) Joshua 
was not rebuked for bowing down to Him (cp. Rev. 19:9,10); (2.) Joshua calls Him 
"Lord" (v. 14 & 6:2). 

 
Josh. 6 Here is a strange battle plan that will verify that God is fighting for His people . . . but He 

requires obedience (v. 2-5). Jericho was the first fruits of Canaan, therefore belonged 
totally to God (v. 17). Gifts to God are given in two ways, by obliteration (v. 21, 24) and 
by giving it to the priests or to the temple (v. 19). The curse (v. 20) came to pass 500 years 
later as recorded in 1 Kings 16:34. 

 
Acts 5:1-16  The Trinity is a difficult concept for finite minds to grasp - Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit - One God manifest in three Persons. But to deny this - the unique deity of Jesus 
Christ - leaves no room for salvation. For if Jesus was not God, then His death on the 
cross would do no more for us than the death of any other "good man." Jesus' blood is 
special. This passage speaks of the deity of the Holy Spirit. In verse 3, it is said they lied 
to the Holy Spirit; in verse 4, lied to God. The Holy Spirit is, therefore, God. Their sin 
was NOT in keeping some of the money, but in lying about it (v. 4). This is an example, 
lest we should presume on God's grace when we ought to fear His righteousness. 

 
 

APRIL 7 
 
Josh. 7 Achan took what belonged to God as his own (v.1). The lesson here is that the sin of one 

person affects his family, his friends and even his nation. How often innocent ones suffer 
from the sins of others. Shinar (v. 21) is a past, present and future center of occult activity. 

 
Josh. 8 Now the Lord gives a battle plan for conquering Ai. (He was silent before.) The Hebrews 

were allowed to plunder this city (v. 2).  An altar (memorial) is built on Mt. Ebal (v. 30) 
and Joshua reads all the words of the law (most of Ex. - Deut). 

 
Acts 5:17-42 "Council," "Senate," and "Sanhedrin" (v. 21) are all names for the same people. 

Gamaliel (v. 34) was a rabbi of historical prominence. He is referred to as an authority in 
the "Mishna." His advice was beneficial to the welfare of the apostles, but never the less, 



an untrue statement. Many sects and cults of man's origin have remained and thrived apart 
from God. Our standard of right and wrong must be God's Word, not our experiences, 
intellect, or apparent worldly success. Saul (later the apostle Paul) studied under Gamaliel 
(Acts 22:3). 

 
 

APRIL 8 
 
Josh. 9 The people of Canaan unified to try to stop the Hebrew nation (v. 1,2).  That is, except 

Gibeon. They decided that they would rather switch than fight.  Israel made their decision 
by what they heard and saw, not by the counsel of God (v. 14,15). Our senses can be 
fooled. Only God knows all - but He is willing to share some information. They were 
reduced from soldiers to doing typical women's work (v. 23). 

 
Josh. 10 Five Amorite kings decide to attack Gibeon as a warning to nations not to break the 

Canaanite alliance or befriend Israel. The Gibeonites had entered into covenant with 
Israel, so Israel was obligated to protect them (9:16, 10:6). It ended up being a good time 
to destroy the armies of five more cities. The book of Jasher was apparently a book 
praising the heroes of Israel (cp. 2 Sam.1:18). It has not been found. Joshua now takes 
possession of most of the southern half of Canaan (v. 28-41). These victories show a faith 
that results in works (action) rather than works (action) void of faith (as happened against 
Ai in Joshua 7:2-5). 

 
Acts 6 "Hellenistic" Jews were Greek-speaking and Greek-cultured Jews. This is the first sign of 

Orthodox Jewish exclusivism in the church (i.e. the Jews wanting to incorporate strict 
Judaism into the Church). The tables being served were really places for the widows to 
pick up food or finances that they needed. How often through the centuries the pastor or 
overseer of a body of believers was expected to do everything (v. 2,4). When priorities are 
right, the kingdom of God grows (v. 4,7). All seven deacons had Greek, not Jewish, 
names. Stephen quickly gains notoriety - and opposition. 

 
 

APRIL 9 
 
Josh. 11 Now the Northern kings form an alliance. Having them all come out at once saved a lot of 

time. Crippling the horses (v. 6) and burning the chariots would help the Israelites to keep 
trusting God to do their fighting  (cp. Ps. 20:7). The strategic cities had all been destroyed 
in a relatively short period of time, but the mopping up continued for several hundred 
years. In fact, Israel has never fully possessed the Promised Land, but they will. The 
Anakim (v. 21) were descendants of the giants who had frightened the ten spies over forty 
years ago. The only Anakim alive were in the land of the Philistines (v. 22). Goliath 
descended from them (1 Kings 17:4). 

 
Josh. 12 This chapter will have more meaning for you if you use your map to locate the kings' 

cities. The small number of Canaanites who remained were a continual source of trouble, 
but the major offensive was over. Victories under Moses are listed in v.1-6. Victories 



under Joshua: Central Canaan (v. 7-8), Southern Canaan (v. 9-16) and Northern Canaan 
(v. 17-24). 

 
Josh. 13 Joshua was now almost one hundred years old. The land was divided and each tribe was 

responsible for securing the final possession of their land. Unconquered cities in the 
Promised Land are described (v. 2-7).  Meanwhile, two and one-half tribes return east of 
the Jordan River to settle their land (v. 8-14). They are the tribes of Reuben (v. 15-23) and 
Gad (v. 24-28), and the half of the tribe of Manasseh (v. 29-31). 

 
Acts 7:1-19 Stephen is before the same Council that crucified Jesus and imprisoned the apostles 

twice already. He reviews the history of Israel, but from a perspective different from the 
one held by the pompous and pious religious leaders. Stephen sees all of Israel's history 
pointing to a people who continually reject God while the Sanhedrin see themselves as a 
people who are continually blessed of God (both are true in the right context). In verse 14, 
"seventy-five persons" include the seventy of Genesis 46:27, plus Manasseh's son and 
grandson, and Ephraim's two sons and grandson (already in Egypt). 

 
 

APRIL 10 
 
Josh. 14 The rest of the tribes are assigned their inheritance by lot, by the high priest (v. 1-5). 

Caleb (Joshua's companion in the original "spying" days) is now eighty-five years old (v. 
7-10). He asks Joshua for permission to have Hebron. What is special about Hebron? 
(Check Gen. 23:2,19, 25:10). 

 
Josh. 15 "Kiriath" (v. 13) means "city." Kiriath-arba is the city of Arba. Caleb was of the tribe of 

Judah. Although Jerusalem wasn't conquered at this time (v. 63), it was destined to be the 
heart of the nation. Othniel (v. 17) will later become one of the judges of Israel (Judges 
3:9-11). Judah's inheritance is described by geographical areas: South (v. 20- 32), the 
lowlands (v. 33-47; North & West), the hill country (v. 48-60; Central & East) and the 
wilderness (v. 61,62; Eastern border near the Dead Sea). 

 
Acts 7:20-43 God told Abraham to leave his family in Mesopotamia (v.2), but he disobeyed, taking 

them with him to Haran (v. 2-4). Their fathers (the twelve sons of Jacob) sold their own 
brother - God's chosen vessel - into slavery (v. 9). Moses - God's deliverer - was rejected 
by the Israelites (v. 27) - twice (v.39). The Jews followed after idols (v. 40,42,43). The 
Sanhedrin did not like the insinuations. 

 
 

APRIL 11 
 
Josh. 16 The apportionment of land for Ephraim (Joseph's son). 
 
Josh. 17 Joseph received the double portion so that each of his sons would receive an inheritance. 

One-half of Manasseh stayed on the eastern side of the Jordan the other half received the 
territory described here (v. 7-11). Manasseh did not obey God by destroying all the 



Canaanites (v. 12,13) and then complained that they did not get enough land (v. 14). 
Joshua said, "That's all you get. If you want more, go conquer more" (v. 15-18). 

 
Josh. 18 Five tribes had been settled - Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh - east of the Jordan; the 

other half of Manasseh, Ephraim and Judah - west of the Jordan. The other seven tribes (v. 
2) were to survey the remainder of the Promised Land and divide it into seven portions, 
THEN lots would be cast to see who got which portion. This is not unlike: "You divide 
the cake and your brother gets to choose first."  It kept the divisions fair. Benjamin's lot 
included Jerusalem (cp. Deut.33:12 April 4). 

 
Acts 7:44-60 God gave them a tabernacle, but David wanted a building (v. 46). The speech 

crescendos in verses 51-53. Some people have no sense of humor (v.54). Stephen is 
stoned, but notice how he died...in peace (v. 59) and praying for others (v. 60). 

 
 

APRIL 12 
 
Josh. 19 Land is given to Simeon in the southern part of Judah. Judah eventually swallowed up 

Simeon in accordance with the prophecy of Genesis 49:5-7.  Zebulun (v. 10-16), Issachar 
(v. 17-23), Asher (v. 24-31), Naphtali (v. 32-39) and Dan (v. 40-48) receive their shares. 
Then Joshua receives some land (v. 50,51). 

 
Josh. 20 Moses had commanded that six cities (three on either side of the Jordan) be designated as 

cities of refuge (Num. 35:11).  Now it was done. 
 
Acts 8:1-25  Stephen's death was a turning point for Saul.  Many people will be most violent when 

resisting the work of the Holy Spirit in their heart (7:57-8:3). 
Philip, the only other deacon (6:5) that we know anything about, holds the biggest 

revival since the whole city of Nineveh repented at Jonah's preaching. Simon, the 
sorcerer, is still in bondage to the sin he had indulged in (v. 21). Sin has a tangible effect 
on people. Many times the bondage that sin produces can only be broken by much prayer. 
Most Christians, when they backslide, are trapped by the same sins they indulged in 
before they were saved. Laying on of hands is one way to receive the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

APRIL 13 
 
Josh. 21 The Levites were not allowed an inheritance. They were to scatter among the other tribes 

and give spiritual instruction and influence. They were to be given cities and cared for by 
the people. The cities were situated so as to make certain that no one was more than 10 
miles from a city in which a Levite lived.  Levi had three sons - Kohath (v. 4-26), Gershon 
(v. 27-33) and Merari (v. 34-40).  MEMORIZE verse 45 today. 

 
Josh. 22 Joshua releases the military men of the two and one-half tribes that settled on the East 

Side of Jordan. Although their military obligation to their brothers is over, their spiritual 
obligation remains (v. 5). With good intentions the two and one-half tribes built a large 



altar on their side of the Jordan to remind all of the unity of the people on both sides of the 
Jordan (which was a great river that in itself could cause division by inaccessibility). This 
act of unity was misinterpreted as an act of division (setting up their own center of 
worship). And, as usual, when people make assumptions, they were wrong. The altar was 
built, not for worship (burnt offerings), but as a memorial (v. 26-28). 

 
Acts 8:26-40 The Holy Spirit sends Philip sixty-five miles to Gaza to minister to one man who 

had a searching heart. The question is often asked, "What about all the heathen if Jesus is 
the only way to salvation?" The answer, "No man searching for the true God will die 
without having a Christian sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with him." Philip is then 
translated (supernaturally moved in an instant of time) twenty miles north to Azotus. 
Philip settled in Caesarea (Acts 21:8). 

 
 

APRIL 14 
 
Josh. 23 Joshua, now very old, gives his closing charge. He instructs them to remember what God 

has done, to keep their end of the covenant, and to stay separate from the ungodly people 
and practices that surround them. Then he warns them (again) against getting caught up in 
sin (active or passive). 

 
Josh. 24 The covenant is renewed. They are reminded of past blessings (v. 2-13), stipulations of 

the covenant (v. 14,15) and the result of breaking the covenant (v. 19-23).  This time a 
stone was set as a memorial instead of an altar (v. 26,27). Joshua and Eleazar die. 

 
Acts 9:1-22 Paul thought he was zealously serving the Lord of his fathers. But when he discovered 

that this Jesus WAS the Lord of his fathers (v. 5), he believed.  Notice Jesus' attitude 
toward anyone persecuting the Church, the Body of Christ - verse 4. Ananius was a man 
of reputation (Acts 22:12). Paul was blind for three days (v. 9). Paul soon becomes chief 
among those he was trying to destroy (cp. 7:60). 

 
 

APRIL 15 
 
Judg.  1 For the next 300 years, Israel did not have an appointed leader such as Moses or Joshua. 

Judges would be raised up to deliver the people from oppression as needed (rather, 
requested). The judges were military and/or civil leaders whose judgments didn't 
necessarily affect more than one area of Israel. They were twelve tribes unified only by 
God.  God wanted to be their Ruler and King, but the people kept moving into idolatry. 
Verses 11-15 repeat the story of Joshua 15:13-19.  This whole chapter relates much of the 
"mopping up" each individual tribe did after the division of the land. 

 
Judg.  2 The "Angel of the Lord" is again, and usually is, the pre-incarnate Christ (note: "I," v. 1). 

The pattern throughout the book of Judges is this: "godly generation dies; Israel turns 
away from God; Israel is oppressed by another nation; Israel cries out for deliverance; 
God raises up a deliverer (judge); the people turn to God and are set free; they worship 



God; the judges die; Israel turns away from God . . ."  Baal - the Canaanite god of rain and 
fertility. Ashtareth - female counterpart to Baal (plurals - "Baals" and "Ashtaroth"). 

 
Acts 9:23-43 Luke leaves out Paul's journey into Arabia (Gal. 1:17) because it is not necessary for 

this narrative. That time of solitude with the Lord probably took place between Acts 9:22 
& 9:23. What would have happened to Saul's (Paul's) ministry had it not been for 
Barnabas' trust? Saul was a hardheaded troublemaker both before and after his conversion 
(v. 28). I can imagine the heel marks from Jerusalem to Caesarea as the Christians "sent 
him away to Tarsus." Once Saul is gone, peace returns (v. 31). Now the story shifts to 
Peter. Tanning (v. 43) was an "unclean" profession by the Law. Peter's staying with him 
indicated a major step in bringing the gospel out of the shadow of Judaism. 

 
 



APRIL 16 
 
Judg. 3 The first judge named is Othniel (Caleb's nephew, cp. Josh. 15 notes). Notice that no 

judge is raised, and no deliverance comes from God, until the people turn to God and cry 
out (v.9, 15). Ehud, being left handed, was able to sneak the sword in (v.16) on his right 
thigh, which would be missed by casual guards. Ehud stuck the dead Eglon in the 
bathroom to have time to escape (v. 23-26).  An oxgoad (v. 31) was used to clean the dirt 
off plows and encourage an ox to do what you wanted him to do. Shamgar must have used 
it as a spear (often an oppressed people have lost their weapons to the conquering nation). 

 
Judg. 4 "The only thing we learn from history is that we learn nothing from history." Each 

generation follows the same cycle. Why don't they learn? We do the same thing today. 
Teenagers don't listen to experience, they often must find out for themselves. Deborah 
was judging Israel (that is deciding in disputes with the power and wisdom of God). 
Sisera's chariots were probably routed (v.15) by rain and mud (5:21). 

 
Judg. 5 The events of chapter 4 are now put into song so future generations can more easily 

remember what a great victory God had won. Verse 6 - travelers didn't use the high- ways 
for fear of Sisera's army. Gilead (v. 17) was the land east of Jordan that was settled by 
Reuben, Gad and one-half of Manasseh. Those three, plus Dan and Asher, did not join in 
this battle (v. 15-17). 

 
Acts 10:1-23 A centurion was a non-commissioned officer in charge of one hundred men (v. 1).  

For the first time the Gospel is preached to the uncircumcised Gentiles. God had to 
supernaturally break through Peter's Jewish prejudices (v. 13-16). 

 
 

APRIL 17 
 
Judg. 6 Camels (v. 5) made long distance raids possible. The Midianites were descendants of 

Abraham (and Keturah - Gen. 25:1,2). Moses' father-in-law was a Midianite and Moses 
lived with them for forty years. Verse 12 is an excellent example of "calling those things 
which are not as though they are" (Rom. 4:17). Gideon became a valiant warrior; his 
father was an idolater (v. 25), but apparently open to truth (v. 31). Don't be too hard on 
Gideon (v. 36-40). He realized after opening his mouth that the ground would naturally 
dry faster than the fleece (though the amount of water in the fleece was well above 
normal). This is not to be used as a pattern for determining God's will (cp. Prov. 3:5,6; 
James 1:5-8). 

 
Judg. 7 This is a very descriptive chapter. The middle watch (v. 19) was about 10 PM. The 

trumpets sounding and the lights appearing suddenly (v. 19) from the pitchers gave the 
appearance of a great, powerful, and swift army approaching -any army that had three 
hundred trumpeters must have innumerable warriors. 

 
Acts 10:24-48 Peter took at least six men with him (v. 23  cp. 11:12) as witnesses. The salvation of 

a man cannot be seen with physical eyes, but God proved His acceptance of the Gentiles 



by also filling them with the Holy Spirit and they began to speak in tongues - undeniable 
physical evidence to Peter and his companions. 

 
 

APRIL 18 
 
Judg. 8 The Ephraimites complained that they weren't invited to the "party," they wanted some 

glory too. Gideon pacifies them with a soft answer (v. 2,3). Gideon told his first-born, 
Jether (v. 20) to kill them for three reasons:  
(1.) To avenge the family (v. 19).  
(2.) To give him the honor of a victor and   
(3.) To humiliate the kings by being slain by a youth.   

In victory, Gideon allows - even makes - an idol (v. 27).  How often men fall right 
after a great accomplishment. Be on guard, for your adversary the devil travels about as a 
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. 

 
Judg. 9 Though Gideon refused to be the start of a dynasty, his son, Abimelech wanted the power. 

His mother's relatives helped him do a dastardly thing (v. 5). His brothers were publicly 
executed ("on one stone"). Only Jotham escapes. He prophesies the downfall of 
Abimelech. The law of sowing and reaping is eternal. In essence, Jotham says, 
"Abimelech is equal to a bramble bush when it comes to protection, stability and strength. 
He will be your downfall, not your security (v. 57). In verse 45, "sowed it with salt" is 
symbolic of desolation, since salt makes the ground worthless to grow anything in (cp. 
Matt. 5:13). The city was rebuilt about one hundred and fifty years later. 

 
Acts 11 Prejudice against the Gentiles (Jews were taught that Gentiles were made to fuel the fires 

of hell) caused quite a furor when news of Cornelius hit Jerusalem. Equally ungodly are 
the "religious prejudices" of today. The color of a man's skin or his cultural background is 
not a basis for ANY judgment. Peter's testimony - backed by six witnesses - calms them 
down. But throughout the book of Acts this prejudice often takes on major importance. 
The result of this acceptance among the leadership (v. 18) brings about verses 19-21. 
Barnabas remembered Saul, who seven years earlier, (9:30) was sent to Tarsus. Saul had 
the fortitude (bullheadedness) to stand against the Judaizers (Jews trying to incorporate 
the Law into Christianity). 

 
 

APRIL 19 
 
Judg. 10 Nothing more is known of Tolla (v. 1,2) or Jair (v. 3-5). Ammonites were descendants 

from Ben-Ammi (Lot's son by incest - Gen. 19:38). It is assumed that the Philistines 
emigrated from the island of Crete. The cycle repeated, and God made them prove that 
they were serious (v. 14). 

 
Judg. 11 Jephthah was a man of dubious character surrounded by ruffians. The elders of Israel were 

willing to swallow their pride (v. 5) to receive help. Jephthah's facts (v. 15-27) are correct. 
In the final say, national boundaries are determined by God (Acts 17:26). Jephthah's vow 



(v. 31) could be translated "...shall be the Lord's  (dedicated to life-long service to the 
Lord) OR (not AND), I will offer it up as a burnt offering." Many scholars believe that his 
daughter was offered up to God in a dedication of celibacy, not killed. In line with 
Hebrews 11:32, this would make more sense. 

 
Acts 12 James - one of the inner three (Luke 8:51 & 9:28) - died at the hands of Herod because the 

church didn't think that the Christian leaders needed prayer - that God would just do 
things for them. What a rude awakening! Pray for Christian leaders today. They are 
primary targets for the lies, deceptions and temptations of Satan. When Peter was next to 
be killed, the church finally got serious and sought God's deliverance (v. 12) for Peter. 
The last time an angel sprung Peter (5:18-20) he was told to go into the temple and 
preach. This time he knew that he had better leave town (v. 17). By Roman law, if a 
prisoner escaped, the guards would be subject to the sentence on the prisoner (v. 19). The 
mission of Barnabas and Saul (v. 25) was to bring relief to the church in Judea during the 
famine (11: 28-30). 

 
 

APRIL 20 
 

Judg. 12 The men of Ephraim complain again about not getting to be a part of the victory (cp. 8:1). 
Jephthah calls them liars (v. 2). The Ephraimites were afraid to fight the Ammonites, but 
once the victory was won, they wanted to save face. Gideon answered softly (8:1-3), 
Jephthah responds militarily. The Ephraimites not being able to say "Shibboleth" can be 
understood by comparing it to having an Oriental say "Lollipop." Nothing more is known 
of Ibzan, Elon or Abdon. They are inserted for two reasons: (1.) Probably more was 
known and passed on about them through the stories of the elders and (2.) It is a record of 
God's continued work in the nation. 

 
Judg. 13 The cycle runs again and Samson is raised up. For the Nazirite vow see Numbers 6.  (Feb. 

25th) 
 
Judg. 14 Timnath was a Philistine city only four miles from Samson's home city of Zorah (13:2). 

The angel (the Lord) told Manoah that Samson would deliver Israel from the Philistines 
(13:5). Now, some twenty years later, things start to happen (v. 4). To touch the dead 
carcass (v. 9) was a violation of his Nazirite vow (Num. 6:6). In Old Testament days the 
betrothal (engagement) (v. 7) was often one year before the marriage (v. 8 "...he returned 
later..." literally "after days"). Linen wraps were rectangular sheets worn next to the skin 
or used as sheets at night.  Samson's anger drives him home before consummating the 
marriage on the seventh day (v. 19).  The father gives the bride to the best man to lessen 
her disgrace (v. 20). 

 
Acts 13:1-25 Paul's first missionary journey. Paul is the dominant figure throughout the rest of the 

book. Cyprus (v. 4) was Barnabas' home (4:36). John (v. 5), was John Mark (Acts 12:12); 
a cousin of Barnabas (Col. 4:10). He was much younger and immature. Paul was a Roman 
citizen with Jewish heritage, thus he uses his Greek name (Paul) when dealing with 
Gentiles. He had gone by his Jewish name up to this point (Saul - named after King Saul 



who was also from the tribe of Benjamin (13:21 cp. Phil. 3:5). In Perga, John Mark quits 
and goes home (v. 13). In Pisidian, Antioch, Paul goes to the synagogue and by reviewing 
Jewish history (long-past, v. 17-23; and recent, v. 24,25) starts speaking of Jesus. 

 
 

APRIL 21 
 
Judg. 15 Samson returns a few months later to reclaim his bride. The grain is ready for harvest 

(dry). Watch how "getting even" escalates. Samson vents his anger by burning their crops. 
The Philistines get even by killing Samson's wife and father-in-law. Samson gets even by 
slaughtering a bunch of Philistines. No one is willing to quit until AFTER taking their 
revenge (v. 7). The Philistines capture Samson by threatening the people of Judah.  
Samson killed 1,000 of the 3,000 men who came to get him. That is when the Philistines 
realize that Samson is not "just like any other man" of Israel. 

 
Judg. 16 Samson does not respect his Nazirite life and, in essence, shows contempt for it by his 

disobedience to it and his lifestyle (v. 1). There were five principal Philistine cities (Gaza, 
Ashkelon, Ashdod, Gath and Ekron) and there was one lord over each city (v. 5). Samson 
couldn't have been as muscular as all the pictures make him out to be or the questions 
about the source of his strength would be inappropriate. Samson is reduced to the most 
humiliating of slave labor... grinding meal. It was a little hand-grinder that women usually 
used in the households. He wasn't walking around a big circle doing the work of a mule, 
he was "bound with chains, sitting and grinding with his hands." 

 
Judg. 17 Chapters 17-21 are all miscellaneous stories that happened during Chapters 1- 16. They 

give a good indication of the backslidden nation in this period. Verse 6 is the descriptive 
phrase of the entire period of the Judges (cp. 18:1, 19:1, 21:25). These narrations are 
confusing at best. Micah steals from his mother. She curses the thief. Not wanting the 
curse, he admits his guilt. She tries to stop the curse by dedicating the money to the Lord 
and has an idol made with it. Then a Levite living in Judah starts to hobo through the 
country (v. 8). Micah hires him to complete his man-made god and religion. 

 
Acts 13:26-52 Paul ties Old Testament history right into proving that Jesus is the expected 

Messiah. Many Jews, proselytes and Gentiles believed.  The rest of the Jews grew jealous 
and tried to rid themselves of Paul and Barnabas by persecution. Shaking the dust off their 
feet (v. 51) indicated judgment on the people (Luke 9:5). 

 
 

APRIL 22 
 
Judg. 18 Dan had never been able to conquer the Philistines in their land. So, cramped for space, 

they go looking for more land elsewhere. They eventually got more land on the northern 
edge of Israel (in the land of the Sidonians). Micah's house was between Dan and the new 
land so they passed by it, both coming and going. According to the law (v. 19), the new 
land needed a Levite to live there. The Danites started their new land in idolatry and 
would later suffer the consequences of it. 



 
Judg. 19 The wickedness of the people was rivaling that of Sodom (v. 22 cp. Gen.19:5). Cutting the 

body (v. 29) was a call for action to the other tribes. 
 
Acts  14  Paul and Barnabas go to Iconium and start out having much success there (v. 1-3). 

Persecution sent them to Lycaonia, Lystra and Derbe (v. 6). These were all in the Galatian 
region (the recipients of the letter to the Galatians). In Lystra a miracle brought the 
proclamation of god-hood (v. 8-2). No sooner had Paul convinced the people that he and 
Barnabas were not gods, then he was stoned as a blasphemer (v. 18,19). The miracle of 
walking away the next day (v. 20) is a biggie. The earliest churches were cared for by 
elders (v. 23), for no one knew enough to be a local pastor. This changed even in Paul's 
lifetime though. The end of this chapter is the end of Paul's first missionary journey (he 
has three in the book of Acts). 

 
 

APRIL 23 
 
Judg. 20 The nation is called to arms to rid themselves of this vile act. Civil war starts when the 

men of Benjamin protect the guilty (v. 13).  The reference to Phinehas (v. 28 cp. Josh. 
22:13) indicates that this happened early in the period of the Judges.  They use the same 
tactic Joshua used against Ai (v. 29-43 cp. Josh. 8:1-24).  The entire tribe of Benjamin 
faces extinction. 

 
Judg. 21 Women were needed to keep the tribe of Benjamin from dying out, but the oath of Mizpah 

(v. 1) made a solution difficult. To solve their problem, they crossed the Jordan River to 
Jabesh-Gilead (in the land of Gad) and killed the entire population except four hundred 
virgins. Since they didn't fight in the battle they didn't take the oath. Still short two 
hundred wives (20:47 & 21:12) the men of Israel tell Benjamin to "take" wives from the 
virgins that danced in the annual feast. Thereby circumventing the oath that virgins would 
not be "given" to them. Verse 25 tells it all. There is no reason to explain or apologize for 
the morals of the people, that is how men act without God. 

 
Acts 15:1-21 This chapter covers probably the hottest topic within the young church - that of 

circumcision (a sign of being in covenant with God). Circumcision was very Jewish and 
promoted Judaism as a prerequisite of Christianity. Unable to agree in Antioch, they sent 
men to Jerusalem to ask the top leaders for a ruling (v. 2).  James (v. 13), the half-brother 
of Jesus, is obviously considered the final authority, even above Peter. There was no 
lusting for power in the first century leadership, but rather a unified searching for truth 
and righteousness. 

 
 

APRIL 24 
 
Ruth 1 During the period of the Judges there are two bright spots - Ruth and Samuel. Ruth was a 

Moabite (v. 4). Moab was the son of Lot's oldest daughter (Gen. 19:37). It is an early 
proof of God's intention to include Gentiles in His plan of grace and blessing. Naomi has 



no sons to take care of her so Ruth forfeits her chance for a second husband (v. 9) to care 
for her mother-in-law (v.16-18). 

 
Ruth 2 The Law (Lev. 19:9; 23:22) commanded that produce be left in the fields for the poor to 

glean. Boaz is impressed either by Ruth's beauty or her dedication to care for her mother-
in-law; or he is moved by his sense of family duty, probably a combination of the three. 
Boaz promises to protect her and make sure she finds plenty to gather. She could glean in 
fields where the workers were still working (v. 9 & 15) and more grain was intentionally 
left out for her.  “Relatives” (v. 20) is the Hebrew word "goel," meaning "kinsman 
redeemer." A close relative could:  
(1.) Redeem family property that had been sold or lost by indebtedness  
(2.) Marry a widow to raise up an heir for the first husband - all subsequent children 

would belong to the second husband.  
Jesus is our "goel." Mankind lost right standing with God and was sold into the 

slavery of sin.  Jesus came to redeem (buy back) what was lost. 
 
Ruth 3 Boaz slept with the grain to protect it and to get an earlier start in the morning (v. 4,7). “ . 

. . spread your covering over your maid" was a request by Ruth for Boaz to exercise his 
rights as a "goel." Boaz had some age to him (v. 10) and hadn't really thought about being 
Ruth's security (v. 1). One obstacle remained.  There was one relative with closer ties who 
would have to relinquish his rights first (v. 12). 

 
Ruth 4 The city gate (v. 1) was usually the place of judicial activities. That's why you often read 

of people sitting at the gate and the elders gathering at the gate. The relative was going to 
buy (redeem) the family's land until he found out that Ruth came with it (v. 5). If there 
were no heirs of Elimelech, the land would stay in the relative's holdings. But, since Ruth 
was around, he would be required to raise an heir for Ruth's deceased husband and the 
land would return back to Elimelech's family. He declines in verse 6, saying,  "I can't 
afford to buy the land and support Ruth while getting nothing in return." Removing the 
sandal symbolized forfeiting his right of redemption. It was witnessed by the elders (v. 9). 
Read all the blessings spoken by the people (v. 11,12). Now notice that in Matt. 1:3-5 
Perez, Tamar, Judah, Boaz, Ruth and Obed are all in the earthly lineage of Jesus Christ. 

 
Acts 15:22-41 The decision was written up and sent back with Paul and Barnabas and some other 

men from Jerusalem (v. 22) to attest to its authenticity. We are now introduced to Silas 
who will play a major role is Paul's second mission trip. Barnabas (means "Son of 
Encouragement") wants to give John Mark a second chance (v. 37).  Paul won't hear of it.  
Without comment of who is right or wrong, Luke tells us that two mission teams are 
formed (v. 39, 40). 

 
 

APRIL 25 
 
1 Sam. 1 The other bright spot during the period of the Judges was Samuel. Samuel was actually 

the last judge of Israel. From him the nation moved into being ruled by kings. Shiloh (v. 
3) was the center of worship during the time of the Judges. The tabernacle was set up 



there by Joshua (Josh. 18:1). Hannah desperately dedicated any son she would be given to 
Levitical service (Samuel was a Levite, I Chron. 6:16,22-28) and to a Nazarite vow (v. 
11). Heart-felt prayer will always reach the throne of God (v. 15). Weaning (v. 23 - 
literally "dealt fully with") would occur between his second and third birthday. It also 
carries with it the idea of spiritual training which is why he "worshiped the Lord" (v. 28). 

 
1 Sam. 2 Hannah fulfilled her vow (1:11) at great expense - her only son. God did the same (Gen. 

3:15). Vows and pledges are sacred to God. Think about what you say. Hannah's prayer 
(song of praise) exalts God for His holiness (v. 2), knowledge (v.3), strength (v. 4-8) and 
His justice (v. 9-10).  Eli was a good priest but a lousy father (v. 12-17 & 3:13). All 
Christian workers should take note that the one doesn't guarantee the other.  What have 
you gained if you lose your family or children?  The man of God (v. 27) prophesies that 
the priestly family of Eli would not continue. This was fulfilled by the massacre of the 
priests of Nob (1 Sam. 22:11-19) and in the transfer of the priesthood to the sons of Zadok 
(1 Kings 2:26,27,35). As proof that the future events of the prophecy could be counted on, 
a short-term prophecy is given that Eli's two sons would die in the same day. 

 
1 Sam. 3 Samuel learns God's voice (v. 7). The warning in this chapter is to fathers who don't 

accept their responsibilities (v. 13,14). There is no higher calling than to raise godly 
offspring. To do so demands EVERY area of your life to be in line with God's priority 
system (loving God, spouse and children, being involved in Christian service, working at 
your job as to the Lord, balancing work and play, etc.). 

 
Acts 16:1-15 Timothy was personally trained by Paul. He was circumcised (v. 3) not for salvation, 

but to be accepted among the Jews. On the other hand, Paul saw no reason for Titus, a 
Gentile, to be circumcised (Gal. 2:3).   Notice it was the Holy Spirit (v. 6) and the Spirit of 
Jesus (v. 7) that stopped them - not Satan.  How can you tell the difference? To go to 
Macedonia required that they cross the Aegean Sea. A formidable barrier in their thinking 
(not that it was so hard to cross by boat, but Paul just never considered the possibility of 
preaching outside the boundaries of the Asia Minor).  Notice the use of "we" in verse 10.  
Luke (the author of Acts) joined Paul's party at Troas. Jewish law required ten men 
(families) to organize a synagogue.  When a synagogue didn't exist, the resident Jews and 
proselytes would meet for prayer in a quiet place - usually by a river. 

 
 

APRIL 26 
 
1 Sam. 4 The Philistines (Sea People) were descendants of Ham (Gen. 10:6,13,14). They were a 

very powerful people. They had settled in Canaan before Abraham arrived (Gen. 
21:32,34). The territory of the Philistines was given to Judah but none of it was conquered 
during Joshua's lifetime (Josh. 13:2). During the time of the judges, the Philistines had 
become a prominent power in the area. The ark was not a good luck charm. It symbolized 
God's presence. When symbols become charms (medallions, crosses, figures, etc.) God is 
not in it. The Benjamite having his " . . . clothes torn and dust on his head" were signs of 
calamity, death, and mourning (4:12). 

 



1Sam. 5 The Philistines credit their god, Dagon, with the victory so they place the ark at his feet. 
Twice Dagon falls before the ark. The second time Dagon is destroyed. Crediting Dagon 
with the victory rather than recognizing God's hand in Israel's defeat brought the tumors. 

 
1 Sam. 6 The tumors may have been symptoms of Bubonic plague carried by the rats (v. 4,5 & 

5:12). The Philistine priests devised a test to determine once and for all if this was just 
happenstance. In the natural course of things, the cows would not (1.) Leave their calves 
(v. 7)   
(2.) Work together in pulling the yoke (v. 7) nor  
(3.) Go straight to the border (v. 9).  
 
Note: a crisis will bring one of two responses:  
(1.) It will drive people to God (after seven months of plagues the Philistines wanted to 

appease the God of Israel - v. 4) or  
(2.) It will drive people away from God (under the strange reasoning of "trying to get 

even with Him").  
Which does it do to you? Beth-shemesh was a Levitical city (Josh 21:16). The 

Levites (v. 19) disobeyed the command in Numbers 4:20. 
 
Acts 16:16-40 Notice that in verses 16-18: (1.) The demon in the girl was telling the truth.  (2.) 

Paul didn't immediately cast it out "because it was there." Truth must be spoken at the 
right time with the right motivation or it is brash, divisive, and/or cruel. The third angelic 
jailbreak (v. 26). In the first one (5:19) the apostles went back into the temple to preach.  
In the second one (12:7) Peter left town. Now, after ministering to the jailer's family (v. 
34), Paul and Silas went back to the prison (v. 36). As Roman citizens, Paul and Silas had 
rights that were violated (v. 23,24). They did not get a public hearing and Roman citizens 
were NOT to be scourged!  They were not mistreated because of their Christianity but for 
creating a "civil disturbance." Scripturally, our citizenship rights are not to be discarded 
unless or until it is for the sake of the Gospel.  Was the jailer the man in Paul's dream 
(16:9)?  In Acts 17:1 the use of "they" tells us that Luke stayed in Philippi when Paul left. 

 
 

APRIL 27 
 
1 Sam. 7 Twenty years pass before verse 3 takes place. There is a genuine national repentance. Baal 

and Ashtareth were Canaanite fertility gods. Israel followed these idols more than any 
other in the Old Testament. Samuel says, "If you will rid yourselves of these false idols, 
God will deliver you."  God fights for Israel (v. 10) and the Philistines lose some land (v. 
14). 

 
1 Sam. 8 Parenting is learned by example or by study. Samuel's only example was Eli (2:12) and 

apparently Samuel didn't study God's word on the subject. His sons were equally 
dishonorable (v. 3). The people, rather than be under the corruption of Samuel's sons, ask 
for a king (v. 5).  Provision for a king was in the law Deut.17:14, 15) but it was God, not 
the people, Who was to select the time. 

 



1 Sam. 9 God gave them the best man Israel had to offer - Saul. He was from the tribe of Benjamin 
(v. 1,2) - the tribe that was almost wiped out in Judges 21 (cp. v. 21). 

 
Acts 17:1-15 In Thessalonica, when the synagogues started emptying, some Jews tried a lynching.  

Not finding Paul and his companions at Jason's house they took Jason and accused him of 
harboring enemies to Caesar.  Jason had to put up a bond to guarantee no more trouble. 
Paul, Silas, and Timothy go to Berea. Noble- minded people will search the Scriptures for 
truth (v. 11). Paul goes to Athens (v. 15), while Timothy goes back to Thessalonica (v. 
14,15 cp. 1 Thess. 3:1,2), and Silas stays in Berea. 

 
 

APRIL 28 
 
1 Sam. 10 The oil symbolized God's anointing of Saul as king (v.1). This would be confirmed by 

three signs (1.) v. 2   (2.) v. 3,4  (3.) v. 5,6. 
 
1 Sam. 11 Jabesh-gilead was east of the Jordan. Could Saul unite the nation to help their brothers 

on the opposite side of the Jordan (v. 3)? A shield would protect a warrior’s left eye. 
Without his right eye he would be worthless in battle. The Ammonites were beaten by an 
early morning surprise attack (v. 11). The ceremony (v. 15) was an official reception of 
Saul as king and the commitment of the nation to support him. 

 
1 Sam. 12 Here we have Samuel's farewell address. He establishes his moral character (v. 3-5), and 

then rehearses Israel's history (v. 6-13). The point is - unless you fear and serve God, no 
king will ever be big enough to protect you. 

 
Acts 17:16-34 Epicurean philosophers (v. 18) believed that all life was a search for happiness. 

Stoic philosophers exalted the rational and discouraged emotions.                  The 
Areopagus (v. 19) was the council that ruled in religious and educational matters in 
Athens. Paul echoes Stephen's words of Acts 7:48.  Verse 26 gives great insight into 
God's hand in world history. 

 
 

APRIL 29 
 
1 Sam. 13 Jonathan (v. 2) is Saul's first-born son. The Philistines had cornered the market in iron 

and metalworking (v. 19) by killing or deporting all Hebrew blacksmiths when they 
dominated Israel during the time of the judges. This would account for their military 
superiority. The Hebrews were deserting out of fear so Saul disobeys Samuel's order (v. 8-
12) to wait seven FULL days. God often steps in at the last possible moment as a test of 
our faith in Him. 

 
1 Sam. 14 Jonathan was mistakenly accepted into the Philistine camp as a Hebrew deserter (v. 

11,12). Jonathan's attack threw the Philistines into confusion. Saul's spies saw this (v. 16). 
As victory became more obvious the deserters also joined the battle (v. 21,22).  Saul, full 
of pride and tasting the victory, made a rash and stupid vow (v. 24), that Jonathan did not 



hear, (v. 27). Because of Saul's curse, the people were so hungry when the victory was 
complete that they broke the law of God (Lev. 17:10-14).  Sin - not fulfilling vows or 
oaths - will still God's voice (v. 37). Saul makes a second rash and stupid vow (v. 39). 
Lots were cast to find the problem person as in Joshua 7:16-18. The people save Jonathan 
from his father's big talk. 

 
Acts 18:1-6 Paul goes on to Corinth - a city noted for everything sinful (v. 1). Every Jewish boy 

was taught a trade by his father. In hard times, they could always fall back on it (v. 3). 
Silas and Timothy find Paul in Corinth and they report what has happened in Berea and 
Thessalonica. Paul now writes what we call 1 Thessalonians in response to Timothy's 
report. 

 
1 Thess. 1 The Thessalonians endured persecution (v. 6) joyfully (Acts 17:6-9) for the sake of the 

Gospel. These converts were mostly Gentiles (idol worshipers - v. 9), not Jews.  They 
were big on the doctrine of Jesus' physical return. 

 
 

APRIL 30 
 
1 Sam. 15 The Kenites (v.6) were a branch of the Midianites (from Abraham and Keturah Gen. 

25:2; cp. Judg.1:16 & Ex. 2:16). Moses' father-in-law was a Midianite.                  Some 
Midianites apparently joined the Israelites in the wilderness wandering (Judg. 1:16) and 
settled mostly in southern Judah. Saul tries to blame the people (v. 13-15).  A man that 
lacks godliness will always blame others for his problems or disobedience. Verse 22 is a 
key verse that ties the Old and New Testament together. The Amalakites were 
descendants of Esau. During the wilderness wandering they attacked the faint and weary 
at the rear.  They were cursed for this (Deut. 25:17-19). 

 
1 Sam. 16 The elders of Bethlehem were surprised to see Samuel and might have feared that he 

came to speak forth judgment (v. 4). Notice that God didn't tell Samuel WHICH son of 
Jesse would be king until he obeyed the first order. We often miss God because we won't 
do anything until we know it all. God won't tell us any more until we obey what He 
already told us. We cannot win that kind of stand off. David was ruddy (v. 12, i.e. reddish) 
in a land where hair and complexion were usually dark. That makes David a good-looking 
man. David is brought into the government by supernatural means (v. 17,18,22).  David 
was about 16 years old. 

 
1 Thess. 2 In Philippi Paul and Silas were beaten and put in stocks (Acts 16:22-24; cp v. 2) and 

then they went to Thessalonica. The Thessalonian Christians were being persecuted (v. 
14), so Paul reminds them that persecution is not new. Satan thwarted Paul's return (v. 18) 
possibly through the incident with Jason (Acts 17:6-9). 

 
MAY 1 

 
1 Sam. 17 Goliath was 9'9" tall. He was a descendent of the Anakim (giants). They were all killed 

in the time of Joshua (Josh. 11:22) except some that lived in Gaza, Gath (cp. v. 4) and 



Ashdod. David's three oldest brothers were in Saul's army (v. 14).  God had a covenant 
(contract) with Israel. David is the only Israelite that believed the covenant more than he 
believed his eyes. Did the reward have any influence on David (v. 25-27)? Does that have 
any application? Saul told David "okay" and then tried to make David fight man's way  (v. 
38, 39). Notice that the Philistines didn't abide by their own rules (cp. v. 9 & 51). 

 
1 Sam. 18 A (blood) covenant is the most sacred of all agreements. The ceremony is recorded in 

different passages of Scripture, but never fully in any one. God made  (cut) a blood 
covenant with Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:21), Abraham (Gen. 15:8-18), and the nation of 
Israel (Ex. 19:5-8). David "cut the covenant" with Jonathan (v. 3). The exchanging of 
clothes and weapons represented pledging their strength and life to one another. Saul had 
promised his daughter to the one who killed Goliath (17:25) and now the reward is given 
only after great risk of David's life (v. 25). 

 
1 Thess. 3 Since Paul couldn't go to Thessalonica (2:18), he sent Timothy back to find out how 

they were holding up to the persecution (v. 1-5). Timothy brings a good report (v. 6-9 cp. 
Acts 18:5). Carefully study Paul's prayer for them (v. 11-13), and receive it as a prayer for 
you. 

 
 

MAY 2 
 
1 Sam. 19 Jonathan - the heir to Saul's throne - helps calm his father (v. 5). Jonathan had 

covenanted to protect David, even if it cost him his life. Saul's daughter (David's wife), 
Michal, protects David from her father. David goes to Samuel for protection. Naioth was 
one of the several cities that housed a "school of the prophets." Samuel presided over 
them and did circuit teaching in them. That will mean more a couple of hundred years 
later in Old Testament history. 

 
1 Sam. 20 Jonathan and David's friendship is a model to the world. Jonathan would have made a 

good king. He was brave, strong (14:13, 14), loyal (v. 4) and feared God. Yet he 
recognized and even approved of David's ultimate destination to Saul's throne (v. 13-15). 

 
Ps. 59 David prays for God's protection and deliverance (v. 1-5), then rehearses the dangerous 

situation  (v. 6-10), asks for judgment  (Dt. 32:45) on his enemies (v. 11-15), and praises 
God for the answer to come (v.16, 17). The Psalms were songs. You will see many 
musical notations. Al-tashheth - possibly a common tune (like “Greensleeves” is used 
today for many songs). Mikhtam - is unknown, possibly means a psalm of protection. 

 
1 Thess. 4 Have you ever known a preacher to say, finally", and then keep right on going? It is 

Scriptural to do so (v. 1). Paul writes about practical matters of Christian living: 
1.) Sexual conduct (v. 1-8) 
2.) Christian love and how to order your life  (v. 9-12) and 
3.) Jesus' second coming and the resurrection of the dead (v. 13-18) 

 
 



MAY 3 
 
1 Sam. 21 Ahimelech is another name of Ahijah (Eli's great-grandson 14:3). David flat lied to 

Ahimelech (v. 2) for some food. The only bread available was the consecrated bread on 
the table of showbread in the Tabernacle that was to be eaten only by the priests (Ex. 
25:23-30 and Lev. 24:5,6 & 9).  When the laws of God conflict (e.g. lying vs. saving a life 
- Josh. 2:4-6; keeping the Sabbath vs. taking necessary care of animals - Lk. 13:15, 14:5) 
the law of life is supreme (v. 6). "Vessels" (v. 5) refers to their bodies. A soldier engaged 
in a campaign often refrained from intimate relations with his wife for a time before 
leaving. Doeg evidently was suspected of leprosy or was going through a ceremonial 
cleansing since he was at a city of Levites (v.7). David writes two psalms about his time 
of feigning madness (v. 10-15). 

 
Ps. 34 Achish is the name of the Philistine lord. Abimelech is the title of his position  (cp. Gen. 

20:2 & 26:1). It is a psalm of God's provision (v. 10) and protection (v. 7) both of which 
David experienced in 1 Sam. 21. Verse 20 has prophetic reference to Jesus (Jn.19:36). 

 
Ps. 56 David extols the deliverance of God. It is a psalm to build encouragement in the 

oppressed. 
 
1 Thess. 5  Paul now writes more on "the day of the Lord" (v. 2). That is Jesus' Second Advent and 

the millennium. Light = God's kingdom, true knowledge and insight.  Darkness = Outside 
God's kingdom, deception and ignorance of things that matter. V. 12-22 is the New 
Testament "Ten Commandments": 
1.) Appreciate and esteem those who diligently labor among you. 
2.) Admonish the unruly, encourage the faint-hearted, help the weak, be patient with all 
men (v. 14). 
3.) Seek after good for one another and all men (v. 15). 
4.) Rejoice always (v. 16). 
5.) Pray without ceasing (v. 17). 
6.) In everything (not "for everything") give thanks (v. 18). 
7.) Do not quench the Spirit (v. 19). 
8.) Do not despise prophetic utterances (v. 20). 
9.) Examine everything carefully, hold fast to the good (v. 21). 
10.) Abstain from every form (every appearance) of evil (v. 22). 

 
 

MAY 4 
 
1 Sam. 22 David is now leader of 400 outlaws. He moves his family under the protection of the 

King of Moab. David's great-grandmother (Ruth) was a Moabitess.  Ahimelech did right 
in giving David bread.  David sinned in lying to Ahimelech. Ahimelech really believed 
David and Saul were on good terms (v. 14,15). Saul's order (v. 16) fulfilled Samuel's 
prophecy to Eli  (2:31-34). David didn't blame Doeg or Saul, but took full responsibility 
for the massacre. Most men look to blame others. 

 



1 Sam. 23 Even as a fugitive, David has a king's heart (v. 1-5). David's band now grows to 600 and 
Saul keeps them on the run. Jonathan and David meet for the last time (v. 16-18). 

 
Ps. 52 The deeds of the wicked (v. 1-4). Notice all the references to the tongue, lying, and 

destruction.  Was David also lamenting the fruit of his lie? The end of the wicked (v. 5). 
The joy of the righteous (v. 6-9). 

 
Ps. 54 David rarely was as vulnerable as he was when the Ziphites gave away David's hiding 

place. Here is David's cry for deliverance. Few people ever enter into the intensity and 
intimacy of prayer as David did. 

 
Acts 18:7-11 Meanwhile back at Corinth . . . Paul has sent the first letter to the Thessalonians and 

verses 7-11 takes place.  During this year and a half (v. 11), Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians. 
 
2 Thess. 1 There had been either a misunderstanding or a false message (from a spirit, prophecy or 

letter - 2:2) concerning Paul's teaching on the day of the Lord. The church at Thessalonia 
was growing in Christian virtues (v. 3). Apparently they were still suffering more 
persecutions than other Gentile churches (v. 4). We serve a just God and live in His 
ultimately incorruptible universe. It is therefore a certainty that the enemies of God will be 
eternally recompensed at Jesus' second coming (v. 5-10). 

 
 

MAY 5 
 
1 Sam. 24  David had a firm conviction against harming one who had been anointed by God, even 

if the anointing had lifted. David was rewarded for this throughout his life. We should all 
keep in mind that when Christian leaders come under attack you can either support them 
or say nothing. God is the justifier and judge. David declared that he was no threat to Saul 
(v. 14). Saul's clear understanding (v. 17-21) didn't last long. 

 
Ps.  57 Mikhtam - may mean a psalm that deals with protection from one's enemies. Even in the 

midst of troubles David sings praises. Notice that David doesn't ignore the bad 
circumstances, but confesses them (v. 4) between recognizing God's power (v. 1-3) and 
making his soul and body line up to the truth (unseen as it may be). 

 
Ps.  63 David misses being able to go to the place of the Ark (v. 1,2) but decides that he can 

worship where he is (v. 5-8). For good to triumph, evil must be overthrown (v. 9-11). 
 
Ps. 142 David's psalms often started as a result of a pity-party. Here he is, anointed by Samuel to 

be King of Israel by direct revelation of God, doing good to the one who stands in his way 
(Saul), warring for the benefit of his people (1 Sam. 23:1-5) yet no one cares (v. 3,4). A 
maskil is probably a song of wisdom or contemplation. Healing, deliverance, and safety 
come when a person truly opens his heart to God. Note the victory that always concludes 
the psalms. 

 



2 Thess. 2  Some, in view of the persecution, had stated that the day of the Lord had already come. 
(Persecution is obviously part of the progression of events taught by Paul on this on this 
subject). Three things have to happen first: 
(1) An apostasy of the true Biblical faith (v. 3 cp. 1 Tim 4:1) on a scale unknown in 

history, 
(2) The revealing of the man of lawlessness (the antichrist - v. 3), and 
(3) God sends the deluding influence, but it is a result of the individual's rejection of the 

truth (v. 11,12).  Not so for the believers (v. 13-17). 
This is not a time to dread, but a time of rejoicing (1 Thess. 5:9; Lk.21:28). 

 
 

MAY 6 
 
I Sam. 25 Samuel dies. It will be about 150 years before the next prophet of note comes on the 

scene - Elijah. David and his men had earned some recompense for protecting the flocks 
of Nabal (name means "fool" - v. 25). This was not a "protection racket" (v. 15,16). Sheep 
shearing was a feast time (v. 2 & 36) and the end of the "season." It was the time to pay 
the workers. Word was obviously getting around that David was to be the successor of 
Saul's throne (v. 10,28-30). Nabal dies from two strokes ten days apart. 

 
I Sam. 26 The Ziphites once again reveal David's hide-away to Saul. David was unwavering in his 

belief that God would put him on the throne at the right time. Abner (v. 14) was Saul's 
first cousin and commander-in-chief of Saul's army. Saul again is in control of his senses 
long enough to speak the truth (v. 21), but fear and rebellion against God once again 
plunge him into sin. 

 
2 Thess. 3 Verse 3 is a promise to every believer who will accept it. Some, thinking the present 

tribulation meant that Jesus was coming soon, had quit their jobs, charged up to the limit 
on their credit cards and were sponging off the church  (v. 6-12). Paul reiterates Jesus' 
message in Lk. 19:13: "Do business with what I've given you UNTIL I come back."  Paul 
emphasizes "no work - no eat." The Second Coming held a prominent place in the minds 
of believers, but was no excuse for slothful living. 

 
 

MAY 7 
 
1 Sam. 27 David didn't believe Saul for one minute (26:25). David returns to Achish (21:10-15). 

Achish had surely heard of the division between David & Saul and welcomed a man of 
David's reputation (and 600 fighting men) joining his kingdom. David deceived Achish 
again, though, and used Ziklag to base his campaign against other enemies of Judah. He 
was doing the work of Israel's king even before the title was given to him. 

 
1 Sam. 28 David was put on the spot.  He either had to fight against his own nation or blow his 

cover (v. 1,2). His answer (v. 2) left the door open to almost anything. Did Samuel really 
appear in response to a medium (cp. Lev. 19:31)? Mediums, Spiritists, or whatever you 
want to call them, work with demonic beings - more specifically, familiar spirits. A 



familiar spirit is a demon that is familiar with a person's life, speech, secrets, etc. This is 
the basis of what the world calls "mind-reading" and "fortune-telling." It is a copy of the 
Word of Wisdom and Word of Knowledge.  The test questions are: (1.) Who gets the 
glory? (2.) Does it lead people into worship of the Father God?  (3.) Does it accomplish 
God's goals and purposes or man's?  Did Samuel really appear or was it a familiar spirit? I 
believe it was a one-time event that God did to give Saul another chance to repent. Even 
the medium was surprised to see Samuel (v. 12). Old Testament saints did not go directly 
to Heaven as New Testament believers do. They went into a compartment in the belly of 
the earth called "Abraham's bosom" (Lk.16:22).  That is why Samuel came "up out of the 
earth" (v.13). 

 
1 Sam. 29 The other Philistine lords are wiser than Achish (David probably chose Achish for this 

reason). Their distrust of David actually got him out of a very dangerous situation. 
 
Acts 18:12 - 19:1 Meanwhile, back in Corinth, Paul experiences the fulfillment of verses 9 & 10. 

Judaism was a tolerated religion in the Roman world. In Roman eyes - at this time - 
Christianity was merely a sect of Judaism and Gallio wanted nothing to do with their 
religious disagreements (v. 14 - 16). Paul is ushered out (v. 16) and Sosthenes (probably 
the instigator of the Jews - v. 12) is beaten (presumably by the anti-Jewish Greeks). Paul 
makes a Nazirite vow (v. 18). Apollos becomes an important and godly leader at Corinth. 
Paul's second missionary journey ends with verse 22 back at Caesarea. 

 
 

MAY 8 
 
1 Sam. 30 The Amalekites were the people that Saul was ordered to completely destroy (15:2,3). 

Wicked and worthless men (v. 22) of every generation often disguise their motives by a 
"fairness" doctrine. David (and God) decides what is just (v. 24). David uses his spoil (v. 
20) as gifts to all the cities that helped him escape from Saul (v. 26-31). 

 
1 Sam. 31 Finally, we return to the scene of the battle that David was excluded from (cp. 29).  This 

chapter fulfills the prophecy of 28:19. Saul did not want the Philistines to make sport of 
him (v. 4) as they did to Samson. It is fitting that the inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead would 
be involved in the final good deed to Saul for they were the first recipients of Saul's 
kingship (11:1-11). 

 
1 Cor. 5:9  1 and 2 Corinthians are really 2 & 4 Corinthians. The first and third letters that Paul 

wrote to them have been lost. The real first letter is referred to in this verse. A portion of 
what was contained in that letter may possibly be found in 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1. 

 
2 Cor. 6:14-7:1  How the Bible Grew by Lewis -"We know that it was the custom in those days to 

copy letters on papyrus leaves. One such leaf would just about have sufficed for the 
passage in 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 . . ." (There were no chapter and verse numbers in the original 
texts.) " . . . In the hands of a careless copyist..." (Or a divine act to preserve what would 
otherwise be lost) " . . . such a leaf might easily have slipped out of the letter to which it 
belonged and then found a place among the leaves containing our 2 Corinthians. Once 



there, the copyists would easily assume it to be a part of 2 Corinthians and copied it as 
that when the next copy was made, just as though it were a part of the letter with which it 
chanced to be." This passage fits with what Paul referred to in 1 Cor. 5:9. Belial (2 Cor. 
6:15) is speaking of Satan. 

 
 

MAY 9 
 
2 Sam. 1 This variation of Saul's death is either a lie to win David's favor or Saul wasn't fully dead 

when he "fell on his sword" (1 Sam. 31:4). David took the story at face value and killed 
the Amalekite for killing Saul. The book of Jashar (v. 18) is a lost book that 
commemorated important events and national heroes (cp. Josh. 10:13). 

 
2 Sam. 2 David is quickly accepted as king by the tribe of Judah (Simeon is now incorporated into 

Judah). Now the throne becomes a political battle between David and Ishbosheth (Saul's 
surviving son). David tries to win over Jabesh-Gilead (v. 5-7) which is of the tribe of Gad, 
east of the Jordan and north of Ish-bosheth's capitol of Mahanaim. Abner (v. 8) was Saul's 
cousin and Ish-bosheth's uncle. Zeruiah (v. 13) was David's sister (1 Chron. 2:16). That 
made Joab (v. 13), Abishai and Asahel David's nephews. They decided to have a contest 
of a few men, twelve men from each side, rather than have a big war - winner take all (v. 
14,15). All 24 died (v. 16). Helkath-hazzurim means "field of sword edges." No winner 
made a battle necessary.  Joab and Abner were apparently "friends" off the battlefield (v. 
22). 

 
2 Sam. 3 Abner was the real power of Ish-bosheth's kingdom. Abner marries Rizpah (v.7) which, 

according to cultural traditions, may have been a claim to the throne. Whether it was or 
not, Ishbosheth thought it was and accused Abner of such. Abner takes offense (v.8) and 
negotiates handing over the other ten tribes to David. Joab's revenge for the death of his 
brother, Asahel (2:19-23) made it impossible for the entire nation to be united under 
David without additional bloodshed. David knew that a valuable life had been needlessly 
taken and curses his own uncle's family (v. 29). 

 
Acts 19:1 Paul's first notable step on his third missionary journey is at Ephesus. It was here that he 

wrote 1 Corinthians. 
 
1 Cor. 1 This letter was written by Paul from Ephesus (1 Cor. 16:8 cp. Acts 19:1). Corinth, the 

city, was the commercial metropolis of Greece. It was one of the largest, richest, most 
important cities of the Roman Empire.  Commerce, trade, riches and the temple of 
Aphrodite, combined, made Corinth a notorious center of immorality. The temple of 
Aphrodite (Greek goddess of love - lust) had over 1,000 temple prostitutes. To 
"Corinthianize" or "act like a Corinthian,” meant living an immoral life. The church was 
made up of a variety of backgrounds (1 Cor. 6:9-11). Paul's first visit to Corinth lasted 
over 1-1/2 years (Acts 18:11). Several problems and questions had arisen since Paul had 
left Corinth and this letter addresses those. Sosthenes (v. 1) may be the leader of the 
Corinthian synagogue (Acts 18:17). He must have been saved since he was traveling with 
Paul. The Corinthians were following men (personalities) instead of Jesus Christ (v. 11-



13). It is obvious that Paul didn't believe water baptism was essential for salvation (v. 
16,17). 

 
 

MAY 10 
 
2 Sam. 4 A kingly dynasty is typically passed down from father to son. Ish-bosheth was "righteous" 

in that he did nothing wicked.  He assumed his father's throne at the urging of Abner. 
David's supporters still don't seem to understand David's feelings toward Saul and his 
family. Ish-bosheth is given a proper burial while his assassins are publicly disgraced. 
David truly looked to God for his promotion, not mercenaries (v. 9). 

 
2 Sam. 5 Samuel anointed David king of Israel about 15 years before he took the throne. How 

patient are you when it comes to receiving God's promises? One of David's first objectives 
was to conquer Jerusalem (it was right on the border between Judah and Israel (the other 
ten tribes). That would make it a very neutral capitol.  The Jebusites were so confident of 
their safety that they taunted David by saying that the blind and lame could keep them out 
of Jerusalem (v. 6). A king having many wives (v. 13) was a direct violation of Dt. 17:17 
and the resulting children caused David many future problems. 

 
2 Sam. 6 Though David made many mistakes during his life, his love for the things of God 

preserved him. The problem of verses 3-8 arose out of disobedience. The sons of Kohath 
were the only ones allowed to carry the Ark (Num. 4:15). David's disobedience was in 
copying the Philistines' way of transporting holy things (cp. 1 Sam. 6:7-8) instead of 
seeking God's direction. David was angry with himself for Uzzah's death (v. 8), not God 
(cp. v. 9). Perez-uzzah (v. 8) means "breaking" of Uzzah.  Such celebration accompanied 
(the Ark which represented) the presence of the Lord. This is the same celebration that 
should occur in many church services.  Uncovered (v. 20) simply means without his royal 
clothes. 

 
1 Cor. 2 Paul came from Athens (Acts 18:1) where philosophy and persuasive speech were exalted 

to Corinth, where wickedness and self-indulgence permeated the city.  Verses 4 & 5 tell 
us how to have effective evangelism. Verses 6 & 7 tell us how to bring Christians to 
maturity. Verse 14 answers many questions concerning the misunderstanding that the 
world has about Christianity. 

 
 

MAY 11 
 
2 Sam. 7 David's love for the Lord motivated him to want to build a house (temple) for the Ark. 

Through Nathan, the prophet, God says, "I don't need a house.  I've dwelt in the tabernacle 
this long (v. 6).  Rather, I want to build David a house (dynasty v. 11). When I am ready 
for a house, I will choose who will build it (v. 13)."  David was not disappointed, but 
humbled by God's response. 

 
2 Sam. 8 After the victory of 5:25, David expands Israel's territory north, south, east and west. 



 
Ps. 60 While David was leading a victorious campaign north of Jerusalem  (2 Sam. 8), Israel was 

attacked and beaten by Edom from the south.  Joab subsequently led the Israelites into 
victory over the Edomites. The victories against Aram-naharaim and Aram-zobah made 
the attack from the south seem unexplainable  - "Why, God, did You give us Your banner 
of victory (v. 4) and then pull the rug out from under us?"  God guarantees that He is still 
in control of the Promised Land (v. 6-8). 

 
1 Cor. 3 Paul gives two pictures of Christian growth: (1.) plants in a garden and (2.) a carefully 

constructed building  (v. 6-15). The judgment spoken of (v. 13-15) is the believer's 
judgment to determine rewards. Notice it is not the heaven or hell judgment faced by the 
unsaved. 

 
 

MAY 12 
 
2 Sam. 9 A blood covenant between two people also extends to their heirs. By covenant, David was 

obligated to take care of Jonathan's son (v. 1). Now the narrative of 2 Sam. 4:4 finally has 
purpose. Apparently Mephibosheth was unaware of the covenant his father had with 
David (1 Sam. 20:42) and probably was taught by those around him to fear and despise 
David for "usurping" his father's throne. The parallel here is that we (before we were born 
again) like Mephibosheth, did not know our covenant rights that came through the blood 
covenant between God and Jesus Christ; and therefore lived in fear of God, Who only 
wanted to bless us. 

 
 
2 Sam. 10 While Joab was attacking the city, the mercenaries (v. 6) came out of the fields behind 

him (v. 8). Joab took the choice soldiers (v. 9) and went against the mercenaries (who 
would be easy to expel because they were not protecting their own homes or land). One of 
the mercenary armies was under King Hadadezer of Zobah (v. 6 cp. 8:5). He now gathers 
a multi-nation army (v. 16) to stop David's expansion, but to no avail (v. 18). 

 
2 Sam. 11 David's heart for God did not spare him the effects of his sins. The next ten chapters deal 

with David's personal troubles (the wages of his sin). First was David's plunge into 
immorality, brought on it seems, by an attitude of impunity (that he could do anything he 
wanted because he was king). David tried to cover his sin (v. 6-8), but Uriah was a man of 
character and dedication (v. 11 & 13).  David not only murdered Uriah, but other innocent 
men also (v. 24). Jerubbesheth is Jerubbaal (Gideon) and the reference is to Judges 9:50-
54. 

 
1 Cor. 4 We would do well to understand verse 4. God will judge our actions and MOTIVES.  He 

won't accept our self-righteous justifications. The Corinthians were exalting themselves 
(v. 7,8) so Paul brings them back to the source of all blessings by taking their egos down a 
couple of notches (v 9-14). And Paul exerts his apostolic authority to rebuke and 
admonish the church. There may have been a lot of good teachers (v. 15), but Paul was 
their father (the one that first ministered the gospel to them). 



 
 



MAY 13 
 
2 Sam. 12 David deserved death for his adultery (Lev. 20:10) and murder (Lev. 24:17). Repentance 

(v. 13) quells the punishment but two things will happen: 
1.) David will live a life reaping the sword (v. 9, 10f) and immorality (v. 11), and  
2.) Bathsheba's child will die (v. 14). God sent a message through Nathan (v. 24,25) to let 

David know that the second child would not die. 
 
2 Sam. 13 With many wives, there were many half-brothers and half-sisters. The prophecy of 

12:10-12 is about to have its first fulfillment (v. 1-33). Lust always turns to hatred when it 
has been rejected or gratified (v. 15). Absalom wanted no interference in his revenge 
(v.20). Amnon was the first-born and heir to David's throne. Possibly this accounts for 
David's lack of action (v. 21). In family affairs, David was a weak father (cp. 1 Kings 
1:6). His inaction brought murder and later, a coup against his throne. 

 
Ps.  51 In this psalm you not only see David's heart, but also what true repentance is. Repentance 

in NOT "I'm sorry I got caught," it is a total abhorrence of the act and a realization of 
God's attitude toward sin (v. 4). This Psalm expounds on 2 Sam. 12:13.  A hyssop was 
used in the cleansing of the house of a leper (Lev. 14:49) or cleansing of defilement from 
contact with a corpse. In verse 11, David's concern is for the throne and his promised 
descendants (cp. 1 Sam. 16:14). 

 
1 Cor. 5 A prominent man in the church was living immorally with his stepmother (possibly 

divorced from his father) and the church was not taking action. " . . . deliver . . . to Satan . 
. . " means to withdraw the supernatural protection of the church so that the sin would not 
be hindered in bringing about physical destruction in the man's life. When Paul wrote the 
first letter  (v. 9), he told them "not to associate with immoral people."  Now he expounds 
on that statement (v. 10).  Sinners are supposed to sin - it is their nature. The sin can only 
be changed by changing their hearts.  But the saints, especially leaders in the church, must 
not sin, for that is a blasphemous testimony on God (cp. 2 Sam. 12:14). 

 
 

MAY 14 
 
2 Sam. 14 David's heart was toward Absalom (v. 1), but David was a man of justice, not mercy, 

even though he had been shown mercy many times by God. Joab tricks David through the 
woman, as Nathan did through his story (12:1-5). If David is agreeable to over-ruling the 
law (Num. 35:11,12,25) for his subjects, why not for his own son?  Even when David 
brought Absalom back, he was unable to forgive him (v. 24).  Absalom's hair (v. 26) 
weighed 3-1/2 to 4 lbs.  Absalom and his sister, Tamar, were both exceptionally good 
looking (13:1 & 14:25).  Their mother was Maacah  (3:3), the daughter of the king of 
Geshur (which is where Absalom fled 13:37, 14:23).  Absalom is finally fully restored (v. 
33). 

 
2 Sam. 15 Absalom's treatment by his father fostered rebellion. Forty years (v. 7) should probably 

read four years. Absalom was the heir to the throne since he was the oldest after Amnon 



was killed (13:29). To save Jerusalem from destruction, David flees with his household 
(wives, children and slaves), the original army of 600 men who were with him during 
King Saul's reign (v. 5 - 18) and some other loyal people.  The priests and Levites were 
going to take the Ark and follow David, but David refused them  (v. 25,26). Ahithophel 
(v. 31) was Bathsheba's grandfather (cp. 2 Sam. 11:3 & 23:34). Why would he want to see 
David destroyed? 

 
Ps. 3 "Selah" (v. 2) occurs 71 times in the Psalms. Its meaning is unknown, but probably signals 

a musical interlude signifying "pause and think on that."  David sings of God's deliverance 
(v. 3-6) and future victories (v. 7,8). 

 
1 Cor. 6 The born-again people of God will judge the world (v. 2) with Jesus. We will also judge 

angels (v. 3 - cp. 2 Pet. 2:4,9; Jude 6).  Disputes between Christians should be settled 
within the church so as not to thwart God's plan (John 13:35). Justice and mercy are better 
mixed in the church than in human courts. Homosexuality is again put in its proper place 
(v. 9) amid thieves, drunkards, swindlers, etc.  The sin is abhorrent to God; God 
nonetheless loves the sinner.  The same blood of Jesus can cleanse any and all sin. 
Immorality is a sin against your own body as well as against God (v. 18). That is why we 
see the judgment of sin in the form of sexually transmitted diseases today. 

 
 

MAY 15 
 
2 Sam. 16 Ziba was appointed by David to be Mephibosheth's servant (9:9). Abishai (v. 9) was 

Joab's brother and David's cousin. Verse 22 fulfills the prophecy of 12:11.  By taking his 
father's harem, Abasalom demonstrated his possession of the throne and made 
reconciliation between Absalom and David impossible. 

 
2 Sam. 17 Hushai's counsel (v. 7-13) saved David's life by giving him more time and he also set up 

Absalom's death by flattering Absalom into leading the attack (v.11). Jonathan and 
Ahimaaz (v. 17) were the sons of Zadok, the high priest (15:27, 36).  Ahithophel was 
indeed wise.  He knew that the delay in Absalom's pursuit of David guaranteed David's 
victory. So Ahithophel committed suicide (v. 23), rather than face charges of treason 
against David. Amasa (v. 25) was David's nephew and Absalom's cousin. 

 
1 Cor. 7:1-24 Now Paul starts answering questions that were asked by the Corinthians in a letter 

they wrote to him (v. 1, 25; 8:1; 12:1). On marriage, Paul addresses six aspects: 
1.) Should married couples continue in normal sexual intimacy after conversion (v. 1-7)? 

Yes.  
2.) Should single people marry (v. 8,9)? They should unless they have self- control - 

which would be a better option.  
3.) Can a Christian initiate a divorce? (v. 10 - no; v. 11 - yes, but...)  
4.) What about a marriage where one partner is unsaved (v. 12-16)? The saved partner is 

to do everything possible to save the marriage. 
The last two questions are answered tomorrow. 

 



 
MAY 16 

 
2 Sam. 18 God used the rough terrain of the forest to "devour" more than 10,000 of the rebel army 

(v. 8). Absalom was probably caught by his hair (14:26) rather than his whole head (v. 9). 
Joab knew that the only way to completely stop the insurrection was to kill the instigator - 
even against David's orders (v. 5). Joab, knowing David's reaction to the death of Saul 
(1:14-16) and Ish-bosheth (4:8-12), sent a Cushite slave (v. 21) to bring David the news. 

 
2 Sam. 19 David was making his loyal supporters feel bad (v. 3) for stopping the rebellion. In 

essence, they were confused about how to even serve David.  This is a result of David's 
unchecked depression (v. 4) and self-pity (16:5-13). Those emotions were controlling him 
and causing confusion. Joab gave excellent counsel (v. 5-7). The tribe of Judah is the last 
to receive David back to the throne (v. 11,12). David appoints Amasa (military leader of 
the rebel army) as commander of his army in place of Joab, to win the support of the rebel 
forces and to punish Joab for killing Absalom. David's depression again causes him to 
actually reward the rebellious and punish the loyal (v. 13). Shimei (v. 16-20 cp.                  
16:5-13) becomes real repentant. Mephibosheth shows unmistakable signs of extended 
mourning (v. 24). David makes another bad decision in his haste (16:4) and now tries to 
make amends while trying not to alienate Ziba in the process (v. 29).  Chimham (v. 37) 
was probably Barzillai's son. 

 
1 Cor. 7:25-40  The last two questions of this chapter are addressed: 

5.) Should couples who are now engaged go ahead and marry (v. 25-38)? Paul puts this as 
a personal decision that must be made in light of troubled times ahead. 
6.) May widows remarry (v. 39,40)?  Yes, they may marry a Christian. But in general, she 
would be better off (less troubled and hassled in life) if she stayed single. 

 
 



MAY 17 
 
2 Sam. 20 Absalom's attempted coup weakened David's authority enough that Sheba thought it an 

opportune time to try his take-over. Amasa (the former commander of Absalom's army - 
recently replaced Joab as the commander of David's army) disobeys David's first order (v. 
3,4). Amasa might have thought more time and a bigger army would be better, but he was 
disobedient or unfaithful nonetheless.  Amasa and Joab were cousins; both were nephews 
of David through David's sisters  (2 Sam. 17:25 and 1 Chron. 2:13-16). Abishai (v. 6) was 
Joab's brother. Joab purposely had his sword fall out (v. 8) so he could "innocently" be 
holding it when he met Amasa. Joab should have offered the terms of peace first (v. 15-21 
cp. Dt. 20:10). Sheba obviously did not have a great number of loyal followers (v. 2 cp. v. 
22). 

 
2 Sam. 21 David astutely recognized the three-year drought as a curse (see Pr. 26:2), so he sought 

God for the cause of it (Dt. 28:23,24). The Gibeonites had a treaty with Israel (Josh. 9:3, 
15-20), but Saul did not honor it.  Meanwhile, back at Philistia, we are introduced to four 
relatives of Goliath. Now we understand why David picked up FIVE stones (1 Sam. 
17:40) when he faced Goliath. 

 
1 Cor. 8 Paul answers the next question (v.1). Not all animal sacrifices were to be incinerated. 

Many times the choice meats would be served in the pagan temples or right outside to 
anyone who wanted to buy them. To see a Christian eat this meat in private or at a public 
banquet bothered the conscience of other Christians. Verse 9 is the key to many questions 
of conduct. 

 
 

MAY 18 
 
2 Sam. 22 and Psalm 18 are obviously two versions of the same song of praise. As with songs of 

all eras, descriptions are made by poetic verse and personified illustrations. This psalm 
commemorates the whole of David's life, not one specific event. 

 
1 Cor. 9 It appears that almost all of the church leaders were married and had their wives travel 

with them (v. 5).  As an apostle, Paul had the right to be supported by the churches he 
raised up (v. 7-9), but worked instead (Acts 18:3-5) so no one could accuse him of 
charlatry. He nonetheless speaks God's mind on the subject (v. 14). Paul's motivation is to 
serve God in any way possible to bring others to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

MAY 19 
 
2 Sam. 23 David's "last words" (v. 1) are more accurately described as his "last psalm" or his  "last 

public oration." "The three" (v. 8-12) were men of individual bravery. They were an elite 
group that David honored.  Besides them there were 30 other core military men who 
helped David establish his throne and increase the borders of Israel. Abishai (v. 18) and 
Benaiah (v. 20-23) were both of the thirty, and although they didn't attain to "the three", 



they were respected as such. More than thirty are named because some had died (e.g. 
Asahel, v. 24 - cp. 2 Sam. 2:23; and Uriah, v. 39 - cp. 2 Sam. 11:17). 

 
2 Sam. 24 Joab was treacherous to his rivals, but typically gave good advice to his uncle (v. 3). 

David started trusting in numbers rather than God - he wanted to see how powerful he 
was. God showed him. Satan prompted David's action (cp. 1 Chron. 21:1). "Relented" (v. 
16) is literally "repented." It doesn't mean that God changed His mind, but He did stop the 
plague. Repent means to go the other direction. If you are going up a hill and turn around 
to go down, you have literally "repented." The ground bought by David would later hold 
the temple. The principle of verse 24 is basic to worshiping God. 

 
1 Cor. 10:1-13  This (v. 6-11)  is one reason why the OT is so important. Verse 13 once and for all 

destroys the thought that "I'm the only one that this has ever happened to." You don't and 
can't have any problem that God hasn't already dealt with and has won the victory!!! 

 
 

MAY 20 
 
1 Chron. 1 We now "skip" to 1 Chronicles to get another prophet's narration on King David and 

the kings of Judah. After the reigns of Saul, David and Solomon, a civil war broke out and 
Israel was divided into two nations. The northern ten tribes comprised Israel. Judah was 
the name of the southern kingdom (comprised of Judah, Benjamin and Levi.)  The 
descendants of King David continued to sit on the throne of the southern kingdom until 
Babylon conquered it about 300 years later.  The northern kingdom (Israel) never had a 
godly king. 1 & 2 Chronicles deal with the kings of the united kingdom (Saul - Solomon) 
and then only the kings of the southern kingdom (Judah). 1 Kings and 2 Kings chronicle 
the kings of both the northern and southern kingdoms. This is the lengthiest genealogy of 
the Bible. Genealogies confirm rights of inheritance. This one deals mainly with the 
Davidic line (to establish right to the throne) and the Levitical line (to establish right to 
serve in the temple). 

 
1 Chron. 2 Now the focus narrows down to Judah's descendants. Notice verse 15. 1 Samuel 16:10 

says that David is the youngest of eight brothers - one apparently died before producing 
any offspring. Note David's nephews (v. 16,17). 

 
1 Cor. 10:14-33 Paul now differentiates between participating in idolatrous feasts (v. 14-22) and 

food in general (v. 23-33). A mature Christian is well able to restrict his liberty in Christ 
to further the cause of Christ. 

 
 

MAY 21 
 
1 Chron. 3 The kings of Judah are chronicled in v. 10-17 at which point Babylon conquers Judah 

and carries them away into captivity. You will read of each king in more detail in 2 
Chronicles and 1 & 2 Kings. Zerubbabel (v. 19) is also a major figure in OT history. He 
led in the rebuilding of the temple after the Jews returned to Israel after 70 years of 



captivity. This is the line of David till about 500 BC. This is important because Jesus 
came from this genealogy. 

 
1 Chron. 4 Now that David's line is brought up to date, the writer starts with each of the twelve 

sons of Israel (Jacob) and brings their genealogies to date. 
 
1 Chron. 5 The northern kingdom (Israel) had no continuous family line on the throne. Its history 

was marked with rebellions, coups and overthrows. It was conquered by Assyria (v. 6) 
about 120 years before the southern kingdom  (Judah) fell. 

 
1 Cor. 11:1-15 This passage cannot be fully dealt with in this short space without causing more 

questions than it answers. I won't touch it with less than one hour's worth of cross-
referencing. 

 
 

MAY 22 
 
1 Chron. 6 The Levites and their cities. 
 
Ps.  50 Asaph (1 Chron. 6:39) wrote twelve psalms. He was one of the leaders of David's choir (1 

Chron. 6:33,39). Asaph is also referred to as a "seer" (prophet) in 2 Chron. 29:30). In this 
psalm, Asaph warns of judgment (v. 1-6).  He says that the people's actions are right  (v. 
8,16), but their motives are wrong.  God is not dependent on the offerings they give (v. 9-
13) and that His law is not in their hearts, but only in their mouths (v. 17-20).  Offerings 
given to God should be based on love for God and honor to Him, not because "God needs 
it." 

 
Ps. 88 Heman was Asaph's brother (1 Chron. 6:39). Korah was the ringleader in one of the major 

wilderness rebellions against Moses (Num. 16 cp. Num. 26:11). This is the saddest of all 
the psalms. In the midst of crisis and calamity, he cries out to God. Not as a stranger, but 
as one who knows Him. Many people cry out to God as life wanes, but only those who 
knew Him previously can do so knowing God hears them and expecting God's 
deliverance. 

 
1 Cor. 11:16-34 In the early church they had the Lord's supper (communion) as a part of a regular 

"pot-luck" fellowship meal. Apparently some were greedy and not exercising self-control 
and brotherly love by eating so much that others got nothing. It was obviously the same 
people week after week. Paul said, "It is better to not even have a love-feast (which is 
what it was called) than to do this."  Paul then gives an accurate description of what 
happened at Jesus' Last Supper (v. 23-25) even though Paul wasn't there. Jesus told Paul 
(Gal. 1:16,17) by revelation. 

 
 



MAY 23 
 
Ps.  73 He asks the million-dollar question - "Why, God, do some non-Christians have it so good 

(v. 2-12)?  I've served You (v. 13) and still struggle (v. 14). It's not fair! To voice this to 
others would cause them to stumble as I almost did  (v. 15 cp. v. 2). My priorities were 
shortsighted (v. 17-20). I had looked on earth for my rewards. Forgive me and thank You 
for your faithfulness (v. 21-28)." 

 
Ps.  74 Maskil - song of wisdom or contemplation - the title of thirteen psalms: 32, 42, 44, 45, 52- 

55, 74, 78, 88, 89, 142. It is a musical term denoting a melody requiring great skill in its 
execution. Often it is when a people are threatened or conquered by another people that 
they admit to their need for God. Usually it goes like this: 
1.) God! Why did You allow this? (v. 1-6) 
2.) The enemy is less religious than we are. How come they won?  (v. 7-11) 
3.) God, they are not stronger than You. (v. 12-17) 
4.) Then comes prayer for deliverance (v. 18-23). Why do we wait so long to pray? 

 
I Cor. 12 The Corinthians had one other question that Paul thought needed a definitive answer. The 

four questions they asked him (7:1, 25, 8:1 and 12:1) are among the most misunderstood 
topics in the church today. The gifts of the Holy Spirit, though diverse, cannot be 
understood without seeing how they work together (v. 4-6, 12 & 27). The gifts are NOT 
for personal use. They only work when the possessor uses them for the benefit of another. 
Receiving a gift still leaves the recipient dependent on the Holy Spirit for the empowering 
of the gift. That is, you do not control your gift, God does. 

 
 

MAY 24 
 
Ps. 75 Asaph (1 Chron. 6:39) wrote twelve psalms (50, 78-83).  Verse 1 is praise to God. God 

speaks in verses 2-5.  "Lifting up the horn" (v. 4,5) was a boast of strength ("horn" often 
represents power, as a ram uses his horn as a weapon).  Al-tashheth (see introduction to 
this psalm) is believed to be the tune that this and other psalms (57-59) were to be sung to. 

 
Ps.  76 Salem (v. 2) is an old name for Jerusalem (cp. Gen. 14:18). This psalm speaks of a great 

deliverance that God brought against Israel's enemies. We are assured of at least one more 
similar victory for Israel at Jesus' Second Coming (Rev. 19:17-21). Again it is stressed to 
"fulfill our vows" to God. 

 
Ps. 77 Jeduthun was one of the choir directors that David appointed to lead public worship (1 

Chron. 16:41). Asaph cries for help  (v. 1-10) and he assures himself of God's deliverance 
because of history (v. 11-20). You will see many references to the dividing of the Red Sea 
(v. 16-20 cp. Ex. 14:21-31) in the Psalms.  It unmistakably proved God's power (cp. Josh. 
2:9,10). 

 
1 Cor. 13 Through the centuries this has been known as the great "Love Chapter" of the Bible. If 

this is the true definition of love (v. 4-8) and God is love - (1 John 4:8), then we can get a 



clearer insight into God's character by replacing "love" (v. 4-8) with "God."  Also keep in 
mind that we are to be imitators of God (Eph. 5:1).  The perfect (v. 10) is Jesus as He 
comes the second time. 

 
 

MAY 25 
 
Ps.  78 Matthew quotes verse 2 in his gospel (Mt. 13:35) as pertaining to Jesus' teaching.  This 

psalm is to remind the people of the errors of their fathers (v. 8) to prevent it from 
happening again. But, it has been proven over and over, "the only thing we learn from 
history is that we learn nothing from history." Zoan (v. 12) was an ancient capitol of 
Egypt.  Ham (v. 51) was one of Noah's sons. The Egyptians came through him. Shiloh (v. 
60) was the principal place of worship until the Philistines captured the Ark (1 Sam. 4) 
and presumably destroyed the city. Ephraim had been the most powerful tribe of Israel 
(Joshua was an Ephraimite) through the time of the Judges (v. 9, 67). Now God is turning 
to Judah to lead the nation to God, (remember the birthright was split between Joseph 
(Ephraim and Manassah's father) and the blessing was given to Judah (Gen. 48:5 & 49:8-
10). 

 
Ps.  79 This psalm tells of Jerusalem in ruin. It is either prophetic, or written by another Psalmist 

that uses Asaph's name, for this took place almost 400 years after David's reign.  This 
psalm asks for forgiveness and for God to avenge them. 

 
1 Cor. 14:1-20  In 1 Cor. 12, spiritual gifts are brought out. In chapter 13, it is clear that love is the 

way to use the gifts properly. In chapter 14, Paul goes back to the three most 
misunderstood and controversial gifts (tongues, interpretation, and prophecy) and gives 
further explanation.  This chapter cannot be understood without the following foundation, 
that there are two types of tongues: 
1.) The individual prayer language bestowed on believers when they are filled with the 
Holy Spirit (cp. Acts 88:14-19 & 10:44-47) which is available to anyone who asks (Lk. 
11:13) and 
3.) The gift of  tongues that is to be used during an assembly to be interpreted and will 

thereby edify the people (v. 4,5).  
Though the Corinthians obviously misused this gift, Paul doesn't even imply that it 

should be discarded (v. 5,18,39). 
 
 

MAY 26 
 
Ps.  80 "El Shoshannim" is possibly a wedding tune that is used for this psalm. "Eduth" means "a 

testimony." Israel is often spoken of as a "vine" planted and cared for by God (v. 8-13). 
 
Ps.  81 "Gittith" is presumed to be some sort of musical instrument. This psalm has to do with the 

Feast of Tabernacles (the time of harvest). "Selah" (v. 7) signifies a pause or musical 
interlude. It is used to emphasize what was just said. 

 



Ps. 82 In this psalm, God is petitioned for justice because the human judges are judging 
unrighteously. 

 
Ps. 83 All of Israel's enemies are in alliance with Assyria (v. 8) so this psalmist prays for 

deliverance (v. 1-4) and for vengeance (v. 9-18). 
 
1 Cor. 14:21-40 Freedom in a church service is encouraged (v. 26,31) but in an orderly manner (v. 

26,32,40).  1 Cor. 11:5 makes it clear that women were not excluded from any verbal 
utterance. The "Law" (v. 34) was a Jewish law, not a Bible law. Paul is invoking the same 
attitude that he uses in I Cor. 9:20-23 - don't let your freedom cause another to stumble. 
There is a lot more to this issue. In Christ there is neither male nor female (Gal. 3:28), but 
in the home both exist. 

 
 

MAY 27 
 
1 Chron. 7 Back to the family trees. 
 
1 Chron.  8 It has been theorized that rather than the two genealogies of Benjamin (7:6-12 & 8:1-

40) which don't match, that possibly 7:6-11 should be Zebulun and 7:12 is an otherwise 
lost list of Dan, since neither one is mentioned elsewhere in this genealogy.  King Saul 
was from Benjamin (v. 33). 

 
1 Chron. 9 This is a list of those who returned to Israel after the Babylonian captivity. In our 

sequence of events, we are only at King David's reign. The fall of Jerusalem and the 
Babylonian captivity is still 400 years away. Verses 35-44 are almost identical to 8:29-40. 

 
1 Cor. 15:1-32 This chapter is the greatest treatise on the resurrection in the Bible.  It covers: 

1.) The certainty of Paul's message 
2.) The certainty of Christ's death and resurrection (v. 4-9) 
3.) The certainty and guarantee of the resurrection of the believer (v. 20-28) 

 
 

MAY 28 
 
1 Chron. 10 We now return to another narration of Saul's death (cp. 1 Sam. 31). This quickly 

brings us up to King David again. 
 
1 Chron. 11 In verse 6 we find out how Joab received his coveted position (he later killed Abner 

and Amasa to maintain it). Now David's valiant men are named and many of their deeds 
mentioned (v. 10 & 12:40), similar to 2 Sam. 23:8-39. 

 
1 Chron. 12 Additional information on David's warriors that was not mentioned in 2 Samuel is 

given here. These accounts help put the other historical facts of David's life in perspective. 
 



1 Cor. 15:33-58  Verse 33 has been the crux of much self-deception. It is a law that cannot be 
broken. Those who think otherwise are prideful (Pr. 16:18). The Jews believed in a 
resurrected body that had no advantages over their current body.  The Greeks believed in 
the immortality of the soul, but scoffed at the idea of an immortal body (Acts 17:32). Paul 
makes it clear that the resurrected body is the same in essence, but still different in 
expression, much like a plant is different from it's withered seed.  Death has lost its sting 
for the Christian (v. 55,56) because sin was dealt with and beaten on the cross of Christ. 

 
 

MAY 29 
 
1 Chron. 13 The writer of Chronicles is concerned primarily with the religious history of the 

nation. Therefore, after the legal genealogies and brief summary of King Saul through 
David's coronation  (chapters 10, 11 & 12 - about 47-1/2 years), he skips ahead to David's 
first attempt to bring the Ark to Jerusalem. This parallels the account in 2 Sam. 6:1-11. 

 
1 Chron. 14 David had other sons born to him BEFORE he conquered and lived in Jerusalem (3:1-

4). Then we are told briefly how David solidified the kingdom (v. 8-17). 
 
1 Cor. 16 The churches were taking up offerings for the saints in Jerusalem. It was to be one BIG 

offering. The purpose could be: 
1.) Famine relief (cp. Acts 11:28,29),  
2.) Repay the Jerusalem Christians for their unselfish giving (Acts 4:32-35) which 

allowed the church to get off the ground,  
3.) To relieve the effects of the persecution (loss of businesses, property, jobs, etc. - Acts 

8:1) or  
4.) A combination of the above, coupled with the intent of building bridges      

between the Gentile and Jewish Christians. 
Apollos (v. 12) probably didn't want to come because of the factions (3:4). 

Stephanus, Fortunatus, and Achaicus probably brought the letter from the church at 
Corinth (7:1) to Paul.  Maranatha (v. 22) was a salutation meaning "Our Lord comes!" 

 
 

MAY 30 
 
1 Chron. 15 David learns from his first mistake (v. 2 cp. 13:10). Notice the details about the role of 

the Levites (v. 4-24) that wasn't mentioned in 2 Sam. 6:12-19. There was a holy 
combination of jubilation and order, joyous music and reverence.  Notice the insinuated 
condemnation on the one who despises "making merry" and celebrating the presence of 
God. 

 
1 Chron. 16 David hired some Levites to be full-time singers and music directors in the place of 

worship, (the original tabernacle and altar remained at Gibeon. David had made another 
tent for the Ark at Jerusalem). Asaph (Ps. 50,73-83) was a major figure (v. 5). The psalm 
of verses 8-36 is a combination of Ps. 105:1-15, Ps. 96 and Ps. 106:1,47-48. These psalms 



were therefore probably written by David (they are anonymous, as far as author, in the 
Book of Psalms). 

 
Ps.  89 Ethan, the Ezrahite, is assumed by scholars to be Jeduthun of 1 Chron. 16:41. David wrote 

Psalm 39 specifically to be performed by Jeduthun. In this psalm God is praised for the 
covenant with David (v. 1-4) and then the covenant (2 Sam. 7:12-16) is repeated in 
expanded poetic terms (v. 5-37).  Rahab (v. 10) is a chaos-monster of mythology. It is 
used poetically for Egypt (Ps. 87:4, Is. 30:7, 51:9).  In verses 38-45, David has suffered 
some defeat and the question arises "what about the covenant?" We know that God did 
indeed come through.  It is always infinitely easier to look back at God's faithfulness than 
to believe in Him in the midst of the trial. Remember that. 

 
Acts 19:1-20 Paul wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus. This section tells of Paul's ministry at 

Ephesus during his third missionary journey. He had been there during his second journey 
(Acts 18:19-21), but only for a short time. This time he stays for two years (v. 10). The 
Jewish exorcists (v. 13) were not a new breed. Some were charlatans, some were just self-
deceived thinking they were doing some good. They were around in Jesus' lifetime also 
(Mt. 7:22, 12:27). It was not the words they said (v.13) which failed (cp. 2 Kings 2:14) - 
for deliverance from demonic powers is not accomplished by "magic words." Failure 
came from having no authority (received by being born again) to cast out demons. 

 
 

MAY 31 
 
1 Chron. 17 David's heart attitude was right (v. 1) in that he realized that the things of God should 

come before his own pleasures (cp. Haggai 1:4). Nathan saw that David's heart was right 
(v. 2), but God intervened because the timing was wrong (v. 4-12).  What lesson can we 
learn here? God speaks the Davidic Covenant (v. 7-14) and David realizes the blessing 
that he received (v. 16-27). 

This event is also found in 2 Sam. 7. 
 
1 Chron. 18 This is a condensed summary of some of David's more notable military campaigns.  It 

is also a parallel to 2 Sam. 8. 
 
1 Chron. 19 This battle against the Ammonites (descendants of Lot - Gen.19:38) and the Arameans 

was a major victory for the peace of David's kingdom (v. 18,19).  It is also told in 2 Sam. 
10:1-19. 

 
Acts 19:21 &22  After writing to the Corinthians, problems seem to have come to a head and Paul 

made a swift, unscheduled visit (his second - 2 Cor. 12:14 & 13:1) which proved to be 
unpleasant both for him and the church (2 Cor. 2:1). He intended to return to Corinth (2 
Cor. 1:15,16). Instead, to avoid an even more painful visit (2 Cor. 1:23), he stayed in Asia 
(Acts 19:22; 2 Cor. 1:8) and wrote them a sharp and pointed, yet sorrowful letter (2 Cor. 
2:4,9 & 7:8,12) carried by Titus, which caused Paul a great deal of anguish.  That would 
be the third letter to the Corinthians. What we know as 1 & 2 Corinthians is really 2 and 4 



Corinthians. It is a popular theory that 2 Cor. 10-13 was originally a part of the "sorrowful 
letter" (or 3 Corinthians), written during Acts 19:21, 22. 

 
2 Cor. 10 Paul addresses those at Corinth who haven't given up their factions (1 Cor. 3:4) and even 

challenge Paul's authority as an apostle. Paul is forced into a position of defending his 
apostleship by "boasting." That is, telling the Corinthians of his God-given authority (v. 
8), his pioneering labor in Corinth (v.14) and his dedication to spreading the gospel 
further (v. 16). Before this letter is over, Paul will have verbally ripped the opposition to 
shreds.  That was not Paul's desire, but it was necessary.  That is why this (chapters 10-13) 
is thought to be the "sorrowful letter" (2 Cor. 7:8-12). 

 
JUNE 1 

 
1 Chron. 20 David's sin with Bathsheba took place between verse 1 and verse 2. Remember in 1 

Sam. 17 when the entire army of Israel was afraid of the giant, Goliath? They thought 
Goliath was too big to hit; David saw him as too big to miss. Once David proved that 
giants were not indestructible, they were not that great of an obstacle. It's amazing what 
can be done once someone will believe God enough to do it the first time. 

 
1 Chron. 21  In 2 Sam. 24, it wasn't brought out that Satan instigated this action. 1 Chronicles deals 

more with the spiritual aspect of events than 1 & 2 Samuel, which deal more with the 
physical happenings. Notice that David didn't try to blame Satan, Joab or anyone else (v. 
17).  He took FULL responsibility for his actions - men and women of character will do 
that. From the ashes of this terrible event comes the purchase of the land on which the 
magnificent "Solomon's Temple" would be built. 

 
1 Chron. 22  David could not build the temple, but he did what he could to get ready for it. The 

non-Israelites living in the land were put to work as slave labor (v. 2) to start preparing the 
materials, and the plans were formulated (v. 5,14-16,19) 

 
2 Cor. 11:1-15 Paul attacks his accusers at Corinth by opening his life to the church there. Paul 

answers their charges  (v. 5 - cp. 10:2; v. 6 - cp. 10:10; v. 7-9 cp. - Acts 18:5) and then 
exposes the troublemakers (v.13-15). 

 
 

JUNE 2 
 
1 Chron. 23 There was one more attempt on David's throne by one of David's sons (Adonijah - 1 

Kings 1) which prompted David to make Solomon king (v. 1) even while he was still 
living.  They served together for a few years in a co-regency.  David organized the Levites 
for the more complex worship that would be required in the new temple. David puts more 
responsibility on them - since they would no longer be needed to carry the Tabernacle and 
its furnishings from place to place (v. 4,5). 

 
1 Chron. 24 David divided the priestly line (Aaron's dependents) into 24 groups. Each was to serve 

for two weeks a year in the temple. (The Jewish calendar had only 48 weeks per year - 12 



months of four weeks each.) This rotation is what is referred to in Luke 1:5 (cp. 1 Chron. 
24:10). 

 
1 Chron. 25 The musicians and singers were very important in the temple worship.  Asaph, Heman 

and Jeduthun (v. 1-4) were the most famous. Asaph had four sons, Heman had six, and 
Jeduthun had 14.  So they drew lots and the 24 sons all took their turns (two weeks a year) 
in the temple with the priests.  David person-ally supervised this area of the temple 
service (v. 2,6). 

 
2 Cor. 11:16-33 Paul says that Jesus gave no precedence for a man to boast (v. 17) but Paul had to, 

so he could protect the church at Corinth from the false prophets and deceitful workers 
who were trying to take charge. Here we get great insight into Paul's life and dedication 
(v. 22-33). 

 
 

JUNE 3 
 
1 Chron. 26  David now sets 4000 guards in service from the sons of Korah (the rebel Levites of 

Numbers 16). Korah's sons obviously didn't partake of his sin for they were a prominent 
people in Solomon's temple. These guards (gatekeepers) were to protect the temple and its 
furnishings from unauthorized people. They drew lots to determine which family would 
guard which gate (v. 14-16). The temple treasures (v. 20) consisted of tithes, gifts and 
spoils of war, which were immense during David's reign.   The two and one-half tribes 
that settled east of the Jordan (v. 32) had government tax collectors assigned to them also. 

 
1 Chron. 27 The men of Israel served in the army one month a year on a rotating basis. This was 

their peacetime standing army. David learned his lesson (v. 23 cp. 21:1). The men 
mentioned in verses 25-31 were in charge of David's personal property.  Ahithophel and 
Hushai (v. 33) were both mentioned in Absalom's attempt for the throne (2 Sam. 15:31-
37). Ahithophel sided with Absalom; in order to help David, Hushai pretended to side 
with him also. 

 
2 Cor. 12 Paul is using second person pronouns to describe an experience that actually happened to 

him. The first heaven is where the birds and airplanes fly. The second heaven is what we 
call outer space.  The third heaven is the throne room of God. The idea of seven heavens 
is based in eastern religions and has no Scriptural basis.  Great controversy surrounds 
Paul's "thorn in the flesh" (v. 7). Some relate their own sicknesses or trails to it and 
through this error actually suffer needlessly. Whatever it is Paul had, only accept it if you 
can say with him that you have had "surpassing greatness of revelations" (v. 7). That was 
the cause of Paul's thorn. Even so, Paul didn't call it a sickness but rather a messenger of 
Satan (v. 7,10). 

 
 



JUNE 4 
 
1 Chron. 28 David publicly (v. 1-10) and privately (v.11-21) establishes Solomon as king and 

builder of the temple. 
 
1 Chron. 29 Solomon was about 20 years old when this all took place (v. 1). David makes one last 

(extravagant) gift for the work of the temple (v. 4). Today it would amount to about $2 
billion. That spurred others to give also (v. 6-9). David's prayer of gratitude to God (v. 10-
19) is one of the most uplifting of the entire Old Testament. 

 
2 Cor. 13 Paul is planning a third visit (see introduction on May 31). He is threatening a "church 

trial", if necessary, to establish the truth about himself and his accusers. He admonishes 
them to test themselves (v. 5) before testing others (cp. Mt. 7:3-5).  Paul's benediction (v. 
14) illustrates his belief in the doctrine of a Triune God - the Trinity. 

 
 

JUNE 5 
 
Ps.  1 David was quite the musician (1 Sam. 16:18, 1 Chron. 23:5). Many psalms carry David's 

name and most of the anonymous psalms are attributed to him. This psalm, like many of 
the Psalms and Proverbs, compares the righteous man (v. 1-3) and the wicked man (v. 4-
6). 

 
Ps.  2 This psalm is attributed to David in Acts 4:25. No earthly ruler is any match for God. This 

is also known as a "royal psalm" because it prophetically speaks of Jesus, the King of 
Kings (v. 6,7 cp. Acts 13:33 & Heb. 1:5 & 5:5).  It concludes with a solemn warning. 
How much we should learn from the mistakes of others. (You will read Psalm 3 on May 
14) 

 
Ps.  4 David was a man of war and killed an innocent man (1 Chron. 28:3). Many of his psalms 

reflect times of trouble and persecution.  Notice how the psalms that start so forlornly and 
end in victory. Try it next time you are oppressed or worried - sing (or read) psalms to 
yourself. 

 
Acts 19:21-41  Paul's preaching was hurting the idol-making business. One way to stir people to 

action is to affect them financially. Money was their god, not Artemis (v. 24,25). Verse 32 
is a sad commentary on people in general, but so often true.  The town clerk (v. 35) was a 
man of prominence. He was the leading civic official and had to answer to Rome for such 
illegal gatherings. The "image which fell down from heaven" (v. 35) was a meteorite that 
had been made into an idol kept in the temple. 

 
JUNE 6 

 
Ps. 5 Surrounded by men who flatter and lie, (v. 6,8-10) while plotting his destruction, David 

calls on God to hear his morning prayer (v. 3) and assures himself of God's guidance (v. 
7-10) and His protection (v. 11,12). 



 
Ps. 6 This is called a "penitential psalm." In Psalm 6 and the other penitential psalms, the 

affliction is brought on by the psalmist's own sins.  So he confesses his sin and warns his 
enemies to depart - knowing God is a forgiving God (1 John 1:9). 

 
Ps. 7 Shiggaion is thought to mean "a wild, mournful ode" or an ecstatic song. Cush is not 

mentioned or identified elsewhere. He could have been a henchman for King Saul (also a 
Benjamite), sent to kill David. 

 
Acts 20:1 In Macedonia, Titus reached Paul and informed him that the "sorrowful letter" had 

brought the Corinthians to their senses (2 Cor. 7:5-10). Paul writes 2 Cor.1-9 from 
Macedonia (Philippi). This letter addresses just a few more potentially dangerous 
problems and prepares the way for his postponed third visit (2 Cor. 1:15-17) 

 
2 Cor. 1 The opposition had made a big deal out of Paul changing his traveling plans (v. 15-17). 

Even today people have trouble when a leader changes his plans, thinking, "God wouldn't 
do that!" Changing plans does not indicate an inability to make a decision nor indicate a 
spiritual failure (v. 17). On the other hand, don't say, "God said . . . " unless He did. You 
may prove yourself a liar. 

 
 

JUNE 7 
 
Ps.  8 "Gittith" is a special musical instrument that is supposed to either have been used by the 

people of Gath, (a Gittite was from the city of Gath), or used primarily at the festivities of 
harvest time. This psalm tells of God's greatness, man's smallness, and the awesomeness 
of God's love for man. 

 
Ps. 9 "Muth-labben" is a good example of why so many foreign words are used in the 

introductions to the Psalms. They are words that the meaning of which are unknown, 
uncertain, or not agreed upon. I have found three possible meanings: 
(1.) Upon the death (Muth) of the fool (labben), possibly referring to Nabal (1     

 Sam. 25). 
(2.) Death to the son, or  
(3.) One considered translation is "to be chanted by boys with virgins' voices" (soprano). 

The psalm itself speaks of the wonder, strength, and deliverance of God. "Higgaion" 
in verse 16 probably refers to a musical interlude (the singing is to pause for a short 
time) to emphasize the feelings that were just  sung. 

 
Ps.  10 Why do good people have hard times and why aren't ALL the wicked defeated and 

miserable all the time? We want God's justice to come speedily when it benefits us, and 
we praise God for His patience when we are guilty. 

 
2 Cor. 2 Paul wants his third visit to be a happy one. He needs it and so do the Corinthians (v. 1-4). 

Most of the trouble seems to have been instigated by one man (v. 6). Paul believes that the 
man has truly repented and desires the corporate punishment to cease and be replaced by 



forgiveness and restoration (v. 7-11). Paul had anxiously awaited the response to his 
"sorrowful letter" (v. 13 cp. Acts 20:1) and was ecstatic when Titus reported back to him 
the Corinthians' receptiveness of the letter (v. 14-17). 

 
 

JUNE 8 
 
Ps.  11 For a short psalm, this says a lot! I will trust in God, for my own speed and cunning is not 

good enough (v. 1-3). "Foundations" (v. 3) probably is the                  "foundations of the 
earth" - natural catastrophes (earthquakes, hurricanes, etc.). What can the righteous do? 
Take refuge in the Lord. God truly does watch over us all the time. 

 
Ps. 12 There are times in our lives when we think - "Evil is winning. Where, Oh God, are the 

ones who walk uprightly?" There are always a people who are sold out to God and with 
those people, whether few or many, God will bring His will to pass. Verses 6-8 would be 
an excellent memory or meditation Scripture today. 

 
Ps. 13 When you are desperately in need of God's help, try David's two-part prayer:                 

(1.) Be honest with Him. David felt confused and sorrowful (v. 2), afraid, (v. 3), and mad 
(v. 4). (2.) Remind yourself of the truth beyond the circumstances. Trust and rejoicing in 
God (v. 5) and praising and remembering God's past deliverances (v. 6) will bring God on 
the scene. 

 
2 Cor. 3 Letters of commendation helped traveling Christian teachers gain acceptance in new cities 

(v. 1). The Corinthian church itself was proof of Paul's ministry (v. 2,3). Paul compares 
the Law of Moses (the Old Testament Law) to the New Covenant in Jesus (v. 6-11). 

 
OLD COVENANT                                        NEW COVENANT 
Letter (external rules and regulations)            Spirit (inner desire to please God) 
Brought Death (Rom. 7:9)                             Brought Life (John 6:63) 
Came with glory                                            Came with much more glory 

Moses covering his face (Ex. 34:29-35) was a type or shadow of the Jewish race 
being unable to fully comprehend the Law or understand its fulfillment in Jesus (v.12-18). 

 
 

JUNE 9 
 
Ps. 14 Saying "There is no God" is what makes him a fool.  Man without God is a perverse, 

pitiful creature. 
 
Ps. 15 When using this checklist to judge our own Christian maturity, realize: 

(1) We are saved by grace and faith not works. 
(2) God expects His children to be "adequate, equipped for every good work."                 
 (2 Tim. 3:17) and 



(3) God doesn't grade on a curve. Being 92% righteous, displaying integrity  most of 
the time, not slandering very often, or almost always keeping your  word is not 
reaching the goal of Christ-likeness. 

 
Ps. 16 David speaks of his faith in God's protection and of his confidence in God, even as he 

contemplates the reality of eventual physical death. According to the New Testament, 
verses 8-10 find their fullest meaning in Jesus' death and resurrection. 

 
2 Cor. 4 Verse 2 is the basis of "renouncing" our sins to be free of them.  We often try to live our 

Christian convictions in our heads, but the Bible makes it very clear that our words will 
eventually make us or break us.  Satan is the "god of this world" (v. 4) ever since the fall 
in the Garden of Eden. His goal is to keep as many men as possible from understanding 
God's love and Jesus' finished work. The more the Christian understands the truth of the 
inner man (soul and spirit) and the outer man (body), the more he can understand verses 
8-18, God's divine working. 

 
 

JUNE 10 
 
Ps. 17 David was noted as being a very godly man yet his life was filled with pressures. Many 

people hated him, several tried to kill him, some told his secrets, and a few even slandered 
him. David learned the secret of life - go to God. We usually get mad at Him instead. 

 
Ps. 19 This is a psalm of wonderment. How awesome God is! His works are without equal (v. 1-

6) and His word is perfect and endures forever (v. 7-13). Verse 14 is a common prayer. 
 
Ps. 20 In 2 Cor. 1:4, Paul says to  " . . . comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort 

with which we ourselves are comforted by God." David, who was often distressed, wrote 
this to comfort others in their times of distress. This is a psalm of encouragement. 

 
2 Cor. 5 "Earthly tent" (v. 1) is our body (cp. John 1:14: " . . . the Word became flesh and dwelt" - 

literally, pitched His tent - "among us . . . "). Immediately upon physical death (separation 
of the inner man and outer man) the Christian is in God's presence - Heaven. The 
judgment seat (v. 10) is not the place of deciding Heaven or Hell. That is done at the 
"great white throne judgment" (Rev. 20:11-15). Christians will only face a judgment of 
their works to determine REWARDS (cp. 1 Cor. 3:12-15). It would be good to memorize 
verses 17-21. Many truths are contained in it. 

 
 

JUNE 11 
 
Ps. 21 This is another psalm of praise to God, an encouragement to those who need a mighty 

God 
 
Ps. 22 "Aijeleth Hashshahar" means "the hind of the early morning." It is found only here in 

Psalm 22. It probably is a certain melody that David used to write this psalm. Psalm 22 is 



often thought of as the first of a trilogy of psalms (22, 23, & 24) that speak of Jesus on the 
cross (22), His ministry between the cross and His second coming (23), and His future 
return and reign (24). Many of these verses are prophetic of His earthly ministry and death 
on the cross (v. 1, 6-8, 13, 16-18, 22, 31). 

 
Ps. 23 This is probably one of the most loved, quoted, and memorized passages of the Bible. 

There are many references in the New Testament to Jesus, the Shepherd                  (Mt. 
26:31, Jn. 10:11, Heb. 13:20, 1 Pet. 2:25 & 5:4). 

 
2 Cor. 6:1-13 Paul shares many of the things that have tried to stop him from telling others about 

Jesus (v. 4-10). This should shame those of us that would consider denying Jesus in the 
face of some minor disappointment. We must get life in perspective.  What is really 
important to you?   What will matter or make a difference in thirty years or in eternity?  
We have read 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1 as a possible lost letter written before 1 Corinthians (see 
May 8 notes). 

 
2 Cor. 7:2-16 Paul pleads with the Corinthians to be as open with him as he is with them (read 

6:11-13 and 7:2 as one thought). Paul again refers to when Titus brought him the news 
that the "sorrowful letter" had produced good results (v. 5-13).  There are two types of 
sorrow (v. 10). The heart attitude is the deciding factor (God judges, not man) as to 
whether it produces salvation or death.  Tears are not necessarily repentance. "I'm sorry I 
got caught" does not qualify for God's grace and mercy according to 1 John 1:9. 

 
 

JUNE 12 
 
Ps. 24 This concludes the trilogy of the ministry of Jesus. It speaks of His glorious return. 

"Selah" was a musical term of the Hebrews whose meaning has been lost over time. 
Scholarly guesses are that it is a musical interlude designed to allow the listener to be in 
awe over what was just sung. 

 
Ps. 25 This is a prayer for protection (v. 1-3, 16-22), wisdom (v. 4-5), forgiveness (v. 6-7, 11), 

and of honoring God (v. 12-15). 
 
Ps. 26 David is saying, "God, I've been good. I've done things right! Why am I having 

problems?"  Religion, even true Christianity, is not a lucky amulet to keep away the 
pressures of life. God has promised: 
(1.) To be with us through them 
(2.) To provide a way of escape, and 
(3.) To keep us from falling headlong (being totally destroyed). 

  
2 Cor. 8 The Gentile churches have joined together to send money to the Jewish Christians in 

Israel. Paul gives instruction on the giving of our gifts: 
1.) First give yourself to God (v. 5). You are what God really wants more than your 

"stuff."  



2.) Give joyfully - without holding onto it in your heart after giving it with your hand (v. 
3).  

3.) Give, motivated by love toward people, even those you have never met (v. 4). 
Paul uses the example of the Macedonians (Philippi being the principal city - cp.  

Philippians 4:15-18) to challenge the Corinthians to do their part in this offering. The 
attitude of verse 21 must be a fundamentally required attitude of any Christian leader. 
Notice the context of verse 9 is referring to money, not to some spiritual connotation.  
God wants us to prosper - especially if we will use it properly (cp. Dt. 8:18). 

 
 

JUNE 13 
 
Ps. 27 As happens in our lives, David had times of despondent prayer to God, emotional 

outbursts of anger toward God, questions about how or why God does something, and 
times of great faith in God's love and power.  In this psalm, David is at a spiritual peak. 
He knows God will not fail him. 

 
Ps. 28 The Psalms are not recorded in chronological order. They are a collection of songs. Often, 

the order may have very little rhyme or reason. Being a collection of songs, you can 
understand why David appears to be "up" and then "down" so sporadically. 

 
Ps.  29 Unfortunately, we often only understand God's character by our "civilized", scientific 

standards, and thereby acknowledge a God who is much weaker than reality. This psalm 
is not "primitive", it is illustrative of how powerful our God is. 

 
2 Cor. 9 The Corinthians' zeal for this project was inspiring to the Macedonians. If they did not 

fulfill their vows  (typically people renege on their vows because their "feelings" change 
as time passes. That is not an acceptable excuse to break a vow to God,) Paul and the 
Corinthians would be put to shame (v. 4). Principles of giving, promises to the giver and 
results of the gifts (v. 13,14) are detailed. 

 
 

JUNE 14 
 
Ps. 30 It has been proven that anyone can cry out in prayer to God for help in time of trouble, but 

only people that have character and a true relationship with God will thank Him after the 
answer has come and the pressure is off. This is a psalm of thanksgiving. Notice how 
skilled David is at saying “Thank you, God”. True gratitude is not satisfied with the 
minimal compliment, it expounds on it in an attempt to fully express the gratefulness felt. 
Try it with your spouse, friend, employer, or employee. 

 
Ps. 31 David sings of his trust in God (v. 1-5), his thankfulness (v. 6-8), his need (v. 14-18), his 

praise (v. 19-22), and his instruction to others (v. 23-24). 
 
Ps. 32 "Maskil" is probably a song that requires exceptional musical skill to play. The 

destruction that disobedience (rebellion, sin) brings is real. Many physical sicknesses are 



directly tied to unforgiveness, bitterness, and hardness of heart (v. 1-7).  A basic truth of 
Scripture is “sin, coming into the world brought death.”  The only remedy to the 
numerous forms of death (sickness, poverty, broken relationships, etc.) is the blood of 
Jesus and confession of sin. Note the admonition of verses 9 and 10. 

 
Acts 20:2,3 While in Macedonia or Greece (v. 2,3) Paul wrote the letter to the Galatians. 
 
Gal. 1 This is the only Pauline epistle addressed to a group of churches (v. 2).  The Galatian 

region was where Paul spent most of his first missionary journey and part of his second 
and third. History tells us that the people of Galatia were "susceptible to quick 
impressions and sudden changes, with a fickleness equal to their courage and enthusiasm . 
. . "  (For the place where verses 16-18 fit in the book of Acts - refer to Acts 9:23 - April 
15.) 

 
 

JUNE 15 
 
Ps. 33 Music is universal. Everyone has different musical tastes. Music was created to be 

enjoyed by God's creation. Although some are more musically talented than others, all 
Christians are commanded to praise God musically. He isn't nearly as concerned with 
ability as He is with the heart (v. 1-5). He is worthy to be praised (v. 6-17). We always 
praise those who are great or do great things. Who is worthier than God?  Praise will 
benefit you (v. 18- 22). 

 
Ps. 35 David wrote more psalms about being delivered from his enemies than the Bible gives 

instances of him being in danger. This is easily explained. It appears David's prayer life 
wasn't limited to one "catch-all" prayer for every situation.  As often as necessary, (it is 
necessary every time you fall into fear), David went to God in prayer (psalm) and 
encouraged himself (v. 1-8) until he once again was confident in God's deliverance (v. 9-
10). He did good to his enemies (v. 11-26) and expected to enjoy vindication (v. 27-28) in 
this life- time. 

 
Gal. 2 Paul defends his authenticity as an apostle by showing that: 

1.) He had received the gospel by supernatural means (1:15-17).  
2.) He was in total unity with the message preached by the "recognized apostles in 

Jerusalem (v. 9,10).  
3.) He had the credibility with Cephas to be able to confront him. Cephas (another name 

for Simon Peter) respected Paul enough to listen to him when Paul accused him of 
practicing hypocrisy (v. 13) in his ministry. Hypocrisy is not to be confused with 
heresy, which others were practicing - 3:1. 

 
 



JUNE 16 
 
Ps. 36 John 2:24 says, " . . . Jesus . . . was not entrusting Himself to them for He knew all men."  

Why should you trust in sinful men (v. 1-4) when you can trust in God                  (v. 5-
12)? 

 
Ps. 37 David compares the wicked with the righteous. There are several major verses that you 

would do well to meditate on - v. 4,5,24,25,40. 
 
Gal. 3 Paul goes into great detail to convince them of the truth of "justification by faith."  That is 

- that we can only be innocent in God's presence by faith in the work of Jesus Christ, not 
by our own labors.  Good works are a result of salvation, not the means to attain it.   Paul 
points them to the Old Testament to prove it: Abraham was justified by faith not works (v. 
6 cp. Gen. 15:6).  Abraham couldn't have found favor with God through the Law, because 
the Law came 430 years after Abraham died (v. 17,18). The purpose of the Law was to: 
1.) Show us how far short of perfection we really are (v. 19). 
2.) To tutor us into a relationship with Jesus (v. 24). 

 
 

JUNE 17 
 
Ps.  38 David had to be at one of the lowest points in his life when he wrote this psalm (possibly 

2 Sam. 12:13). Whatever was happening, David was not just depressed. It sounds as if he 
really saw sin from God's perspective - in all of its shameful ugliness, and it drained his 
pride. 

 
Ps.  39 The Bible often speaks of the brevity of life on this planet. It is a necessary balance to our 

feelings of immortality and our unbalanced view of the importance of this life (v. 1-11). 
Verses 12 & 13 sound like David's admission to the shortness of man's life (in relation to 
God's eternal existence) caused him to fear death, instead of putting life in perspective. 
Wrong response. For the right response, see 2 Cor. 5:6-8, Phil. 1:21-26 and 3:7-11. 

 
Ps. 40 In this psalm, David boasts of the sustaining power of God. How do you balance the 

mortality of man with the promise of deliverance?  Try this. I know that unless Jesus 
comes back in the next sixty years, my body will eventually fail me. I must always be 
prepared for death, but I will not expect it. I have the right, as a child of God, to believe 
that God will deliver me from all sickness, disease, and accidents; and it is to my 
advantage to call upon Him for it. If I truly am following Him, I will not be surprised by 
death, afraid of death, or unprepared for it (Ps. 91:16). Others may mourn for their 
temporal loneliness, but I will be joyful beyond comparison. 

 
Gal. 4 "Abba" (v. 6) is the Aramaic equivalent to the word "Daddy" as spoken by a small child.  

Some have inferred that Paul's bodily illness (v. 13) was a horrid eye disease. That may 
make a good sermon, but is only fanciful conjecture. 
(1) It was not Paul's thorn mentioned in 2 Cor. 12:7, for Paul never implies that it was a 

bodily illness. 



(2) "To pluck out your eyes for me" (v. 15) was merely an expression that parallels "I'd 
give my right arm for you." 

(3) There is no record in the book of Acts of any long-term illness in Paul's life.  
(4) The bodily condition (v. 14) could well have been the result of being stoned in Lystra 

- a city in Galatia (Acts 14:19,20). 
 
 

JUNE 18 
 
Ps. 41 Reading a psalm like this one should pull anyone out of a pity-party.  David was sick and 

while his body was fighting the sickness, his emotions were fighting with those who 
wanted to see him dead and his mind fought the thoughts that come from being betrayed 
by a supposed friend (v. 9). But righteousness will be vindicated (v. 10-13).  Notice, God 
doesn't promise to vindicate someone just because they are in covenant with Him. He 
cannot vindicate a guilty person. 

 
Ps. 53 The most reasonable definition I have found for "Mahalath" - several were offered - is "a 

specific stringed instrument", possibly like a guitar. David expounds on the folly and 
wickedness of men who don't know God. 

 
Ps.  55 David again writes a song about the unrighteous men who are coming against him. How 

does the Apostle Paul in the New Testament deal with those who want to take his life?  
Why such a stark difference between two very godly men? 

 
Gal. 5 Christianity is not a religion. A religion is man trying to earn God's favor.  Christianity is 

God reaching down to man who could never be good enough to merit God's approval. 
Unfortunately, most people find a false comfort in religion, religious traditions and 
religious thinking. Jesus pulled no punches with religious people (cp. Mt. 23:13-15). 
Religion is bondage. Christianity is freedom (v. 1-4).  Compare the deeds of the flesh (v. 
19-21) to the fruit of the Spirit (v. 22,23) and you will understand what freedom in Jesus 
Christ is all about. 

 
 

JUNE 19 
 
Ps. 58 For "Al-tashheth" and "Mikhtam" - see Ps. 59, on May 2. David's prayer for vengeance on 

the wicked will not be fully answered until Rev. 20:11-15. 
 
Ps. 61 I enjoy this kind of psalm immensely. David rejoices over God's protection and love. 
 
Ps.  62 Jeduthun was a Levite of the family of Merari. He probably he went by the name Ethan (1 

Chron.15:17, 19 cp. 16:41,42 & 25:1,3,6). His name at the beginning of the psalm (as well 
as Psalm 39 & 77) probably indicates that his choir sang them. This psalm declares that 
when all is said and done, God is our only hope for safety. 

 



Ps. 64 We cannot know what plans or slanders are set against us, but God knows. Therefore, we 
must trust in Him always to protect us (v. 7-10). 

 
Gal. 6 Principles for restoration (v. 1-5, cp. Mt. 18:15-17) have been all but ignored in times 

past. Christians are not to deal with one another in the same manner people in the world 
do.  Restoration - if possible - has more eternal value than revenge or censorship. Paul 
lists a summary of Scriptural truths (v. 6-10). Paul emphasized his passion concerning the 
subjects in this letter by taking up the pen (Paul usually dictated his letters) and 
WRITING IN LARGE LETTERS.  We also do it today for emphasis. 

 
 

JUNE 20 
 
Ps. 65 What we have perceived as natural (rain, plant growth, high and low tide, majestic 

mountains, etc.) is natural only because God gave it to the earth. All of nature and the 
bounty of the earth are no accident. 

 
Ps. 66 A psalm of praise. We would benefit if we were humble enough to praise God more. 

David makes it clear that there is so much to praise Him for. But we would run out of 
things in less than two minutes. Praise is developed. 

 
Ps. 67 The day is coming when all the nations and all the people will praise Him. 
 
Rom. 1 Written while Paul was in Corinth (Acts 20:2,3) for three months completing the 

collection for the saints in Jerusalem  (cp. 15:25,26).  Paul had not yet been to Rome (v. 
13). Verses 18-32 answer the "smoke screen" question of "What about all the people who 
never had a chance to hear about Jesus?" (note especially verse 20).  God will get the 
message of salvation to anyone who has a heart for Him. There are many historic 
examples of this. 

 
 

JUNE 21 
 
Ps. 68 As you read this psalm which prays for protection, deliverance, God's mighty power 

working in his behalf, and praises and thanks God, find two statements that apply to you 
to encourage you today. 

 
Ps. 69 Though the Psalms are songs and written in verse, do not fall into the deception that they 

are "primitive exaggerations" about how wonderful your God is. Shoshannim is 
mentioned in Psalm 45 & 80 also. It means "lilies" and appears to be the name of the 
melody to which the song was to be sung. In Acts 1:20, Peter applies Ps. 69:25 to Judas 
Iscariot.  Jesus quoted verse 9 during his ministry. 

 
Rom. 2 Whereas Chapter 1 deals with the guilt of the Gentiles, Chapter 2 addresses the guilt of 

the Jews. They are guilty of doing things that they know are wrong (for they judge others 
to be guilty for doing it - v. 1-5). Their works will be judged (v. 6-10 - the Bible makes it 



clear that no one has good enough works to substitute for the need of a Savior). They will 
be judged impartially (v. 11-16). The very Law that the Jews boast in condemns them (v. 
17-29). 

 
 

JUNE 22 
 
Ps. 70 Another cry for God's help against his enemies and for blessing to all who seek after God. 
 
Ps. 71 The author of Psalm 71 is not known, but is presumed to be David. The writer was getting 

on in years (v. 5,6,9,17,18) and prays for God's protection and deliverance now and in the 
future, as he has received it in the past. 

 
Ps. 86 Remember, the Psalms are musical writings (songs) to be sung with instrumental 

accompaniment - as contrasted with hymns, which by original definition, are songs sung 
without instruments  (Eph. 5:19, Col 3:16, Mt. 26: 30 & Acts 16:25). This psalm prays for 
God's deliverance and protection, and is full of statements of faith and trust in Him. 

 
Rom. 3 Being a Jew did give them an advantage because God gave them the oracles of the Law 

(v. 2). But it only showed the Jew his inability to gain righteousness by righteous deeds 
alone. Paul has said all this (1:1 - 3:23) to prove that there is NO exception to the 
universal need for a Savior. 

 
 

JUNE 23 
 
 
Ps. 91 This is one of the best psalms. It is worth memorizing. There have been many songs taken 

from this psalm, Jesus quoted verses 11 & 12 when tempted by Satan in the wilderness, 
and many have successfully stood on the promises of protection (v. 1,3,5-7,11,12), health 
(v. 10,16) and deliverance (v. 14,15). 

 
Ps. 92 This is a psalm to be sung on the Lord's Day. It will build your faith in God's goodness 

and faithfulness.  "Horn" (v. 10) symbolizes strength. 
 
Ps. 93 Short and sweet. The Lord is God - worthy of glory, honor, and praise. 
 
Rom. 4 Now that the universality of sin has been established, Paul uses Abraham - the father of 

the Jewish race - to prove his faith/righteousness principle. Even circumcision - the sign 
of the covenant - could not be the basis of salvation, for Abraham was "reckoned as 
righteous" while uncircumcised (v. 9-12). Abraham was not righteous because of the Law 
(of Moses: Exodus through Deuteronomy), for the Law was not given until 400 years 
later. Abraham's faith is illustrated (v. 16-22). 

 
 



JUNE 24 
 
Ps.  94 Psalms 91 through 100 (and then several after) do not give credit to any author. This 

psalm calls upon God to avenge His people. God has promised that vengeance is His, and 
He will repay; but in His time, not ours. 

 
Ps. 95 A heart that loves, will praise - God, spouse, children, friends, etc. Not to trust God and 

His word is a terrible thing in His sight (v. 8-11). 
 
Ps.  96 This is another psalm of worship. Psalms of worship are not only for us to study, they also 

teach us how to worship.  Look, read, study, and practice. 
 
Rom. 5 The law of representation was used against the human race in Adam (v. 12 - whereas one 

man, the father of the human race made a decision that affected us all). That same Law 
was used also to free all who - by faith - accept the Lordship of Jesus Christ. If Adam 
didn't really exist, Paul's whole argument would have no basis.  We are born "in Adam" 
by our natural birth. By faith we can be born-again in the last Adam (1 Cor. 15:45). Adam 
was a created being. Jesus Christ is God. The body given to Him by-passed the inborn sin 
nature because he was born of a virgin. The sin nature is passed through the human race 
by blood. The male determines the blood of a child. Sin is manifest in two ways: 
(1) The universal, inborn rebellion of man toward God, and  
(2) The actual acts of sin that arise out of the sin nature. That's why sin brought death 

even before the Law was given (v. 13,14).  The Law came to show us how much we 
needed a Savior. To show us how far off we were from "being good enough" (v. 
20,21). 

 
 

JUNE 25 
 
Ps.  97 This psalm magnifies God's power and ability as the only true God - the Creator of the 

earth and Master over everything in the earth. 
 
Ps. 98 This psalm has the spirit of freshness in it. I can imagine this being sung out of pure joy at 

the start of a beautiful, sunny day. 
 
Ps. 99 This psalm brings in a little history to substantiate how faithful God has been to Israel. If 

this is true, and God never changes, then He will be faithful to you also. 
 
Rom. 6 There is always more grace available from God than there is sin in man - but woe to those 

who make assumptions on God's grace (v. 1-3). The flesh is the seat of the universal 
rebellion against God. We don't get rid of that at salvation, but we are given power to 
dethrone it in our lives.  The foundation of that truth is based on being identified with the 
death of Jesus Christ - symbolized through baptism (v. 4) and trusting Him to live through 
us (cp.  Gal. 2:20).  The choice is ours (v. 12,13).  Before being born-again we had no 
choice.  We had to sin because that was our nature. That is why we were called "sinners." 
Teachers teach. Farmers farm. Sinners sin. After salvation, we are never again called 



sinners, but saints  (Rom. 1:7, 1 Cor. 1:1, Eph. 1:1, Phil. 1:1, Col. 1:2).  So Paul basically 
says, "You are no longer a sinner, so quit acting like one. You are a saint. Start acting like 
one" (v. 17-22).  The wages of sin (v. 23) have never changed. Don't ever think you can 
get away with sinning (cp. 1 Tim. 5:24). 

 
 

JUNE 26 
 
Ps. 100 The recurring theme of praise in the Psalms should adequately rebut the excuse of "I am 

just not a praiser. I express my love and gratitude silently." True praise, gratitude, and 
love cannot be kept silent. Granted, some people who like to sing and verbally express 
themselves do praise more (praise doesn't have to be sung, but it must be verbalized), yet 
no one is excluded in Heaven.  Why exclude yourself here on earth, except because of 
pride or self-worship? 

 
Ps. 101 This is a psalm of dedication and commitment to right behavior. Especially note verse 3.  

Can you make the same commitment to God? 
 
Ps. 102 The writer of this psalm is in great distress. God rarely intervenes until we ask. So many 

Christians sit and wait for God deliver, heal, prosper, etc. without even asking Him (see 
Matt. 7:7). 

 
Rom.  7 Paul has quite effectively dealt with the common lie of "I can work my way to Heaven."  

To do so, he has said some very hard things about the Law.  Now he balances it, lest 
anyone should get the idea that the Law is evil. The Law is good, but because of man's 
inability to keep it (in word and motive) it loomed as a tyrant.  The struggle Paul 
experienced (v. 15-24) is not uncommon in Christians, but these verses are incomplete 
without the answer to verse 24... "Who will set me free?"  God will, through Jesus Christ 
(v. 25).  The sooner we learn that we can't do it ourselves, the better. 

 
 

JUNE 27 
 
Ps. 103 What are the six "benefits" that David recalls to cause him to bless God (v. 1-5)?  

Meditate on how wonderful God is (v. 6-14). Think about how helpless man is in 
comparison (v. 15-18). Who or what are the other three groups called upon to bless the 
Lord (v. 19-22)? 

 
Ps. 104 This psalm, like the previous one, continues to give us reason to stand in awe of God's 

power and wisdom. Leviathan (v. 26) is another one of those words unable to be 
translated. It is some sort of "sea monster." It could be a whale, an aquatic dinosaur, or 
other large fish. It is not a crocodile or a hippopotamus as some footnotes try to make it. 

 
Rom. 8:1-18 Paul now reveals the Holy Spirit as the One who brings the power of God into our 

lives (v. 5-11). The Holy Spirit is the deposit God puts in each born-again Christian (v. 9). 
By Roman law, an adopted child could NEVER be disowned and excluded from the estate 



of his new father (v. 15-17). "Abba" (v. 15) is Aramaic for "Daddy." It is comparable to a 
baby reaching to his father and saying "Da-Da." The sufferings (v. 18) in Scripture rarely 
refer to physical sick-ness.  They are rejection or misunderstanding by others (including 
family and friends) or hardships and physical persecution arising out of service to the 
Lord. 

 
 

JUNE 28 
 
Ps. 105 This psalm is historical, recounting God's dealings with the nation of Israel (v. 8-15), in 

Egypt (v. 16-24), the ten plagues (v. 25-36) and the wilderness wanderings (v. 37-45). 
 
Ps. 106 This writer also looks at history - the rebellion of Israel in the wilderness  (v. 7-33) and in 

the Promised Land (v. 34-46) - and declares that we are equally rebellious (v. 4,5) and 
need God's mercy (v. 47,48). 

 
Rom. 8:19-39 Not only man, but nature also was affected by Adam's fall (v. 19-23). In both the 

Greek and Roman culture, there was a two-part adoption process. First was the private 
arrangement between the parties (v. 15), then the formal public declaration (v. 23). 
"Predestined" (v. 29) by itself leads to a wrong understanding of God's plan. God 
KNOWS everything past, present and future. He doesn't predestine who gets saved and 
who enters everlasting damnation, but He does know who will choose Jesus and who will 
not.  Those who He knows will be born-again He has predestined to become conformed to 
the image of Jesus (v. 29,30). 

 
 

JUNE 29 
 
Ps. 107 Notice "Book 5."  The Psalms are divided into five books: 

Book 1 = Ps. 1-41; 
Book 2 = Ps. 42-72  (note 72:20); 
Book 3 = Ps. 73-89; 
Book 4 = Ps. 90-106; 
Book 5 = Ps. 107-150. 

The separate books represent psalms that were collected and compiled at different 
times in Israel's history. Book 5, then, is the latest. This psalm emphasizes that the trouble 
we get ourselves into is sometimes our own fault  (v. 10 & 11, 17 & 18) and sometimes 
not (v. 4 & 5, 23-27) but God, if we humbly ask Him, will ALWAYS help us. 

 
Ps. 108 David sings of his unyielding devotion to God, the things of God, and of his prayer for 

victory and confidence in God's deliverance. 
 
Rom. 9 Paul now turns his discussion to questions about the Jewish people, the chosen people.  

Paul would trade his own salvation for the salvation of the Israelites, but he knows he 
cannot (v. 3).  The Israelites were privileged with:  
1.) Adoption as a nation (Ex. 4:22),  



2.) Glory (Ex. 16:10),  
3.) Covenants (Eph. 2:12),  
4.) The Law,  
5.) Ministering in the temple,  
6.) Promises,  
7.) The patriarchs and  
8.) Jesus Christ (v. 4,5).   

In the physical, many people who descended from Abraham were not Israelites 
(Gen. 16:16, 25:1-4). Spiritually, God does not recognize ancestral lineage as we do (v. 
8). Those who trust in Jesus are the true Israelites (cp. Gal. 3:29). 

 
 

JUNE 30 
 
Ps. 109 David always trusted in God to deliver him. We usually try to deliver ourselves first. 

Then, if that fails, we go to God. Do you see the pride in our way? After reading David's 
cursings on his adversaries, I wouldn't want to oppose God's anointed - the Body of Christ 
is God's anointed  (1 John 2:20,27). 

 
Ps. 110 This is a prophetic psalm. Pick out the things said that find their fullest meaning in Jesus 

Christ. Remember, even in a prophetic psalm the writer flows in and out of the prophecy, 
sometimes in the same verse. What is and is not prophetic cannot be decided by the 
discretion of the reader or interpreter, but only by its fulfillment in history. 

 
Ps. 111 The Lord is good. If we would just get that into our hearts, many, if not most, of our 

problems would be solved, faith would come easier, and we would be bolder. Why is 
verse 10 important to you? 

 
Rom. 10 Paul deeply desires the salvation of the physical Israelites. He then explains why they and 

many people today miss God (v. 3). Verses 9 & 10 are the great salvation Scriptures of the 
New Covenant. Man and religion have tried to go back under the Law or human works. 
They will never bring righteousness.   Verses 13-15 explain very simply the need for 
churches and missionaries. Some will reject the Good News (v. 16), but others will 
receive it. The Jews will NOT (as some have suggested) be moved to jealousy by any 
financial prowess of the Body of Christ. It is the Christian's relationship and fellowship 
with God that will move them to jealousy (v. 19) and will eventually cause them to return 
to God. 

 
 



JULY 1 
 
Ps. 112 Prosperity is not a bad word in God's vocabulary. The Bible is full of teachings on how to 

prosper (e.g. Prov. 14:4, Luke 6:38, 1 Tim. 6:6-8). But when we let it bring in greed, 
covetousness, and idolatry the blessing becomes the curse. If God didn't want His people 
to prosper, why would He tell us how to do it (v. 1-9)? 

 
Ps. 113 - 118: are called the Hallel (praise) psalms. They were sung on the night of Passover. 

Psalm 113 & 114 were sung at the beginning of the meal, and psalms 115 - 118 at the end 
of the meal. Jesus and His disciples sang them at the Last Supper (Matt. 26:30). 

 
Ps.  113 This is a psalm of praise to the only God worthy of praise and honor. Reread the promises 

in verses 7 - 9. 
 
Ps. 114 Another song memorializing Israel's deliverance from Egypt. 
 
Ps. 115 It is beyond reason how anyone could worship wood, stone, or metal idols. Worshipping 

houses, cars, money, and power - we understand.  Worship means to regard with 
extravagant respect, honor, or devotion.  Humans are only capable of giving that kind of 
allegiance to one thing or person at a time. We can give lesser amounts to other objects, 
but we will worship something or someone (even self). The psalmist calls on the listeners 
to direct their worship to the Lord. 

 
Rom. 11:1-21 Paul makes is clear that God has not forgotten or rejected the nation of Israel. There 

have always been some Jewish worshipers who were loyal to God (v.  3-5). When Israel 
rejected Jesus Christ, God turned to the "despised" Gentiles (v. 11).  Gentiles are the  
"wild olive" (v. 17).  The partial rejection of Israel is only temporary. Gentiles are warned 
not to get puffed up over God's blessings, thereby meeting the same fate (v. 21). 

 
 

JULY 2 
 
Ps. 116 Each of us, sometime in this life, will face great physical danger - sickness or disease 

symptoms, accidents, etc.  This psalm (song) is to remind us that God  is not just the God 
of the hereafter, but He is to be called upon and trusted during our daily experience. When 
God does deliver, we should publicly acknowledge it  (v. 16-19). 

 
Ps. 117 This is the shortest chapter in the Bible. It is also the middle chapter of the Bible. If you 

can memorize it, you can tell people that you have memorized an entire chapter of the 
Bible!  It is a psalm of praise. 

 
Ps. 118 As the last psalm of the Passover songs, it was sung by Jesus and the disciples (Matt. 

26:30). It prophetically tells of Jesus' love for the Father (v. 1-4), His trust in the Father (v. 
5-21), His rejection by men (v. 22), and His resurrection (v. 23-29). 

 



Rom. 11:22-36  God intends to fully restore Israel before this is all over (v. 23, 26). The mystery 
(v. 25 - a purpose or plan of God that is unfathomable unless revealed) is that when all the 
Gentiles who will be saved are saved, God will once again concentrate on Israel (only for 
a short time, then Jesus returns). 

 
 

JULY 3 
 
Ps. 119: 1-48 This is the longest chapter in the Bible. In this psalm, more than any other psalm, 

much beauty is lost in translating it to another language. In the original Hebrew, it is an 
"Alphabetic Psalm." There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet. The first eight verses all 
start with the letter "Aleph" (A) in Hebrew, the next eight all start with the letter "Beth" 
(B) and so on through the Hebrew alphabet. This is not only creative and beautiful it also 
would help in memorization of the words. Other Alphabetic Psalms are: Ps. 9 & 10  
(together), Ps. 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, 145. 

Each eight verses deal with a different topic. Obedience to God (v. 1-8), God's Word 
(v. 9-16), God's mercy  (v. 17-24), God's love (v. 25-32), a righteous man's response (v. 
33-40) and God's kindness (v. 41-48). 

 
Rom. 12 Each one of us will stand or fall on our own  (v. 1). God doesn't have three wills (v. 2). 

"Good," "acceptable," and "perfect" all describe His one will. We can readily see that 
God's will doesn't always just happen. We are responsible for bringing God's will into our 
lives (e.g. the prayer of Matt. 7:9,10). These verses (v. 6-8) describe "motivational gifts" 
(cp. 1 Cor. 12:6). By understanding what each one is, we can understand what motivates 
Christians to do some of the things that they do. Read verses 9-18 slowly and use it as a 
self-evaluation checklist. 

 
 

JULY 4 
 
Ps.  119:49-104 Continuing on in the Hebrew alphabet, the psalmist prays (v. 49-56), with every 

sentence starting with the letter  "Zayin" (Z).  Can you do that in English? Then (v. 57-64) 
he encourages himself through remembering God's faithful actions in the past, and God's 
steadfastness.  The importance of knowing God's word (v.  65-72). Prayer for 
understanding and compassion (v. 73-80).  Prayer for deliverance (v. 81-88). The 
perfection of God's Word (v. 89-104 - two stanzas in the song). 

 
Rom. 13 As you celebrate Independence Day, thank God for your government. Government is 

really a vehicle for God to delegate His power to benefit a fallen race  (1 Tim. 1:9,10). 
Many governments do not fulfill their purpose, but we are still obligated to respect and 
obey them unless, or until, they conflict with God's will (1 Pet. 2:13-17). Remember, Paul 
was living under one of the most repressive and anti-Christian governments in history 
when he wrote this. Essentially, the law told us how a man walking in love would act - but 
they couldn't fulfill the Law of Moses, or walk in love. Now, with the Holy Spirit, we are 
to walk in love (v. 8-14) and we will automatically fulfill the Law. 

 



JULY 5 
 
Ps. 119:105-176  God's word  (v. 105-120) is the most important thing He has given us (other than 

our salvation). God exalts His word above His own Name (Ps.  138:2), which is Faithful  
(Rev. 19:11).  A stanza calling on God's deliverance (v. 121-128).  A prayer for God's 
grace (v. 129-136).  A confession of dedication to the Lord  (v. 137-144).  A longing for 
the manifest presence of the Lord  (v. 145-152). The unchanging truths in God's word  (v.  
153-160). Calling for God's protection  (v. 161-168). A cry to enjoy all that God's 
salvation offers (v. 169-176). 

Now that you have read the longest, most unique chapter of the Bible, did you notice 
how often these words occurred: law, testimony, ways, precepts, statutes, commandments, 
judgments, word and ordinances?  One of those words was in every verse, except verses 
90, 121, 122, 132. God's word is important to you. 

 
Rom. 14 Paul now uses food to illustrate:  

(1.) Not forcing peripheral beliefs on each other (v. 1-12),   
(2.) Not doing something that will needlessly hurt another Christian's conscience (v. 13-

18), and  
(3.) That if your heart convicts you to do, or refrain from doing, a certain thing, you 

should act on that conviction (v. 22,23), no matter what other people may think. 
 
 

JULY 6 
 
Psalms 120-134 are all sub-titled "A Song of Ascents." There are two possibilities to the meaning 

of this phrase -  (1.) To be sung by the people as they went up to the Feasts at Jerusalem, 
or (2.) to be sung as the men went up the fifteen steps to the Men's Court.  Possibly both 
are true. 

 
Ps. 120 A request for protection is prayed by a person not living in Israel. Meshech (v. 5) is a city 

north of Israel (actually in Armenia) that was noted for being one of the most remote and 
rudest nations of the world. 

 
Ps. 121 The Lord keeps and protects His own, if His own will trust in Him. 
 
Ps. 122 You can readily see how appropriate these psalms would be on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 
 
Ps. 123 A prayer for God's grace and declaration of steadfastness in prayer. 
 
Rom. 15:1-20 The Christian foundation of helping or caring for others - even to our own detriment  

(v. 1-3) - is often as foreign to the Christian as it is to the world. In balance, though, we 
are not to be men-pleasers. That is, neglecting the direction of the Holy Spirit and the 
Word of God to get others' approval.  Paul desires the cultivation of unity (v. 5-7), 
explains the ministry of Christ Jesus to the Jew (v. 8) and the Gentile (v. 9-12), and shares 
his ministry. 

 



JULY 7 
 
Ps. 124 Praise to God for delivering the nation of Israel from her enemies whom she has fought 

throughout her history. 
 
Ps. 125 The necessity and benefits of trusting God. 
 
Ps. 126 Recounting the joy of being set free from captivity. Captivity has many expressions - 

prison, slavery, habits, addictions, memories, etc. 
 
Ps. 128 A psalm which magnifies the institution of marriage and family. It has also been thought 

to be a wedding song. 
 
Rom. 15:21-33 Paul planned to go to Rome after "serving the saints" (v. 25) in Jerusalem (i.e. 

taking them the money collected in Macedonia and Achaia - cp. 2 Cor. 8:4). Paul arrived 
in Rome a few years later as a prisoner, but we will cover that later in the Book of Acts. 

 
 

JULY 8 
 
Ps. 129 A prayer for deliverance from all the enemies that have fought against Israel for many 

years. 
 
Ps. 130 Even when Israel sinned (v. 8), they could repent and trust in God's forgiveness and 

deliverance.  So can you. 
 
Ps. 131 Humble, child-like faith goes a long way with God's father-heart, cp. Mt. 18:3,4. 
 
Ps. 132 God promised David that one of his descendants would reign on the throne forever. This 

psalm is a reminder of that promise.  We need to remind ourselves of God's promises to 
us, lest we forget them and have no hope. 

 
Rom. 16 Phoebe (v. 1) is thought to have carried this letter to Rome. Since Paul had never been to 

Rome, in order to establish his credibility with those who didn't know him, he had a long 
list of good-byes for those he knew. Priscilla and Aquila (v. 3 cp. Acts 18:1,2) met Paul in 
Corinth several years prior to this.  How they risked their lives for Paul (v. 4) we do not 
know.  In that culture, the more prominent person (or the eldest, when listing siblings) 
was always named first.  Notice that Priscilla (the wife) was listed first. That indicates that 
she was more involved in the work of the ministry - probably supported by her husband's 
work. Apostles were not limited to just the twelve and Paul. Many other apostles are 
mentioned in the New Testament (v. 7) and the office of apostle must exist today (Eph. 
4:11).  Read verses 17-19 very carefully.  Paul dictated his letters (v. 22). Gaius (v. 23) is 
probably the Gaius mentioned in 1 Corinthians 1:14. Erastus' name has been found on 
some pavement that he donated to the city of Corinth. 

 
 



JULY 9 
 
Ps. 133 A tribute to the wonderful atmosphere which prevails when God's people are united in 

Him (cp. 1 Cor. 1:10). 
 
Ps. 134 The last of the "Songs of Ascents." It tells of the response of the night-praisers when the 

pilgrims arrive in Jerusalem. 
 
Ps. 135 A psalm of praise, specifically for His marvelous works (v. 7-18). 
 
Ps. 136 By the general tone, it could be an addition to Psalm 135 by the same writer or perhaps a 

different writer, who was inspired by the spirit of praise in Psalm 135. It is another 
"Hallel" (praise) psalm that was sung at the beginning of Passover (cp. 1 Chron. 16:41, 2 
Chron. 7:3, 20:21 & Ezra 3:11). 

 
Acts 20:4-16 Sometime after the writing of the Book of Romans Paul leaves Corinth. The 

pronoun "us" (v. 5) indicates that Luke rejoined Paul at Philippi (v. 6) where he stayed in 
Acts 16. Paul is taking the offering to Jerusalem and wants to be there by Pentecost.  A 
stop at Ephesus (v. 16) would make that impossible. The men in verse 4 are the delegates 
from the Gentile churches (cp. 1 Cor. 16:3,4 and 2 Cor 8:19-21). 

 
JULY 10 

 
Ps. 137 This psalm mourns the remembrance of "home" while in captivity, and the sure vengeance 

on those who oppress God's people. 
 
Ps. 138 When God specifically answers a prayer, I feel very exuberant. It appears that David 

wrote this psalm at a time of high emotion. 
 
Ps. 139 This psalm declares God's omniscience (knowing all v. 1-6), His omnipresence 

(everywhere present v. 7-12), His command of events (v. 13-16), His love (v. 17,18), and 
what our response should be (v. 23,24). 

 
Acts 20:17-38 Rather than go to Ephesus and spend time there, Paul calls the elders of Ephesus to 

him (v. 17). Ephesus was the center of Christian activity in Asia.  Timothy was later set 
over the Ephesian Christians (1 Tim. 1:3). They obviously heeded Paul's instructions (v. 
28-31 cp. Rev. 2:1,2). 

 
 

JULY 11 
 
Ps. 140 Conflict and trials will either draw you to God, or drive you away from Him. The 

deciding factor is not God, nor the trial, but you. They always took David to God. Let his 
experiences teach you. 

 



Ps. 141 This is a prayer like "lead me not into temptation" (v. 3,4). It is David praying that sin 
would find no place in him. 

 
Ps. 143  This psalm was possibly borne out of the time David fled from Absalom (2 Sam. 17,18). 

Do you see that you can talk to God about your emotions, feelings, frustrations, and hurts? 
By doing so you receive comfort, strength direction, and encouragement. 

 
Acts 21:1-14 Christians often mistake God's revealing an event as a warning for them to try to 

prevent it from happening (v. 4,11 cp. Matt. 16:21-23). It was given to Paul to confirm 
what he already knew in his heart (cp. Acts 20:22,23). Philip the Evangelist (v. 8) began 
as Philip the Deacon (6:5) and proved his ministry of evangelism (8:5). Those who 
prophesy (v. 9 - a better translation is "who did prophesy") are not necessarily prophets 
(Eph. 4:11). One who prophesies (1 Cor. 12:10) edifies, exhorts, and consoles (1 Cor. 
14:3).  A prophet often ministers with a word of wisdom and/or a word of knowledge. 
Agabus (v. 10) was a tested prophet (11:28). The Spirit was not saying, "Don't go" - He 
was just informing them what the outcome would be so Paul and other Christians wouldn't 
despair that God's plan had gone awry. What was said was right in line with what Paul 
knew from the beginning (Acts 9:15 cp. 27:24). 

 
 

JULY 12 
 
Ps. 144 This psalm has been thought to be a "battle song." One that could be chanted as the army 

marched to war to encourage, motivate, and build faith in God. 
 
Ps. 145 A song of praise to be sung after a successful battle - giving praise to Whom praise is due. 

Psalms 146-150 are called the "Hallelujah Psalms."  Each one begins and ends with 
"Hallelujah" (Praise the Lord). 

 
Ps. 146 Hallelujah, God is to us whatever we need: judge, provider, liberator, healer, protector, 

etc.  What do you need God to be to you today?  Ask Him. 
 
Acts 21:15-40 Paul arrived in Jerusalem around June, AD 58. The relief fund that Paul was 

bringing to Jerusalem (II Cor. 9) was not even mentioned by Luke because of the 
overwhelmingly more important happenings. The (Nazarite) vow (v. 23) was to prove 
Paul's orthodoxy. The Jews saw Paul only as one who preached against the Law of Moses 
(i.e. circumcision - v. 21, allowing Gentiles into the temple - v. 28,29). The stairs (v. 35) 
were the same stairs that Pilate stood on when he condemned Jesus to death 28 years 
earlier. The Egyptian's name (v. 38) was Sicarii. He was a leader of assassins that struck 
Romans and pro-Roman Jews. In AD 66, his band murdered Ananias, the high priest (cp. 
Acts 23:2-5, 24:1). 

 
 

JULY 13 
 

The rest of the "Praise the Lord" psalms. 



 
Ps. 147 Is there anyone who doesn't have reason to praise God? Does anyone have an excuse to be 

exempt? Read verses 12-20 with an attitude of "Selah." For the meaning of "Selah," turn 
back to Psalm 3, May 14. 

 
Ps. 148 Is praising God a suggestion, an option, or a command (v. 1-4, 7-12)? What do you do 

with a Bible command? 
 
Ps. 149 Could you possibly be an exception? Are you the one whom God does not expect, or 

desire, praise from? If it doesn't flow out of you easily, does that excuse you from it? Talk 
to God about it. 

 
Ps. 150 Praise is not only expressed with words or singing - true praise is expressed in whatever 

you are doing  (v. 3-5). 
 
Acts 22 Paul gives his testimony (cp. 9:1-19) and all the people listen until he uses the word 

"Gentiles" (v. 21). Again the Roman commander is used by God to rescue Paul from 
being lynched (20:31,32). The commander wanted to know why Paul created such fervor 
with the Jews (v. 24). But, although the commander could scourge almost anyone else at 
will, a Roman citizen (v. 25) was to be treated justly (v. 25,29). We don't give up our 
citizenship rights or obligations when we become Christians. The only exception is that 
when we are persecuted for our Christian beliefs, we are not to open our mouth with 
threats, violence or retaliation (Matt. 5:10-12, 38-42). 

 
 

JULY 14 
 
1 Kings 1 This chapter picks up where 2 Samuel leaves off. Adonijah was the fourth born (1 

Chron. 3:1,2) but apparently the oldest living male in David's household (the deaths of 
Amnon - 2 Sam. 13, and Absalom - 2 Sam. 17, were recorded). David's parental discipline 
is recorded as an example NOT to be followed (v. 6).  This is Joab's final undoing (v. 7).  
Adonijah apparently intended to kill the people of verse 10 (cp. v. 12). David wanted 
Solomon on the throne and was unaware of Adonijah's plans. So David held Solomon's 
coronation before he died, in order to ensure the fulfillment of his desire. 

 
1 Kings 2 David's lack of action was not indicative of his feelings toward Joab and Shimei (v. 5-9). 

Adonijah tries to gain a subtle claim to the throne by asking for the virgin who was 
brought to King David in 1:3. Taking hold of the horns of the altar (v. 28) was an action 
signifying that the person demanded protection - but it was not always granted (Ex. 
21:14). Benaiah was Solomon's personal executioner (v. 25, 34, & 46 cp. 2 Sam. 23:20-
23). Shimei was the man who cursed David as he fled from Absalom (2 Sam. 16:5-13). 

 
Acts  23:1-11 Paul's statement (v. 5) was one of sarcasm directed toward the ungodly actions of 

the religious leader. Paul then shifted the questioning away from himself to an unresolved 
(bitter) debate with the Sanhedrin (v. 6-9). The Roman commander rescues Paul for the 



third time (v. 10). Paul now (v. 11) knew for sure that his goal of reaching Rome would be 
realized (cp. Rom 1:13, Acts 19:21). 

 
 

JULY 15 
 
1 Kings 3 Solomon, even though possessing great wisdom did a lot of wrong things. He married 

women who worshiped other gods, he used the pagan "high places" (v. 2,3) and he over-
taxed his people. But, early in his reign, he was blessed like no other man. 

 
1 Kings 4 With Abiathar defrocked (2:26,27), Azariah (v. 2) was the only High Priest. Israel 

experienced its greatest glory under the reigns of David and Solomon; for that short time 
they were a world power. Verses 32 and 33 tell us the value of understanding the world 
around us - that all creation speaks of God and teaches us how to live (Rom. 1:20). 

 
Prov. 1 The book of Proverbs a is collection of some of the 3000 proverbs of Solomon (1 Kings 

4:32). To comment extensively on them would be an insult to the average reader's 
intelligence, so I will only comment on background and customs. 

 
Acts 23:12-35 I wonder whether the men (v12) kept their vows. God not only exposed the ambush 

but also continued to use the Roman commander to guarantee Paul's safety. Notice how 
the letter (v. 26-30) makes the commander out to be very dutiful and without error. The 
detail of conversation (v. 34,35) and facts (v. 32,33) indicates that Luke was 
accompanying Paul. 

 
 

JULY 16 
 
1 Kings 5 More national revenue was needed because of Solomon's power (4:26) and lust for 

building (v. 13-18). He not only built the temple, but always had some other building 
project on the table (6:37-7:2; 9:17-19) including a magnificent aqueduct that still remains 
(in part).  National revenue comes only from taxes or conquering other nations. 

 
Prov. 2 Read it! 
 
Prov. 3 Proverbs is one of the "Wisdom Books." If you learn the principles in it, you will be wiser 

and not even feel like it! 
 
Acts 24 Tertullus does his best to bring Paul back into the Jewish courts, rather than let him under 

Roman jurisdiction (v. 2-6). Paul declares that the Jews have no case against him on these 
grounds: (1.) In the twelve days he was in Jerusalem, there were no mob discussions or 
riots (v.  11,12).  (2.) What he taught and believed was compatible with the law and the 
Prophets (v.  14).  (3.) His reason for even being in Jerusalem was to bring relief money to 
his countrymen (v. 17). Notice what frightened Felix (v. 25)  - righteousness, self-control, 
and the judgment to come. Can you stand confidently before God in those areas? Paul 
spent over two years as a prisoner in Caesarea (v. 27). 



JULY 17 
 
1 Kings 6 This chapter describes the ornate beauty of the temple. It was seven years in the building 

and the intricacies and beauty of it know no equal. 
 
Prov. 4  Still whetting your appetite to want to have wisdom. Those who really want it, get it. 

Those who don't really care or will take it only if it doesn't demand too much from them, 
won't acquire wisdom. 

Acts 25  Paul speaks to Felix's successor, Festus. Paul knew that to go back to Jerusalem meant 
certain death. If he couldn't go to Rome as a free man, he would go as a prisoner (v. 10-
12).  So, the Roman Empire financed Paul's fourth missionary trip. Festus' story makes 
him look good  (v.  13-21). It is a good example of how "truth" can be shaded to achieve a 
preconceived goal. Agrippa  (v. 13) was the son of Herod Agrippa  (12:1), grandson of 
Herod Antipas (Matt. 14:1-12, John 23:7-11) and the great-grandson of Herod the Great 
(Matt. 2:1). He was living incestuously with his sister, Bernice. Paul did not need to 
defend himself before Agrippa since he had appealed to Caesar, but was always anxious 
to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

JULY 18 
 
1 Kings 7 It took seven years to build the temple and thirteen years to build his house. Have we got 

similar wrong priorities? It was about 150 feet by 75 feet and 45 feet high (four stories by 
modern building measurements). That is 11,250 sq. ft. per floor. Then he made a 
colonnade (v. 6) that was 3375 sq. ft., a porch and an entryway. He then decided he 
needed another place to sit all day and be king (v. 7); his wife decided she needed  (v. 8) 
one too. 

 
Prov. 5 A blunt account of adultery (v. 3-14) versus a good marriage (v. 15-20).  It takes two, but 

there is no excuse before God for a bad marriage, nor is there any such thing as "good" 
adultery. Adultery is vile to God - not unforgivable. Nothing can destroy lives, families, 
careers, and spiritual commitments like adultery can. 

 
Acts 26 Paul gives his testimony, but with a little different emphasis for a different listener. Festus 

could not comprehend the resurrection at all (v. 24), being a pagan; but Agrippa had more 
problems arguing with Paul (v. 27-32). 

 
 

JULY 19 
 
1 Kings 8 The ark had been at the Tent of Meeting that David had pitched in Jerusalem specifically 

for it (1 Kings 8:4 cp. 2 Sam. 6:17). Look at the extravagance with which they worshiped 
the Lord (v. 62-64). 

 



Prov. 6 Each chapter of Proverbs deals with several topics. Each gives you a good, rounded 
education, but it is worthless unless you can make them applicable to your life. Don't just 
read them - understand them. 

 
Acts 27:1-25 A centurion (v. 1) was a commander of 100 Roman soldiers.  Luke and Aristarchus 

(v. 2 cp. 19:29) accompanied Paul, even though he was a prisoner (v. 3). Luke gives an 
unusually detailed description of this trip (v. 3-8) and of the eminent shipwreck (v. 14-21). 
Follow this story carefully. Paul and his companions had no basis to believe that they 
would come out of this alive (v. 10 cp. v. 20).  But while everyone else was not eating (v. 
21) for fear of death, Paul was not moved by fear, but continued seeking God. Notice also 
that Paul did not say, "I told you so," until he knew of God's provision for a way out of the 
mess. 

 
 

JULY 20 
 
1 Kings 9 Did all the extravagance (8:62,63) make God mad? Did He say, "You could have used 

that money to feed the poor and starving" (John 12:4-6)? What was God's response? 
Blessing (v. 1-9). Then Solomon builds a navy (v.  26-28). The location of Ophir (v. 28) is 
unknown. It is thought to be either in southern Arabia (now Saudi Arabia) or Africa. 

 
Prov. 7 Nothing destroys spirit, soul and body like the misuse or misunderstanding of intimacy. 

Solomon had much to say about it. He should know something about it, considering he 
had 300 wives and 700 concubines; they didn't make him happy, though. 

 
Acts 27:26-44 The sailors tried to jump ship for their own safety (v. 27-30). Had they left, the 

centurion, his soldiers, and the prisoners would have perished with the ship (v. 31). Notice 
that the centurion was now listening to Paul, the prisoner (v. 31 cp. v. 11). They lightened 
the ship (v. 38) so it would ride higher on the water and would run up farther on a beach. 

 
 

JULY 21 
 
1 Kings 10 Sheba was located where Yemen is today. It was one of the most fertile districts in 

Arabia. Today 666 talents of gold would pay over 38,000 people $20,000 each for a year's 
labor. Solomon was so rich . . . look at verse 27! 

 
Prov. 8 You can never be so wise that you don't need more wisdom. 
 
Acts 28:1-15 Notice that unsaved men make many ignorant decisions and judgments (v. 4,6) 

because they make those decisions and judgments based only on the information their 
physical senses can give them - thus the problem of creation versus evolution (cp. Heb. 
11:3). Paul arrived in Rome (v. 14) and many Christians came to welcome him. 

 
 



JULY 22 
 
Prov. 9 Proverbs is also included in the category of Old Testament books called the "Poetry 

Books." Hebrew poetry relied on what has come to be called "parallelism." Instead of 
relying on rhyme and meter (that would change in every language it was translated in), 
Hebrew poetry flowed with parallel thoughts - sentences that emphasize one another 
through similar (v. 1) or opposite (v. 12) thoughts. 

 
Prov. 10 As you read verse 1, keep in mind Solomon's brothers (Ammon and Absalom - 2 Sam. 13 

& 1 Kings 1). Solomon wrote his proverbs from experience and observation. We are wise 
if we learn from them also. Wisdom will keep you from saying and doing stupid things. 

 
Acts 28:16-31 Paul wanted to be able to talk to the Jewish leaders and present what he was saying 

before distortions of his message influenced them (v. 17-23). During those two years (v. 
30), Paul wrote Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. These four are called 
the "Prison Epistles." After the two years, Paul was released and ministered freely for 
about four more years, after which he was imprisoned and martyred under Nero. 

 
 

JULY 23 
 
Prov. 11 & 12 Make your own notes (in the space below) on what is important to you from your 

reading: 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Eph. 1 Ephesus was the most important city in Asia. It was a city involved in the occult, 

witchcraft, and magic (cp. Acts 19:18-20).  Paul had stayed and taught for three years 
(Acts 20:31). For centuries afterward, Ephesus remained a Christian stronghold in Asia. 
As you read this book, be particularly aware of the phrases "In Christ," "In Him," or "In 
Whom." Paul's prayer (v. 15-23) could effectively be used in your prayer time when 
praying for others or for yourself. 

 
 



JULY 24 
 
Prov. 13 & 14 Every time you read Proverbs, a different verse will have meaning to you because 

you are at a different place in your experience and walk with God. I believe you would be 
better off rereading Proverbs regularly than any other Old Testament book. 

 
Eph. 2 The most popular verses in this chapter are verses 8 and 9. Memorize them. Our ability to 

do anything that will really matter comes from God, or we don't have the ability at all. 
Many dead works (human effort - cp. 1 Cor. 3:11-13) will be revealed at Judgment. The 
dividing wall (v. 14) was the wall that separated the Court of the Gentiles from the Court 
of the Jews in the temple. The Gentiles could not get as close to the Holy Place as the 
Jews could - and a Gentile who crossed the wall would be killed (cp. Acts 21:28,29). 

 
 

JULY 25 
 
Prov. 15 & 16  The book of Proverbs will teach you how to succeed (15:1, 22 & 32; 16:3, 32). 
 
Eph. 3 Paul completes his case for the salvation of the Gentiles (v. 6). He shares his own God-

given commission (v. 7-10). Then, he prays for them again (v. 14-21). This is another 
prayer (cp. 1:15-23) that would be beneficial to pray regularly. 

 
 

JULY 26 
 
Prov. 17 & 18  Write out your favorite verse - it will help you remember it: 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Eph. 4 In chapters 1-3, Paul shares the truths of Christian living. In chapters 4-6, he applies those 

truths to show us how we should live as Christians. A basic truth of Christian living is that 
we are different from the world, and our actions should reflect our beliefs. Being "good" 
doesn't make you a Christian, but being a Christian will make you "good." 

 
  

JULY 27 
 
Prov. 19 & 20  Find three proverbs in these two chapters that describe you - good or bad. Then you 

will know the areas where you need growth. 
 



Eph. 5 When I was in high school, we dedicated an entire Bible Study to verse 4. We all were 
guilty of "silly talk and . . . jesting," thinking it was acceptable - no big deal. During 
discussion, we realized that we could be very hurtful, yet look innocent by ripping each 
other up verbally in a "playful" manner (cp. Prov. 26:18,19). We all repented. 

Verses 21-33: This great passage on marriage sets a foundation of the proper roles of 
husband and wife. These verses cannot be fully understood without: (1.) Verse 21 being 
included (2.) other Scriptures on relationships and marriage being consulted and (3.) and 
the reader's concentrating on how he (or she) can change not how their spouse needs to 
change.  The Christian life (home, work, church, or play) is a life of giving, not being 
served. 

 
 

JULY 28 
 
Prov. 21 & 22  Anytime you disagree with Scripture (21:17? 22:9? 22:15? 22:24? 22:25?) realize 

that someone is wrong  - either you or God, - and God said He "changes not." 
 
Eph. 6 It's only natural that "how to parent" would follow "how to be married." Parents agreeing 

with the Bible and each other in how to raise and train up a child is crucial to the child's 
well being (v. 1-4). 

The institution of slavery was not validated by Paul's mention of it (v. 5-9); slavery 
was a fact of life at the time, and Paul believed it was more important to minister to them 
on how to live in whatever position life dealt them rather than trying to change society. 
This conforms to the way God works - concentrating on changing the inner man first, then 
the outer. Paul used the imagery of a well-equipped Roman soldier (v. 10-20) to 
emphasize the attributes of successful Christian living. List the seven spiritual armaments: 

 
1.)  (v. 14) Truth  (The first one is on me.) 

 
2.)  (v. 14)     3.)  (v. 15) 

 
4.)  (v. 16)     5.)  (v. 17) 

 
6.)  (v. 18)                         7.)  (v. 19) 

 
 

JULY 29 
 
Prov. 23 & 24  Proverbs 24:30-34 is a life principle that people try to beat. That is like trying to 

beat gravity - at best you can overcome it for a short while, but gravity will win. Paul said 
it this way, "If anyone will not work, neither let him eat" (2 Thess. 3:10). 

 
Phil. 1 The church at Philippi was founded by Paul on his second missionary journey (Act 16:11-

40) and visited on his third  (Acts 20:6). This is known as Paul's  "joyful" letter. He uses 
the words "joy" and "rejoice" no less than 15 times in the four chapters. Remember, he 
was in a Roman prison at the time (v. 12-17).  Paul's confidence of the wonderful state 



which awaits Christians after physical death causes him to reflect on whether to give up 
while in prison and put the physical stress behind him, or whether to keep going and 
actively believe God to continue his ministry (v. 21-26). 

 
 

JULY 30 
 

Prov. 25, 26, & 27  Proverbs 26 speaks mainly on strife (v. 17-28) - learn how to stay out of it. 
 
Phil. 2 This chapter contains the clearest explanations of the deity and humanity of Christ (v. 5-

11). Jesus "emptied" Himself  (v. 7) of His divine rights, privileges, and attributes to take 
on flesh. He lived on this earth, not as God, but as a man wholly dependent on God. That 
is how we are to live. Epaphroditus (v. 25) was sick. This raises many questions until you 
read verse 30. He was working himself to death, abusing his body "for the sake of the 
Gospel." The "deficient service" (v. 30) was lack of money. Paul needed money to preach 
the Gospel. Even Jesus did (Luke 8:3). 

 
 

JULY 31 
 
Prov. 28 & 29 Read them and learn! 
 
Phil. 3 As a fallen people, we tend to keep a better memory of  "What I have done for God," 

rather than "What God has done for me." Paul says that if ancestry, accomplishments, or 
spiritual zeal impressed God, Paul had it made (v. 3-6). But, faith in God and the resulting 
obedience to Him is what really matters (v. 7-16). You cannot be double-minded (prideful 
of your accomplishments) while humbly seeking God. 

 
 

AUGUST 1 
 
Prov. 30 Agur (v. 1) was an unknown sage who either spoke or collected the sayings in Proverbs 

30. Ithiel & Ucal were either sons or disciples of Agur. Take special note of verses 5 and 
6. This chapter uses very few of the couplets used in the rest of Proverbs (verse 10 only). 
The rest are three to five verse observations of man's nature and Earth's nature. "Three 
things that . . . four that . . . " is a poetic way of emphasizing a point, or even more, 
emphasizing the final example. 

 
Prov. 31 King Lemuel is said to be Solomon by rabbinical commentators. The first section (v. 2-9) 

is instruction to leaders, whether kings, Christian leaders, or fathers.  The second section 
(v. 10-31) praises the godly woman. 

 
Phil. 4 As Paul concludes this letter, he switches from teaching doctrine to teaching practical 

living guidelines, (v. 6-9). He instructs on proper attitudes toward money (v. 10-13), 
thanks them for their support  (v. 14-18), then blesses them (v. 19, 20) and sends some 
personal messages (v. 21-23). 



AUGUST 2 
 
1 Kin. 11 Solomon broke all three commands God gave to the king of Israel in Deuteronomy 

17:16,17.  What were they? 
 

1. (Excess power) ______________________________________ 
 

2. (Excess pleasures)___________________________________ 
 

3. (Excess riches)______________________________________ 
 

God had appeared to Solomon twice (v. 9), yet Solomon turned to other gods. 
Supernatural manifestations will not make a person follow God. Only a heart of faith and 
a desire for truth will make a person follow God. This chapter sets the stage for the next 
400 years of Jewish history. Pay special attention to Jeroboam (v. 26). 

 
Song of Solomon 1 This book is also called Canticles. It tells of events early in Solomon's life for 

he had only (?) 140 wives and concubines at this time (6:8, cp. 1 Kings 11:3). No matter 
how it is interpreted - whether an allegory of the love between Christ and the Church, or 
literally about the love between Solomon and the Shulammite woman - it is a love story. 
"Kedar" (v. 5) is a tribe of Arabic nomads. The tents were made of black goat hair. She 
evaluates herself this way: She was black (possibly by ancestry, but it seems more likely 
the result of many years of work in the sun - verse 6.  Mid-Easterners are not Caucasian, 
but as beautiful as the curtains of Solomon. 

 
Col. 1 Colossians is the third of Paul's four "prison epistles." You will notice some distinct 

similarities with the Ephesian letter (3:16 cp. Eph. 5:19). This is very understandable. If 
you wrote two letters to two friends in a short period of time, there would be certain 
things on your heart that would show up in both. The main difference between the two is 
that while Ephesians deals with the body of the church (us), Colossians deals with the 
Head of the Church (Jesus). Paul's sufferings (v. 24) are "Christ's afflictions" because of 
Paul's identification with, and service to, Jesus Christ. The same applies to all born-again 
believers suffering because of their faith (cp. Acts 9:4). 

 
 

AUGUST 3 
 
Song of Solomon 2 Solomon wrote 1,005 songs (1 Kings 4:32). This is the only one that was 

preserved for us. It is often difficult to understand who is talking. The characters of this 
song are: Solomon, the Shulammite, and a chorus (of the daughters of Jerusalem). 
Scholarly attempts to identify changes in the speakers are probably evident in your Bible 
by: (1) Footnotes, (2) Extra spaces between verses, or (3) subtitles before each passage. 
Verse 14 is quoted quite often to communicate that it is most often the little things (foxes) 
that destroy relationships, careers, families, etc., not the big things. We tend to think if we 
keep the big things in line, the little ones do not matter.  WRONG! 

 



Song of Solomon 3 The Shulammite woman is unnamed in the text. The two most popular theories 
are:  
1.) She is Abishag the Shulammite  (1 Kings 1:3 - it appears through the writings of 

Eusebius that the cities of Shunem and Shulem were one and the same), or  
2.) She is the daughter of Pharaoh, King of Egypt (1 Kings 3:1).  

In verses 1-4, on the eve of her wedding, the Shulammite woman has a dream that 
Solomon is lost and she finds him. Verses 6-11 tell of the wedding procession. 

 
Col. 2 The problem at Colossia was what is called "syncretism."  That is combining two or more 

different beliefs or practices. In this case, they were mixing Christianity, Jewish Legalism, 
Greek Philosophy and Oriental Mysticism. The result of it was heresy: 
1.) Circumcision as a requirement of salvation (v. 9-11) 
2.) Dietary and Sabbath observances (v. 16,17 and 20-23).  Have you run into that lately? 
3.) Gnosticism (v. 18). Gnosticism puts Christ subordinate to the God-head (the Trinity) 
and undervalues His uniqueness and the completeness of His redemptive work. This 
teaching placed Jesus as just a member of an angelic order (Mormonism) and declared 
that angels were to be worshiped as intermediaries between God and man (cp. Rev 
22:8,9). 

 
 

AUGUST 4 
 
Song of Solomon 4 Look how Solomon (a lover of nature) describes her beauty: 
 

v. 1 - eyes like doves, hair like goats 
v. 2 - teeth like clean sheep 
v. 3 - lips like ________________________ 

temples like ________________________ 
v. 4 - neck like ________________________ 
v. 5 - breasts like _____________________ 

"My sister" (v. 10) is an affectionate term for one's wife. In verses 12-16, Solomon 
uses the imagery of a garden to describe consummating the marriage union. He is invited 
by his bride (v. 16). 

 
Song of Solomon 5 Verse 1 finishes the narration of chapter 4. Verse 2 jumps ahead in time, and 

this time Solomon's advances were refused. She then regretted it, but he had already left 
(v. 5-6). She searches for him and is mistaken as a criminal or possibly mugged by the 
watchmen (v. 7-8). Then she describes Solomon: 

 
v. 11 - head like _______________________ 

- his locks (hair) like _______________ 
v. 12 - eyes like  _______________________ 
v. 13 - cheeks like _____________________ 

- lips like  _______________________ 
v. 14 - hands like ______________________ 

- stomach like ____________________ 



v. 15 - legs like _______________________ 
 

Try describing your spouse in terms of nature. Do it with each other. 
Now it is important to bring out the allegorical meaning of this book. Besides being 

a "Manual for Marriage," it also speaks of Christ and the Church (Eph.  5:25,29,32). 
Remember the joy of being born again? Later we "refused" Jesus, and then we didn't 
enjoy our own ways and "searched" for Him. How our rebellion caused us unnecessary 
pain (5:7)! 

 
Col. 3 Putting on the new self (v. 1-15) takes both you and God (the Holy Spirit). You have to 

want to and He has to give you the power to. Paul is confident in the Holy Spirit's ability, 
he has to motivate the believer's desire for a godly life. The power of man's will has not 
yet begun to be understood. Next Paul speaks of human relationships (v. 18-25). Oh, how 
much stronger today's families would be if they would just do what God said to do instead 
of deciding why it won't work. On the subject of slavery, see the Ephesians 6 commentary 
(July 28). 

 
 

AUGUST 5 
 
Song of Solomon 6  This garden (v. 2) is a real garden. The bride (the church) is secure in their 

relationship (v. 3). Tirzah was noted for its beauty. Its name means "pleasantness."  
Solomon sees her as being as beautiful as she was on their wedding night (v. 4-10). 
Compare this to what you know of the story of the prodigal son and the father's thoughts 
of him upon his return. 

 
Song of Solomon 7 My, how time does change some things! Would you feel complimented if you 

were told that . . .  
. . . “your navel is like a round goblet of wine,” 
. . . “your belly is like a heap of wheat,” 
. . . “your nose is like the tower of Lebanon?” 

Mandrakes (v. 13) are plants that were used as stimulants (to excite the nerves) and, 
if processed differently, was a narcotic (causing sleep). 

 
Song of Solomon 8  Because it was totally unacceptable for a man and wife to show any affection 

in public, she wishes Solomon was her brother so she could show her affection for him 
anywhere. Love cannot be quenched or bought (v. 7). People do not fall in or out of love, 
they decide. Her brother determined to keep her pure (v. 8,9). She was a wall (v. 10), 
resisting temptation on her own, and she reaped the benefits of her choices. Verse 14 - 
even so, come quickly Lord Jesus! 

 
Col.  4  Note the name Onesimus (v. 9). He was a runaway slave owned by Philemon. The church 

at Colossia met in Philemon's house (Philemon 2). Onesimus (with Tychicus - v. 7) was 
returning to his master carrying the Colossian letter and a personal letter from Paul  
(named, appropriately enough, "Philemon").  More about that tomorrow when we study 



the book of Philemon. Paul's reconciliation with Mark (cp. Acts 16:36-40) was already 
complete (v. 10). 

 
 

AUGUST 6 
 
Eccl. 1 This was written later in Solomon's life - after he had fallen into idolatry and human 

wisdom. It is a chronicle of man's attempts at happiness without God. There has never 
been a man more qualified to attempt to find happiness, meaning to life, or otherwise 
experiment with life apart from God. He ran the greatest experiment anyone ever made 
with life because he possessed these qualifications for experimentation: 
1.) If you took all the wealth of the world in his time and the percent that he owned, 

Solomon was the wealthiest man of all time.  
2.) He was king of Israel at the time of Israel's greatest dominance.  
3.) He was the wisest man who ever lived (1 Kings 3:12). 

 
The theme of Ecclesiastes is "vanity" - emptiness, futility, a vacuum, nothingness. His 

first experiment was to find happiness through wisdom (v. 12-18). Knowledge is not bad 
except, or until, it becomes the ultimate quest. Solomon's knowledge was void of God (v. 
18). 

 
Eccl. 2 His second experiment was with pleasure (v. 1-11). He tried being happy all the time (v. 

1,2). First he tried alcohol (v. 3), then he built things (v. 4-6).  Solomon was the first to 
put mining on a national scale (v. 7-10). His conclusion is found in verse 11. 

He then turned to heritage. How important it is to be from the "right" family? How 
satisfying is it to get married at any cost, to produce children and not train them (v. 12-
23)? 

 
Eccl. 3 Do you recognize the words in the first eight verses from a "top-40" song in the mid-

sixties? 
 

Solomon then turns to philosophy to find peace of mind apart from God: 
1.) Evolution (v. 19) says man is only an evolved animal.  
2.) Universalism (v. 20) denies man will face judgment, claiming that we are all 

children of God, holding to the "brotherhood of man."  
3.) Agnosticism (v. 21) says "There may be a God, but I don't know and I am not 

interested enough to find out.  
4.) Humanism (v. 22) says, "There is no higher authority than self or man, thus man 

is in complete control of his destiny" - vanity of vanities.  
All is vanity (empty, worthless and disappointing). 

 
Philemon  This is a personal letter from Paul to Philemon, whose slave (Onesimus) had run away. 

When he was tired of running, he searched out Paul in prison and was born-again (v. 10). 
He knew of Paul because Paul had been to his master's house (v. 19).  When Onesimus 
disappeared, he took something of value from Philemon  (v. 18). 



Onesimus was probably a very talented man. The Roman army, during its 
conquering, often took the brightest and best young men and women to be sold into 
slavery. Onesimus means "profitable, useful, or beneficial" (v. 11). The punishment for a 
runaway was death. Paul appeals to Philemon for clemency. This is a good indication of 
God's rejection of slavery. 

 
 

AUGUST 7 
 
Eccl. 4 Starting in this chapter, Solomon starts inserting his thoughts and observations (almost 

like additional proverbs) to bring out the lessons of his experiments.  Verses 9-12 espouse 
the need for friendship and fellowship in this life. 

 
Eccl. 5 Solomon enjoyed sharing his wisdom through proverbs. Chapters 5-10 are more of them. 

Though what he says is true, it is still coming from a heart that is not "sold out" to God 
and therefore life is not enjoyable (v. 16,17). 

 
Eccl. 6 The narration falls into a depressing look at how men and women without God and 

without hope go through life. 
 
1 Tim. 1 The letters to Timothy and Titus are called "The Pastoral Epistles" because they were 

written to people who were functioning as pastors. In these letters we can see that Paul is 
"passing the baton" on to younger men.  Timothy was converted under Paul's ministry on 
his second missionary journey (Acts 16:1- 3). He traveled with him and was with Paul 
during his imprisonment in Rome (Col. 1:1). After Paul was released from prison (the 
book of Acts ends before that event) they went to Ephesus and Paul left Timothy to 
oversee the churches in that area while he went to Macedonia. Timothy also spent time in 
prison during his lifetime (Heb. 13:23). 

 
 

AUGUST 8 
 
Eccl. 7 Verses 1-14 would be right at home in the Book of Proverbs. He experimented with 

human love - who would be more qualified than a man with 300 wives and 700 
concubines to see if there was a better way than God's plan of one man/one woman?  His 
conclusions are found in verses 26-29 (cp. Prov. 18-22 - many good wives have been 
destroyed by the ungodly actions of husbands.) 

 
Eccl. 8 Solomon speaks of wisdom, authority, obedience to God, fear of God, and the wicked. 

Remember, Solomon wrote this book in a backslidden state. Let every fact be established 
by two or three other Scriptures before you take it as "truth." 

 
Eccl. 9 A backslidden Christian has enough truth in him to either destroy himself totally or to get 

himself back on track with God. The difference is not in the truth known, but in the 
individual's application of what he knows. Solomon is teetering between the two. He will 
come out of it in chapter 12 with flying colors. 



 
1 Tim. 2 At the time Paul says to pray for kings, Nero is ruling Rome and will soon imprison and 

martyr Paul.  Don't limit your prayers to only "good" leaders. God's love desires, but 
man's rebellion hinders (v. 4). Women are encouraged to display moderation in their 
dress, as all Christians are to display moderation in life. Paul appeals to the order of 
creation and the fall to explain, not about men and women, but husbands and wives. The 
Greek word he uses "gune" means woman or wife depending on the context. Notice the 
context (v. 13-15). If he had wanted to use the general Greek word for female, he would 
have used “thelus."  The same is true with the Greek word for husband and man. 

 
 

AUGUST 9 
 
Eccl. 10 There are many things we can learn and benefit from by thoughtful observation (v. 1-3, 

10-17). There are many ironies in life (v. 5-9). There are many hurts we can avoid by 
learning from others (v. 4, 18-20). 

 
Eccl. 11 Have you ever wondered what verse 1 (soggy bread) has to do with giving to God? 

Nothing. Solomon is sharing wisdom with farmers, businessmen and retailers (v. 1-6). 
The unknown factors in this world make diversity wise. The same weather conditions that 
ruin one crop can make another type thrive. A businessman who "puts all his eggs in one 
basket" is not displaying faith in God but an extreme optimism of future circumstances. 
Verses 7-10 start Solomon's conclusion on all things. 

 
Eccl. 12 The best chapter of the whole book. This is a clear call to life on another level. A level 

above that of the meaningless existence, which is evidenced in most people's lives. Often 
an entire life is decided in the critical years of youth. "Remembering the Creator" means 
realizing that we are neither the creator, nor master, of our own life. The acknowledgment 
that life is a precious gift from the Creator makes us responsible for the stewardship of life 
(that is, making it count). If we have received life as a gift from God, together with 
whatever talents and abilities He has given us, then it is clear that any ultimate meaning of 
life MUST involve God's plan for us. 

 
1 Tim. 3 The key verse is 3:15. The apostles (the original 11 plus Paul and others) were highly 

respected among the believers.  As they started to die, there would inevitably be power 
struggles under the guise of "spirituality" that would follow. Too many people want to be 
the "head." God chooses, man pushes. Paul doesn't take away from the fact that 
"someone" must be in charge. But he does qualify the necessary character of the leaders to 
reduce the amount of "flesh" involved. 

 
 

AUGUST 10 
 
1 Kin. 12 Solomon's riches were not without consequence. To pay for his buildings and maintain 

his strong military, the people were over-burdened by taxes. Jeroboam (11:26, 40) 



returned as a spokesman for Israel to Rehoboam (Solomon's son).  God had set this up to 
fulfill His judgment of 11:9-13 (12:15). 

 
The SOUTHERN KINGDOM (JUDAH), ruled by Rehoboam (Solomon's son), consisted 
of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin.  
 
The NORTHERN KINGDOM (ISRAEL), ruled by Jeroboam, consisted of the other ten 
tribes. The tribe of Levi (the priests) was in both countries. That equals thirteen tribes!  
Where did the thirteenth tribe come from (Gen. 48:5)? 

 
The United Kingdom had lasted 120 years. Saul, David, and Solomon had each ruled for 
40 years. Now the Northern Kingdom (Israel) would last just over 200 more years. The 
Southern Kingdom (Judah) lasted almost 350 years. 

 
Worship of the golden calves (cp. Ex. 32:1-4) remained for ISRAEL'S entire 200-year 
history. They produced 19 kings and not one was godly. JUDAH, on the other hand, had 
20 kings and eight of them were good. 

 
1 Kin. 13 The unnamed prophet (v. 2) accurately predicted the name and the actions of King 

Josiah, who would take the throne of Judah some 300 years later. The unnamed prophet 
missed God because he was afraid of missing God  (v. 15-19). Christians need to learn to 
be obedient to the Word of God over obedience to another man who says, "Thus sayeth 
the Lord . . . ". 

 
1 Tim. 4 Paul now instructs the qualified leaders (Chapter 3) to be bold enough to lead.  He gives 

some specific actions to look out for - especially in the last days (v. 1-3). Paul emphasizes 
the Word of God (v. 13), the gifts of God (v. 14) and personal study and growth (v. 16). 

 
 

AUGUST 11 
 
1 Kin. 14 Ahijah, the prophet (v. 2), had foretold Jeroboam's rise to power (11:29-31) and sternly 

warned him not to fall into idolatry (11:38). This advice was not heeded. Ahijah predicts 
the future destruction of Israel and their captivity by Assyria (v. 15) two hundred years in 
the future. The Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel (v. 19) does not exist today. 

 
Meanwhile, in Judah, Rehoboam was also leading the people into idolatry (v. 21-24). 
Shishak is identified as the founder of the 22nd dynasty of Egypt. He left a record of this 
campaign against Judah carved on a temple in Karnak, Egypt. 

 
1 Kin. 15 The order of events are hard to follow. Here is a summary: Rehoboam and Jeroboam 

fight all their lives. Rehoboam dies and his son, Abijam, takes up the throne and continues 
the war with Jeroboam (v. 7). Abijam dies and his son, Asa, inherits the throne and he also 
continues the war with Jeroboam. Jeroboam dies and his son, Nadab, inherits his throne 
and takes up the war with Asa. Two years later, Baash assassinates Nadab and takes his 



throne (Northern Kingdom - Israel). The house of Jeroboam is wiped out, so none of his 
descendants can ever sit on the throne again (14:14). Baasha fights with Asa. 

 
1 Tim. 5 Paul instructs us in how to deal with controversies in the church (v. 1-2, 19-21), on caring 

for widows (v. 3-16), and in honoring Christian leaders (v. 17-19). 
 
 

AUGUST 12 
 
1 Kin. 16 God judged Baasha as He did Jeroboam (v. 1-7). Baasha dies and his son, Elah, reigns 

for only two years before Zimri destroys all the house of Baasha, as Baasha did to 
Jeroboam's family. Zimri, the third family dynasty to sit on the throne of Israel, reigned 
only seven days (v. 15). After his death (v. 18), Omri and Tibni fought for four years 
before Tibni died and Omri became king (cp. v. 15 & 23). 

Omri built the city of Samaria and made it the capital of the Northern Kingdom 
(Israel). Omri dies and his son, Ahab, becomes king of Israel. 

Asa (Solomon's great-grandson) is still reigning in Judah and will continue to rule 
for three years into Ahab's reign in Israel. 

Jezebel, Ahab's wife, (v. 31) brings Baal worship with her into Israel. Baal worship 
was closely identified with licentiousness (Num. 25:1-3) 

Asa dies and his son, Jephoshaphat, rules Judah during the rest of Ahab's reign in 
Israel. 

 
1  Kin. 17 Elijah ranks just under Moses as the most respected prophet of the Old Testament. The 

final six chapters of 1 Kings deals with Elijah and Ahab. Agricultural people will 
naturally worship the god of nature (weather). God sets up a contest that will end 3-1/2 
years later. God takes care of Elijah in Zarephath (north of Israel - v. 9), which belongs to 
Sidon (cp. 16:31 - at the center of Baal worship). Besides mocking Baal, it was a slam to 
the Israelites that while they - God's chosen people - were worshipping Baal and starving, 
a Gentile widow was supernaturally being cared for (she worshiped the true God). It was 
still a tender spot in Jewish history in Jesus' time (Luke 4:25,26,28). 

 
1 Kin. 18 This is an interesting lesson on prayer. God said He was going to send rain (v. 1), but 

Elijah still had to pray when the time came (v. 42-44). Jezebel had tried to destroy all 
worship of God in Israel (v. 4). Here we see the showdown between God and Baal (v. 19).  
Baal worship included infant sacrifices, as must all "religions" that promote licentiousness 
without responsibility. Today it is called "abortion." That gives you an idea why Elijah 
had no qualms about taking whatever measures necessary to stop them from worshipping 
Baal (v. 40). 

 
1 Tim. 6 It was very possible, if not probable, that in church a slave could be an elder and thereby 

"over" his earthly masters (v. 1-2).  Paul believed sound doctrine was important and had 
little tolerance with heresy (v. 3-5). He gives a very good and concise teaching on money  
(v. 6-11,17-19). 

 
 



AUGUST 13 
 
1 Kin. 19 Israel was on the verge of a revival that could encompass the whole Northern Kingdom - 

when Elijah cracked. After all that he had seen God do (17:6,15,22 and 18:38) he became 
afraid of Jezebel and RAN. He ran south, left his servant at the southern tip of Judah (v. 
3), and kept going south. If he really wanted to die, he would have stayed in Jezreel  
(18:49). He ended up on Mt. Horeb (Mt. Sinai), where God gave Moses the Law. 

Elijah is given three instructions: 
1.) v. 15 - Anoint ________________ as ________________ 
2.) v. 16 - Anoint ________________ as ________________ 
3.) v. 16 - Anoint ________________ as ________________ 

Elisha came from a well-to-do family (v. 19). He was the last plower (the overseer) 
of the twelve plows. The plow and oxen must have been his (possibly future inheritance), 
for offering to God that which does not belong to you is no sacrifice (v. 21). 

 
1 Kin. 20 Syria attacked Israel. Israel agreed to give them (in exchange for peace) all their silver 

and gold, their most beautiful wives, and their most promising children (v. 3,4). But then, 
Ben-hadad said he wanted to let his men sack Samaria (v. 5,6). Ahab and his advisors 
said, "No" (v. 7-9). God proves Himself to be greater, not because of Ahab's righteousness 
(he had none), but because God wanted Ahab to kill Ben-hadad. 

 
Titus 1 Titus was also one of Paul's converts (v. 4). He went with Paul and Barnabus to Jerusalem 

to settle the issue of mandatory circumcision being imposed upon the non-Jewish converts 
to Christianity (Gal. 2:1-3). Titus was their example of a Gentile being saved by faith - 
apart from circumcision. Titus was evidently known and respected by the Galatians, and 
therefore stood as proof of Paul's stand against mandatory circumcision. Titus traveled 
with Paul on his third missionary journey and carried the "sorrowful letter" (2 Cor. 7:6-8) 
to Corinth. Titus traveled with Paul between the times of Paul's two imprisonments. Paul 
left Titus on the island of Crete to oversee the churches there (v. 5). Paul lists the 
qualifications for elders (v. 5) or overseers (v. 7) and deals with false teachers. 

 
 

AUGUST 14 
 
1 Kin. 21 Jezreel was Ahab's winter residence. Naboth didn't want to sell because of the Law (Lev. 

25:23-28, Num. 36:7-8). Jezebel, with no respect for the Law, connives to "legally" take 
the vineyard. A "criminal" forfeits his ancestral land rights (v. 13,15).  But, before Ahab 
can swallow the first grape, Elijah shows up. His prophecies are accurate (v. 21-24). God's 
mercy (v. 29) far exceeds our sense of justice. 

 
1 Kin. 22 Read verses 41-44 first, and then go back to verse 1. "Came down" (v. 1) - although 

Jehoshaphat went north, he "came down" from Jerusalem. You will notice people in the 
Bible always "go up" to Jerusalem. This is the first time in over 60 years Judah and Israel 
worked together. Micaiah obviously spoke sarcastically (v. 15,16). Micaiah then said, 
"Ahab will be killed (v. 17). Ahab knew in his heart what was true (v. 30). Jehoshaphat 
was spared by God's mercy, not by his own wisdom. Compare verse 38 to 21:19. 



Ahab died and his son, Ahaziah, reigned in Israel (v. 49). 
Jehoshaphat died about five years after Ahab. His son, Jehoram, reigned in Judah (v. 

50). Jehoram married Athaliah, Ahab's and Jezebel's daughter (2 Kin. 8:16-18) and 
brought Baal worship into Judah. 

 
Titus 2 Although Paul's writings leave no room for doubt that we are NOT saved by good works, 

believers are to display good works and live a life of self-control, pleasing to God. 
 
 

AUGUST 15 
 
2 Chr. 1 We are going to go back in time now to Solomon's reign. 2 Chronicles and 1 Kings are 

two different accounts of much of the same time period (like the Gospels in the New 
Testament). Solomon ascends to the throne (v. 1-2), worships God (v. 3-6), is endowed 
with great wisdom (v. 7-13), and begins to sin (v. 14-17 cp. 1 Kings 2  - August 2). 

 
2 Chr. 2 Solomon contracts for, and makes provision for, the building of the temple. 
 
2 Chr. 3 Construction on "Solomon's temple" begins. It is to be the grandest building in Jewish 

history. 
 
Ps. 72 Only two psalms are attributed to Solomon. This one, and Psalm 127 (Aug. 17). In this 

psalm, Solomon prays for himself and his reign as king. He desires righteousness (v. 1-4), 
God's presence and peace (v. 5-7), extended kingly influence (v.  8-11), compassion (v. 
12-15), riches and blessing (v. 16-17), he then closes with praise (v.  18-19). Verse 20 is a 
concluding note for Book 2 of the Psalms (Ps. 42-72). 

 
Titus 3 As Paul continues to exhort believers in holy living, he doesn't want our focus to move 

away from the work that God did in us and for us (v. 5). We would all do well to 
remember at the proper time the instruction in verses 10 and 11. 

 
 

AUGUST 16 
 
2 Chr. 4 The "cast metal sea" (v. 2) was a gigantic laver or basin for the washing of the priests. A 

bath (v. 5) is about 5.8 gallons. The temple had ten lampstands (v. 7) and ten tables for the 
showbread (v. 8), whereas the wilderness tabernacle had only one of each. This 
description just starts to inform us of how big, ornate, and expensive the temple was. 

 
2 Chr. 5 Hebrews 9:4 tells us that three items were in the ark: The two stone tablets (Deut. 10:2-5), 

Aaron's rod that budded (Num 17:10) and a jar of manna (Ex. 16:32). By this time, only 
the tablets were in it  (v. 10). The Levitical singers (v. 12) were commissioned by 
Solomon's father (King David). The temple is dedicated  (v. 11-14). 

 



2 Chr. 6 Solomon gives a dedicatory speech (v. 1-11), he then prays to God (v. 12-42) for the 
future of Israel, God's continued blessing and forgiveness, and His continuing presence 
with them. 

 
2 Tim. 1 The book of 2 Timothy changes in tone as Paul is obviously in prison again; this time 

because of Roman persecution of Christians under Nero, rather than religious persecution 
of the Jews. Paul may have thought his world was crumbling - the Christians in Asia had 
rejected him (v. 15). Rejection by Phygelus and Hermogenes was especially painful to 
Paul. He wants to charge Timothy to boldly go on. 

 
 

AUGUST 17 
 
2 Chr. 7 God's acceptance of and approval of (1) the temple; (2) the praise (5:12-14); (3) and 

Solomon's prayer was tremendous (v. 1-3). The feast (v. 8) was the Feast of Tabernacles, 
or of Ingathering (Ex. 23:16). That night, God says, "yes" to Solomon's prayer (v. 12-18), 
but He expects obedience in return (v. 19-22). Take special note of verse 14. What does it 
say to you? 

 
2 Chr. 8 Solomon did things in a big way. What else could he do after finishing the temple? He 

built cities and fortifications (v. 2-6), he increased his forced labor (slaves) to cut costs (v. 
7-10), he organized the Levites (v. 14-16), and built a navy (v. 17-18). 

 
2 Chr. 9 See notes on 1 Kings 10 (July 21). The great wealth that Solomon possessed came from 

national mining, tribute from subjected nations (21:8), gifts from other nations, spoils of 
war, and taxes. The records of Nathan, the prophet; the prophecy of Ahijah, the Shilonite; 
and the visions of Iddo, the seer, are all unknowns to us today. 

 
2 Tim. 2 Paul wanted this, his last letter to Timothy, to carry Timothy through whatever lay ahead. 

Paul gives him a variety of advice, charges, encouragement, and warnings. If you KNOW 
God's word, you will not be led astray (v. 15). Pay special attention to verses 19-21. 

 
 

AUGUST 18 
 
2 Chr. 10 Rehoboam assumes his father's throne and civil war breaks out. (See 2 Kin. 12-August 

10). The writer of 2 Chronicles doesn't even mention that Jeroboam was made king of 
Israel because the purpose of this book is to “chronicle” the kings of Judah; Jeroboam was 
considered a rebel leader, not a legitimate king. It was many years before the Southern 
Kingdom recognized the legal existence of the separated Northern Kingdom. Rehoboam 
unwittingly solidified Jeroboam’s rebellion by unwisely sending Hadoram (v. 18 - also 
spelled Adoram in 1 Kings 12:18, and Adoniram in 1 Kings 4:6, 5:14) who had been an 
overseer over the forced labor for years (cp. v. 14). A show of force was not going to win 
their hearts. 

 



2 Chr. 11 1 Kings does not mention verses 5-12, but Rehoboam was afraid of an attack from Egypt 
(which will happen in the next chapter). Faithful priests and Israelites who were living in 
Israel moved to Judah soon after Jeroboam's reign started (v. 13-17). Abijah (v. 22) would 
be the next king; he was now under Rehoboam's training. 

 
2 Chr. 12 After only three years (11:17), Rehoboam turned from God (Rehoboam had put himself 

above the law and had many wives - 11:21). The wonderful temple that Solomon built 
was ransacked less than five years after his death (v. 9). Rehoboam dies and his son, 
Ahijah, sits on the throne. 

 
2 Tim. 3 Here Paul gives his most detailed description of the conditions on earth in the last days (v. 

1-9). He once again emphasizes the necessity of knowing the Scriptures (v. 16-17). 
 
 

AUGUST 19 
 
2 Chr. 13 Jeroboam is still king of Israel, and Ahijam tries to squash the eighteen-year rebellion. 

Abijah was out-numbered two to one (v. 3) and Jeroboam seemed to be a better military 
strategist (v. 13,14). But God was on Ahijam's side and that was all that mattered (v. 16-
19). Ahijam responds to gaining power by disobeying God (v. 21). Jeroboam actually 
outlived Ahijam by about two years. 

 
2 Chr. 14 Ahijam dies and his son, Asa, comes to power. Asa was the first good king of Judah (v. 

2-5). Zerah, the Ethiopian (v. 9) was not from modern Ethiopia, but from ancient Ethiopia, 
which today is called Sudan (located south of Egypt). 

 
2 Chr. 15 God encourages Asa through Azariah (v. 1-7). Verses 3-6 must be referring to the time 

of the judges. Asa continues to purify the land (v. 8,16-18). 
 
2 Chr. 16 Asa's reign overlapped the reigns of seven kings in the Northern Kingdom (the last five 

years of Jeroboam, Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri, and Omri, and the first few years of 
Ahab). Asa asked Ben-hadad and his army to be mercenaries for him (v. 2-4). Asa gave 
up the treasures of the house of the Lord (v. 2) instead of relying on God (v. 7-9). Those 
treasures were not his to give. They had been dedicated to God. Asa, like so many of us, 
gets mad easier than he repents (v. 10). 

 
2 Tim. 4 Consistency is necessary for a victorious Christian life (v. 1-5). Paul is preparing Timothy 

for his (Paul's) death (v. 6-8). Paul regarded Demas as a fellow laborer in Christ (Philem. 
24 and Col 4:14). His rejection of the gospel (v. 10) for worldly pursuits must have caused 
Paul much grief. Crescens and Titus (v. 10) were still preaching the Word; Paul is just 
saying that they aren't with him. Although men may surprise and/or disappoint us, God 
will remain faithful (v. 17-18 cp. 2:11-13). 

 
 



AUGUST 20 
 
2 Chr. 17 Asa dies and his son, Jehoshaphat reigns. Jehoshaphat was the second "good" king of the 

divided nation. King David had been dead about 100 years, Solomon about 60 years. You 
can quickly see why Jehoshaphat prospered - his heart was turned toward God. 

 
2 Chr. 18 Jehoshaphat made three alliances with Ahab, all of which were injurious to him. The first 

involved a marriage between his son, Jehoram, to Ahab and Jezebel's daughter (v. 1 cp. 
21:6); the second, a military alliance (v. 3-34) and the third we will see in chapter 20. 
What does that tell you about partnerships with evil, even when done with noble motives 
and intentions? 

 
2 Chr. 19 Jehu (v. 2) stood before Baasha, twenty-five years earlier (1 Kin. 16:1). Jehoshaphat was 

reprimanded for his foolishness (v. 2), but also encouraged (v. 3). It is quite common that 
people who love and serve God will still blow it. We don't like to admit it, but we usually 
judge a person, not by his cumulative actions, but by a single outstanding action - whether 
good or bad. Jehoshaphat then goes about setting up godly judges. 

 
Mark 1:1-22 The writer of this gospel is John Mark, Barnabus' cousin. Mark seems to have been 

younger than Jesus' Twelve Disciples, but he was present early on (Acts 12:12,25). Unlike 
Matthew and Luke, Mark skims over Jesus' first thirty years. By verse 22, Jesus has been 
born, grown up, baptized by John, tempted in the wilderness and is preaching in the 
synagogue. 

 
 

AUGUST 21 
 
2 Chr. 20 This is the greatest event in Jehoshaphat's life. The attacking army (the nations of Moab, 

Ammon, and Meunite) was so large and well equipped it was inconceivable that Judah 
could withstand them. Jehoshaphat calls a fast and leads the nation in prayer (v.  6-13). 
God answers through Jahaziel, the Levite (v. 14-17).  Jehoshaphat sent the Levitical 
singers and praisers out in FRONT of his armed men (v. 21). God responds to the faith 
and praise (v. 22- 24). The third alliance Jehoshaphat made with Ahab is found in verses 
35-37. Even a commercial venture with the ungodly is doomed to fail. 

 
Ps.  42 The sons of Korah were singers in the temple choir. Jehoshaphat called on them to lead 

his army against Moab, Ammon, and Meunite (2 Chr.  20:19). There are twelve psalms 
credited to them  (42-49, 84-85, 87-88; we read psalm 88 on May 22).  "Maskil" is a 
musical piece that requires great skill in its execution. This psalm gives words to the inner 
yearnings for closeness with God, very possibly originating from the feelings of the 
faithful Israelites under Jeroboam in the Northern Kingdom. 

 
Ps.  43 This psalm appears to be the conclusion of Psalm 42. It is a prayer for deliverance from 

enemies and a return to God's presence. 
 



Mark 1:23-45 Although they recognized Him as God (v. 24), it appears that the demonic spirits did 
not realize (until later in His ministry) that Jesus had the authority to cast them out. There 
is a major difference between power (ability) and authority (commission). But Jesus 
wasn't here to be a town physician. He came to proclaim the Kingdom of God (v. 38).  
The reason Jesus didn't want the leper (v. 44) to tell anyone about his healing is because 
people would flock to Him for the wrong reasons, making it more difficult to teach those 
who wanted to learn. 

 
 

AUGUST 22 
 
Ps.  44 This psalm recalls God's works (v. 1-3) of the past, prays for similar works in the future 

(4-8), and bemoans the spiritual condition of their nation (v. 9-26). You can easily see 
how this fits into the history of the divided Israel. 

 
Ps.  45 "Shoshannim" is an indication of the tune that the psalm was to be sung to. This is a royal 

wedding. Verses 6 and 7 are prophetic of Jesus Christ (cp. Heb. 1:8-9). The psalmist 
extols the king (v. 1-9), exhorts the bride (v. 10-12), gives a description of the bride  (v. 
13-15), and blesses the marriage (v. 16-17). 

 
Ps.  46 "Alamoth" is probably a musical instrument (cp. 1 Chr. 15:20), but has also been defined 

as a melody to sing the psalm to, or soprano voices. This psalm is full of encouragement 
and promises. God protects (v. 1-3), God defends (v. 4-7), and God comforts (v. 8-11). 

 
Mark 2 Jesus embarrasses the scribes by their own words - " . . . who can forgive sins but God 

alone?" Verse 27 is an entirely new way of looking at the Sabbath for the Jews. They 
thought they HAD to stop working in their fields because of the Sabbath; but in reality, 
God set it up so they would GET to quit working in their fields. 

 
AUGUST 23 

 
Ps.  47 Remember, psalms are songs. Each one has its own theme. This one speaks of the joy that 

we will have when Jesus Christ rules the earth. 
 
Ps.  48 It is good to just sing to God and musically extol Him and His works. Verses 4-7 are 

probably not AN event, but a musical compilation of God's actions against those who 
would come against Him (His people). 

 
Ps.  49 This is one of the few psalms that addresses men rather than God. It deals with the 

inequalities of life and the surety of death. No amount of earthly wealth can redeem a 
man's eternal soul (v. 6-9, 16-20).  No amount of wisdom can cause a man to attain to 
immortality (v. 10-12). But God has redeemed His own and possesses power greater than 
death (Sheol - v. 15). 

 
Mark. 3:1-21 Jesus didn't heal only on the Sabbath, but those instances are noted more often 

because this is what the religious leaders couldn't stand.  He was messing with their law. 



"Who cares what God wants, we want our brand of decency and order." Have you ever 
fallen into that trap? 

 
 

AUGUST 24 
 
Ps.  84 "Gittath" is a musical instrument (see Psalm 8 - June 7). This is considered a pilgrim's 

song, expressing the heart of the faithful as they go up to Jerusalem for religious feasts, or 
for fasts. They love God's house (v. 1-4). They journey to get there (v. 5-8).  Baca (v. 6) is 
from a root word meaning, "to weep." God will turn weeping into blessing. Upon arrival 
at the temple, the singer praises God (v. 9-12). 

 
Ps.  85 This is a common pattern for a psalm. It is how David "encouraged himself in the Lord."   

(1.) Recalling what God has done in the past (v. 1-3),   
(2.) Sorting out the present problems (v. 4-7) and, with all that in perspective, 
(3.) Praying and thanking God for his next deliverance (v. 8-13). 

 
Ps.  87 Zion (v. 2) is Jerusalem in the Old Testament. Church Age interpretation understands it to 

prophetically represent the Church. The thrill and joys of Zion are voiced. 
 
Mark 3:22-35 The unforgivable sin is blaspheming the Holy Spirit (v. 29). That is, attributing to 

Satan the work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus was saying here that the miracles He was doing 
were not done in His own power (see notes on Philippians 2 - July 30), but by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

AUGUST 25 
 
2 Chr. 21 Jehoshaphat dies and his son, Jehoram, is now king of Judah. One of his first acts is to 

eliminate the competition by killing his brothers (v. 4). It is easy to see what kind of king 
he will be. Edom didn't want to be ruled by Judah or pay tribute anymore, and they see 
their chance to try to throw off their subjection as Judah gets militarily weaker (v. 8-10). 
They succeed in an on-going war (v. 10).  Remember, Jehoram married Ahab's and 
Jezebel's daughter (v. 11-13) - a marriage arranged by his father, Jehoshaphat (18:1). 
There was no love lost between King Jehoram and the people (v. 19-20). The fire (v. 19) 
was not cremation, but a ceremony where spices were burned near the body. They didn't 
even bury him with the other kings. 

 
2 Chr. 22 Ahaziah was Jehoram's youngest son, and only living descendent (21:17). His mother, 

Athaliah, was Ahab's daughter. He was named for his uncle, Ahaziah, (Athaliah's 
brother), who was king of Israel after Ahab died. "Uncle Ahaziah" died when "young 
Ahaziah" was only eleven years old. At 22, young Ahaziah became king of Judah (v. 2). 
He received bad counsel from his mother and her family (v. 3-6). Young Ahaziah, 
heeding bad counsel, committed Judah to militarily help King Jehoram of Israel. King 
Jehoram was Israel's King (uncle) Ahaziah's brother.  So, King Jehoram was also young 
Ahaziah's uncle. Television soaps have nothing over this bunch! Jehoram and Joram (v. 5) 



are the same person. Remember young Ahaziah's father was also named Jehoram (v. 6). 
Figure that all out! 

Jehu (v. 8) was anointed by Elijah to cut off the house of Ahab (1 Kin. 19:16 - Aug. 
13) and was also used to kill young Ahaziah. Now all of young Ahaziah's generation was 
dead, but he and his brothers had living children. Many of them were killed by Jehu (v. 8). 
Athaliah sees her chance to rule. If she kills all the rest of her grandchildren, the entire 
royal line of David will cease to exist. There will be no one to challenge her. But God 
promised David that he would always have a descendent on the throne. 

 
The following chart may help you in keeping the kings straight. 

 
SAUL 

DAVID 
SOLOMON 

SOUTHERN KINGDOM                  NORTHERN KINGDOM 
(JUDAH)                                             (ISRAEL) 

 
REHOBOAM     JEROBOAM 
ABIJAH 
ASA       NADAB 

BAASHA 
ELAH 
ZIMRI 
OMRI 

JEHOSHAPHAT    AHAB 
AHAZIAH 

JEHORAM (JORAM)   JORAM (JEHORAM) 
AHAZIAH     JEHU 
ATHALIAH 
JOASH      JEHOAHAZ 
AMAZIAH    JOASH 
UZZIAH     JEROBOAM II 
JOTHAM     ZECHARIAH 

SHALLUM 
MANAHEM 
PEKAHIAH 

AHAZ      PEKAH 
HEZEKIAH     HOSHEA 
MANASSEH 
AMON 
JOSIAH 
JEHOAHAZ 
JEHOIAKIM 
JEHOIACHIN 
ZEDEKIAH 

 



 
Mark 4:1-20 Verse 13 can be retranslated (correctly) to say, "Do you not fully understand this 

parable? How then will you even begin to understand all the parables?" This parable is the 
foundation of understanding all of Jesus' parables. Study it. It is not limited to getting a 
person born-again. Every seed (Scripture) that is sown in your heart can land on different 
soil. The type of soil we are remains our choice. 

 
 

AUGUST 26 
 
2 Chr. 23 Jehoiada (v. 1) was the high priest. He brought together the military and the priests to 

restore the throne to an heir of David. There were twenty-four divisions of Levites who 
took turns ministering in the temple (1 Chr. 24:1-19). Jehoiada kept all twenty-four in 
Jerusalem (v. 8). The key to this series of events is the involvement of the priests and 
Levites in restoring the throne to the line of David. 

 
2 Chr. 24 Since Joash was only seven when he took the throne, Jehoiada was a major influence. As 

long as Jehoiada lived, Joash was a good king (v. 2-16), but when he died, Joash followed 
bad counsel (v. 17-19). Joash is even guilty of the death of Jehoiada's son (v. 21). God 
uses weak things (v. 24) to shame the strong (1 Cor. 1:27). Joash is assassinated and his 
son, Amaziah, becomes king. 

 
2 Chr. 25 Amaziah kills his father's assassins (v. 3). He hires 100,000 mercenaries from Israel (v. 

6). A man of God tells him that the mercenaries will cause Judah's defeat (v.  7). 
Amaziah's biggest concern is, "But what about the money I've paid them? It will be 
wasted!" - verse 9. God has got more!  Never let money cause disobedience. Then 
Amaziah couldn't let those "valuable" idols go to waste (v. 14). His victory over Edom 
(sons of Seir - who revolted in 21:10) caused him to put his confidence in himself and his 
army (v. 17). 

 
Mark 4:21-41 In this chapter, Mark inserts some things that the other Gospels did not. Specifically, 

verses 13, 24, and 26-29. Read them again. The disciples continue to get a clearer 
understanding of "Who, then, is this?" (v. 41). We need to do likewise. This only comes 
by spending time with Him. 

 
 

AUGUST 27 
 
2 Chr. 26 Amaziah dies and his son, Uzziah, is king. Uzziah was a good king (v. 3-15) until, 

because of his great military strength, he thought he had "outgrown" the need to obey God 
(v. 16). He wanted to be king AND priest (v. 16-19). That is all too common of a 
temptation to men and women when they achieve some degree of power or popularity. 
They think that they are invincible. We must all be content with the talents, gifts, and 
positions or offices God gives us, not trying to intrude into someone else's gifts or calling. 

 



2 Chr. 27 Jotham actually reigned while his father, Amaziah, was still alive (26:21). The 
Ammonites were defeated again and started paying tribute (v. 5). Jotham died and his son, 
Ahaz, became king. 

 
2 Chr. 28 King David had been dead for 280 years; Solomon for 240 years. Ahaz was worse than 

bad, he was downright evil. God tried to show him the folly of his ways by bringing in 
other armies to inflict losses on Ahaz' kingdom. Ahaz was unrepentant and sinned even 
more (v. 22-25). Were the other nations more righteous than Judah? No! God 
strengthened the attacking nations, not to reward them, but to wake up Judah. "Which 
nation (or sports team, for that matter) is more godly?" ceases to be the question when 
God is working out a plan. 

 
Mark 5:1-20 This shows the power that God put in the human will. This man was possessed with 

enough demons to fill and destroy an entire herd of swine, but he was still able to get 
himself to Jesus for help. I'll guarantee you that the demons didn't want to go to Jesus and 
bow down (v. 6). God will not violate the human will, the ability to choose. He wants all 
men saved, but upholds man's own decision to go to hell. 

 
 

AUGUST 28 
 
2 Chr. 29 Hezekiah, son of Ahaz (who was possibly the most ungodly of the kings of Judah), is 

unarguably the best king of the Southern Kingdom. He gets four chapters devoted to him. 
Hezekiah reopened the temple (v. 3), set the priests back into service (v. 4-11), offered 
sacrifices (v. 20-24), and reinstated the Levitical praisers (v. 25-30). 

 
2 Chr. 30  Hezekiah then invited all of Judah and Israel to return to God and to celebrate Passover 

(v. 1). Assyria had recently destroyed the Northern Kingdom. Many of the people were 
carried off into captivity. What an opportune time to try to unite the nation in worship to 
God. Their answer - most laughed and mocked (v. 10), but some came (v. 11). Even in the 
Old Testament, God was not so much a stickler for rules as He was interested in the hearts 
of men (v. 18-20). 

 
2 Chr. 31 Revival has come (v. 1-21). The offerings were so abundant that storehouses had to be 

constructed. The tithes were joyfully given AND faithfully distributed (v. 11-19). 
 
Mark 5:21-43 Jesus crossed back over into Galilee, probably Capernaum. If that is the case, Jairus 

was probably serving at a synagogue that Jesus had often attended. The point being, even 
this was not a "blind leap of faith and desperation."  Jairus at least knew of Jesus.  Notice 
in the story of the woman with the issue of blood, it was her faith that made her well (v. 
34), not touching Jesus. Scores of people were touching Jesus (v. 31) and received nothing 
because they weren't touching in faith; they were just wanting a thrill. 

 
 



AUGUST 29 
 
2 Chr. 32 Naturally, when there is that much joy, godliness, and prosperity, someone wants to put 

an end to it (v. 1). Ten years previously Assyria had conquered Israel and carried many of 
the people into captivity. Sennacherib tries to use propaganda to dishearten the people of 
Judah (v. 9-19). Isaiah (v. 20) is the same Isaiah who wrote the book of Isaiah. God sent 
one angel who killed 185,000 Assyrians in one night (Is. 37:36). Now reread verses 7 & 8 
again. Sennacherib's own sons killed him (v. 21). Too bad he didn't spend more time at 
home bonding with his children! It is hard to be rich and/or powerful without also 
becoming prideful (v. 24-26 cp. Mark 10:23), but it is not impossible (Mark 10:27). 
Hezekiah dies and his son, Manasseh, becomes king of Judah. 

 
2 Chr. 33 Manasseh destroys most of his father's accomplishments. Riches, power, AND YOUTH 

(v. 1) are even more spiritually deadly than just riches and power. He worshiped Baal, 
Asherim (the female counterpart to Baal), and the host of heaven (cp. Deut. 4:19). Ben-
hinnom (v. 6) was where child sacrifices were made to Molech, the fire-god.  Witchcraft 
(v. 6) was promoted. Look at verse 10.  Manasseh was captured, put in chains, and taken 
to Babylon (v. 11). He repented and God brought him back to Jerusalem (v. 13). His later 
acts were of good (v. 15-16), but much damage could not be reversed. Manasseh dies and 
his son, Amon, is king (v. 20). Amon went right back to idol worship. After only two 
years, he was assassinated (v. 24). All the conspirators were killed and Amon's son, 
Josiah, becomes king. 

 
Mark 6:1-32 It is obvious from verse 3 that Mary was not a perpetual virgin (cp. Matt. 1:25 

"until"). Notice the love that Jesus displayed (v. 5). What is your response to rejection? 
Would you have tried to help anyone? Did you ever wonder why Jesus wasn’t as hard on 
sin and immorality (John 8:11) in the general population as we think God should be? Sin 
is the secondary problem. It is clear that one should expect sinners to sin. It was the 
SAINTS that Jesus and Paul, et al, expected to quit sinning. A sinner's problem is not that 
he sins, it is his unregenerate heart. 

 
 

AUGUST 30 
 
2 Chr. 34 Josiah had riches, power, and youth, but he was still a bright spot in Judah's history 

because he sought God at age sixteen (v. 3). He brought in religious reforms (v. 4-8). 
Integrity and honesty resulted (v.  9-13). This great find (v. 14) indicates that Manasseh 
had destroyed all the copies he could find...the agony is understandable (v. 19). The law 
demanded that God judge Judah. The prophetess, Huldah, spoke the truth (v. 23-28). 
Josiah wanted everyone to hear the word of God (v. 30) and he was a good king. 

 
2 Chr. 35 At Passover, the newness of God's word had not worn off (v. 18). The ark (v. 3) had 

probably been removed from the temple during the religious upheaval under King 
Manasseh (Josiah's grandfather). King Neco of Egypt (v. 20) was going to join Assyria in 
battle against Babylon (located on the Euphrates River, east of Judah) and was only 
traveling through Judah to get there (v. 21).  Josiah did not believe him - which cost 



Josiah his life (v.  24).  Jeremiah (v. 25) is the prophet who wrote "Jeremiah" and 
"Lamentations."  Judah was nearing the time of its destruction. 

 
2 Chr. 36 Josiah's son, Joahaz, takes the throne. While the Northern Kingdom (now long 

destroyed) had 19 kings and nine different families on the throne, the Southern Kingdom 
had 20 kings, all from the line of David (with the exception of Athaliah - 2 Chr. 22:10). 

The king of Egypt captured Joahaz after he was king only three months and took 
him to Egypt where he died (v. 1-3). Egypt had subjugated Judah, and the king of Egypt 
placed Joahaz' brother, Eliakim, on the throne as a puppet king and demanded tribute from 
Judah (v. 3-4). Then, as if Eliakim (name changed to Jehoiakim in verse 5) didn't have 
enough trouble, the king of Babylon attacked Judah and took him away to Babylon (v. 5-
7). Eliakim's (or Jehoiakim's) son, Jehoiachin, became the king of a beaten nation. He 
ruled all of three months, and then he was carted off to Babylon. The king of Babylon put 
Jehioachin's uncle, Zedekiah, on the throne as his puppet king. Zedekiah rebelled against 
Babylon (v. 13). The result was disastrous (v. 15-21). The events of these final words (v. 
22 & 23) happened 48 years after verse 20. They are the opening words of the book of 
Ezra. 

 
Mark 6:33-56 Reread verse 37. It sounds to me like they had the money to spend (in Judas' 

treasury bag) if that is what Jesus wanted. But Jesus had a lesson to teach. (He didn't do 
this just to save money and you shouldn't either.) God is our provider, whether by natural 
means (job, etc.), or by supernatural means. Don't limit Him with your limitations. 

 
 

AUGUST 31 
 
2 Kin. 1 Now that you have a general overview of the kings in the divided kingdom, we will go 

back 315 years and intersperse the prophets where they belong. The kingdom has been 
divided for about 80 years. "Uncle Ahaziah" (see notes on August 25) was king of Israel 
and Jehoshaphat was king of Judah. No prophet who wrote a book has entered the scene 
yet. Elijah (v. 3) - who didn't write a book - is God's major spokesman. The fire of verses 
10 and 12 is most probably the basis for what James and John said in Luke 9:54. Ahaziah 
dies and his son, Jehoram, (Joram) becomes king of Israel. 

 
2 Kin. 2 The events of this chapter occur near the end of the reigns of Jehoram (Joram), king of 

Israel from 854-843 BC and yes, Jehoram (Joram) king of Judah from 850 - 843 BC. This 
is known because Elijah sent Jehoram, the king of Judah, a letter (2 Chr. 21:12) predicting 
his death. A "double portion" (v. 9) was NOT twice as much, but signified that Elisha 
would be the heir of the office that Elijah had walked in (cp. Deut. 21:17). Elijah did NOT 
go up in the chariot of fire. How did he go up (v. 11)? 

The sons of the prophets did not believe Elisha  (v. 16,17). The young lads (v. 23) 
were more likely young men, not small boys. They were mocking him, his office, and his 
story about Elijah's departure. 

 
2 Kin. 3 Jehoram  (v. 1) and Joram are the same name. Why do the writers use both? I don't know. 

He is the ninth king of Israel. He enlisted Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, (whose son married 



Jehoram's sister) to help him fight Moab (v. 7).  Jehoshaphat had nearly been killed once 
before doing something like this (1 Kin. 22:5-33), so he wanted to hear from God (v. 11). 
Elisha would not have prophesied for Joram; but for Jehoshaphat he would (v. 14). Music 
is used to calm, so we can hear God speak (v. 15).  The king of Moab (v. 26-27) called 
upon Molech (fire-god, served by human sacrifices - usually infant) for help. The sacrifice 
so heartened the Moabites - or appalled the Israelites - that the Israelites stopped their 
attack. 

 
Mark 7:1-13  "Corban" is a transliteration of the Greek word "Korban." Ha! Ha! That's what a 

transliteration is - an untranslated word like Hallelujah. It means a gift that has been 
vowed to God. Therefore, by the Pharisees' man-made rules, the son didn't have to give up 
anything to help his parents (as he was commanded to do in the Law). Either the son 
continued to get the benefit of it under the guise of a steward of what he had given to God, 
or the Pharisees used this law to build up the temple treasures. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 1 
 
2 Kin. 4 The "sons of prophets" seemed to be too numerous to literally be sons of prophets (2:3,5 

& 4:38). They were either helpers for the prophets, or gifted men in training for service to 
God. Elisha often went to them to teach, train, and advise. They apparently lived in 
"dorms" (6:1) in several cities. They seem to have started under the ministry of Elijah and 
flourished under the ministry of Elisha. Does this miracle (v. 1-7) remind you of any New 
Testament miracle (John 2:1-10)? Verses 1-37 tell of God's love and provision for 
"ordinary people." In verses 38-44, the man (v. 39) probably got some colocynths, a bitter 
vegetable that, in small quantities, is a strong laxative, and in large quantities, is 
poisonous. 

 
2 Kin. 5 Naaman is a captain in the Syrian (Aramian) army. Syria often attacked Israel (v. 2). The 

king of Israel is not named (v. 5). Naaman's king sent about $1 million dollars to the king 
of Israel (v. 5). Clothes were valuable because styles never changed (cp. Judges 14:12). 
Naaman knew that the Jordan River was muddy (v.  10-12), while the rivers of Damascus 
(in Syria) were clean. Naaman does stand before Elisha after he is healed  (v. 15 cp. v. 10-
11). God's purpose was not just to heal, but to win souls (v. 17-19). Naaman was 
concerned about God's reaction to his carrying out his duty to his king (v. 17-19). Elisha 
assures him it is okay.  Even then, God looked at the heart attitude as being of greater 
importance than outward actions. 

 
Mark 7:14-37 The listeners were so spiritually dull (v. 14-23) that even with concrete, physical 

examples, they didn't understand that "the things which are seen are temporal, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal"- 2 Cor. 4:18. For comments on the Syrophoenician 
woman see commentary on Matthew 15:21-28, November 22. The healing of the deaf 
mute (v. 31-37) is recorded only in Mark. Besides being a unique way of ministering 
healing  (v. 33-34), it is highly probable that he was brought to Jesus for a blessing. (A 
common Jewish practice was to have authority figures - religious or family - lay hands on 
people and bless them.) This is why the reaction of the people was so intense. 



 
 

SEPTEMBER 2 
 
2 Kin. 6 The sons of the prophets needed to build more dorm rooms (v. 1). Servants of God should 

be more concerned about the property of others (v. 5) than their own. The narratives of 
Elisha's ministry (4:1 & 8:15) cover about 50 years.  There is no reason to assume that 
Naaman was the Syrian captain at this time (v. 8). Notice Elisha has a new attendant (v. 
15 cp. 5:27). A later king of Aram (v. 24) attacks Israel again. Have you noticed that so 
far all of Second Kings has dealt with Israel, the Northern Kingdom? Elijah and Elisha 
were sent by God to try to turn Israel around. It seems Elisha had told the king to sit tight 
and wait on God (v. 33); the king had lost patience (v. 30,31). 

 
2 Kin. 7 Elisha made quite a bold statement (v. 1) and was challenged because of it (v. 2). Lepers 

were not allowed inside the city (Lev. 13:46), even in times of war (v. 3). The enemy 
didn't want to waste arrows on the lepers so they were relatively safe unless caught in the 
middle of the battle. God brings a miraculous deliverance. 

 
2 Kin. 8 The events in Elisha's ministry are not in chronological order, for Gahazi became leprous 

in 5:27. This is the woman from 4:8-37. God sent Elisha into Damascus (v. 7-15), the 
capitol of Syria (Aram), to do what Elijah was commanded (1 Kin. 19:15 - Aug. 19) and 
apparently did not do. King Ben-Hadad would have recovered (v. 10) if Hazael hadn't 
assassinated him (v. 15). 

 
Mark 8:1-21 Jesus feeds four thousand (v. 9 cp.  6:33-44). He started with more bread (v. 5 cp. 

6:38), more fish (v.  7 cp. 6:38), fed fewer (v. 9 cp. 6:44) and had more left over (seven 
large baskets hold more than twelve baskets - Paul was let down from a window in a large 
basket  - Acts 9:25).  God always does what needs to be done with what He has available - 
think about that. The leaven of the Pharisees is mixing hypocrisy with a pure relationship 
with God (Luke 12:1). The leaven of Herod is mixing worldliness or political clout with a 
pure relation-ship with God. Leaven always produces an impure product.  The disciples 
still did not grasp that Jesus was more than a prophet of God (v. 21 cp. 6:52). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 3 
 
2 Kin. 9 Elijah didn't anoint Jehu (1 Kin. 19:16) to be king of Israel either. The purpose of 

anointing Jehu was to wipe out the house of Ahab - which he did. Jehu thought that the 
prophet was a fake, put up to it by the other military leaders  (v. 5, 11) so he would lead a 
revolt. He soon found out otherwise (v. 11-13). Hazael (v. 14)) was anointed (8:7-13) to 
keep the pressure on Israel with the hope that they would return to God. Ahaziah, king of 
Judah, was visiting his uncle, Joram (v. 16), king of Israel. Jezebel (v. 30) prepared herself 
to die like the Phoenician queen she was (1 King 16:31). Zimri (v. 31) was the one who 
wiped out the entire household of Baasha (1 Kin. 16: 8-13). 

 



2 Kin. 10 Jehu challenged anyone to support Ahab's descendants on a bid for the throne of Israel 
(v. 1-3).  No one accepted and the word of God (1 Kin. 19:17) came to pass. Ahaziah's 
relatives (v. 13) still thought "Uncle" Joram was king and Jezebel still was Queen Mother. 
Jehonadab (Jonadab - v. 15) was the founder of a family of Jews who protested the 
Canaanite influence in Israel by holding to a nomadic (separated) way of life, and 
drinking no wine (Jer. 35: 1-11). He gladly joined Jehu in destroying Baal worship (v. 23). 
But Jehu did not stop the idolatry that Jeroboam introduced in Israel (v. 29) soon after the 
nation was divided (1 Kin. 12:28-29). Hazael is still carrying out God's will (v. 32-33). 

 
2 Kin. 11 Athaliah was the daughter of Ahab (king of Israel) and Jezebel. She was Joram's (king of 

Judah) wife and Ahaziah's (king of Judah) mother. Jehu killed Ahaziah (9:27). Had 
Athaliah succeeded in killing all the heirs to the throne, David could not have had a 
descendent on the throne (from the kingly line), and Joseph (Matt. 1:8) would not have 
been born. 

 
Mark 8:22-38 The healing of this blind man (v. 22-26) is the only time recorded in Scripture that 

healing occurred in stages. The works of Jesus that are recorded are not everything He 
said or did (John 21:25). Each recorded event is for a purpose; we would be mistaken to 
use His recorded healings and come up with percentages (i.e. Jesus used spittle to heal 
two out of twenty times, therefore, 10% of the time God heals with spittle). The fact that 
people were usually healed instantly in Jesus' ministry does not preclude God's part in a 
longer healing process. Verses 27-28 record the first major breakthrough Jesus had with 
the disciples (v. 29 cp. 21 & 6:52). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 4 
 
2 Kin. 12 Jehoash (Joash) was a good king as long as he received counsel from a godly man (v. 2). 

The priests were not repairing the house of the Lord (v. 7) so the money was collected  (v. 
9) and paid to contractors who would finish the work (11-12). Hazael, for the first time, 
turns his attacks away from Israel, toward Judah (v. 17-18). Jehoash buys him off (v. 18).  
For more details of how and why Jehoash was assassinated (v. 19-21), see 2 Chronicles 
24:17-25). 

 
2 Kin. 13 Finally, Hazael's relentless attacks cause a king of Israel to turn to God (v. 4). There is no 

record of who this deliverer was (v. 5). Again, we have two kings with the same name (v. 
10). Joash (also Jehoash - 12:1) king of Judah had reigned 38 years (12:11) when Jehoash 
(also Joash - v. 12) king of Israel took the throne. "My Father...the chariot of Israel and its 
horsemen" (v. 14) was a statement of respect, signifying the great loss Israel would suffer 
when Elisha was gone (cp. 2:12). 

 
2 Kin. 14 For more details on Amaziah, see 2 Chronicles 25 (August 26). The parable (v. 9) was 

this: the thorn bush had an inflated opinion of himself, thinking himself equal or greater 
than cedar. But, as fate would have it, a wild beast accidentally squashed the thorn bush. 
Were they equal just because the thorn bush felt powerful? Jonah (v. 25) is the same 



Jonah that we all know (Jonah 1:1); we will be reading about him in four more days. The 
events of the book of Jonah happened shortly after the events in the book of Amos. 

 
Mark 9:1-29 "Transfigured" means that what is inside is revealed outwardly (v. 2-3). Elijah 

represented the prophets. Moses represented the law. What were they talking about? See 
Luke 9:31. God makes it clear that Jesus was not merely an equal with Moses and Elijah  
(v. 7). A major obstacle to overcome in walking by faith is not walking by sight (2 Cor. 
5:7). Peter illustrated this in Matthew 14:29-30. The disciples could not cast the demon 
out - not because they didn't have the authority (6:7), but because when they saw the 
condition of the boy, they had trouble believing. This kind (of unbelief) goes out (is 
overcome) by prayer. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 5 
 
Joel 1 Sometime in the recent past, a great famine resulted from either four different species of 

locust (a type of grasshopper) or four different stages of their growth (v.  4). The entire 
land has been destroyed  (v.  5-13). Why is human nature such that, "When all else fails, 
turn to God" (v. 14)? The devastation from the locust is only a precursor to the 
awesomeness of the day of the Lord (v. 15). 

         
Joel 2 Joel uses word pictures that the people remember from the locust attack to describe an 

even worse future catastrophe - an army that God will send to execute judgment on Judah 
for their continuous sin against God. This army, because it is carrying out God's prophetic 
word, is called, "His army" (v. 11). They are the ones who  "rush on the city and run on 
the wall (v. 9).  When Christians sing that popular song from Joel 2:1,9, & 11, they are in 
truth pronouncing judgment upon themselves. They ignorantly are putting themselves on 
equal footing with the stiff-necked, rebellious Israelites of the Old Testament because the 
song has a catchy tune. God implores them to repent and return to Him  (v. 12-17).  He 
reminds them of the blessings that He wants to give them (v. 18-20).  

                     There is an indeterminate amount of time before v. 21-27). It appears that they did 
indeed choose life.  

                     There is a third "terrible day" coming at the end of the age (v. 31). But before it 
comes, God will do great things in His people (v. 28-29 cp. Acts 2:17-21). It is truly a 
"great and terrible" day - GREAT for those who know God and TERRIBLE for those who 
don't.  

         
Joel 3 The valley of Jehoshaphat (v. 2) is literally the Valley of God's Judgment. God will bring 

the nations around Israel to this valley (presumably they think that they are going to fight 
against Israel again) and destroy them (v. 4-8). God calls the nations to meet in war.  To 
fashion their farming instrument into weapons of war (opposite of what is prophesied will 
happen in the millennium (weapons into plows - Is. 2:4 & Mic. 4:3).  He calls upon the 
weak to come (v. 10). God wants them all there for their destruction. The valley of 
judgment is now (v. 14) the valley of decision. With the nations in place in the valley, 
God now calls his angels to "put in the sickle" (v. 13-15). Finally, God once again 
promises the restoration of Jerusalem as the coming center of God's rule (v. 16-21). 



 
Mark 9:30-50 Even late in His ministry, no one understood the fullness of Jesus' mission (v. 30-

32). The kingdom of heaven is different than kingdoms on earth. Competition (v. 34-37), 
self-promotion (v. 38-41), and self-centeredness (v. 42-50) have no place in God's 
kingdom. Cutting off your hands or feet (v. 43,45) or plucking out your eye (v. 47) are to 
be understood as a determination to cease sinning, not as actual beneficial acts. A 
quadriplegic in a full body cast could still sin (Matt. 6:28). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 6 
 
Amos 1 Amos was from Judah (Tekoa was a city south of Jerusalem), but God sent him to Israel 

to prophesy to King Jeroboam II (2 Kin. 14:23-29). He points out the sins of the nations of 
the area and tells of God's intentions of judgment. In this chapter God upbraids Damascus 
(the capitol city of Syria, or Aram - v. 3-5). He specifically rebukes Hazael (2 Kin. 8:12 
cp. Amos 1:3, which describes the way they tortured their prisoners) and Ben-Hadad 
(Hazael's son and successor - not to be confused with the Ben-Hadad that Hazael 
assassinated to procure his throne (2 Kin. 8:7-15). He then upbraids Philistia (v. 6-8), Tyre 
(v. 9-10), Edom  (v. 11-12) and Ammon (v. 13-15). "Three transgressions . . . for four . . . 
" means repeated and numerous atrocities. 

 
Amos 2 Amos then prophesies to Moab (v. 1-3), Judah (v. 4-5), and Israel  (v. 6-16).  The biggest 

denouncement is against Israel. All the prophets make it clear Israel's sin was idolatry. 
Amos goes on to point out the moral and social corruption that results from not following 
God. Compare verse 8 with Exodus 22:25-27; and verses 11 and 12 with Numbers 6:1-4. 

 
Amos 3 "Entire family" (v. 1) meant the Northern and Southern Kingdoms. To whom much is 

given, much is required (v. 2 cp. Luke 12:48). The answer to the questions in verses 3-5 is 
"No." The answer to the questions in verse 6 is "Yes." The point of all the questions is - 
we live in a world  (both physical and spiritual) that is ruled by cause and effect. Nothing 
"just happens." There is always a reason for what happens in this world; sometimes it is a 
physical reason, and sometimes spiritual. When God is behind a major world event, He 
will make it known (v. 7) through His servants, the prophets (many of whom warned 
Israel).  The enemy (v. 11-12  - Assyria) will be used by God to judge Israel and carry 
them away into captivity. Bethel (v. 14) was the center of idol worship in Israel (1 Kin. 
12:28:29). 

 
Mark 10:1-31 Obviously Jesus' statements about marriage and divorce went against the religious or 

cultural attitude (v. 10). Jesus is clear on monogamy (v. 8), the intent of God for marriage 
(v. 6-9), the reason for God's concession for divorce (v. 5), and the sacredness of the 
marriage vow (9-12). The blessing of children by a "man of God" was common practice 
and Jesus obviously approved of it (v. 13-16). "The eye of a needle" (v. 25) has two 
possible meanings - either an actual sewing needle or a small gate in which a trader could 
only enter by removing all the goods from his camel, so the camel could enter on its 
knees. These gates were "night gates," designed to slow down an attacking army. 

 



 
SEPTEMBER 7 

 
Amos 4 "Bashan" (v. 1), a region east of the Jordan River, was settled mostly by one-half of the 

tribe of Manasseh (Josh. 13:29-31). It was, therefore, a part of Israel. "Cows" (v. 1) refers 
to the women of the region that was noted for its fat cattle. These women were self-
serving (v. 1), hypocritical (v. 4-5), and hardened to the many warnings of God (v. 6-11). 
Notice the "warnings" were all about "natural" catastrophes. 

 
Amos 5 A dirge (v. 1) is a song of grief or lamentation. It is usually associated with funerals. 

"Virgin" (v. 2) refers to the fact that Israel had yet to be conquered militarily. That will 
soon change and 90% of Israel will be destroyed (v. 3) or carried off into captivity. God 
still calls them to repent and return to Him (v. 4), not by more religious sacrifices (v. 5, 
21- 23, 25-26), but with their hearts. 

 
Amos 6 Don't trust in your military might or good fortune  (v. 1-3). Present ease does not 

guarantee future stability (v. 4-7). Only God does not change. 
 
Mark 10:32-52  Jesus couldn't have been much clearer (v. 32-34), but the entire thought was so 

foreign to his followers that they could not comprehend it. In the conversation with James 
and John (v. 35-45), notice that Jesus didn't rebuke them for their desire. He did make it 
clear that honor in God's kingdom was not politically gained (by manipulation, family 
ties, or friendship), but attained by service. Not only did Jesus NOT rebuke James and 
John, but He also went on to tell them how to be great (v. 43). God wants you to be great 
in His kingdom. A pattern in the Bible appears to be that everyone who desired God over 
his own pride and dignity (v. 48-49) got Him. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 8 
 
Amos 7 God shows Amos a judgment coming that will affect the crops (v. 1-2). Amos intercedes 

(v. 3) and God holds it off. Then God shows Amos judgment coming by fire (v. 4). Amos 
intercedes (v. 5) and God relents (v. 6). But judgment cannot be held off indefinitely (v. 7-
9). Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, is a new character, not to be confused with King 
Amaziah of Judah, who had died about twenty years previously. Anyway, Amaziah told 
King Jeroboam II of Israel that Amos was a subversive (v. 10) and doomsayer (v. 11). For 
his position against the word of God, Amaziah would be carried away into captivity, his 
wife would become a harlot - either for survival or possibly abused by the invading 
Assyrians - and his children would be killed. 

 
Amos 8 Summer fruit (v. 1) represents the season is over. Amos reiterates the result of their 

continued idolatry - dishonesty (v. 5) and lack of compassion (v. 6). The day will come 
when they will want to hear the word of God and will not be able to (v. 11-12). 

 
Amos 9 There will be no place to hide in order to escape the coming judgment (v. 2- 4). The fall of 

Israel occurred about 30 years later. Amos ends his writings with the promise of a future 



(v. 11-15). The throne of David will be restored to reign over all nations (Mark 10:47). 
The kingdom to come will be one of unimaginable fertility (v. 13 cp. Lev 26:5), 
prosperity and comfort (v. 14), and stability (v. 15). 

 
Mark 11:1-19 This chapter starts the last week of Jesus' ministry. Passover was a time when many 

Jews flocked to Jerusalem. Lodging was at a premium, so Jesus and His disciples stayed 
with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus in Bethany - two miles from Jerusalem. Jesus just looked 
around the temple (v. 11) on the first day. What He saw angered Him. Jesus knew that it is 
extremely difficult to hear God while angry (Eph. 4:26); he did not react to what He saw 
without direction from the Father (v. 15). The cursing of the fig tree (v. 12-14) is not like 
an angry man kicking the first thing he sees when he gets home. The fig tree represented 
potential without production. The tree represented primarily the nation of Israel, but 
secondarily it could be a man, a church, or an organization. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 9 
 
Jonah Jonah was from Gath-hepher (2 Kin. 14:25), a city in Israel about twelve miles west of 

what was later called the Sea of Galilee. Nineveh (1:2) was the capital of Assyria. Up to 
this time, most of Israel's trouble had come from Damascus, Syria (Ben-Hadad and 
Hazael). All the while Assyria was growing into a major world power. Their military 
practices were extremely cruel to the conquered (1:2). Modern Iraq is in the center of the 
old Assyrian Empire. It looked as if Israel would be the next nation for them to conquer. 
That's why Jonah, instead of going east 600 miles to Nineveh, tried to go west 2000 miles 
to Tarshish (v. 3 - a city south of Spain). He WANTED God to judge and destroy them  
(4:2). The events with the great fish  (1:17, 2:10), though challenged by some, were 
confirmed by Jesus  (Matt. 12:40). There are both sperm whales and large sharks in the 
Mediterranean, which are capable of swallowing a man whole. Nineveh's repentance (3:5-
10) was the biggest revival in the Bible. It postponed the Assyrian destruction of Israel for 
another thirty years and delayed the judgment of God on Assyria for another 150 years, 
when their sins were once again multiplied (Nahum). The major point of this book is that 
God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezek.  33:11), even when His servants 
would. 

 
Mark 11:20-33  Verses 20 and 21 tell of the demise of the fruitless fig tree. What God says will 

come to pass. If we speak God's words, they will come to pass. If we speak our desires 
(which did not originate with God) they will come to pass only with our effort or ability. 
In fact, you can ask in line with God's will and still not be in His will - if your motives or 
heart is not right. Think about that one. Forgiveness is a hallmark of Christianity - a 
natural by-product of love, but often very hard to live out (v. 25-26). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 10 
 
2 Kin. 15 Azariah, also called Uzziah, (2 Chron. 26:17-21) was struck with leprosy (v. 5) because 

he tried to make himself a priest (2 Chron. 26:17-21). He co-reigned with his son, Jotham, 



for about fifteen years. This chapter covers about 53 years. Israel goes through five kings - 
three of them assassinated. Judah has two kings during this time. 

 
2 Kin. 16 Ahaz sacrificed his son (v. 3) to Molech, an Ammonite fire-god (Lev. 18, March 6). 

Rezin, king of Aram (Syria) and Remaliah, king of Israel, attack Ahaz to try to dethrone 
him and put in a puppet king (the son of Tabeel - Is. 7:6) who will lead Judah into an 
alliance with them against Assyria (Nineveh). They fail (v. 5), but not completely (v. 6). 
Ahaz, rather than turning to God, asks the Assyrians for help (v. 7). The king of Assyria, 
Tilgath-pileser conquers Damascus (the capitol of Aram - v. 9). Ahaz goes to thank him 
(v. 10) and spies an altar to the gods of Syria - he decides he wants one just like it in 
Jerusalem (v. 10-13).  He moved the altar of God (v. 14). Ahaz then destroyed much of 
the furniture (v. 17), probably to pay tribute to Assyria. 

 
Mark 12:1-27 The parable of the vineyard (v. 1-12) speaks of the righteousness of God and the 

sinfulness of those who are supposed to be serving Him - specifically the religious and 
political leaders of Israel (v. 12). In response, the Pharisees and Herodians try to find a 
way to accuse Him (v. 7) of political treason (not paying taxes) or religious undermining 
(paying taxes - i.e. honor - to the Gentile king).  The Sadducees (v. 18) were the religious 
ultra-conservatives. They attained their power through politics and money. Many of the 
chief priests were Sadducees, or were sympathetic to them. The Sadducees accepted only 
the five books of Moses (Genesis through Deuteronomy) and therefore did not believe in 
angels, demons, immortality, or a resurrection. They were a powerful minority. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 11 
 
Hosea 1 We can easily place Hosea's ministry from 2 Kings 14:23 to 17:41 (v. 1) as being when 

Israel fell to Assyria. Hosea was a contemporary of Amos. Both prophesied to the 
Northern Kingdom (Israel) during the reign of Jeroboam II (2 Kin. 14:23-29). Actually, 
Hosea began his ministry a few years after Amos, and continued it a few years after Isaiah 
began prophesying. It is not uncommon for God to have more than one voice proclaiming 
His word. Hosea was to be a living parable of God's unfailing love for an unfaithful Israel 
(represented by the harlot). Verse 4 refers to the events in 2 Kings 10:11. Lo-rohamah (v. 
6) means "unpitied" or "no compassion."  When Israel was destroyed by Assyria (v. 6), 
Judah was delivered by a supernatural act of God (v. 7 cp. 2 Kin. 19:32 -37).  Lo-ammi (v. 
9) means "not My people." But, even though judgment on Israel is sure, they will increase 
in number (v. 11). 

 
Hosea 2 These verses (2-23) are paralleling Gomer's (1:3) acts of harlotry to Israel's pursuit of 

idols. "Mother" throughout the chapter refers to the nation as a whole and the "children" 
(v. 1,4) refer to the individuals in Israel. Ishi (v. 16) is Hebrew for "my husband." Baali 
(v. 16) is the Canaanite word for "my husband." To call God "Baali" is kin to calling a 
husband "Steve" when his name is "John." 

 
Hosea 3 Symbolic of God's future relationship with Israel, Hosea redeems Gomer (v. 2).  Gomer is 

now both legally Hosea's wife, and legally his purchased possession.  We are God's - both 



by a mutual pledging of ourselves to Him and by the redemption through the blood of 
Jesus (1 Pet. 1:18-19 and 2:10). 

 
Hosea 4 Now the writings of Hosea turn to his prophecies. This is a prophecy of judgment on 

Israel (the Northern Kingdom). He enumerates their sins (v. 2-4), and the results of their 
sins (v. 5-6). Bethel (1 Kin. 12:28-29) means "House of God." Hosea calls it Beth-aven (v. 
15) which means, "house of wickedness." 

 
Mark 12:28-44 The one who truly loves God (v. 30) will love his fellow man (v. 31, cp. 1 John 

4:20-21). Jesus silenced the Pharisees and Herodians (v. 13-17), the Sadducees (v. 18-27), 
and the scribes (v. 28-34) by His wise answers. Then, Jesus puts a question to them (v. 35-
37), to which the answer would strengthen Jesus' claims. Jesus teaches the people that 
outward piousness (v. 38-39) does not make a godly person (v. 40); God looks on the 
heart and intentions (v. 41-44). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 12 
 
Hosea 5 The prophecy now turns to the leaders of the nation (the priests and kings) and their guilt 

for leading the people into idolatry. How responsible is a leader (whether a pastor, father, 
manager, or corporate president) for the actions of the people he is over? Legally, he is 
responsible for only how his personal action or inaction brought about the problem. 
Morally, he is responsible for everything he is in charge of, regardless of his personal 
actions. Unfortunately, leaders (fathers included) want the position, but shun the moral 
responsibility. 

 
Hosea 6 "Two days...raise us up on the third day" (v. 2) probably sounds more prophetic than it 

was originally intended. In the language of the day, it meant a short period of time. The 
people will hope for a quick deliverance by an insincere or incomplete repentance (v. 1- 
3), but God will settle for nothing less than a sincere commitment to follow Him (v. 4-11 
esp. v. 6). 

 
Hosea 7 Samaria (v. 1) is the capital of Israel. Israel's sins are many: Royal drunkenness (v. 5 - 

probably during a royal birthday or similar celebration), conspiracy and assassinations (v. 
6-7), military alliances with foreign nations (v. 8-11) and turning to false gods (v. 16). 

 
Hosea 8 The enemy (v. 1) was Assyria. The "hired lovers" (v. 9) refers to the tribute Israel paid 

Assyria (2 Kin. 15:17-20). 
 
Mark 13:1-13  The disciples, basking in Jesus' triumph over His religious opposition, start looking 

over "their" kingdom (v. 1). Jesus begins to set the record straight  (v. 2-13). The physical 
kingdom of God is not yet to be. 

 
 



SEPTEMBER 13 
 
Hosea 9 The book of Hosea is not just one long prophecy. It is a collection of prophecies that 

Hosea delivered. God used several prophets and each with several prophecies to warn 
Israel (and Judah) and try to get them to repent and return to serving God. When Israel 
was conquered, many of her people went in captivity in Assyria. Some that remained later 
fled to Egypt (v. 3 cp. 2 Kin. 25:26) to escape the next world power that arose - Babylon. 
"The prophet is a fool" (v. 7) is the chiding that Hosea received from a nation blinded by 
sin and idolatry. At first (v. 10) Israel was as refreshing as grapes in the wilderness. At 
Baal-peor (v. 10 cp. Numbers 25) they played the harlot with the daughters of Moab. At 
Gilgal (v. 15) King Saul was anointed - the people wanted a man to be their king instead 
of God (1 Sam. 8:7, 10:18, 11:14 & 13:8). 

 
Hosea 10 The richer a people become (v. 1), the less they typically (doesn't have to be so) serve 

God (Matt. 19:23-26). Beth-aven (v. 5), see notes on chapter 4, September 10. Gibeah (v. 
9) refers to the horrendous sin that happened in Judges 19 - possibly the blackest era of 
Israel's history. Verse 12 is one of those verses that would be good to have posted on your 
mirror. 

 
Hosea 11 Matthew tells us the second half of verse one is prophetic of Jesus (Mt. 2:15) as well as 

historic (Ex. 2:23-25). "They" (v. 2) refers to God's prophets; "called them" refers to the 
people. Admah and Zeboiim (v. 8) were destroyed with Sodom and Gomorrah (Deut. 
29:23). 

 
Mark 13:14-37 Jesus describes the destruction of Jerusalem that occurred in 70 AD (v. 14-20). 

Whether it has a second future fulfillment (as many, but not all, prophecies do) is yet to be 
seen. Although most of us have not known about or been affected by them, false Christ’s 
(v. 21- 23) have abounded in human history. There were even some around the time of 
Jesus' ministry (Acts 5:35-37). For more commentary on verses 24-27, see Matthew 24 on 
December 7. Six times in this chapter, Jesus warns us to live our lives prepared (v. 
5,9,23,33,35 & 37). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 14 
 
Hosea 12 Israel was courting Assyria and Egypt (v. 1) to try to stay alive. "Feeds on wind" - will 

never be satisfied (cp. Eccl. 1:14) or nourished because they look to the wrong source. 
Jacob (v. 2 cp. Gen. 35:22b-26) represented all Hebrews in the Northern & Southern 
kingdoms. For the full details of verses 3 & 4, see Gen. 25:26  - 35:15. 

 
Hosea 13 "Died" (v. 1) refers to Israel's spiritual death. Israel's protector (v. 4-6) will become like a 

hungry lion, an unseen leopard and a ferocious bear (v. 7-8) all of which were displayed 
by Assyria, God's instrument of judgment. Paul quotes most of verse 14 in 1 Cor. 15:56 
and declares that Jesus made it a reality. 

 



Hosea 14 The "fruit of our lips" (v. 2) is praise to God (cp. Heb. 13:15). God reveals the future of 
Israel (v. 4-8), probably in the millennium (Rev. 20:1-3). Historically we know that after 
the 70 years of captivity to this day, Israel and Judah never again got into idol worship. 
God's plan worked. 

 
Mark 14:1-25 This chapter starts three days before the crucifixion of Jesus. The Sanhedrin was 

looking for its opportunity  (v. 1-2). Mary (sister of Martha and Lazarus) anointed Jesus 
for burial (v. 8 - this anointing was prophetic, for the custom was to do this after death, 
see John 19:40). A man carrying a pitcher of water (v. 13) would be noticeable because 
that was a woman's usual daily duty.  Rather than a supernatural sign, this was probably a 
prearranged signal to keep the location concealed from Judas. Jesus knew what was going 
to happen, but it would not happen until He was ready. He wanted time with His disciples 
without the protection of the masses. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 15 
 
2 Kin. 17 Hoshea is the last king of Israel (the Northern Kingdom). Assyria, under Tilgath-pilesar's 

son, Shalmaneser, subjugated Israel (v. 3). Hoshea tried to get Egypt to help him throw off 
the bonds of Assyria  (v.  4). It didn't happen (v. 5-6). The policy used by the Assyrians to 
keep down rebellion of conquered nations was to deport all the leaders, nobles, and 
"thinkers," as well as a majority of the general population, replacing them with people 
from other conquered nations (v. 24). This accomplished two military objectives:  
(1.) It effectively dismantled a unified rebellion based on national pride and  
(2.) It more easily integrated all conquered people into Assyrian society.  

The result of this practice in Israel was the "despised Samaritans." They were half-
breed Jews in Jesus' day (Luke 10:33, John 4:9) who had a religious culture that was a 
hybrid of Judaism  (v. 27-28) and paganism (v. 29-41). 

 
2 Kin. 18 Hezekiah was one of Judah's best kings. The people had started worshipping the bronze 

serpent (Num. 21:8,9) so Hezekiah destroyed it. He declared it Nehushtan - merely a hunk 
of bronze. His rebellion against Assyria (v. 7) was not successful at first (v. 13-16). They 
suffered loss of cities, men, weapons, and wealth. Then Sennacherib, Shalmaneser's 
grandson, returns to destroy Jerusalem and carry them away as he did Israel. He starts by 
trying to destroy Judah's morale and hope (v. 19-35). 

 
Mark 14:26-50 Jesus told the disciples several times to go to Galilee (their home region - north of 

Jerusalem) after He was crucified (v. 28 cp. Matt. 28.10). The kiss (v. 44) was to make 
certain that there were no mistakes made when someone was grabbed in the garden of 
Gethsemane late at night. They couldn't arrest Him in the temple because the masses 
would not have allowed this to take place (v. 1,2). 

 
 



SEPTEMBER 16 
 
2 Kin. 19 King Hezekiah desperately seeks God (v. 1-5). I am quite sure that Judah's army is afraid 

and is considering giving up (18:31-32). Isaiah (v. 2,5,6) is the writer of the book of 
Isaiah. The rumor (v. 7) was that Tirhakah, king of Cush (Ethiopia, south of Egypt) was 
attacking the Assyrian armies twenty miles southwest of Jerusalem (v. 8-9). The rumor 
was true. Rabshakeh, knowing that the attack on Jerusalem will have to wait, sends a final 
threat (v. 9-13). Hezekiah knows that he isn't out of hot water yet (v. 14-19). God tells 
Hezekiah that the Assyrians will not prevail (v. 20-34). God stops the Assyrians cold (v. 
35).  Sennacherib returns home and is assassinated (v. 37 - cp. v. 7). 

 
2 Kin. 20 "In those days..." (v. 1) means during the time of chapter 19 when he was having trouble 

with Assyria (cp. v. 6). The delegation from Babylon came for two reasons: (1.) to find 
out about the phenomena of the shadows going backwards (2 Chron. 32:31 cp. v. 10-11) 
and (2.) to try to enlist Judah as an ally against Assyria. Babylon will become the next 
major power and it is they who will destroy Jerusalem (v. 17-18 cp. 24:10-14). 

 
Mark 14:51-72 The young man (v. 51) is believed to be Mark (John Mark) himself - the writer of 

this gospel. If not, the narration serves no purpose. The council (v. 55) had to get at least 
two witnesses to agree on a charge (Deut. 17:6) or it was invalid (v. 55-59); or they had to 
obtain an admission of "guilt" from the accused (v. 60-64). Jesus claimed to be God (v. 62 
- "I AM") and the council  (Sanhedrin) knew it  (v.  63-64). Don't let anyone reduce Jesus 
to being merely a prophet or a great teacher. He said He was God! Either He was and is 
God or He was a liar or a lunatic. Liars and lunatics are not great prophets and teachers. 
Galileans (v. 70) had noticeable speech differences - in accent and pronunciation. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 17 
 
Isaiah 1 Isaiah was a prophet sent to the Southern kingdom of Judah. He prophesied for about 40 

years (not continually) during the reign of Uzziah (v. 1, also known as Azariah, 2 Kings 
15:1) through Jotham and Ahaz's and Hezekiah's reign (2 Kings 20:21). Israel, the 
Northern Kingdom was destroyed during the reign of King Ahaz (2 Kings 17:1-6). The 
sins of Judah were nearing the sins of Israel that brought about their judgment. God sent 
Isaiah (and Joel and Micah) to call them to repentance. Assyria was already taking Judah 
apart city by city (v. 7-9).  Outward religious activities are not what God wants (v. 11- 
15). He wants true worship, which can only come from clean hearts (v. 16-18). In the 
millennial kingdom (Rev. 20: 1-7) Israel will be all God meant it to be (v. 26-29). 

 
Isaiah 2 "In the last days" (v. 2) again speaks of the millennial kingdom. Jerusalem will once again 

be the center of worship for all people and nations who worship the true God (Rev. 21:1-
3). But before the glory comes the cleansing (v. 6 - 4:1).  Under King Uzziah the nation 
experienced much prosperity (v. 7). The references to idolatry (v. 6-9) point to the time of 
King Ahaz. 

 



Isaiah 3 Jerusalem is the capital city of Judah and possibly the last stronghold against Assyria. But 
it will be overthrown  (v. 1-15). King Manasseh was only 12 (2 Kings 21:1) when he 
ascended to the throne (v. 4). The ladies of means (v. 16-26) will be brought low. 

 
Mark 15:1-26 Because of Roman occupation, the Sanhedrin could not carry out a death verdict. 

The Roman government, represented by Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea, did not 
consider Jewish religious problems any of his concern, so the Sanhedrin had to change the 
charge from blasphemy (worthy of death under Jewish religious law) to treason (worthy 
of death under Roman Law - v. 1-4 cp. v. 10). For Barabbas' story, see Luke 23 - March 
26. Cyrene (v. 21) was a Jewish settlement in North Africa. He was either in Jerusalem for 
Passover (many Jews from around the world came) or he now lived in Jerusalem. Because 
of the mention of Rufus (v. 21) as a point of reference, it is probable that Rufus and 
Alexander were well known to the readers. There is a Rufus mentioned in Romans 16:13. 
Jesus was crucified at 9 AM (v. 25). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 18 
 
Isaiah 4 Verse one actually concludes chapter 3. The shortage of men is the result of so many 

deaths in the battle (3:25). The "reproach" (v. 1) is that of being childless; not raising 
children to serve God, protect their country or take care of their mothers. "In that day" (v. 
2-6) is talking again of the millennium, but hints at events that lead up to it. "Branch of 
the Lord" was the Messiah Who was to arise out of "the stem of Jesse" (11:1 cp. 1 Sam. 
16:10-13) and sit on the throne of David (2 Sam. 7:13). 

 
Isaiah 5 The imagery of a vineyard is often used for Israel (v. 1-7 cp. Ps. 80:8-19 and Matt. 21:33-

45). God did everything for it, but it did not produce. There are six areas that God declares 
"Woe to those who..." Match them up: 

 
____ 1.) Verses 8-10    A.) Pride 
____ 2.) Verses 11-12   B.) Drunken Judges 
____ 3.) Verses 18-19   C.) Land-grabbers 
____ 4.) Verse 20    D.) Blasphemy 
____ 5.) Verse 21    E.) Ungodly moral teachers 
____ 6.) Verses 22-23   F.) Drunkenness 
 
Isaiah 6 Uzziah died a leper (2 Chronicles 26:16-21). Seraphim (v. 2) are a class of angels second 

only to the Cherubim (see Ez. 1 - November 19). This is the only place Seraphim are 
mentioned. Their duty is to praise Jehovah's holiness and power (v. 3) and as a special 
envoy between heaven and earth (v. 6-7). Their appearance is described in verses 2 & 6. 
Remember the tabernacle (Ex. 25:9, 27:1, 30:1)?  It was a copy of what God has in 
heaven (Heb. 8:5 & Ex. 25:40) so the altar (v. 6) was either the altar of incense or the altar 
of burnt offering. For more on the heavenly tabernacle, see Rev. 1 - October 11. "Us" (v. 
8) is an Old Testament inference to the Trinity - cp. Gen. 1:26. Jesus quoted parts of 
verses 9 & 10 (Matt. 13:14-15). Isaiah, though not believed by the people of Judah (v. 9 & 
10) was told to keep warning until Judah was totally destroyed (v. 11-13). 



 
Mark 15:27-47  The mocking in verse 31 is, in reality, a very true statement. That is what the 

prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane was all about. If Jesus was going to save others, He 
could not save Himself. Mark leaves out the one thief repenting (Luke 23:39-43) because 
that was not key to what Mark was wanting to tell. At noon (v. 33), the land became dark. 
This darkness was not a natural eclipse. It may have been an extremely heavy cloud cover 
(no rain is mentioned) or a supernatural wonder. "Eloi, Eloi, Lama Sabachthani" (v. 34) is 
in the Chaldean tongue, which recent scholars suggest may have been Jesus' native 
language. Obviously the readers didn't speak Chaldean, or Mark would not have translated 
it (v. 34). It is left in Chaldean because the event would lose its meaning if we didn't see 
why they thought Jesus was calling for Elijah (v. 35-36). The veil (v. 38) will be discussed 
in Matthew 27 on December 15. Pilate was surprised that Jesus was already dead (v. 44-
45), but had he not died when he did, they would have broken His legs to hurry death 
along (see John 19:31-33,36). Mary Magdalene saw where Joseph took Jesus (v. 47) - no 
one can theorize that she went to the wrong tomb on Resurrection Morning. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 19 
 
Isaiah 7 The background of this chapter is found in 2 Kings 16 - September 9. Go back and read 

verses 5-9 and the commentary. This chapter adds more detail. When talking to Isaiah (v. 
12), Ahaz put on a godly act, but in his heart, he already had decided to hire Assyria to 
help him instead of trusting God. Isaiah prophesies that the Assyrians will turn on them 
(v. 17-25). The prophecy of the virgin (v. 14) had its immediate fulfillment in that a 
woman, who was a virgin at that time, would get married (probably to Isaiah  - 8:3 & 18) 
and have a son. Before that son reached the age of 12, his bar mitzvah, Aram and Israel 
would be destroyed (v. 16). Matthew tells us (Matt. 1:23) that its second, more complete 
fulfillment was in Jesus Christ. 

 
Isaiah 8 Isaiah's second son (v. 3) would not even be talking when Aram (also called Syria - 

Damascus was the capital) and Israel (Samaria was the capital) were destroyed (v. 4). 
Judah survived over 100 years longer than Israel. Shiloah (v. 6) was a spring in Jerusalem 
(cp. Jn. 9:6 - January 18). Verses 12 -14 should be your meditation verses for today. 

 
Isaiah 9 Zebulun and Naphtali (v. 1) were the names of the tribes (Gen. 49:13,21) that settled in 

northern Israel. They were among the first areas of Israel to fall to Assyria (2 Kin. 15:29). 
In New Testament times it was called Galilee (v. 2 cp. Matt 4:15-16). The battle of 
Midian occurred in Judges 7:22-25 (April 17). Verses 7 & 8 are prophetic about Jesus. He 
was both a child born of the Virgin Mary and the Son of God given. Verses 8-21 describe 
the fall of Israel. It is because of their unyielding pride (v. 9) that the destruction will be 
complete (v. 14-17) and cruel (v. 18-20). 

 
Mark 16   It was too late to anoint Jesus for burial after He died (the Sabbath starts at sunset on 

Friday), so the women came as soon as they could - early Sunday morning (v. 1-2). For 
His appearance to Mary (v. 9), see John 20:11-17. For His appearance to the two disciples 
(v. 11), see Luke 24:13-32. The challenge often put upon the authority of verses 16-18 



falls silent when it is realized that every statement is confirmed by Bible history, except 
the drinking of any deadly thing, which has been experienced (not practiced) by several in 
church history. Find an example, or another similar promise, of the other four promises 
given in this passage (they are in there!). 

 
1.) Believers casting out demons in Jesus' name: ________________________ 
2.) Believers speaking with new tongues: ______________________________ 
3.) Believers picking up serpents and not dying (We are not told to do this, merely that we 
can believe God for protection when medical help is unavailable):  
________________________________________ 
4.) Believers will lay hands on the sick and they shall recover: ______________. 

Every fact is established by two or three witnesses. 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 20 
 
Isaiah 10  The first four verses complete the prophecy started in 9:8. Assyria (v. 5), although the 

instrument of God's wrath against Israel, will not go unpunished for its atrocities (v.5-34). 
The fall of Assyria would not occur for almost 100 years. It would be destroyed by 
Babylon who also conquered the Southern Kingdom of Judah (2 Kin. 24). The problem 
with Assyria is that God sent it to subject Israel (v. 6) but their cruelty was uncalled for (v. 
7). God is never distracted from His purpose - to raise up a people who will trust Him and 
worship Him (v. 21-22) instead of themselves or idols. All the cities mentioned in verses 
28-32 are ones conquered by Assyria. 

 
Isaiah 11 After all who are leaders are cut down (11:33-34) and the people humbled, a new shoot 

will spring forth (v. 1). Jesse (v. 1) was King David's father. This shoot (Jesus) will grow 
into a branch and bear fruit (v. 2-5). The wolf (not the lion) will dwell with the lamb (v. 6) 
in the coming kingdom. Verses 6-10 describe the complete harmony that we will 
experience in the future kingdom. The "second time" (v. 11) refers to the gathering of 
Jews from all over the earth into Israel that we are seeing today. The "first" time is 
recorded in Ezra 1 (December 17). 

 
Isaiah 12 These six verses could be called the Psalm of Isaiah. It is based on the promise of a 

restored Israel in the finale of God's plan. 
 
I Peter 1 The "aliens" (v. 1) were not displaced refugees, but believers who Peter reminds are 

citizens of heaven (Phil. 3:20). Rome had not yet come against Christianity (with the 
resulting cruelties) so the trials (v. 6) were probably social pressure (slander, 
misunderstanding, and ostracism) from a pagan society. To "gird up" (v. 13) is to 
eliminate all distractions so you can accomplish what is really important. 

 
 



SEPTEMBER 21 
 
Isaiah 13 God's disappointment and anger with Israel and Judah do not cloud His righteous 

perspective. Judgment may BEGIN with the house of God (1 Pet. 4:17) but it will also fall 
on all who do not call on God. Babylon - which was not even a major power yet - would 
eventually destroy the Assyrian Empire. Their sins would cause God to raise up another 
(v. 2-7, the Medeo-Persian Empire - v. 17 cp. Dan. 5:30-31, Nov. 15) to destroy Babylon - 
also referred to as Chaldea. 

 
Isaiah 14 Israel, although in captivity, will survive not only the Assyrian and Babylonian Empire, 

but also the Medeo-Persian Empire and then return to Israel. The taunting of the king of 
Babylon (v. 4-11) is not to be applied to a single man, but to the entire dynasty and social, 
economic and political system. That system was backed by Satan. Verses 12-17 look at 
the spiritual force behind Babylon  (modern Iraq) and describe to us the rebellion of 
Lucifer (Satan). It is assumed by many that Lucifer was an archangel (more on that in Ez. 
28 - Nov. 29) as are Michael (Dan. 10:13, 21; Jude 9) and possibly Gabriel (Dan. 8:16, 
9:21; Luke 1:19, 26). Only Michael is ever identified as such (Jude 9). Lucifer wanted to 
be worshiped as God - thus Satanic and idol worship were birthed. There are five things 
Satan desired ("I will" - v. 13-14). What are they? “I WILL . . . 
1.) . . . Ascend to heaven" - never to return to normal duty 
2.) . . . Raise my throne above the Stars of God" - symbolic of angels (his peers) 
3.) . . . Sit on the mount of assembly” - There was a "Council" of Babylonian gods who 
supposedly ruled the universe - 
4.) . . . Ascend above the heights of the Clouds” - cp. 19:1 
5.) . . . (You're on your own on this one.) “___________________________ 

Verse 18 18-23 goes back to human ruler of Babylon. Then Assyria v. 24-27) and 
Philistia (v. 28-32) are put on notice. 

 
Isaiah 15 Moab will be chastised by Assyria. Moab, among numerous other things, is the nation 

that hired Balaam to curse Israel (Numbers 22). 
 
I Peter 2 The word of God is food to the reborn human spirit. It is described as milk (v. 2 cp. I Cor. 

3:2) and solid food (Hebrews 5:12-14). The rock (I Cor. 10:4), Jesus Christ, is described 
as living (v. 4), choice cornerstone (v. 6), rejected (v. 7) and causing stumbling and 
offense (v. 8). You should recognize verse 10 from Hosea 1 and 2 (you read it on 
September 10). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 22 
 
Isaiah 16 The prophecy against Moab continues. They deceptively ask for Judah to protect them 

(v. 1-5). Judah will not (v. 6-7). This will come to pass in no more than three years (v. 14). 
A hireling works no longer than he has to and will shave off any time he can. 

 
Isaiah 17 This prophecy refers to the events in II Kings 16. Damascus (v. 1, capital of Aram or 

Syria) and Ephraim and Jacob (v. 3-4, Israel) attacked Judah to try to force King Ahaz to 



join them against Assyria. King Ahaz hires the Assyrians to help him instead of turning to 
God (Is. 7). Assyria took Damascus, killed King Rezin and ten years later took Samaria 
(the capital of Israel) and deported many of its people (v. 4-6). 

 
Isaiah 18 Cush (v. 1, Ethiopia) had a powerful king that God used to distract Rabshakeh (the 

Assyrian commander) from conquering Jerusalem (II Kings 19:8-9). This is not a 
prophecy of judgment on Cush but a call to battle  (v. 2-3), a prophecy of God's 
deliverance (v. 4-6 cp.  II Kings 19:35) and Cush's gifts of gratitude to the Lord of hosts 
(v. 7). 

 
I Peter  3 Those whom you live with are more easily converted by seeing the reality of a changed 

life than hearing the promise of one (v. 1-4). Peter doesn't prohibit jewelry anymore than 
he prohibits clothes (v. 3). He espouses moderation.  Human beings are not big on 
moderating any behavior - they typically want all or nothing. "Lord" (v. 6) is the same 
word used throughout most of the New Testament. It is a fairly common term. It is a 
common address to an owner (Mt. 20:8) a father (Mt  21:30), a husband (v.  6), an angel 
(Acts 10:4), a King (Acts 25:26), a ruler (Mt. 27:63) and a stranger (Jn. 12:21). As you 
can tell, Sarah was not calling Abraham "God" but respected him and his position in the 
family.  Husbands (v. 7) have the responsibility to understand and honor their wives. To 
not do so will hinder the prayers of the husband. This is because the degree of authority 
possessed depends on obedience to the one who gave the authority (see Luke 7:8 - 
February 21). When Jesus died on the cross, He descended (Eph. 4:9) into the heart of the 
earth (Matt. 12:40) for three days. What happened there is unknown except for verse 19. 
Jesus' proclamation (v. 19) was a declaration of the goodness of God and His triumph 
over sin to the spirits of the disobedient men of Noah's day (Gen. 6:1-7). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 23 
 
Isaiah 19 Egypt, on the other hand was going to have to deal with internal rebellion (v. 2) and then 

be defeated at the hands of Assyria (v. 4). Egypt will experience a severe drought  (v. 5-
8), economic collapse (v. 9) and loss of leadership (v. 10). God will confuse the wise men 
of Egypt  (v. 11-14). Many Jews went to Egypt  (v. 18-22) after the fall of Jerusalem (Jer. 
42-43). The worship of the true God will spread. In Jesus' day, there were three areas of 
large Hebrew population - Egypt, Palestine, and Mesopotamia (v. 23-25) with connecting 
highways (v. 23). 

 
Isaiah 20 Isaiah was to give a "living prophecy" to discourage Judah from expecting (or even 

asking) Egypt and Cush to help out against Assyria the next time they attack. Because 
God used them the first time, Judah's trust went to them instead of God (Is. 18). Naked (v. 
2) is without outer clothing, dressed in loincloth only (as a slave would be). 

 
Isaiah 21 The "wilderness of the sea" (v. 1) is Babylon (cp. 13:20-22 & 14:23). The destruction of 

Babylon (v. 1-10) will be the symbol of the final battle at the end of the tribulation period, 
which crushes all who oppose God (Rev. 14:8, 18:2). Elam (v. 2) is Persia. The Medes (v. 
2) and the Persians are who defeated Babylon around 538 BC (Daniel 5). There is 



temporary peace in Edom (v. 11-12) - a region south and east of Judah. Seir (v. 11) is just 
another name for Edom. Dedan (v. 13) and Kedar (v. 17) were major Arabian tribes. 
Tema (v. 14) was an oasis town. They will be invaded within the year (v. 16 - "in a year 
as a hired man would count it" cp. 16:14). 

 
I Peter 4 In every society and in every era, the conflict between God and Satan, good and evil will 

be evident in the lives of people (v. 1-6). "Preached...to even...dead" refers to Christians 
who, although alive in spirit by reason of the new birth, have experienced physical death 
(physical death being an enemy not conquered until Rev. 21:4). How should a Christian 
live in the midst of an evil world (v. 7-11)? How should Christians react when people 
criticize, misunderstand or slander (v. 12-19)? 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 24 
 
Isaiah 22 Valley of vision (v. 1) is Jerusalem, an area of many mountains and valleys - or possibly 

refers to either Isaiah's numerous visions while living in Jerusalem or the fact that God 
chose to have the temple there as a place to reveal Himself. This foretells the destruction 
of Jerusalem. They did all they could to defend themselves EXCEPT call on God (v. 8-
11). Shebna (v. 15) had already lost his position as head of the royal household to Eliakim 
(v. 20) by the events of II Kings 18 (v. 18). So this prophecy can be dated previous to that 
attack by Assyria. 

 
Isaiah 23 Tyre was a large city in Syria (north of Israel, on the Mediterranean Sea coast). It was a 

very rich city that made much of its money in shipping the grain of Egypt around the 
world. The ships of Tyre went as far as the English Channel and the Indian Ocean. Tyre's 
wealth was its god (v. 8). Although Syria was beaten by Assyria shortly before Israel fell 
to Assyria (II Kings 16), Tyre was not fully destroyed until Babylon (in the land of the 
Chaldeans - v. 13) rose to power. 

 
I Peter 5 Christian leaders are to be different from worldly leaders (Matt. 20:25-28). Those who 

submit to a Christian leader should do so voluntarily, with no compulsion or other force 
(v. 2). Leaders need to continually check their hearts  (v. 2-3). The Christian life is one of 
honoring those God has truly called and subjecting one's self to those you trust (v. 5-6). If 
we are told to resist the devil (v. 9), then it must do some good. Anytime you go into 
spiritual warfare expecting to lose - you will. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 25 
 
Isaiah 24 Now, Isaiah's prophecies turn from judgment on the nations around Israel and Judah to 

His righteous judgment on the whole earth. Jesus spoke of this same coming judgment in 
Matthew 24. The coming judgment will not respect social or financial status (v. 2-3). 
There will be no pleasure to be found in it (v. 7-13). This is the tribulation period. The 
host of heaven (v. 21) refers to the angels who rebelled with Lucifer. 

 



Isaiah 25 After the tribulation Isaiah tells of the glorious victory and the world to come (chapters 
25-27). The city (v. 2) is Babylon (cp. Isaiah 21 - Sept. 22). The absolute joy and 
celebration of God's people is described in verses 6-12. 

 
Isaiah 26 This is a song that the redeemed will sing at that time (v. 1). As you read this song, 

realize that much of the first 13 verses are true today to those who have been born again. 
Verse 19 is another revelation of the bodily resurrection of believers (not just spiritual 
resurrection - for more information, see I Cor. 15). 

 
II Peter 1 God's purpose for us is to become more and more like Him (v. 4 cp. I Peter 1:16). List 

the eight "steps" of maturity given in verses 5-7. 
 

1.) Faith 
2.)      3.) 
4.)      5.) 
6.)      7.) 

8.) Love (agape) 
 
Tradition tells us that Peter died (v. 14) in Rome crucified upside-down during 

Nero's persecution. Peter makes reference to the transfiguration (Mark v. 17-18 cp. Mark 
9:2-7). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 26 
 

Isaiah 27 Leviathan (v. 1) represents the enemies of God on earth. The dragon (v. 1) represents the 
final judgment on Satan. Now, the unproductive vineyard (Isaiah 5) becomes the object of 
God's love and protection (v. 2-6). The chastening of Israel and Judah through Assyria 
and Babylon was to cause them to forever put away idolatry (v. 9). This may surprise you, 
but it worked. After their return from captivity (which started after the Medes and 
Persians conquered Babylon and let them go home) they never again embraced any idol. 

 
Isaiah 28 Now Isaiah's prophecies return to the sin and rebellion displayed in his day. Ephraim (v. 

1) was the chief tribe of the northern kingdom (Israel). The "strong and mighty agent"  (v. 
2) was Assyria who defeated Samaria (the capital city of Israel) after a 3-year siege. 
Assyria was not able to conquer Jerusalem though  (v. 5-6). Because Israel wouldn't listen 
to Isaiah, God will speak to Israel through a foreign language (v. 11 - Assyria). God tried 
to direct them to rest in Him (v. 12), but they would not listen. The stone (v. 16) is God's 
promise to David (a coming Messiah from his lineage). Just as a farmer uses the right 
tools at the right time to produce a crop (v. 23-28), so also God will use the right 
judgments and instruments to accomplish His goals (v. 29). 

 
II Peter 2 False teachers, if they were not able to deceive, would pose no problem to the Body of 

Christ. But the fact that Peter warns against them (v. 1) should tell us that we need to 
know what the Bible declares as true (v. 1-3). God has proven His ability to distinguish 
between the righteous and the ungodly (v. 4-10). The "way of Balaam" (v. 15-16) is 



explained more fully in Numbers 22 - March 8. Backsliders (almost) always return to 
former sins, not start new ones (v. 19-22). Remember, your greatest weaknesses are the 
ones that you have already indulged in. 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 27 
 
Isaiah 29 As the last chapter spoke to Israel, this chapter speaks to Judah (Ariel - v. 1 - means 

"Lion of God", another name for Jerusalem). Assyria did this (v. 3) around 700 BC. But, 
like a dream (v. 7), Assyria's threat vanished in a moment (II Kings 19:34-37).  The 
people gave God good lip service, but it was not really in their hearts (v. 13 cp. Mk. 7:6). 

 
Isaiah 30 The leaders of Judah didn't think God could save them from Assyria, so they made an 

alliance with Egypt (v.  1 cp. 29:15-16). When Assyria did attack Judah, Egypt did not 
help (v. 7 - Rahab is not Rahab the harlot - Joshua 1:2  - but a name symbolizing Egypt). 
It is God who delivered Judah (II Kings 19:34-37) but only after much loss of land and 
cities of Judah had already taken place (v. 9-14). God usually follows a declaration of 
judgment with a declaration of its purpose - the future kingdom (v. 18-26). Topheth (v. 
33) means "a burning place." It was a valley on the southwest corner of Jerusalem. In the 
past, children were sacrificed there to the god, Molech (the king - v. 33). In New 
Testament times it was the city dump and was named Gehenna, it was continually burning 
and stinking. Jesus used it to describe hell (Mark 9:48). 

 
II Peter 3 Jesus is coming again. Mockers and sinners cannot stop Him (v. 3-7). God will use the 

timing of Jesus' return for His benefit (v. 9 - cp. Matt. 24:14). His second coming will not 
be as an infant in an obscure stable, but as Lord of Lord's and King of Kings (v. 10-14 cp. 
Rev. 19:11-16). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 28 
 
Isaiah 31 Continues from Chapter 30 on the futility of courting an alliance with Egypt. God will 

defend His people as a bird protects its nest (v. 5). Chapters 30 & 31 find their fulfillment 
in the defeat of Assyria in II  Kings 19:34-37. 

 
Isaiah 32 In time, a perfect ruler will reign (v. 1-8 Jesus Christ). But, because of the rebellious, 

idolatrous, stiff-necked people (v. 9-14) the time is not right for the Promise of David to 
come. But, when He does (v. 15- 20) all will be made right (in the millennium - Rev. 
20:1-6). 

 
Isaiah 33 This prophecy also deals with God's victory in II Kings 19. Destroyer (v. 1) is 

Sennacherib, king of Assyria. The spoil (v. 4) is what the Assyrians left behind  (II Kings 
19:35-36). God never changes. Even today, those who trust in Him will not be shaken by 
local, national or world events (v. 2-6 and 15-16). When God protects a city (or a person), 
it is protected (v. 17-24). 

 



James 1 The writer of this epistle is thought to be the eldest (half) brother of Jesus (Matt. 13:55, 
Gal. 1:19). He was the leader of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 15:13).  This is called a 
"General Epistle" because it was not written to a specific person or locality. James packs a 
lot in a short letter. Chapter 1 deals with testing of your faith (v. 2-4), wisdom (v. 5), faith 
(v. 6-8), attitudes toward earthly wealth (v. 9-11), fleshly temptations  (v. 13-16), anger 
(v. 19-20) and obedience versus lip service to the Word of God (v. 21-27). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 29 
 
Isaiah 34 Isaiah's prophecies again turn to the final judgment of all the nations at the end of the 

age. Edom (v. 4) is another name for Esau (Gen. 25:30), Israel's (Jacob's) reprobate 
brother. Edom is the example of God's wrath. Once a populous area, it is now desolate and 
inhabited mainly by wild animals (v. 10-15). The words  "desolation" and "emptiness" (v. 
11) are the same words used in Genesis 1:2 (formless & void). That is desolate. 

 
Isaiah 35 After the judgment of the nations (chapter 34 cp. Rev. 19:15) will come the millennium 

(chapter 35). 
 
Isaiah 36 Several years after the prophecies about Assyria were given, Sennacherib does what God 

said he would do. This is Isaiah's record of what happened. It agrees with the record of II 
Kings 18:13-37 (cp. Sept. 14). 

 
James 2 Martin Luther (who restored the truth of salvation by faith in the early 1500's) was among 

those who doubted the inspiration of the Book of James because of James' discussion of 
faith and works (v. 14-26). On the surface it appears pharisaic and contrary to the teaching 
of Paul (Rom. 4:1- 3). But, just below the surface is a complimentary truth, not a 
contradictory one. A perversion of Paul's revelation is "words without the heart." This is 
similar to the Old Testament Jews giving offerings to God without their heart devotion. 
Praying a prayer does not bring one salvation. A prayer of dedication that originates from 
the heart brings salvation. Unfortunately a saved soul cannot be seen with the physical 
eye. But a saved soul cannot help but reveal the dedication of the heart through works (not 
works of the Law, works of love). 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 30 
 
Isaiah 37 Isaiah's record of II Kings 19. It is virtually, word for word, the same (cp. September 15). 
 
Isaiah 38 Verses 1-8 & 21-22 is a slightly shortened version of II Kings 20:1-11 (cp. September 

15). Verses 9-20 are not found anywhere else in the Bible.  Hezekiah's sickness was 
fifteen years before his death. God's deliverance of Judah from Assyria was yet to happen 
(v. 6). Putting this narrative after the defeat of Assyria may be to lead in to the next 
section of prophecies in Isaiah in which Babylon is the world power, not Assyria. 

 



James 3 An inordinate number of people want to have "center-stage" in spiritual things as well as 
in business, community and political arenas. James warns us to not treat the things of God 
as common (v. 1-4) or of little effect or value. The tongue (v.  5-12), contrary to nature (v. 
11-12) is capable of either great blessing or devastating cursing. How you use it will 
determine your "course of life" (v. 6). 

 
 



OCTOBER 1 
 
Isaiah 39 Babylon's delegation to Jerusalem may have triggered Assyria's second (and final) attack 

on Jerusalem. Babylon had broken Assyria's power over them around 625 BC and 
Sennacherib did not want Judah to ally with Babylon. This is the same story as found in II 
Kings 20:12-19. 

 
Isaiah 40 Some have tried to compare the 66 chapters of Isaiah to the 66 Books of the Bible. The 

Old Testament has 39 books, so Isaiah 40 would compare to the first book (Matthew) of 
the New Testament. Whether there is any validity to that or not, chapters 40-66 speak 
mainly of the wonderful future as opposed to the first 39 chapters dwelling mainly on 
judgment. Judah had not yet gone into exile, but it was clear that they were headed that 
way. Isaiah now tells of what would come after the sins were forgiven and they would 
return to their homeland. Verses 3-5 have a double meaning: (1) the Jews' 900 mile return 
trip from Babylon and (2) the ministry of John the Baptist (Luke 3:4-6). God's word 
(prophecy or promise) will come to pass (v. 6-8). Jesus is pictured as the shepherd of the 
church (v. 11). Verses 12-26 put God, nations, people and the universe in perspective. 
Those who wholly walk with God have a youthfulness inside that cannot be hindered by 
physical age or condition (v. 29-31). 

 
James 4 James deals with motives and prayer (v.1-6). They are inseparable. A "right" prayer will 

not be answered if it is laced with selfish or greedy motives (e.g. you can pray "the Lord 
of the harvest send out laborers into the harvest" Lk. 10:2 and you can't get much more 
scriptural in your praying than that. But if your motive is to get Mr. Moneybags saved so 
that he will give you some, or to brag about how many people YOU saved, you are 
praying amiss).  Notice (v.7) that resisting the devil is based on submitting yourself to 
God. 

 
 

OCTOBER 2 
 
Isaiah 41 Assyria conquered Israel (the northern kingdom). Judah (the southern kingdom) held off 

Assyria, but fell to Babylon.  This prophecy is a promise of a deliverer to deliver them 
from their bondage (Cyrus the Persian in particular, but a type of the True Deliverer of 
His people - Jesus Christ). When Cyrus was in power, he allowed all the Jews who 
wanted to go home to do so (Ezra 1:1-8). From this point in history, there again ceases to 
be a distinction between Israel and Judah. Israel has been brought low (v.14) but God will 
make them strong again (v.15 - sledge).  God will again meet their needs in the Land of 
Promise (v.17-20 cp. Ezra 1:7-11).  False gods and idols cannot accurately predict the 
future, but God declares this 150 years before it happens (v.21-26). 

 
Isaiah 42 God's servant is unmistakably Jesus Christ (v.1-17 cp. Matthew 12:18-20).  In verses 18-

25, God's servant is Israel, who was a deaf and blind servant. 
 
James 5 "Lord of the Sabaoth" (not Sabbath - v.4) is an Old Testament title. It means Lord of 

Hosts (of warrior angels).  A farmer is a good example of how we ought to display 



patience (v.7). The prophets are our example of suffering and patience (v.10) and Job is 
our example of endurance. Of the three, most of us would prefer to identify with the 
farmer but, if we walk with God for very long, we will eventually need to encourage 
ourselves with all three examples. Verse 17 is extremely insightful. We think men that 
God has called for some public service, who demonstrate God's power in some way 
(healing, miracles, prophetic, etc.), must be almost a god himself. NO, NO, a thousand 
times NO. 

 
 

OCTOBER 3 
 
Isaiah 43 Even though Israel (the nation) lived as a worthless (deaf & blind) and rebellious servant, 

God still loved her and had a plan for her. As a reward (or ransom (v.3) for the Medeo-
Persian Empire releasing Israel, God would deliver Egypt and Cush (Ethiopia) and Seba 
(the island of Meroe near the mouth of the Nile River) into the Medo-Persian Empire. The 
truths of verses 18-19 are not limited to any certain time.  It is a truth today and tomorrow, 
also. 

 
Isaiah 44 Jeshuran (v. 2 - upright one) is a term of tenderness. Verses 9-20 are an ingenious essay 

on the value of idols. We must also be on guard against "Christian idolatry".  A 
representation of a god is not a god. It is still wood, metal, paint or plastic. Christians must 
never worship a cross, a church, a Bible or any other religious symbol. Verses 21-28 are 
another prediction of their return from captivity.  This time, Cyrus is named over 100 
years before he was born. 

 
Jude Jude identifies himself as the brother of James (1:1). That would make him the youngest 

male in Mary and Joseph's household (Mt. 13:55 cp. James 1 - September 28). Jude was 
planning to write a letter to share insights and revelation he had about the salvation that 
Jesus bought (v.3).  But his plans changed when he heard of some heresy starting to be 
taught by some people  (v. 4). It is a stern and to the point letter. What you believe and 
how you live what you believe is the basis of judgment (v.5-7). Josephus, a Jewish, 
secular historian, says that God hid Moses' body lest it be made into an idol. Possibly the 
fight (v.9) was about Satan's desire to tempt Israel to make it an idol (cp. II Kings 18:4 - 
September 14).  The way of Cain (v.11) cp. Gen. 4:2-11) was a self-directed religion. The 
error of Balaam (v.11) was prophecy for hire (Num. 22 - March 15). The rebellion of 
Korah (v.11) was a rebellion against the God-ordained authority (Num. 16 - March 13). 

 
 

OCTOBER 4 
 
Isaiah 45 Cyrus entered the heavily fortified city of Babylon by diverting a river that ran through 

the city and walking under the Babylonian walls on the river bed and opening the gates 
for the rest of the attackers (v.1). Verse 7 needs to be taken in the context of the rise and 
fall of nations or erroneous understanding of God will result.  Worse than just folly, "woe 
to him" who will criticize God and thereby make himself out as wiser than God (v.9-10). 

 



Isaiah 46 Chapters 46-48 reiterate the fall of Babylon. Bel (v.1 the Babylonian equal to Baal) and 
Nebo (v.1 the god of learning) would become a burden to the Babylonians as they fled 
from the Persians (v.2). Isaiah goes to great lengths to describe the differences between 
idols (deaf, blind, burdensome, powerless, no knowledge of future) and God (hears all, 
sees all, carries the burden of his people, knows the future better then we know the past 
(v.3-11). 

 
Isaiah 47 As the sins of Babylon are listed here, remember that Babylon is also the name given in 

Rev. 17:5 to describe humanity in its rebellion against God and all that God represents. 
Babylon will be mercilessly crushed (Rev. 18:2). The sins listed are: cruelty to the aged 
(v. 6), pride (v.7-10), sorcery and magic (v.9, 12-13). 

 
I John 1 This letter, as well as II & III John, was written by the apostle John (one of the twelve 

disciples), the brother of James and the author of the Gospel of John and Revelation. John 
makes it clear that he is writing as one with first-hand knowledge of Jesus and His 
ministry (v.4).  A heresy called "Gnosticism" (from Gnosis - Greek word for knowledge) 
had started to infiltrate the church. The Greek culture, prominent throughout the Roman 
Empire, esteemed knowledge above all else. Gnosticism brought in doctrines to 
intellectualize the "foolishness" of the cross of Christ (cp. I Cor. 1:18-25). Gnostics 
declared that Jesus Christ did not have a physical body (v. 1-4), but was only a 
materialized spirit (for 33 years). They espoused that the deeds done in the body had no 
relation to the health and well being of the spirit (v. 5-10) - hence they condoned 
immorality, drunkenness and general debauchery. 

 
 

OCTOBER 5 
 
Isaiah 48 God's people were hypocritical (v.1), obstinate (v.4), idolatrous (v.5), treacherous (v.8), 

rebellious (v.8) and overall wicked (v.22) - but God loved them - just as He loves a 
wicked rebellious world (John 3:16). God wanted to predict the future so far in advance 
that no idol could get any credit (v.5-8). If the Jews don't leave Babylon when God opens 
the way (through King Cyrus' decree) they will know no peace (v.22).  Some did stay. 

 
Isaiah 49 Another Messianic prophecy. For the next several chapters (49-55) there are many 

references to God's servant. Sometimes it refers to Jesus Christ, other times to the nation 
of Israel. Which one it is, is usually pretty clear by the context. God encourages His 
people by reminding them that even when they are in captivity, He will not forget them 
(v.14-18), He will bring them back to Israel (v.19-23) and bring the sins of Israel's captors 
back on them (v.24-26). 

 
I John 2 Two areas of sin are mentioned from 1:8 -2:2. There is the sinful, rebellious, fallen nature 

of man that we inherited from Adam (1:8) and the result of that nature which leads us into 
acts of sin (1:9,10 2:1-2). Unregenerate people are called sinners because it is their nature, 
not because of their acts of sin. An unregenerate man in a coma for ten years is still a 
sinner. That's why the Bible never calls a child of God a sinner - their nature changed 
when they were born again. Even when they do sin they are not called sinners. They are 



always called saints (Romans 1:7, 8:27, I Cor. 1:2, II Cor. 1:1, Phil. 1:1, Col. 1:2). As 
saints, when we sin it should not give us pleasure but remorse. Our constant desire is to be 
more and more like Jesus (v. 3-11). Compare verse 16 to the three temptations of Jesus (v. 
3-11). Antichrist (v. 18) does not necessarily mean "against"- Christ but merely "in the 
place of" (substitute) Christ. Verse 27 does not give any Christian a license to separate 
himself from teaching. In context John is saying that the Holy Spirit will guide you into 
truth (John 16:13) if you will listen to Him instead of your head. If we truly didn't need to 
be taught the word, why did God put teachers in the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:11 cp. Acts 
13:1)? 

  
 

OCTOBER 6 
 
Isaiah 50 God did not "divorce" the twelve tribes of Israel. They played the harlot and sought after 

other gods. Isaiah preached it in Judah while Hosea lived out the drama in Israel (Hosea 1 
& 2 - September 10). The true servant (Jesus) never strayed (v. 4-9). 

 
Isaiah 51 God calls the children of Israel to remember the past (v. 1-2) because the circumstances 

of the present or the uncertainty of the future often causes men to doubt God. But when 
we encourage ourselves with God's displays of love and power of the past, we can more 
easily trust Him with the future (v. 3). Rahab (v. 9) is a mythological monster of chaos 
named to symbolize Egypt (see 30:7 - September 26). 

 
Isaiah 52 This is another call to leave Babylon when Cyrus allows it (v. 1-3). When the good news 

comes (v. 7-12) there should be joyful shouting, obedience to the word that is proclaimed, 
righteous living and confidence. Verses 13-15 start a prophecy about the coming Messiah 
that will continue through chapter 53. These verses (esp. v. 14) describe a suffering 
Messiah that the Jews of Jesus' day did not accept. They wanted only a ruler to free them 
from Rome and restore Israel to the glory it knew in King David's reign. That is how Jesus 
is coming to earth the next time. 

 
I John 3 As you read 4-10, note how often the word "practice" is used. See how the adage 

"Practice makes perfect" would apply. The Christian life is one of love and generosity (v. 
11-18). The Gnostics considered themselves spiritual and justified their sins by denying 
any relationship between man's spirit and body. In different forms of twisted logic, people 
still want to enjoy the blessings of God and the indulgences and lusts of the flesh (v. 19-
24). 

 
OCTOBER 7 

 
Isaiah 53 Continuing prophecy about the coming of a Messiah to suffer and die for our sins, 

sicknesses and sorrows (v. 3-5). As you read this chapter, see how perfectly the 
prophecies here were fulfilled in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 
Isaiah 54 This is another glimpse into the millennium. Judah, though separated from God by exile 

into Babylon, will return and once again be joined to God (v. 4-10). 



Isaiah 55 The new birth (represented by water - cp. Jn. 4:10) cannot be bought. To get it, you must 
receive it by faith in Jesus Christ. The "everlasting covenant" (v. 3) is the covenant made 
by the blood of Jesus. Verses 6-11 could easily be in the New Testament. They are 
powerful words. Read them carefully. Compare verse 9 with I Cor. 2:9-16. Compare 
verses 12-13 to Romans 8:18-22. 

 
I John 4 Gnostics denied the bodily appearance of Jesus Christ and therefore His bodily death and 

resurrection (See I John 1 - Oct. 4). This teaching would gut the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and, if true, salvation by faith would have no foundation (v. 1-3). The logic of Gnosticism 
must have made some sense to the mind  (v. 5-6) but it would lead to spiritual shipwreck. 
Those who are wrapped up in intellectual pursuits without the benefit of the Holy Spirit 
cannot love others (v. 7-21), for love does not make sense to the unregenerate mind. 

 
 

OCTOBER 8 
 
Isaiah 56 This is a definitive Old Testament statement that the kingdom of God is to be open to 

everyone (v. 3-8). Eunuchs (v. 3) were not allowed in the temple by the Law of Moses 
(Dt. 23:1). But, not everyone will be wise enough to recognize the opportunity when it 
comes (v. 9-12). 

 
Isaiah 57 God continues to rebuke the sin of His people; apathy (v. 1), sorcery and immorality (v. 

3), pagan sexual rites and child sacrifices (v. 5). He then tells the remnant (those who do 
love Him) that they are not forgotten (v. 15). The wicked will experience the fruit of 
wickedness (v. 20-21). 

 
Isaiah 58 The people (leaders and followers alike) are outwardly very religious, but they truly love 

no one or no thing but themselves. If they will love and care about others (v. 6-7 cp. I Jn. 
4:20), God's blessing will flow (v. 8-14). 

 
I John 5 To counter the appeal of Gnosticism to the minds of John's hearers, he often refers to what 

we "KNOW" about God and Jesus (2:3,5; 3:2,14,19,24; 4:13, 5:2, 13,15,19, 20). It is a 
wise practice when you are unsure about something, go back to what you know to be 
unshakable truth and use that to judge the rest. Remember the law of testimony? Let every 
fact be established by two or three witnesses (v. 6-10). Jesus came in the flesh and three 
witnesses can prove it:   
(1.) The Holy Spirit - bears witness with our spirit of the truth of the gospel (v. 7) 
(2.) Water - refers to either His birth or His baptism (Mary or John the Baptist attested to 

His physical existence)   
(3.) Blood - a spirit wouldn't have bled on the cross (all who saw Him bleed on the cross - 

friends and enemies - confirmed His physical existence). 
Why did John write this letter? (v. 13) _________________________________ 

 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
            _________________________________________________________________ 



OCTOBER 9 
 
Isaiah 59 As Isaiah starts prophesying again about Israel's sins, it might help you to realize that 

Isaiah is a collection of prophecies spoken over a number of years (1:1), not a book with 
an on-going plot or theme. God didn't just declare judgment once and forget it. He said it 
over and over through several prophets both making sure it was heard by all and hoping 
that the people would respond before it was too late. God (through Isaiah) again names 
their sins (v. 1-8), the people (or maybe just Isaiah) respond with confession (v. 9-15) and 
God responds with promising a mediator (Jesus Christ, v. 16-20). 

 
Isaiah 60 This chapter again describes the millennial kingdom, the hope of the faithful of Israel. 

Midian, Ephah, Sheba (v. 6) and Kedar (v. 7) are all places or tribes in Arabia. This 
chapter goes into great detail in describing the glory of the millennial kingdom. 

 
Isaiah 61 Jesus said the first verse and part of verse 2 was about Him (Lk. 4:18-21). The day of 

vengeance (v. 2) and verse 3 is to take place at Jesus' second appearance. God will have a 
kingdom of priests (I Peter 2:9), a holy people (v. 4-9). 

 
II John John refers to himself as "the elder" (v. 1). The word elder can mean either an office in the 

church (Acts 11:30) or a person upwards in age. Both would describe John. He is 
probably the only one of the original twelve disciples still alive (cp. John 21:20-24). The 
chosen lady (v. 1) is either an individual or a local church. Which one it is, is still being 
debated. The message of this letter is not altered by either opinion. It is a message of love 
(v. 5-6) and a warning to use wisdom on what you allow into your house and your head 
(v. 7-11). Love does not demand a person to endanger their soul. 

 
 

OCTOBER 10 
 
Isaiah 62 God will not be silent about the hope that is within Him (and neither should we - Col. 

1:27). The time is coming when the plan of God will be complete. When God's people 
will be gathered to Him (v. 4), He will bless them (v. 3) and protect them (v. 8). God has 
appointed some to continually pray for that day (v. 6-7). 

 
Isaiah 63 Bozrah (v. 1) is the capital of Edom. Edom had aligned itself with Babylon and helped in 

the destruction of Jerusalem (see Obadiah, December 10). Therefore, Edom represents all 
the enemies of God's people who will be destroyed before God's people can experience all 
that God has planned (v. 1- 6). As he remembers God's loving kindness, goodness, 
compassion, love and mercy (v. 7-14), Isaiah calls for God to remember and deliver them 
again (v. 15-19). 

 
Isaiah 64 The prayer started in 63:15 continues. Remember that this is prophecy. Isaiah died about 

100 years BEFORE the temple was destroyed by the Babylonians (II Kings 25:9 cp. v. 
11). 

 



III John Gaius (v. 1) was definitely an individual. He was brought up under John's ministry (v. 4) 
and was a blessing to the traveling ministers who came through (v. 5-8). Traveling 
teachers were about the only way to get messages, information and revelation from one 
area to another. By this time some false ones had started traveling and pushing their own 
agenda under the guise of Christianity (II John 7-11). This set the groundwork for 
unscrupulous local leaders to separate themselves and push their own agenda (v. 9-10). 
John uses Gaius to help get Demetrius (v. 12) into the local church to set things straight. 

 
 

OCTOBER 11 
 
Isaiah 65 Verse one speaks of the Gentiles, verse 2 of Israel (remember, now "Israel" is not just the 

northern kingdom but the entire land of the Jews). As there are often some good grapes in 
a spoiled bunch, so are there some good people among ungodly Israel (v. 8-9) and God 
will not destroy the good with the bad. Fortune and Destiny (v. 11) were pagan gods (Gad 
and Meni) to whom offerings were made. The new heavens and new earth (v. 17) follows 
the millennial kingdom (Rev. 21:1). But it is the millennial kingdom that seems to be 
described in verses 18-25. 

 
Isaiah 66 God doesn't need a temple or offerings (v. 1-3). They are for our benefit. But they are of 

no value to us either if we serve ritualistically instead of with our hearts. Israel will be 
reborn (gathered together) in one day (v. 8). That happened in l948 when the UN 
reestablished the nation of Israel. More on the millennium (v. 10-14). More on the 
judgment to take place when Jesus returns (v. 15-17). 

 
Rev. 1 Tradition tells us that Dominitian, the current Roman ruler, tried to kill John by boiling 

him in oil. But God protected him and Rome sent him off to Patmos. Probably to work in 
the quarries as a prisoner of the State. As you read v. 9-17 look at the picture of the 
tabernacle on February 22 (p. 31). John was "in the Spirit" (that is, although he was on 
earth in body, he was oblivious to his physical faculties) "on the Lord's Day (Sunday)." 
He had supernaturally entered the heavenly tabernacle that was the model for the 
tabernacle of Moses. He was fellowshipping (represented by the Table of Showbread in 
the Holy Place), when he heard a voice from behind him (v. 10). He turned around (v. 12) 
and faced SEVEN GOLDEN LAMPSTANDS with Jesus standing in the middle. After 
Jesus gives the messages to the seven churches, John sees a door (to his right, I believe) 
standing open leading into heaven (the Holy of Holies - 4:1). "Angels" are probably 
references to the pastors of the churches. That is not a reference to their character, but to 
their position. The Greek word "angel" literally means, "messenger." It is translated 
"messenger" seven times in the New Testament (Mt. 11:10, Mk. 1:2, Lk. 7:24,27, Lk. 
9:52, II Cor. 12:7, Js. 2:25). Angels wouldn't need a letter from John to find out what 
Jesus wanted them to know. 

 
 



OCTOBER 12 
 
Micah 1 While Isaiah prophesied to the leaders of Judah in Jerusalem, Micah prophesied to the 

common people of Judah. Amos and Hosea were prophesying in Israel. The kings listed 
(v. 1) reigned from II Kings 15:32 - 20:21. Don't get bored with the messages of 
judgment. You can learn a lot about God when you realize that He sent these messages 
over a period of 70 years in the Northern Kingdom and 120 years in the southern 
kingdom. They were warnings more than declarations, acts of love more than anger. 
Micah declares that Judah has copied the sins of Israel. Tell it not in Gath (v. 10) was a 
poetic proverb describing a national disaster that would cause the enemies of the nation to 
rejoice (II Sam. 1:20). The cities named in verses 11-12 are chosen because of their 
meaning more than their location - Shaphir means beauty, Zaanan means leaving, Beth-
ezel means foundation and Maroth means waiting for good. 

 
Micah 2 Judgment was coming not only because of their apostasy, but also because of the result 

that manifests when any people deny God - social injustice (v. 1- 2, 8-11). 
 
Micah 3 The rulers, who were supposed to protect the people, were the perpetrators (v. 1-4). The 

prophets, who were supposed to lead the people to God, served only themselves (v. 5-8). 
Verses 9-12 tie the rulers and prophets together as guilty. 

 
Rev. 2 The Church at EPHESUS - Verse 4 is often used to challenge us to renew our love for 

God. I want to look at another interpretation: (William Barclay Rev. 2:1-7) "Much more 
likely this means that the first fine rapture of love for the brotherhood is gone. In the first 
days the members of the Church at Ephesus had really loved each other; dissension had 
never reared its head; the heart was ready to kindle and the hand was ready to help. But 
something had gone wrong. It may well be that heresy hunting had killed love, and 
orthodoxy had been achieved at the price of fellowship. When that happens, orthodoxy 
has cost too much. All the orthodoxy in the world will never take the place of love.2

THE NICOLAITANS: 
" 

1.) Taught that meat offered to idols could be exorcised, so that it might be eaten. 
2.) Taught that one who had committed fornication might receive automatic pardon 

on the eighth day. 
3.) Taught contrary to the decisions made at the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:29). 
4.) Apparently aimed at making the Christian path in a pagan world a little smoother 

by permitting so much compromise with idolatry as would satisfy imperial and social 
requirements. 

 
SMYRNA - The letter to and the history of the church at Smyrna is one that centers 
totally on persecution. Jesus encourages them to stand fast, to be faithful. Do not waste 
your life worrying about the future or spending excessive time preparing for the unknown. 
The call of the child of God is NOT escape, NOT survival, but conquest. 

 
PERGAMUM - They did good in not renouncing their faith. 

                                                 
2 William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible Series – The Revelation of John Vol. 1 (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
1976), p. 64 



THEY ARE FAILING in: 
1.) SOME hold to the teaching of BALAAM (Numbers 22-25:1 & 31:8). 

A.) Compromising the word for personal desire 
B.) Compromising standards for friendship 
C.) Compromising the soul for fleshly entertainment 

2.) SOME hold to the teaching of the NICOLAITANS 
 

The problem was NOT that the majority believed the heresy, but that they put up 
with it. As born-again children of God, we must carefully walk the path between 
LEGALISM with its preoccupation with trivialities and LICENSE with its unrestricted 
freedom from rules and prohibitions. 

 
THYATIRA - Thyatira was historically noted for its trade guilds - unions. These unions 
would hold their big bashes in the temple or at least serve meat offered to idols at the 
banquets. These meals would turn into drunken parties and base immorality. There 
appears to have been a strong message by Jezebel that encouraged compromise with the 
world's standards in the interest of business and commercial prosperity. The motivation 
was not principal, but protecting business interests. The same action is condemned or 
allowed based, not on action, but on motive. Jesus makes the issue clear - the Christian 
cannot compromise with the world for financial gain. 

 
 

OCTOBER 13 
 
Micah 4 Micah was given almost the exact words Isaiah was (Is. 2:2-4) about the future millennial 

kingdom (v. 1-3). Micah's description goes on through verse 8. At this time Assyria will 
soon or has recently taken Samaria and the Northern Kingdom is forever gone. Soon 
Assyria will turn its attention toward Judah. Assyria will have many successful campaigns 
in Judah, but will fail to take Jerusalem. Babylon, who will conquer Judah in about 100 
years (v. 9-13), is at this time merely a subjugated vassal-state Assyria. This is evidence 
of the divine origin of this prophecy. 

 
Micah 5 The first time Babylon defeats Jerusalem they will set up a "puppet-king" (Zedekiah - II 

Kings 24:17 - see October 18) to rule Judah under Babylon's direction (v. 1). Verse two is 
prophetic of Jesus' first coming (Matthew 2:1- 6) and verse 3 of His second. The events of 
verses 4-15 are a mixture of current events, events of the near future and events of the end 
of the age. It is not uncommon for the prophets to not fully comprehend the very things 
that they were saying when speaking of the future (II Peter 1:19-21). What makes it even 
harder is that their prophecies would not necessarily even be in proper time sequence for 
time is a dimension of earth, not heaven. 

 
Rev. 3 SARDIS - Sardis was located on a mountain on which the North, East and West sides of 

the city were virtually perpendicular rock walls rising 1500 feet above the valley. The 
South side offered the only entrance to the city, but even that was hard and steep. 650 
years before this was written (549 BC), Croesus, the King of Sardis during its height of 
power, went to war against Cyrus of Persia (Ezra 1). He traveled out of his country to 



engage the armies of Cyrus and in the ensuing battle, was defeated, but not soundly. 
Croesus was not worried for he thought that all he had to do for victory was retreat to his 
impregnable city of Sardis and wait for his allies from Babylon, Egypt and Sparta. Cyrus 
the Persian though, did the unthinkable and initiated an attack on Sardis. No one had ever 
successfully attacked Sardis. After fourteen days, he offered a special reward to anyone 
who would find an entry to the city. A certain soldier led a group of men through a fault in 
the rock up to the wall. When they reached the top, they found the area completely 
unguarded. The Sardians considered themselves too safe to need a guard and so Sardis 
fell. Almost 250 years later (216 BC)(400 years before John wrote to them) Antiochus 
besieged the city to get his rival Achaeus who sought refuge in Sardis. After a year of 
unsuccessful attempts, another soldier repeated the feat of climbing through a fault in the 
rock only to find that there was no guard and Sardis once again fell to its adversary. 
Beware, that which you are the strongest in can become your weakest point, your point of 
falling. Jesus is not so impressed with how we start, but in how we finish. 

 
PHILADELPHIA - The Church is not chastised for her lack of strength (evidently due to 
causes outside their control), but commended in having made good use of what was 
available. V. 9 The Synagogue (Jewish worshippers of God but not Jesus) was denounced 
as Satanic not because they were Satan worshippers, but because they carried out Satan's 
attacks against the Christians. This is important because we need to be reminded often that 
our fight is NOT against flesh and blood, NOT against our spouses, our bosses, our 
government or our enemies. The origination of all persecution, hate, pride, power 
struggles, etc. is satanic. Philadelphia, plagued by earthquakes knew well the security 
promised by "Never again will he leave it." 

 
LAODICEA - "Hot" and "Cold" are not to be taken as spiritually fervent (hot) or a 
spiritual or moral reprobate (cold). A rank sinner has never impressed God. The point of 
reference here was well known to the people of Laodicea. This city had been founded 
based on the road system, not the water supply. - Six miles north of Laodicea was the city 
of Hierapolis, famous for its hot springs, which, rising from within the city flowed south 
across a wide plateau and just outside Laodicea, went over a cliff, that was about 300 feet 
high and a mile wide. Years of calcium carbonate deposits made it a spectacular view 
from the city of Laodicea. But the water, no longer hot and definitely not cold was useless 
for the people of Laodicea. The water that they did have was piped in from the springs of 
Denizli six miles south. Regular spring water is cool and refreshing. After traveling six 
miles in a pipe, it no longer has that edge. The spiritual temperature of the Christians at 
Laodicea was lukewarm. They were neither medicinally hot to provide healing for the 
spiritually sick (Hierapolis) nor refreshment cool for the spiritually weary (Denizli), thus 
they were distasteful to the Lord. It is God's final punishment to leave a man alone - 
Hosea 4:17, Ps. 81:11-12. Jesus is not knocking at the door of the Christians' heart but 
rather speaking of His Second Coming. The traditional interpretation of this verse makes 
it very hard to see this until we look at the other instances in the New Testament where 
the words, "DOOR, KNOCK, and COME IN" are used. Whatever else it may speak of, 
this verse addresses Christians caught off guard by the suddenness of the Second Advent 
(cp. - Mark 13:29, Luke 12:35-38, James 5:9). 

 



 
OCTOBER 14 

 
Micah 6 God calls the heavenly debate to order (v. 1-2). God then states His case (v. 4-5): (1.) He 

delivered them from slavery, (2.) He gave them good leaders, (3.) He didn't allow Balaam 
to curse them and (4) He brought them into the Promised Land from Shittim (east of the 
Jordan River) to Gilgal (first camp in the Promised Land - Joshua 3:1, 4:19). Israel, 
accepting the rebuke, replies, "What do You want us to do (v. 6-7)?" God answers (v. 8), 
and then goes on to bring up the next topic of contention (v. 9-16). 

 
Micah 7 Like leaven does to bread, sin has permeated the whole nation. The ungodly rule and 

friends and family have no trust or commitment to one another. It is a society with no 
foundation. But those who trust in God (v. 7-8) will receive mercy and help in time of 
need. Micah concludes with the final outcome and revelation of the promise God made to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Gen. 12:1-3, 15:18-21, 26:24, 28:13-15). 

 
Rev. 4 & 5  John makes no attempt to describe God in terms of "shape" but rather in terms of 

"light." This is the typical way to describe Him (Ps. 104:2 I Tim. 6:16, James 1:17, I John 
1:7, 2:10). Revelations is a Book of symbols and symbolism. In this study, there will be 
little attempt in deciphering them. They are too cryptic and too controversial in most 
instances. For more information, check out more than one commentary on them. For more 
on the four living creatures - cherubim - (4:8) see November 20 (Ezekiel 1). The seals 
(5:1) outline the next six chapters. Every time a seal is broken, something big happens 
(chapters 6-8). The seventh seal produces seven trumpets, which culminate in "the 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He 
will reign forever and ever." (11:15) 

 
 

OCTOBER 15 
 
II Kings 21 Israel (the Northern Kingdom) has been gone for about 35 years. Amos and Hosea 

passed from the scene with it. Isaiah and Micah prophesied in Judah during good King 
Hezekiah's reign but now all three of them are dead. Manasseh takes the throne and begins 
55 years of abominable leadership. Tradition says that Manasseh killed Isaiah by sawing 
him in two (v. 16 cp. Heb. 11:37). He set up worship to Baal, Asherah, demonic powers 
(host of heaven) (v. 3) and Molech (v. 6 - see II Kings 16:3 - September 9). He propagated 
witchcraft and the occult (v. 6) and took Judah to the point of no return (v. 9-15). 
Manasseh did repent at the end of his life (II Chron. 33:10-17) but the people were already 
corrupted and his son, Amon (v. 19-22) also. 

 
II Kings 22  After the two worst kings Judah produced, Josiah takes the throne. He and his great-

grandfather, Hezekiah, were Judah's best kings. Josiah used the money in the temple 
treasury (v. 4) to restore it. The people of Judah and probably the remnant of godly people 
still living in what was formerly Israel gave the money. While repairing the temple, a 
copy of the law (Genesis - Deuteronomy) was found (v. 8). The excitement indicates that 
they were hard to come by. Manasseh probably tried to destroy all copies during his reign 



and a faithful priest had hid this one. The words of the Law made it clear to Josiah that 
because of sin against God, judgment was due on Judah (v. 11-13). But that judgment was 
delayed because of the heart of Josiah (v. 15-20). God looks for one man to stand in the 
gap. Will you? 

 
II Kings 23 Josiah then has the Law read to the people so they will also repent (v. 1- 3). He than 

cleanses the temple and the land (v. 4-20). He even went over the border of Judah into 
what was formerly Israel (v. 15-20) to destroy their pagan idols and altars. Bethel (v. 15) 
was one of the two places where Jeroboam first set up golden calves to worship (I Kings 
12:28-29). The graves (v. 16) were the sepulchres of pagan priests who led worship there. 
The monument (v. 17) was to the unnamed prophet (I Kings 13:1-2, 30-31) who cried out 
against the altar at Bethel and named Josiah, by name (I Kings 13:2), as the one who 
would destroy and defile that altar. Then Judah had the biggest Passover celebration in 
500 years (v. 22 - II Chron. 35:1-19 describes this Passover in more detail). Pharaoh Neco 
(v. 29) was going to help the king of Assyria (whose military strength was waning) 
against Babylon. Josiah either thought Pharaoh was lying to catch Jerusalem by surprise 
or Assyria was still the greatest military threat of that time. Either way, Josiah missed God 
(II Chron. 35:22) and died trying to stop him. For a fuller account, see II Chron. 35:20-25. 

 
Rev. 6 These are the infamous "Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse." The rider on the first horse is 

not Jesus. All four riders bring calamities on the earth - (1) conquering (invasion from 
without), (2) anarchy and civil disobedience (internal strife), (3) famine (limited to grain - 
the roots of the olive tree would survive a limited drought), and (4) death. The fifth seal is 
an insight into Christian martyrdom. The sixth seal brings about a tremendous eruption of 
the earth - earthquakes, wonders in the sky, even a possible nuclear explosion (v. 14). 
Turn to Luke 21:8-19 and compare the prophecies of Jesus with the six seals of 
Revelation. Interesting. 

 
 

OCTOBER 16 
 
Nahum If you will remember, Jonah went to Ninevah (the capital of Assyria), revival broke out 

and God's judgment was averted. Thirty years later Assyria took Samaria and carried 
many of the inhabitants of Israel away. Assyria continued to be a threat to Judah and now, 
about 150 years after Jonah's revival  (September 8), God sends Nahum to declare that 
Ninevah will be destroyed. The message Jonah preached did not get passed on to the next 
generations and Assyria quickly returned to its cruel and ungodly ways. This time there 
will be no repentance. Sennacherib was the wicked counselor (v. 11-14 cp. II Kings 
18:29-35). The fall of Ninevah would be good news to Judah (v. 15). A mantelet (2:5) is a 
battering ram on wheels that is able to protect the soldiers using it by virtue of being 
covered as an armored vehicle. Ninevah will receive a harlot’s punishment (3:5-6). After 
two years of being sieged by the Babylonians and Medes (the Medes later joined the 
Persians to overthrow Babylon) a sudden rise in the Tigris River washed away a large 
section of Ninevah's walls (2:6). 

 



Rev. 7 There is an interlude between the sixth and seventh seals (chapters in the book of end 
things). Before the seventh seal is opened, one thing must be done - the bondservants of 
God remaining on the earth (most are already gone - v. 9-14) were to be sealed (marked 
for protection). Whether it is a literal 144,000 or, as is believed by many, symbolic of 
completeness (12 tribes squared and multiplied by 1000 - would seem to leave no one 
out), it is clear these are alive at the opening of the seventh seal. 

 
 

OCTOBER 17 
 
Zephaniah 1 Zephaniah prophesied during the reign of King Josiah (v. 1). The Bible tells of no 

prophets in Judah during the reigns of Manasseh and Amon (except possibly Nahum who 
prophesied only about Nineveh). Zephaniah was a distant cousin of King Josiah (both 
were descendants of good King Hezekiah - v. 1). From the tone of this book, Zephaniah 
prophesied before the discovery of the book of the law (II Kings 22:8-11) and God used 
Zephaniah's prophecies to prepare King Josiah's heart (II Kings 22:18-20). This chapter 
tells of judgment coming (through Babylon) that occurred some twenty years later. The 
“host of heaven” (v. 5) are occult deities in the sky including, but not limited to, the sun, 
moon and stars. Milcom (v. 5 also Molech) was the chief Ammonite god. How does God 
feel about complacency (v. 12)? 

 
Zephaniah 2 Judah is doomed. As a nation they have passed the point of no return, but individuals 

can still benefit from seeking God (v. 3). Babylon will not only crush Judah, but also 
within the same 20 years Philistia (v. 4), Ammon and Moab (v. 8-9), Ethiopia (v. 12) and 
Assyria (v. 13-15 Nineveh was the capital) will be judged. 

 
Zephaniah 3 Although Judah will be destroyed, God promises future blessings to His faithful and 

humble people (v. 9-20). Many of the prophecies about the judgment on the nations (v. 8 
cp. Mt. 25:31-46) are yet to be fulfilled. 

 
Rev.  8  At the breaking of the seventh seal, there was a strange quietness. During that silence, two 

things happened. (1) Seven trumpets were handed to seven angels, and (2) the prayers of 
the saints were brought before God. 

Trumpet judgments:   Results: 
1.) Hail, fire and blood   1.) 1/3 of the earth and 1/3 of the trees were 

burned up and all of the grass. 
2.) Large burning mountain    2.) 1/3 of sea life dies and 1/3 of ships 

falls into the sea.     destroyed. 
3.) A star (meteorite?) falls into  3.) Wormwood is the name of a plant which 

the inland waters.     has a strong bitter taste. 
4.) Heavenly luminaries were   4.) Either 1/3 of them were darkened or they 

darkened.      were all out for 1/3 of a day. 
 

The angel announces that the next three trumpets will bring forth exceedingly terrible 
consequences. 

 



 
OCTOBER 18 

 
Habakkuk 1  Nothing is known of the prophet Habakkuk. He probably prophesied during the reign 

of King Jehoiakim (II Kings 23:34-37). Two questions are asked. First, "why has God 
allowed wickedness to remain in Judah (v. 2-4)?" God answers that He is raising up the 
Chaldeans (the people of Babylon - a strong, fierce and cruel people) to render judgment 
on the sin of Judah (v. 5-11). The second question then is "why would God judge the 
nation of Judah by a nation that is even more sinful (v. 12-17)?" 

 
Habakkuk 2 God answers the second question by revealing a part of His plan in all this (v. 2-20). 

The Chaldeans (Babylonians) will not be rewarded for their gross sin and cruelty, but they 
also will be destroyed. The five woes (v. 6,9,12,15,19) are not exclusive to Babylon, but 
also woe to any who would practice such things. And, not only will Babylon fall in its 
time, but the people of God who live by faith (v. 4) will be the only ones to live and reign 
forever (II Tim. 2:12). 

 
Habakkuk 3 Shigionoth (v. 1) is the plural of Shiggaion (see Psalm 7 - June 6). This chapter is a 

psalm (cp. v. 19) of Habakkuk. It is a call to God to manifest Himself (v. 2-3), a song of 
praise for His greatness (v. 4-7), acceptance of God's wisdom concerning His work on the 
earth (v. 8-16), and an affirmation that the righteous shall live by faith (v. 17-19 cp. 2:4) 
not circumstances or feelings. 

 
Rev. 9 The fifth and sixth trumpet (the first and second "woe") sound: 

Trumpet judgments:             Results: 
5.) A person descends from heaven.  5.) Demonic creatures are loosed. 
A key is given to him.   They have the POWER of scorpions, 
       not the appearance. 
6.) Four angels loose an army   6.) They kill 1/3 of mankind. 
of 200,000,000 horsemen. 

V. 17 - By referring to this sight as a "vision," John makes it clear that he is not 
describing an actual creature, but a symbolic one. V. 18 - The fire, smoke and brimstone 
are three different plagues. 

The goal of all these plagues is NOT to vent God's wrath, but to turn men to 
repentance. The men do not repent (v.20, 21). 

 
 

OCTOBER 19 
 
II Kings 24 The destruction of Jerusalem came in three stages. The first was by Nebuchadnezzar 

(v. 1). It was after this victory that Daniel (Daniel 1:1-6) was taken captive to Babylon. 
Jerusalem was further weakened three years later (v. 2 - still part of the first stage of 
destruction). Manasseh (v. 3 cp. II Kings 21:11-13) was four kings ago. The second siege 
by Babylon (v. 10-20) resulted in more destruction and Nebuchadnezzar placed Zedekiah 
on the throne as a puppet ruler in Judah.  Nebuchadnezzar didn't intend to destroy Judah, 



he would rather it survive and pay tribute to him. Ezekiel was carried into captivity after 
this siege. 

 
II Kings 25 Zedekiah rebelled and Nebuchadnezzar came the third time and totally devastated 

Jerusalem (v. 8-12), thus fulfilling the prophecies of Isaiah, Micah, Zephaniah and 
Habakkuk. Nebuzaradan methodically dismantled the city and killed all who had any 
leadership positions (v. 18-21) to keep the inhabitants from rebelling again. The line of 
David, reigning in Judah, ceased with the capture of Zedekiah (v. 7). Gedaliah (v. 22) was 
the grandson of Shaphan - King Josiah's scribe 22:3). 

 
Note: More insight might be gleaned from an understanding of the political climate of the 
final twenty years of Judah's monarchy. There were two parties or prevalent opinions, pro-
Egypt and pro-Babylon. The pro-Egypt party wanted Judah to side with Egypt and against 
Babylon and the pro-Babylon party wanted Judah to surrender and live under the 
oversight of Babylon and pay tribute. God told them (through Jeremiah) to surrender and 
they would live, fight and they would die. When national pride arose, the people rebelled 
against Babylon (24:1, 10, 20, and 25:1) but Egypt was too weak to help. The "patriots" 
who assassinated Gedaliah (v. 23-26) fled to Egypt to escape Babylon's wrath. It was 25 
years after the final destruction of Jerusalem that Nebuchadnezzar died (v. 27). 

 
Rev. 10 Before the seventh trumpet there is another interlude in the action to take care of business. 

The plagues brought on by the seven thunders (v. 3,4) will not be known until history 
reveals them. The angel declares that there will be no more waiting for men to repent. Let 
the final curtain rise. The little scroll was eaten (symbolic for reading, understanding, and 
considering the message contained in it) but was bitter in the stomach (the truth in it was 
distressing to him). 

 
 

OCTOBER 20 
 
Jeremiah 1  The book of Jeremiah covers more than 40 years. From the thirteenth year of good 

King Josiah's reign to an unknown number of years after the final destruction of Judah. 
Jeremiah was reluctant to speak because of his being unsure of himself (v. 6). God says 
(v. 7), "That's why I can use you. You will rely on Me and not on yourself." There is a 
play on words in verses 10 and 11. The Hebrew word for "Almond" (shaqed) is the same 
word for "hasten" and similar to the word "watching" (shoqed). Although Babylon was 
due East of Judah, the road connecting them entered Judah from the North (v. 14-16). 
Jeremiah was instructed to stand firm in his position as a spokesman from God (v. 17-19), 
which he did his entire life. 

 
Jeremiah 2  God compares His relationship to Israel to a failed marriage (v. 2-3, 13). No other 

nation changes gods (v. 10,11). Instead of seeking God for military protection, they 
sought Egypt (v. 16 - Memphis and Tahpanhes were major cities) and Assyria (v. 18 cp. 
v. 36-37). Israel's unfaithfulness to God is illustrated as a camel (v. 23) and a donkey (v. 
24) in heat and looking for any mate. They worship a tree (v. 27 - a wooden pole that was 
part of idol worship) and a stone (v. 27 - an idol of stone) as their gods. 



 
Rev. 11 John now reveals the contents of the Book (10:2,8-11). The measuring (v. 1,2) speaks of 

God's protection and care of His people. Not measuring the court outside the temple is a 
judgment of those who are there - outside the temple (the church?). Forty-two months (v. 
2) equals 3 1/2 years. 1260 days (v.3) is three and one half years (using 360-day years). 
The two witnesses have often been conjectured as being Moses and Elijah because their 
deeds (v. 6) are similar to theirs. It could be: (1) Moses & Elijah, (2) Elijah & Enoch (for 
neither of them ever died), (3) Two witnesses that came out of the 144,000, (4) Symbolic 
of the Law & the Prophets, or (5) the Old Testament and the New Testament. My guess is 
that they are actual persons (either 1, 2, or 3 above) because of their dramatic death and 
resurrection. The seventh and last trumpet sounds and the end has come (v. 15-19). 
Chapter 11 concludes the outline of the end. 

 
 

OCTOBER 21 
 
Jeremiah 3 The law forbids a man to remarry a woman who was once his wife and then another 

man's wife (Dt. 24:1-4), yet God will one day heal their faithlessness (v. 22) and bring 
them back to Him (cp. Hosea 3 - Sept. 10). Israel (v. 6) refers to the Northern Kingdom, 
which had already been conquered by Assyria, and its inhabitants carried off into captivity 
(v. 6-14). Verses 15-18 are prophetic about Jesus Christ and the future kingdom. 

 
Jeremiah 4 A continuing pattern in the Old Testament prophesies is:  

(1) Judgment is coming (v. 9-13) and  
(2) Repent so judgment can be averted (v. 1-8).  

The devastation of Jerusalem will be so complete that Jeremiah compares it to earth 
on the first day of creation (v. 23 cp. Gen. 1:2 formless and void). The destruction 
predicted in verses 24-31 was accomplished in II Kings 25:9-16. 

 
Rev. 12 Chapter 12 now fills in more detail of what will happen before the blast of the seventh 

trumpet. The woman represents Israel, who gave Jesus Christ to the world and has 
suffered Satanic persecution ever since. Satan (the prince of the power of the air - Eph. 
2:2) is kicked out of heaven (v. 7-9) and is limited to the earth. The full power of his evil 
is unleashed against Israel, who brought about his destruction (v. 13-17). Christians walk 
in victory over Satan through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, speaking the Word of God 
and being willing to sacrifice anything and everything for Him, even to life itself. The 
bottom line is this: "Satan is strong and powerful, but his time is short and his successes 
are limited. He is still less than the Lord Jesus Christ, can be overcome by Christians and 
is destined for destruction." 

 
 

OCTOBER 22 
 
Jeremiah 5 Jeremiah is challenged to find one righteous man in Jerusalem (v. 1 cp. Gen. 18 22:32). 

He cannot (v. 3-6). God's vineyard (v. 10 - the nation of Judah 2:21) would be destroyed, 
but not totally erased from the face of the earth (v. 10,18). Judgment is coming because of 



their lack of even acknowledging God (v. 20-22), their stubbornness and rebellion against 
the goodness of God (v. 23-25), self-serving men (v. 26-28) and the fact that false 
prophets and faithless priests have the support of the people (v. 29-30). 

 
Jeremiah 6 Tekoa and Beth-haccerem (v. 1) were hills south of Jerusalem. Judgment is certain (v. 

4-21) through a cruel and merciless army (v. 22-26). Jeremiah is to test the people (with 
his prophecies) as an assayer would test the purity of a precious metal (v. 27-30) but he 
finds only dross (impurities) in them. 

 
Rev. 13 Satan takes up his battle with the saints on earth through political persecution (v.7, 10). 

This evil and blasphemous beast (v. 1-6) will deceive virtually all of the non-Christian 
world (v. 8). He will be a worldwide political power. The second beast (v.11-15) is an 
apostate religious leader who performs miracles to deceive, calls the people to follow the 
first beast, and comes up with the great idea of a "mark of allegiance" to the beast (v.16, 
17). 

 
 

OCTOBER 23 
 
Jeremiah 7 There were seven gates in the temple. Jeremiah delivered this address (7:2- 8:3) in one 

of them. Their special relationship with God was reduced to a superstition that God would 
not let Jerusalem fall because the temple of the Lord was located there (v. 4). God will not 
protect the temple at the expense of letting sin destroy His people (v. 5-11). Jesus quoted 
verse 11 in the temple the week of His crucifixion (Luke 19:46). God didn't even spare 
His own Son in the effort to conquer sin. The events in Shiloh (v. 12) probably refer to I 
Samuel 4:1-11 where the Israelites' superstitious beliefs in the Ark of the Covenant caused 
their defeat at the hands of the Philistines. God instructs Jeremiah not to pray for their 
deliverance (v. 16-20) and to shave his head (v. 29) as a sign of intense mourning. 
Topheth and Hinnom (Gehenna) - see Isaiah 30, September 26. 

 
Jeremiah 8 Conquering armies would desecrate and rob the graves of former rulers and leaders (v. 

1-3) to tout their victory. The answer to the rhetorical questions in verse 4 is "no." What 
the people are doing is contrary to all reason (v. 5-6) and contrary to nature (v. 7 - cp. 
James 3:8-12). What value has any wisdom that is void of God (v. 8-9)? Gilead (v. 22) 
was a region just east of Jerusalem across the Jordan River. The balm is a sap or gum 
found in trees that resembled fig trees or grape vines and were numerous in Gilead. It was 
thought to have medicinal value. The point of verse 22 is that spiritual help was near. It 
would take minimal effort to receive all the healing that they needed, but they were 
unwilling to expend any energy. 

 
Rev. 14 The 144,000 Jews who were chosen in 7:4 are now in heaven. Three angels make 

announcements:  
(1) V. 6,7 the gospel will be preached to every creature,  
(2) V. 8 Babylon is fallen (in sequence, Babylon has not yet arisen, but the rise of 

Babylon is so horrible, that the reader is first assured of its destruction, and  



(3) V. 9-12 This is a warning to all who would toy with the idea of taking the mark of the 
beast now and repenting later.  

The time for the final harvest has come. The saints are harvested, the sinners are 
"pressed" (v.19). This verse is the basis of the first verse of "The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic." 

 
 

OCTOBER 24 
 
Jeremiah 9 Jeremiah is called "the weeping prophet" (v. 1-3). The words "deals craftily" (v. 4) is 

the root for the name "Jacob" (cp. Gen. 25:26, 27:36). Everyone was acting like their 
father, Jacob. The only solution (v. 7-9) is to punish them for their faithlessness. Judah 
will be laid waste (v. 10-11). Wormwood (v. 15) was a plant that, because of its bitter 
juice, was symbolic of bitter calamity, cruelty, and sorrow. Mourning and wailing women 
(v. 17) were professional mourners, hired to participate in funeral marches (cp. Matt. 
9:23). 

 
Jeremiah 10 The ungodly cling to idols - astrology (v. 2) and wooden deities (v. 3-5) - that are not 

powerful even when made to look pretty. There is only one God (v. 6-7) against Whom all 
other gods pale in comparison of wisdom (v. 8), beauty (v. 9) and power (v. 10). 
Shepherds (v. 21) refer to the leaders of God's people. 

 
Rev. 15 Seven Angels have seven plagues by which they are going to break the power of the 

(political) beast. The martyred saints sing a song of praise and then the seven angels are 
given seven bowls full of the wrath of God. It is clear that the saints of God are not on the 
earth anymore. The saints (if there are still any on earth at this time) are not subject to the 
wrath of God (I Thess. 5:9). 

 
 

OCTOBER 25 
 
Jeremiah 11 The national revival under King Josiah (2 Kings 22-23) was short-lived and the 

backlash of rebellion restored all the paganism and idolatry that he had tried to destroy (v. 
12-13). Disobedience to the Law would result in a curse (v. 3 cp. Deut. 27:26, 28:15, Gal 
3:10:14). Jeremiah's message would not be well received (v. 18-20). Anathoth (v. 21-23) 
was a city of priests (see 1:1) who obviously challenged Jeremiah's inspiration. 

 
Jeremiah 12 Why do the ungodly prosper (v. 1-4)? God's answer (v. 5-6) - we are not to be 

overwhelmed by wickedness, but overcome its draining effect on us. The wicked prosper 
for only a short time in perspective of eternity. The coming desolation of Judah (v. 7-13) 
is already a reality in the mind and heart of God. 

 
Jeremiah 13 Jeremiah is to illustrate the closeness of Israel to God. Linen waistband (v. 1) was the 

outer garment that best resembled a skirt. Men and women as well as soldiers wore it. It 
was usually made of furs or leather. Dressier ones were made of linen. Israel (the 
Israelites) separated themselves from God (v. 3-5) and became corrupt, soiled, ruined, and 



useless (v. 6-7). The king and queen mother (v. 18) were most probably Jehoiachin and 
Nehushta (2 Kings 24:8). 

 
Rev. 16 All seven bowls are poured out. Notice the completeness of the destruction. Notice also the 

hardness of men's hearts in that they will not repent (v.11). This all brings the forces of the 
Dragon (Satan), the beast (World Government), and the false prophet (Apostate Church) 
to make one last attack against Israel. The battleground - Armageddon (the city of 
Megiddo), or more probably Har-Magedon (the mountain of Megiddo - Ez. 38:8,21). God 
wins. 

 
 

OCTOBER 26 
 
Jer. 14 The curse of God upon disobedient Israel (Deut. 28:15-68) included severe drought (Deut. 

28:23,24). This drought (v. 1-6) should have made it clear that God wasn't kidding. But it 
did not produce repentance. Jeremiah, though he was hated, and rejected as a prophet of 
God, pleads with God for the people on the basis of the covenant (v. 7-9). God says that 
they have broken the covenant, so there is no basis on which to hold back judgment (v. 
10-12). Jeremiah argues that they were (are) deceived by false prophets (v. 13), but (v. 
14,15) false prophets and those who pay attention to them will be judged alike. Jeremiah 
still prays for them (v. 17-20). Such a heart of compassion. 

 
Jer. 15 Earlier, Moses (Ex. 32:11-14) and Samuel (1 Sam. 12:19-25) had prayed for God to turn 

back judgment on a sinning Israel and were successful. This time it won't happen. 
Manasseh (v. 4) reigned in 2 Kings 21:1-18. He was so wicked that judgment cannot be 
averted (2 Kings 23:26,27; 24:3,4). Jeremiah wishes he had never been born (v. 10) but 
God will still protect His faithful (v. 11, 15-21) even in the midst of disaster. 

 
Jer. 16 As a prophetic illustration of the judgment that was coming, Jeremiah was not to marry and 

raise a family (v. 1-4) because of the desperate heartache that would follow. He was not to 
attend a funeral (v. 5-7) because there would be no comfort. He was not to go to any 
parties (v. 8-9) because false rejoicing is deceptive to the soul. Destruction and captivity 
are sure (v. 16-21), but equally sure is their future regathering (v. 14,15). 

 
Rev. 17 Because of the continual references to Babylon in the Old Testament as a city of pride and 

vainglory, its name became a byword for all that was flesh centered (excessive luxury, 
impiousness, and anti-God). John is obviously speaking of Rome in this passage - the city 
of seven hills (v. 9). The harlot is both the city of Rome (v.18) and the apostate church or 
false religion that helps the Beast gain power and control. John interprets many of the 
symbols: 
1.) The beast - was, is not, will come. Evil powers rise and fall, but they will always return 
2.) Seven heads are: 

(A) (v. 9) seven mountains on which the harlot sits (Rome is situated inside seven 
hills) 

(B) (v. 10) seven kings (five of history, one presently reigning and one to come) 



3.) The beast (V. 11) will rise as an eighth political ruler that resembles one of the first 
seven. 
4.) The Ten Horns (12-14) - Ten future kings who will be allies with the beast. 
5.) The Waters (v. 1, 15 ) - multitudes of people from many nations 

5.) (v. 16,17) The kings to come and the beast (the eighth political power) will turn 
on the harlot (false religions) and destroy her. 

 
 

OCTOBER 27 
 
Jer. 17 An iron stylus (v. 1) was used to write in stone. Asherim (v. 2) were Canaanite idols. 

Mountain of Mine (v. 3) is Jerusalem. They continually sought after military alliances (v. 
5-6) for protection instead of trusting God (v. 7-8). Jeremiah has been ridiculed, mocked 
and spurned by the people and pleads with God for vindication (v. 14-18). If the people 
have repented, one sure sign would be keeping the Sabbath (v. 19-27). Even with all the 
declarations of the certainty of judgment, God still offers an alternative (v. 24-26). 

 
Jer. 18 Paul used a similar illustration (v. 1-12 cp. Rom. 9:21) to illustrate that God has the right 

to deal with people and nations as He sees fit (it must be realized that the potter is 
infinitely smarter than the clay). Jeremiah finally gets God's mind concerning the people 
of Judah and is fed up with their sin and rejection of God's call to repentance (v. 19-23). 

 
Jer. 19 An earthenware jar, if found to be imperfect, could not be repaired. It must be discarded 

and a new one fashioned from soft clay. The valley of Ben-hinnom (v. 2) was where 
infant sacrifices were made (see 7:31). The potsherd gate (v. 2) led into the "dump" where 
broken pottery was disposed of. 

 
Rev. 18 The fall of Babylon brings great remorse from the world and great rejoicing from heaven. 
 
 

OCTOBER 28 
 
Jer. 20 Pashhur (v. 1) was responsible for keeping order in the temple. He didn't care for the 

message Jeremiah just gave (Chap. 19), so he did what people have always done - 
punished the messenger. Magor-missabib (v. 3) means "terror on every side" (v. 4). 
Jeremiah was a man of great love for God and great love for his people. He is called "the 
weeping prophet," but he had taken about all the abuse he could handle at the hands of the 
people (v. 7-18). 

 
Jer. 21 King Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:18) was the last king of Judah. Pashhur (v. 1) was not the 

same man as in 20:1. This Pashhur had a grandson (Adaiah - 1 Chron. 9-12) return to 
Israel after the Babylonian captivity. Zephaniah (v. 1) was later carried away into 
captivity also (2 Kings 25:18). They asked Jeremiah (v. 2), "Is God going to do something 
spectacular to deliver us from Babylon?" God's answer through Jeremiah is two-fold 
(neither of which they wanted to hear): (1.) Jerusalem will most assuredly fall (v. 4-7) and 
(2.) your best battle strategy is to surrender (v. 8-10). 



 
Jer. 22 Unfortunately the prophetic books are not always written in chronological order. Jeremiah 

is not a diary that he kept, but a history that he wrote before he died. The events of chapter 
21 remind him of how long Babylon has been held back from destroying Jerusalem. 
Babylon had already beaten them twice (under King Jehoiakim and King Jehoiachin) and 
carried off captives. This chapter refers back to King Jehoiakim (about twenty years 
earlier than Chapter 21). He was a wicked king. His father, good King Josiah, had died in 
battle (v. 10 - cp. 2 Kings 23:29). Shallum (v. 11) was Jehoiakim's brother who reigned 
for only three months (King Jehoahaz was his name) before being taken to Egypt. 
Jeremiah predicted that King Jehoiakim would not be buried as a king, but dumped in the 
garbage heap like an animal (v. 18-19). 2 Kings 24:6 does not say, "and was buried" like 
the record says about all the other kings. Coniah  (v. 24) is also called Jeconiah and 
Jehoiachin. He was carried off to Babylon after only eight years on the throne (2 Kings 
24:8-12). He was cursed (v. 30) as one who was childless (no descendent of his would sit 
on the throne of David) although he did have children (Matt. 1:11,12). Does that present a 
problem in the lineage of Jesus? We will look at that in Matthew 1 on November 1st. 

 
Rev. 19 There is more rejoicing (v. 1-4) over the fall of Babylon (apostate church and false 

religions). Then (v. 5-8), there is rejoicing over the marriage supper of the Lamb. Jesus 
comes out on a white horse. A white horse still means conquering (Rev. 6, Oct. 15), but 
this time it is for good. The beast and the false prophet were taken in a war without 
weapons, armor, or even physical conflict. They were then thrown into the lake of fire. All 
who had the mark of the beast were killed (their souls destined to the lake of fire at the 
Great White Throne Judgment - 20:11-15). 

 
 

OCTOBER 29 
 
Jer. 23 "Shepherds" (v. 1) refers to the leaders of Israel, whether political or spiritual, small or 

great. It was the false prophets who were the greatest hindrance to the true word of God 
that Jeremiah was speaking. Verses 3-6 are prophetic concerning the regathering of Israel 
(v. 3,7-8) and of Jesus' first and second comings (v. 4-6). God holds leaders on every level 
responsible for those they are over. An ungodly leader is an abomination to God (v. 9-40). 
God isn't very merciful when it comes to false prophets or those who follow after them (v. 
33-36). He expects His people to be able to discern the true from the false, instead of 
embracing all or rejecting all. 

 
Jer. 24 The first deportation of captives to Babylon occurred during the reign of King Jehoiakim. 

(This was when Daniel, who wrote the book of Daniel, was taken to Babylon.) The 
second came when King Jehoiachin (also called Jeconiah - v. 1, and Coniah - 22:24) was 
ruling. In the second deportation, Nebuchadnezzar took most of the leaders and the 
craftsmen to Babylon. (For more information, see notes on 2 Kings 24 - October 18.)  He 
did this with the nations he conquered and the beauty of Babylon was the result of their 
labors. The good figs (v. 2) represented those already in captivity who, God said (v. 5-7), 
would return to Israel. The bad figs (v. 8-10) were those who remained in Israel, but even 
more importantly, they remained in rebellion to God. 



 
Rev. 20 All of Satan's instruments (the beast, the false prophet, Babylon) have been overcome. 

Now we read of the demise of the dragon. Satan can give no resistance to the angel. His 
power has always been limited.  The earth is not destroyed. The saints who are living at 
this time remain on earth and live under the rule of the Lord Jesus Christ for 1000 years. 
The Millennium is mentioned only six times in the Bible - all six in this chapter. After the 
1000-year imprisonment, Satan is released to test man's loyalty to God under the ideal 
conditions that they experienced during the Millennium. He successfully deceives the 
nations to muster a final army of rebellion against the authority of God. The final battle 
takes place outside Jerusalem - the beloved city. God fights for His people in the city by 
sending fire and destroying all rebellion. Then comes the final judgment of unbelievers (v. 
11-15). 

 
 

OCTOBER 30 
 
Jer. 25 This prophesy is what Daniel read (Daniel 9:2) when he had been in Babylon for 67 years. 

It encouraged him to pray fervently for its fulfillment - the return of the Israelites to the 
Promised Land. Jeremiah's prophecies against the nations (v. 13) are found in chapters 46-
51. Remember how often the writers of the Old Testament lament, "God, why do the 
unrighteous prosper? Why do You use an ungodly nation to judge Your people?" Here is 
a definitive response (v. 12-38), "After I cleanse My people, I will judge the rest of the 
earth" (cp. 1 Peter 4:17). 

 
Jer. 26 This is still in King Jehoiakim’s time (v. 1). Jerusalem is still two kings away (Jehoiachin 

and Zedekiah) from its destruction. Shiloh (v. 6) means "place of rest." It was a city of 
Ephraim, but more importantly it was one of the most sacred Hebrew sanctuaries. The 
Ark of the Covenant was there from the last days of Joshua until the days of Samuel 
(Joshua 18:10, Judges 18:31, 1 Samuel 4:3), but that did not keep the city from falling 
when wickedness reigned (Jer. 7:12-14). The priest and prophets (v. 7) didn't like the truth 
any more that the Scribes and Pharisees did in Jesus' day. Jeremiah was rescued from their 
hands by the political leaders  (v. 16-19). We know nothing else of Uriah except what is in 
this passage (v. 20-23). Ahikam (v. 24) also served under good King Josiah (2 Kings 
22:12-14). 

 
Rev. 21 The earth is now thoroughly cleansed with fire (II Peter 3:10,13). The New Jerusalem is 

where the saints will live (Heb. 12:22-23) for that is what Jesus has prepared for us (John 
14:2). The New Jerusalem is described in detail in Rev. 21:9-22:5. How many streets of 
gold are in heaven (v.21)? 

 
 

OCTOBER 31 
 
Jer. 27 Zedekiah was the last king of Judah. He had gathered several other kings together (v. 3) to 

join in trying to throw off the yoke of Babylon. God is telling them that Babylon is His 
chosen instrument and their choices are bonds (if they go with the flow) or death (if they 



don't - v. 8). The false prophets were royal flatterers who were leading their nation toward 
death and destruction. The vessels (v. 16) were taken from the temple with the second set 
of captives (cp. Dan. 5:2-4). 

 
Jer. 28 Hananiah, a false prophet, contradicts Jeremiah point for point and takes the yoke 

(probably a wooden ox yoke) that Jeremiah is still wearing (v. 10 - cp. 27:2) and breaks it 
in a grand show of defiance. Jeremiah says, "I wish you were right (v. 6), but words are 
cheap. Only time can truly judge between us (v. 9), but these people don't have the luxury 
of time, so I will prophesy something that they can see (v. 15-16)." 

 
Rev. 22 Chapter 21 describes the exterior of the New Jerusalem. Now we get a peak at the inside. 

The Tree of Life, which disappeared from the Garden of Eden, shows up again in heaven. 
Spend a little time meditating about what words of this book that you need to "heed" or 
"keep" (v. 7). Every man determines his own destiny (v. 11). The Holy Spirit then gives 
us a list of those barred from heaven (v.15). A "dog" is a male prostitute/homosexual (Dt. 
23:18). Yes, He comes quickly. 

 
 

NOVEMBER 1 
 
Jer. 29 Jeremiah wrote this letter (v. 4-23) to those who had already been taken captive in 

Babylon (v. 1). Remember, the good figs (v. 24:5)? Jeremiah encourages them to settle in 
(v. 4-7), not to listen to the false prophets (v. 8-9, 21-23), to know that God has not and 
will not forget them (v. 10-14), and that the destruction of Jerusalem (which they will 
surely hear about) is in God's plan (v. 15-20). Shemaiah (v. 24) was a false prophet living 
in Babylon. He tried flattery to get Zephaniah (v. 25-26, cp. 2 Kings 25:18) to silence 
Jeremiah. Zephaniah appears to be a man of God (v. 29, cp. 21:1). 

 
Jer. 30 This chapter and the next two-and-a-half chapters look beyond the impending judgment to 

the future restoration of Israel. Jacob's distress (v. 7) is the coming tribulation, which is 
near. The salvation of Israel (v. 8-9, cp. Romans 11:25-27). Restoration of health (v. 17), 
prosperity (v. 18), joy (v. 19), the line of David (v. 21) and true fellowship with God (v. 
22). 

 
Matt. 1 This genealogy is from Joseph's side of the family (cp. Luke 3:23-38). It is very notable 

that four women (Tamar - Gen. 38, Rahab - Josh. 2:1-7, Ruth - Ruth 1:4, the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite - II Sam. 11:3) are listed in a Jewish genealogy (v. 3-6). What makes these 
women stand out? Two are Gentile women, the other two are in the genealogy by reason 
of fornication and adultery. Find out which ones. You may be surprised. Jeconiah (v. 11) 
was cursed in Jeremiah 22:24-30. It was prophesied that none of his seed would sit on the 
throne of David. Had Joseph been the physical father of Jesus, he could not be King. But 
Mary was also of the line of David through Solomon's older brother, Nathan (Luke 3:31 & 
II Sam. 5:14). Betrothal (v. 18) was more than engagement. The only way to break a 
betrothal was by divorce (v. 19). Joseph apparently loved Mary very much since he took 
the time to ponder how he should respond to her apparent unfaithfulness (v. 19, 20). Mary 
was not a perpetual virgin (v. 25). 



 
 

NOVEMBER 2 
 
Jer. 31 Verses 1-22 speak to Israel (the Northern Kingdom). Rachel (v. 15, cp. Genesis 35:16-19) 

was the mother of Joseph and Benjamin, but because she was Jacob's favorite wife, she is 
given preeminence as being the mother of all of Israel's children. Ramah is a town north 
of Jerusalem in the land of Benjamin. Rachel was buried near there. This was the point of 
departure for the captives heading for Babylon. She is mourning and weeping over the 
exile of her children. Matthew quotes this verse as referring to the death of the infants by 
Herod (Matt. 2:18). Verses 23-26 are for Judah (the Southern Kingdom). Then, verses 27-
40 speak again to a unified Israel. The New Covenant with Israel (v. 31-34) will come 
into existence when Jesus returns. 

 
Jer. 32 During a lull in the third and final war with Babylon, Jeremiah was thrown into prison for 

suspected defection to Babylon (37:11-21). This chapter took place at that time (v. 2). By 
this time, even the people knew that Babylon would win - it was just a matter of time. So, 
God gives a message of hope for the future. Jeremiah is to redeem (Lev. 25:25) some of 
his family's property near the city of Anathoth - about three miles outside of Jerusalem. 
This is worthless now because Babylonian armies have already possessed it. But God 
wants to show His people that their descendants will return and possess the land (v. 26-
44). 

 
Matt. 2 Herod (v.1) is historically known as Herod the Great. He was the first of a cruel dynasty 

serving under Roman allegiance. He was an egotistical, cruel, despot. Although he died 
(v. 19), Herod's descendants ruled portions of Israel throughout the New Testament. Upon 
his death, his kingdom was divided up between three of his sons Archelaus (v. 22), Herod 
Antipas (Luke 3:1), and Herod Philip (first husband of Herodias - Matt. 14:3 & Mark 
6:17). Archelaus was removed by Rome because of his ineffectiveness and banished to 
Gaul in AD 6. Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12:1-24) was his grandson and Herod Agrippa II 
(Acts 25:13-26:32) was his great grandson. The magi were astronomers. There were some 
signs in the heavens (the location and conjunction of certain stars and planets) that 
indicated the birth of a great King of the Jews (more about that in Daniel 4 - Nov. 15). 

 
 

NOVEMBER 3 
 
Jer. 33 This chapter holds another promise of future restoration. A principle of the Kingdom of 

God is: death before life, humility before exaltation, and testing before rewards. The 
Messiah will arise from the line of David and will someday rule God's people (v. 14-18) 
and you can be as sure of that as the coming of night and day (v. 20-21). 

 
Jer. 34 Verse 1 helps the reader understand how one-sided this assault was. Zedekiah made a 

desperate effort to show repentance by ordering all the Hebrew slaves to be set free (this 
was supposed to be done every six years - Ex. 21:2). The people complied. Then Egypt 
started advancing to war and the Babylonians temporarily lifted their siege against 



Jerusalem to stop them. The act of compassion and repentance seems to have worked. 
Jerusalem was saved. So, the slave owners rounded up their slaves and forced them back 
to work (v. 11). God wasn't very happy with them (v. 12-22). 

 
Matt. 3 Now we jump ahead about thirty years. John wanted (v. 14) to be baptized in the Holy 

Spirit (v. 11). But there is a time for everything, and this was the time for Jesus to fulfill 
all righteousness. Why was God pleased with Jesus (v. 17)? What had He done? By being 
baptized and subsequently being tempted in the wilderness, Jesus had acknowledged and 
accepted God's plan for our salvation. 

 
 

NOVEMBER 4 
 
Jer. 35 The Rechabites were locally well known. Their lifestyles were a living protest to the 

corruption that the other Hebrews had embraced (idolatry, drunkenness, worldly living). 
Jonadab (v. 6) is mentioned in 2 Kings 10:15-17. God uses their commitment to their 
forefather's word as an indictment against Judah - who won't obey God's word, yet obeys 
man's word. 

 
Jer. 36 The scroll (v. 2) contained about 22 years worth of messages. We were first introduced to 

Baruch (v. 4) in 32:12-25. From now on, he is known as Jeremiah's scribe. This took 
about a year to write (cp. verse 1 & 9). 

 
Matt. 4 Notice that it was the Spirit Who led Jesus into the wilderness. As soon as Jesus took the 

step that would ultimately lead Him to the cross, Satan tried to stop Him. These were 
temptations (v. 1 & Heb. 4:15), but Jesus came through them sinless (II Cor. 5:21). These 
three temptations cover the gamut of I John 2:16 - lust of the flesh (bread), lust of the eyes 
(the world for His worship), and the pride of life (jump and let God protect You).  

The first test was one of reason. "Surely God doesn't want you dead."  Gen. 3:6 
When Eve saw that the tree was good for food and a delight to the eyes..."  

The second test was of faith, "If you believe the word, make it work for you."  Gen. 
3:4 "You surely shall not die."  

The third one was of obedience. "You came to save the world? Why not skip the 
pain and take a shortcut?" Gen. 3:1  "Hath God said...?" I will show you a better way than 
obedience to God. When Jesus returned from the wilderness, His public ministry started. 

 
 

NOVEMBER 5 
 
Jer. 37 Egypt was coming to help Jerusalem fight against Babylon (v. 5). For more 

understanding, refer back to the note on 2 Kings 25, October 18. Egypt retreated home 
before they ever met Babylon in battle (v. 7). Jeremiah bought the field at Anathoth (32:6-
9) after he was thrown into prison (v. 15-21, cp. 32:2). Now why do you think they would 
have suspected Jeremiah of going over to the Chaldeans? 

 



Jer. 38 When a man is set in his course away from God, the word of God is distressing to him (v. 
4). God used a foreign eunuch to save Jeremiah's life (v. 7-13). Zedekiah liked Jeremiah 
(v. 14-28) but was a weak king - much like King Herod and John the Baptist (Mark 6:20). 

 
Matt. 5:1-26 This chapter starts the Sermon on the Mount (it concludes at the end of chapter 7). 

First are the beatitudes (v. 3-12), setting the standard for the kingdom point of view. Then 
Jesus tells us not to act like the rest of the world, for we are to be world changers (v. 13-
16). The next section (v. 17-20) sets the foundation for the rest of the chapter. Keep in 
mind that Jesus is not changing anything, only defining the Law more clearly. Murder is 
first of all in the heart, and then it enters the physical world (v. 21-22). Placing pride 
above wisdom and love will cost you dearly (v. 23-26). 

 
 

NOVEMBER 6 
 
Jer. 39 This is the final destruction of Jerusalem by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. They 

leave only the poorest in Judah. They were not very likely to be much trouble, especially 
now that they had been given vineyards and fields. God watches over Jeremiah (v. 12) just 
as He promised (1:8), and rewards Ebed-melech (v. 16-18) for his good deed (38:8-13). 
The times of the Gentiles (Luke 21:24) begin. 

 
Jer. 40 All the prisoners were taken to Ramah (31:15) for processing (v. 1). There, Jeremiah is 

released (v. 2-6). Gedaliah (v. 5) was appointed puppet-governor over Judah. He was the 
grandson of Shophan, the secretary of King Josiah (2 Kings 22:3,14). "Forces in the field" 
(v. 7) were bands of Jewish guerrillas. They were urged to call it quits and go on with life. 
Refugees that had fled (v. 11,12) returned to harvest the crops. 

 
Matt. 5:27-48 Jesus continues defining the "heart" behind the Law. Sin, adultery in this case (v. 

27-30), does not start with wrong actions, but with wrong hearts. V. 31,32 - The whole 
counsel of God on the subject of divorce cannot be contained in two verses. Jesus is 
clarifying God's standard on marriage as opposed to the general attitude of the social 
leaders. V. 33-37 - God is not impressed or pacified by "word games". He keeps His word 
and we are to do likewise. God doesn't look for loopholes to avoid acting on His promises 
and neither should we (Ps. 15:4). V. 38-42 - Remember, Jesus is NOT changing the Law 
(v. 17-19). He is giving it a fuller definition. The people had taken the Law given to 
instruct judges on how to determine sentencing and used it to justify personal vengeance. 
Today our court system has taken this instruction to individuals and used it as a legal 
standard letting the guilty go unpunished. V. 43-48 The Law never said, "Hate your 
enemy." That was conveniently added by the religious leaders. It destroys all meaning to 
the real command. 

 
 

NOVEMBER 7 
 
Jer. 41 Ishmael was of the royal family (v. 1). Gedaliah had sold out to the Babylonians. The king 

of Ammon (40:14) probably incited him, and most assuredly backed him. As a puppet 



governor, Gedaliah had Babylonian guards with him (v. 3). The eighty men (v. 5), though 
Hebrew, were mourning as heathen nations did  (shaved beards, clothes torn, and bodies 
gashed). Ishmael seeks asylum in Ammon (v. 10) and after a close call (v. 11-14) made it 
through with eight of his ten men (v. 15). Johanan (v. 11) was the leader of the former 
guerrilla movement (40:7-8). Those that were left decided they needed to go to Egypt 
because Nebuchadnezzar didn't know who killed Gedaliah and the Chaldean (Babylonian) 
soldiers, but someone would pay. 

 
Jer. 42 The people approach Jeremiah (he  has credibility now) and ask him if God agrees that 

they should go to Egypt. They promise to do whatever God says (v. 5-6). God says, "Stay 
here and live or go to Egypt and die" (v. 9-18). 

 
Jer. 43 That isn't what they wanted Him to say. People often ask God His will but only want His 

approval on what they have already determined to do. Nebuchadnezzar invaded Egypt less 
than twenty years later. 

 
Matt. 6 In this section of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus deals with hypocrisy in giving (v. 1-4), 

prayer (v. 5-8), and fasting (v. 16-18). All three are part and parcel of Christian living, but 
not a platform for pride. Jesus finishes this chapter with a long discourse on money. God 
is not opposed to saving money (Pr. 6:6-8), but condemns hoarding it (indicates fear or 
idolatry). The whole business of the clear or healthy eye and the evil or bad eye is very 
unclear unless you know the idioms of the language. A clear (healthy) eye is an idiom for 
generous. A bad  (evil) eye is an idiom for stingy. The Bible does not teach that you must 
be poor to middle class to serve God (I Tim. 6:17-19) but it does teach that, regardless of 
your income and savings, you cannot serve God and make an idol of riches (v. 24). 
Money can never be as faithful and reliable as God (v. 25-34). He will take care of the 
basic things (v. 25-32), but His abundant provision is conditional (v. 33). 

 
 

NOVEMBER 8 
 
Jer. 44 God calls the people to put away their idols (v. 8) and their wickedness (v. 9-10). The 

people had learned nothing from the destruction of Jerusalem (v. 15-19). Jeremiah tells 
them that the outcome of their sin will be the same as it was in Judah (v. 27-28). Pharaoh 
Hophra was assassinated about two years before Nebuchadnezzar came to Egypt. 

 
Jer. 45 This chapter is a follow-up to Chapter 36 when King Jehoiakim burned the book that 

Jeremiah dictated to Baruch. He tells Baruch, "Don't expect to be rich and famous because 
you wisely chose the right side in this battle between Jerusalem and Me. Your reward will 
be your life when those around you are being killed." It appears that there was some 
ungodly ambition in Baruch. 

 
Jer. 46 These are actually two prophecies against Egypt. The first (v. 1-12) describes Egypt's 

defeat at Carchemish in 605 (setting up the first of the three deportations of Judah to 
Babylon). The second (v. 13-26) foretells Nebuchadnezzar's victory over Egypt around 
586. Notice the cities listed in verse 14 (cp. 44:1). 



 
Matt. 7 Jesus did NOT say, "Never judge anyone or anything" (I Cor. 2:15, 5:3, 6:2-5, 10:15, 

14:29). He is merely advising that we do it very carefully (v.2-5). God is not afraid to be 
accused of being narrow minded by the ungodly and the scoffers (v. 13-14) and neither 
should we. Jesus is the only way (John 14:6) and "political correctness" will only send 
more people to hell. Real truth does not change. Having correct doctrine is vitally 
important for that is the basis of your understanding of scripture and God Himself. But it 
is very possible to speak correct doctrine and have evil motives (v. 15-20). We must judge 
by God's word and be fruit inspectors. Some will be known as false by reason of their 
fruit, others may appear to have fruit (v. 21-22 cp. 6:1-18) but they never submitted to 
God's word (v. 23). Verses 24-27 are an excellent conclusion to the entire Sermon on the 
Mount. Meditate on it today. 

 
 

NOVEMBER 9 
 
Jer. 47 These are the prophecies against the nations referred to in 25:13. The Philistines would be 

overrun by the Babylonians (waters...from the north - v. 2). 
 
Jer. 48 Moab was a thorn in Judah's flesh. In 602 BC, Jehoiakim rebelled against 

Nebuchadnezzar. It appears that Nebuchadnezzar had Moab (and others) attack Judah (2 
Kings 24:2) until he had time to get there - and died there with them himself. This was 
between the first and second victory of Babylon over Judah. Chemosh (v. 7) was the 
supreme Moabite god. The Moabites disappeared as a people around 200 AD, just as 
Isaiah foretold (Isaiah 25:10-12). Any remnant of them was absorbed into the Arab race. 

 
Matt. 8 No one questions God's ability to heal, only His willingness (v. 2). The answer never 

changes - "I am willing" (v. 3). The centurion has the same question, "Will you heal my 
servant?" The answer never changes (v. 7), "I will." But in this instance (v. 5-13) the 
account of Matthew teaches that Jesus can heal without physically being there if we will 
believe. After teaching God's willingness to heal and His ability to heal over long 
distances, many try to use v. 18 as a proof text that Jesus no longer heals (?). If that 
prophecy was fulfilled through these healings, there should be no more healing miracles 
after Matthew 8:17 (9:6,22,25,30, 14:36, 15:30, 20:34 - not to mention the healings in the 
Book of Acts and throughout church history). Mark (5:2) and Luke (8:27) only mention 
one man in the tombs where Matthew says that there were two (v. 28). It can be 
understood in this way: Although two men were delivered, only one had the character to 
go around and talk about what Jesus did for him (Mark 5:18-20). People who didn't do 
anything are not given much space in the Bible. Also note that when God did a miraculous 
thing (the people had to have been adversely affected by these men - v. 28), the people 
wanted Him to leave their region. Selah. 

 
 



NOVEMBER 10 
 
Jer. 49 Nebuchadnezzar was used by God to conquer Ammon (v. 1-6), Edom (v. 7-22), Syria 

(Damascus is the capital - v. 23-27), Arabia (v. 28-33) and Elam (v. 34-39). 
 
Jer. 50 Babylon, even though used by God to bring judgment on other nations, was not exempt 

from the penalty of its own sins. Marduk (v. 2) is the principal god of Babylon. God not 
only predicts the demise of Babylon, but also gives the present location (v. 3,9) of the 
nation who would do it. The Medes would have the honor of toppling Babylon. 

 
Matt. 9:1-17 What was Jesus' reason for not immediately healing the paralytic (v. 1-8)? Based on 

what Jesus taught in v. 14-15, should believers fast today? 
 
 

NOVEMBER 11 
 
Jer. 51 The Medes are again named as the future conquerors of Babylon (v. 11,28). The 

kingdoms listed in verse 27 were conquered by the Medes and therefore were allies with 
them against Babylon. Chapters 50 and 51 were copied and sent to Babylon with a 
political delegation led by King Zedekiah (v. 59). This happened about four years after the 
second Babylonian victory in Judah (2 Kings 25:2-4). Seraiah was Baruch's brother 
(32:12). Jeremiah's words were to be read to the Israelites at Babylon as encouragement to 
them (v. 61-64) that they would return to their homeland. 

 
Jer. 52 This chapter is virtually the same as 2 Kings 24:18 - 25:30. It details the fulfillment of 

Jeremiah's prophecies. 
 
Matt. 9:18-38 For comments on Jairus and the women with the hemorrhage see Mark 5:21-43 

(August 28). Sicknesses can be the result of natural causes or direct demonic activity (v. 
32-34). Sometimes casting the demon out was all that was needed, other times healing had 
to follow it (Luke 13:10-13). Jesus never healed a symptom brought on by a demon until 
the demon was first cast out. 

 
 

NOVEMBER 12 
 

Lamentations - In the Hebrew Bible, Lamentations is placed among the group of books 
referred to as Psalms (Luke 24:44). Each chapter is a dirge, a song of mourning over the 
destruction of Jerusalem. Although the book does not name Jeremiah as the author, it has 
been attributed to him from ancient times. It flows with the ministry that Jeremiah walked 
in (2 Chron. 35:25). 

 
Lam. 1 This chapter, as well as chapters 2-4, is an acrostic poem. That is, the letters of the 

Hebrew alphabet were used in succession to start each verse (or, as in chapter 3, every 
three verses start with the same letter). Jeremiah personifies Jerusalem as a widowed 



princess (v. 1). Now, after her destruction, she cries out to God (v. 20-22). The writer was 
obviously an eyewitness to the fall of Jerusalem. 

 
Lam. 2 Jeremiah laments over the death and destruction that accompanied the fall of Jerusalem. 

"The anger of God" (v. 1,2,3,4,6,21, & 22) is the focal point of this chapter. The gross sins 
of the people brought hunger and death to the innocent (v. 11,12). God's people (v. 14) - 
or those who were supposed to be spiritual leaders - led them astray. The judgment on 
Jerusalem wasn't sterile or selective, but it was complete. Many times innocent people 
suffer for the actions of their leaders. 

 
Matt. 10:1-23 It was time to multiply the ministry. The disciples had been with Jesus long enough 

to make their first solo (in twos rather) missions trip. The need is great; the harvest is 
plentiful (9:37,38). If we believe that a Christian must be near perfect before he can 
minister to someone else, only the proud will ever step out. Learn a little. Go and use it. 
Then learn more. That is how Jesus trained His disciples. 

 
 

NOVEMBER 13 
 
Lam. 3 Jeremiah complains to God (v. 1-18) and then acknowledges that they deserved worse (v. 

22 - alternate translation - "It is because of the lovingkindness of the Lord that we are not 
consumed..."). Jeremiah does not perceive God as inconsistent; therefore he decides to 
trust God with his future and turns to Him (v. 21-38). Then Jeremiah confesses that they 
deserved God's judgment (v. 39-47), but he is still heartbroken to see his people's 
suffering (v. 48-51). Then he laments the treatment he himself received at the hands of his 
own people because of his ministry and because of their hard-heartedness (v. 52-66). 

 
Lam. 4 Jeremiah describes the horrors of the siege on Jerusalem - scenes that were imprinted on 

his mind. Even with years of prophetic warning, the people were so stiff-necked that they 
would let their children die rather than repent. 

 
Lam. 5 A fitting conclusion to the book. It is a prayer for mercy and restoration. During public 

readings, the Jews reverse verses 21 and 22 so that it ends on a happier note. 
 
Matt. 10:24-42 Although the Holy Spirit is our ultimate teacher, God has placed other ministers in 

the church to teach us (Eph. 4:11-13). If you only receive from one or a couple of 
ministers, your knowledge will be no more than what they know and probably less (v. 
24,25). The whole mind of Christ is resident in the BODY of Christ. You still must use 
wisdom in WHO you listen to (see Matt. 7 - November 8). 

 
 

NOVEMBER 14 
 
Dan. 1 Daniel was taken captive the first time Babylon defeated Judah (see 2 Kings 24, October 

18). It was common practice to spoil the temple of the defeated nation and add the 
treasures of that temple to the treasures of the "victorious god." The belief was that the 



god of the conquering nation would assimilate the power of the defeated nation's god and 
therefore be even more powerful in future battles.  Daniel and his three friends all had 
names that spoke of God ("el" and "iah" are shortened forms of YAHWEH). The new 
names (v. 7) all contained names of Babylonian gods and were to make them "more 
Babylonian.” The king's choice food (v. 8) was food that had two things wrong with it: (1) 
it had been offered to Babylonian idols and (2) the Babylonians didn't observe "clean or 
unclean foods" (Lev. 11) and did not drain the blood as prescribed by God (Lev. 17:10-
16). God blessed their faithfulness to Him (v.17-20) and gave them wisdom and long life 
(Prov. 3:16). Daniel lived into his nineties. 

 
Dan. 2 Nebuchadnezzar had reigned two years with his ailing father. This is the second year of 

his solo reign (Jer. 25:1). That means that Daniel's class (1:5) had just recently graduated. 
The wise men of the kingdom were engaged in a wide variety of occult practices. The 
magicians, conjurers, sorcerers and Chaldeans all tried to use powers that were forbidden 
by God in Deuteronomy 18:10-12. "The Chaldeans" had ceased to be just the people of 
Chaldea (Babylon); the title now identified the learned class of people - the astronomers, 
the scientists and the prophetic students. 
HISTORICAL FULFILLMENT OF THE DREAM: 
1.) The gold head represented Babylon, great in power. 
2.) The silver breast and arms - the Medes and Persians who conquered Babylon (Dan. 
5:31) and ruled most of the known world from 538-333 BC 
3.) The bronze belly and thighs - Greece, under Alexander the Great, conquered Babylon 
and the lands around the Mediterranean Sea. 
4.) The legs of iron and feet of clay - Rome. The ten toes are ten kingdoms (v. 44) that 
come out of the Roman Empire and appear to be in existence at the Second Coming of 
Jesus Christ. The ten kingdoms represented here have not arisen yet, but will be ruling the 
world at the time of the Second Coming of Jesus. Many believe that the European 
Common Market is a fulfillment of this prophecy. The church age (between the death of 
Jesus Christ and His Second Coming) is omitted in the vision. This is not unusual and you 
will find out later why that happens. This (v. 48) is the first of three times that Daniel is 
honored and given money and power. This chapter makes it clear that Daniel's faith was 
genuine, not just a religious commitment to observe the law of God. 

 
Matt. 11 John the Baptist, now in prison, is wavering in his confidence about Jesus being the 

Messiah (v. 2,3). When the Messiah comes, shouldn't Israel readily accept Him and crown 
Him King? Shouldn't tyranny, sin, and injustice be judged and destroyed? Jesus answers, 
"I have proven who I am (v. 4,5). Trust Me and let things be done God's way (v. 6). Jesus 
is never offended at honest questions from those who really are seeking after truth. John is 
not chided for unbelief, but highly commended for his obedience (v. 7-15). Different 
methods reach different people. But those who are hard-hearted cannot be reached in any 
manner (v. 16-24). God will never be revealed through intelligence or pride, but through 
faith and obedience (v. 25-30 cp. I Cor. 1:18-25). 

 
 



NOVEMBER 15 
 
Dan. 3 Several years later, King Nebuchadnezzar built the statue that he dreamed about (but 

embellished it by making it gold from top to bottom) and wanted everyone to worship it. 
It stood about 90 feet tall. The king calls all his officers and leaders to the dedication 
(v.3). Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego are charged with rebellion against the king 
instead of being considered conscientious Jews. Nebuchadnezzar's pride caused him to 
challenge the God that he had once acknowledged as the "Lord of Kings" (2:47). Verses 
17 and 18 contain one of the greatest statements any man has ever uttered. It displays 
faith, courage and commitment to God in life or death. The only thing that the fire burned 
off was the rope that bound them (v. 25). Do trials "burn off" excess baggage in your life? 
Why or why not? 

 
Dan. 4 This public proclamation made by Nebuchadnezzar was the result of the humbling that 

took place in verses 31-37. Daniel is a loyal subject and does not wish the king evil (v. 
19). Archaeological findings show us that, in the natural, King Nebuchadnezzar had done 
much to be proud of. But God opposes the proud and gives grace to the humble. Pride 
receives the credit for what we could not have done without God. The king was struck 
with boanthropy - a malady that has been documented in modern times. Daniel was 
declared the chief of the magicians (v. 9), the chief prefect over all the wise men of 
Babylon (2:48) and chief of the magicians, conjurers, Chaldeans and diviners (5:11). This 
provides the basis for the theory that the Magi (wise men) from the East who came to 
worship Jesus at His birth (Matt. 2 - Nov. 2) were descendants of the wise men of 
Babylon. Daniel's writings, as well as Old Testament prophecies, would be highly 
respected among the learned. The Chaldeans were noted for their studies in astronomy 
(Matt. 2:1-2) and science. Daniel’s leadership could have been a purifying force in their 
studying of the stars - astronomy NOT astrology. 

 
Matt. 12:1-21 Here (v. 1-13) we have what I call "The Law of Life." That is, when God's Laws 

conflict (v. 4,11) we must obey the higher law, which is preserving the life of the innocent 
and/or the life of God's people. The Pharisees, on the other hand, held the Sabbath law to 
be the higher law (v. 10, 14) - as long as it was convenient for them (v. 11). 

 
 

NOVEMBER 16 
 
Dan. 5 Now we jump ahead thirty-some years. Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 BC and his son, Evil-

Merodach, took the throne (Jer. 52:31). Evil-Merodach was murdered by his brother-in-
law, Nergal-sar-ezer (first mentioned in Jer. 39:3,13) in 560. Nergal-sar-ezer left the 
throne to his son, Labashi-marduk, in 556. That same year, a group that included 
Nabonidus assassinated Labashi-marduk. Nabonidus became king and though still alive, 
turned the throne over to his son, Belshazzar, in 539 BC, just a few years before Darius 
came and conquered Babylon (v. 30, 31). "Father," (v. 2) comes from the fact that his 
mother was the daughter of Nebuchadnezzar. Because Belshazzar's father was still alive, 
the man who interpreted the message was only offered third place in the kingdom (v. 7). 
The queen (v. 10) was Belshazzar's mother or grandmother. The words were not foreign, 



but cryptic. Literally translated they said, "A mina, a mina, a shekel and a half-shekel" - 
all were common weights or units of money. Daniel interprets them with their root 
meanings, "number, number, weigh, divide." History confirms that Babylon was 
destroyed when the Medes diverted the Euphrates River and simply walked into the 
impregnable city on the dry riverbed and found the people in a drunken festival. 

 
Dan. 6 Daniel, now in his eighties, was able to make the transition from a Babylonian chief 

prefect (2:48) to a Medo-Persian commissioner. His righteous living brought him favor 
from King Darius and jealousy from the dishonest politicians (v. 3,4). King Darius was 
snared by his pride (v. 6-9). Daniel knew that this decree was meant for him alone and 
therefore, when he could have prayed in secret or not "officially" prayed for a month, he 
decided that it was not a good time to start compromising. How often have you prayed in 
the last 30 days? Would you be guilty of breaking the law? The law of the Medes and 
Persians cannot be revoked (v. 8, 12 & 15) for anyone or any group of people (Esther 1:9 
& 8:8). Darius knows that he has been tricked, but can do nothing about it until the 
sentence is carried out (v. 20-24). It seems that Darius had some reason to believe that the 
lions might not eat Daniel (v. 16-20) and sealed the stone (v. 17) so that Daniel's enemies 
might not kill him some other way during the night. 

 
Matt. 12:22-50 As the people are finally starting to catch on (v. 23), the Pharisees have to make 

some decisions: "We were expecting a Messiah who would affirm our self-righteousness. 
We were expecting a Messiah who would come into the temple to do His miracles. This 
Jesus is systematically destroying the great traditions of our fathers. If we accept Him we 
are saying that they, and we, were wrong. If we accept Him as the Messiah, we will have 
to give up our exalted positions in the synagogue (serving God). We will lose all of our 
prestige and power. If we reject Him, we must explain how He is doing such great and 
compassionate miracles that have never been done before. If we accept Him as the 
Messiah, we will have to rebel against Rome and possibly lose our families and our lives. 
If we reject Him, we must reject John the Baptist's testimony of Him." The lines are 
drawn, Jesus is rejected by the religious leaders of the nation (v. 24). 

 
 

NOVEMBER 17 
 
Dan. 7 The last half of the book Daniel is a collection of visions. This chapter happened fourteen 

years before chapter 5. This vision parallels the dream that King Nebuchadnezzar had. 
The main difference is that while Nebuchadnezzar saw the outward beauty of the 
kingdoms, Daniel saw the fierceness and violence of them. The sea (v. 3) represents the 
mass of humanity, the beasts arising out of the people. 

The first beast (v. 4) represented Babylon with its strength and speed. Babylon, for 
all its faults, was a bastion of stateliness. For the symbolism of the lion and eagle, see 
Jeremiah 4:7 & 13. 

The second beast (v. 5) is the Medo-Persian Empire, which is symbolized by a bear, 
less noble but fiercer and stronger (Is. 13:17-18). 



The third beast (v. 6) is Greece. Alexander the Great swiftly (as a leopard) 
conquered Macedonia, Asia Minor, Syria, Israel, Egypt and finally, Persia. But he died 
unexpectedly at age thirty-two and the kingdom was divided between his four generals. 

The fourth beast (v. 7) is Rome. Each one is fiercer that the last.  This beast is 
explained more fully in verses 19-26. The Roman Empire, which was ruling the known 
world at the time of the first coming of Christ, will again be ruling before He comes again. 
But it will be divided up between ten kings (v. 24 cp. ten toes in 2:41,42). Then, three of 
the kings will be subdued by the "little horn." He is the "beast" of Revelation 13. 

 
Dan. 8 Susa (v. 2) was about 250 miles east of Babylon. Susa later became the Persian capital 

city (Esther 1:2). Daniel is seeing a fuller revelation about the second kingdom (v. 3-4, the 
Medo-Persian kingdom - Persia was the younger kingdom but gained dominance under 
the leadership of Cyrus) and the third kingdom (v. 5-14 Greece, under Alexander the 
Great and, after his death, his four generals). The single horn (v. 9) coming out of Greece 
was fulfilled by Antiochus III (the Great - who conquered and ruled three of the four 
regions that the generals had divided) and (v. 10) Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) who took the 
throne in 175 BC and plundered the temple in Jerusalem and defied God by offering pig's 
flesh on the holy altar (v. 11, 23-25). His persecution of God's people lasted 2,300 days 
(from October 171 BC to December 25, 165 BC - v. 14). 

 
Matt. 13:1-32 When a person formally and totally rejects Jesus, as the Scribes, Sadducees, and 

Pharisees did, their heart is hardened and their mind is made dull. If there was ANY way 
to reach them, it was through parables (v. 14,15 is not a curse but a statement of fact). It 
did work at times (15:12 - though the disciples didn't understand it 15:15, and 21:45). It 
was not a "secret language for followers of Jesus Christ for rarely did they understand 
what He was saying without an interpretation. 

The parable of "The Sower Sows the Word" (v. 3-9, 18-23) is about the hearts of 
men. If your heart is not good soil, it is YOUR responsibility to prayerfully change it. The 
parable of "The Tares" (v. 24-30) teaches us that there will always be corruption, unsaved, 
false prophets, etc. in the church until Jesus comes back. The reason God doesn't root out 
all evil is because many saints are so intertwined with it that they would be removed also 
(v. 29). 

The parable of "The Mustard Seed" tells us that the church will grow into a mighty 
force on the earth (it was pretty small at the time) and will be a resting-place to both the 
godly and ungodly ("birds of the air"). 

 
 

NOVEMBER 18 
 
Dan. 9 Daniel had been studying the prophecies of Jeremiah (Jer. 25:11-12) and discovered that 

God had declared that the captivity was to last seventy years. The time to return to 
Jerusalem was upon them. But, sin got them into captivity and only repentance could get 
them out. So, Daniel prays fervently for forgiveness and God's mercy on his people (v. 3-
19). Gabriel was always used as God's messenger (cp. Luke 1:19,26). 

Verse 24 - Seventy weeks is seventy sevens, that is 490 years (360 day years - Rev. 
12:6,14) until the end of sin, unrighteousness, etc. The prophetic clock will start when a 



decree goes forth to rebuild Jerusalem (445 BC - Nehemiah 2:5). From that time, it will be 
483 years of 360 days (which mathematically prove to be 476 years) until the crucifixion 
of Jesus Christ (AD 32 - remember, there is no 0 BC - v. 26). For the mathematical 
figuring, see below*. The clock will stop and the church age begins (outside this 
timetable). Jerusalem would be destroyed (AD 70 by Titus of Rome - "the prince who is 
to come"). When the "times of the Gentiles" (the church age) is completed, the clock will 
start its last seven-year countdown (v.27). Covenants and treaties will dominate the first 
three and one half years. The last three and one half by war, destruction and desolation. 
Scoffield has this to say about prophetic timetables, "...it should be remembered that, in 
the grand sweep of prophecy, prophetic time is invariable so near as to give warning, so 
indeterminate as to give no satisfaction to mere curiosity. (Matt. 24:36; Acts 1:7)" 
*First, we must convert their 360-day years to 365-day years: 

483 years x 5 (extra days per year) =  2415 additional days 
Then we will add in the leap years 
483 years / 4  = 121 leap years  =     121 days lost 

2536 total days lost 
1. 2536 / 365 = 7 years lost by using only 360 day years (19 days short). 
2. 483 years (69 x 7) - 7 years = 476 years prophesied in v. 25 
3. 445 BC + 476 years = AD 32 (v. 26) because the years go - 

3 BC, 2 BC, 1 BC, AD 1, AD 2, AD 3, etc. 
 
Dan. 10 Daniel, who was at least ninety years old, had been fasting for three weeks. He was 

concerned for his people (v. 14). The fast may have been the result of Daniel's concern 
about the Jews lack of response to the proclamation of Cyrus (Ezra 1:1-3) that allowed the 
Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild it. The vision (v. 5,6) that Daniel saw was very 
similar to the one that John saw on the Isle of Patmos (Rev. 1:13-16). Daniel is overcome 
and falls into a deep sleep (v. 9). An angel then comes and wakes him (v. 10).  The prince 
of the kingdom of Persia (v. 13) was a demonic entity that was ruling through the 
successive kings of Persia. The battle (v. 13) was to prevent the angel from answering 
Daniel's prayer for understanding. There is a continuing battle between those evil spirits 
who are trying to destroy God's people and those who are trying to protect them. Don't go 
beyond what is revealed here and come up with strange doctrines about heavenly battles 
and how to pray. Daniel was praying TO God, not AGAINST the demonic powers. 
Michael is the only angel given the title "Archangel" (Jude 9). He has the special 
assignment to watch over the affairs of the people of Israel (12:1). 

 
Matt. 13:33-58 The parable of "The Leaven" again warns that the church will not be pure (leaven 

ALWAYS symbolizes sin - impurities in scripture). The "Treasure" (v. 44) and the 
"Pearl" (v. 45,46) are the church, not Jesus. Jesus is the buyer in both instances for we 
have nothing with which to buy Him. Then, the disciples lie to Jesus (v. 51). 

 
 

NOVEMBER 19 
 
Dan. 11 This chapter gives detailed prophecies about the end of the Persian Empire (v. 2) and the 

rise of Alexander the Great and the Greek Empire (v. 3,4). The history that this chapter 



predicts took place between the Old and New Testaments. When Alexander died at the 
young age of thirty-two, the Greek kingdom was divided up between his four generals, 
none of whom were related to Alexander (v. 4). The four kingdoms were Macedonia, Asia 
Minor, Syria (king of the North - v. 6) and Egypt (king of the South - v. 5). Only the kings 
of Syria and Egypt were expounded upon because Israel was affected by their politics.  
Notice on a map where Israel is in relation to Egypt and Syria. The kings of the South 
were known as the Ptolemies (a dynasty of Greek kings ruling in Egypt) and the kings of 
the North were known as the Seleucids (a dynasty of Greek kings who ruled Syria). As 
prophesied (v. 6), Ptolemy II gave his daughter in marriage to Antiochus I, a Seleucid. 
She was later divorced and murdered. Her brother, Ptolemy III, attacked Syria for revenge 
(v. 7,8). Verses 9-14 tell of 23 years of on-going battles between Egypt and Syria. Finally, 
there is a definite winner (v. 15-18). Antiochus III (the Great) defeats Egypt and gives his 
daughter in marriage to Ptolemy V. He annexed the Asia Minor and then tried to invade 
Greece (that would be all that Alexander had conquered under one leader again). But 
Rome (v. 18) stopped him and forced him to pay tribute to Rome (v. 19). His son (v. 20), 
Seleucus IV (also known as Philopator) taxed the Jews heavily to recoup losses to Rome. 
Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) succeeded his brother and was a despicable person (v. 21). He 
gained control of Egypt through the treachery of Ptolemy's own men and, on his way back 
to Syria, attacked Jerusalem and slaughtered 80,000 Jews (v. 25-28). He attacked Egypt 
again (v. 29,30) but this time he was turned back by Roman ships. In pride, he entered 
Jerusalem again and desecrated the temple (v. 31 - see notes on Daniel 8, November 16) 
and tried to institute idolatry in the temple. Some Jews helped him, but many others 
resisted and were martyred (v. 32-33). Judas Maccabaeus, a priest, led a successful revolt 
that was started by his aging father, Mattathias. The history of the Maccabean revolt is 
long and interesting. The feast of Purim originated during this time. Verses 36-45 is 
prophecy yet to be fulfilled which describes the suffering yet to be borne by the Jews 
during the events of Revelation. This leads us into chapter 12. 

 
Dan. 12 "At that time" (v. 1) refers to when the events of 11:36-45 take place. For information on 

Michael, see Daniel 10, November 17. The resurrection of the righteous dead (v.2,3) will 
take place at the second coming of Jesus (1 Thess. 4:16,17; Rev. 20:4,5); the resurrection 
of the unrighteous dead will occur after the Millennium (Rev. 20:5). Prophetic words can 
only be guessed at with educated accuracy until they come to pass. The purpose of 
prophecy is to encourage believers to remain steadfast in times of trouble. Never, in 
regard to the first or Second Coming of Christ, have they been given for the purpose of 
figuring out exact timetables. 

 
Matt. 14:1-21 Herod the Great (Matt. 2:1) died in 4 BC (yes, Jesus was born no later than 4 BC). 

When he died, the territory he ruled was split up. His son, Herod Archelaus, reigned in 
Judea (Matt. 2:22). Another son, Herod Philip (v. 3), was the tetrarch of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis (Luke 3:1). A third son, Herod Antipas was the Roman governor (the Tetrarch 
- 14:1) of Galilee and Perea. It was this Herod Antipas who beheaded John the Baptist (v. 
1-12). Jesus, wanting solace, tried to get alone with God. The people followed and Jesus 
called upon supernatural strength to minister to their needs (v. 14-21). 

 
 



NOVEMBER 20 
 
Ezek. 1 Ezekiel was taken to Babylon at the second weakening of Jerusalem. Daniel had already 

been there for several years (see 2 Kings 24, Oct. 18). Many of the images in the Book of 
Revelation are found first in Ezekiel. An understanding of Ezekiel is necessary to 
understand Revelation. 

Ezekiel was of the priestly line (v. 3) and "the thirtieth year" (v. 1) was the thirtieth 
year of Ezekiel's life - the year that he would start his priestly duties. What Ezekiel saw (v. 
4-21) was a cherub (cp. 10:20). Cherubim (plural for cherub) are thought to be the highest 
class of angelic beings (followed by seraphim - see Isaiah 6, Sept. 17). Cherubim were 
placed to guard the way to the Tree of Life (Gen. 3:24), their images were fashioned on 
the lid of the Ark of the Covenant (Ex. 25:18-20) and pictures of them were woven on the 
curtain, which separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies (Ex. 26:31). The four 
faces are said to be on the standards of the Israelites in the wilderness (see commentary on 
Numbers 2, February 23). They have further been paralleled to the four gospels. Matthew 
describes Jesus as the "Lion of the Tribe of Judah." Mark's gospel reveals Jesus as the 
"servant" (bull). Luke emphasizes His humanity and John His deity (eagle). Their purpose 
is to guard the glory and righteousness of God (Gen. 3:24, Ex. 26:1,31, 36:8,35), the 
mercy of God (Ex. 25:22, 37:9) and the government of God (1 Sam. 4:4, Ps. 80:1, 99:1, 
Ez. 1:22-26). 

 
Ezek. 2 Now God calls Ezekiel to prophesy to Israel (those in captivity with him) concerning their 

rebellion and stubbornness in their relationship with God. 
 
Ezek. 3 The Word of God is sweet to those who love Him regardless of what that word is (v. 3 cp. 

2:10). Why would God bother to send Ezekiel when He already knew that they would 
NOT listen to him? The answer is found in the justice of God. No man will be able to say 
to God on Judgment Day, "It's not fair, I never had a chance. No one told me." Even when 
people are rebellious and stubborn, He still wants them to hear. The responsibility of the 
watchman (v. 17-21) does not diminish the personal responsibility of men, but simply is a 
warning from God to Christian leaders and anyone else with a word from God. The 
people seem to have rejected Ezekiel between verses 21 and 22 and turned against him. 
God now strikes Ezekiel dumb (v. 26) and Ezekiel communicates through symbol and 
gesture until the fall of Jerusalem (24:25-27, 33:21-22). 

 
Matt. 14:22-36 Jesus still needed the time alone with His Father (v. 22,23). The disciples still had 

some superstition and wrong beliefs to get out of them (v. 26). Some of the many 
observations made about this event over the years are: 

1. You have to admit, v. 28 was a dumb thing to say. 
2. Give Peter some credit, the other disciples were still sitting in the boat. 
3. Nothing changed for Peter to sink except that HE took his eyes off Jesus and 

became afraid. 
4. Jesus didn't leave Peter in the mess Peter created. 

 
 



NOVEMBER 21 
 
Ezek. 4 This is the first symbolic message told of the coming destruction of Jerusalem (v. 1-3) and 

approximately how many years Israel and Judah each would suffer captivity and 
displacement. Ezekiel was to lie on his side (probably for several hours each day, not 
continuously) for over fourteen months and eat what is called "famine bread." This is 
bread that is made out of whatever can be found during a long siege and resultant famine. 
God told him to use human dung as fuel for the oven to bake his bread but Ezekiel 
prevailed on God in prayer (v. 14,15) and God relented and told him to use cow dung. The 
point is that Ezekiel's request came out of a pure heart and God yielded. What does that 
tell you about prayer? God doesn't often acquiesce (Matt. 26:39) but it is okay to ask. 

 
Ezek. 5 Now Ezekiel shaves his head to demonstrate what will become of the people still in 

Jerusalem when it falls. Verses 5-17 do an adequate job of interpreting the symbolism of 
the hair. 

 
Ezek. 6 The worship of Baal was so rampant that most of the mountains in Judah had altars to him 

(v. 1-7). God brought them into the Promised Land to rid it of false idols, not for the Jews 
to embrace them. For that reason, judgment was sure, swift and severe. God is slow to 
wrath, but He does have His limits. But His is not an emotional wrath that has self-
satisfaction as its only objective - God's purpose was to save a remnant who would be 
faithful and obedient. 

 
Matt. 15:1-20 Once again the Pharisees try to accuse Jesus of “wrong doing” based on the 

traditions (Oral Law) of the Elders (v. 1,2). Jesus comes right back by accusing them of 
holding their traditions higher than the Law (v. 3-9). If that wasn't enough, Jesus calls the 
people together to publicly deliver His last blow at the Pharisees (v. 10,11). Now read 
verse 12. I don't see Jesus much surprised at that statement. 

 
 

NOVEMBER 22 
 
Ezek. 7 This chapter is a song of the destruction of Judah. It reiterates that God's purpose is to 

save a remnant who would know that God is the only God (v. 27). Gold and silver will be 
worthless (v. 19). They mocked God by worshipping idols in the temple at Jerusalem (v. 
20-22). 

 
Ezek. 8 His past assignments done and his hair grown back (v.3), a vision of the pre-incarnate 

Christ (compare this with John's description in Revelation 1:12-16) appears and shows 
Ezekiel the abominations that are going on in Jerusalem, many performed by the religious 
leaders - the priesthood. Ezekiel saw the elders of Israel worshipping bugs and animals (v. 
9-12) because they thought God had forsaken them. God had never forsaken them. They 
turned away from Him. God was STILL calling for them to repent. Tammuz (v. 14) was a 
male Babylonian fertility god. And finally Ezekiel was shown some men turning their 
backs to God's temple to worship the sun (v. 15,16). God wanted Ezekiel to see these 
things so he could tell the people in captivity of the justice involved in the coming 



destruction. You see, those far away may have convinced themselves that "It wasn't so 
bad - God was unjust in His actions." We often accuse God without knowing the facts, 
although we think we know them. 

 
Ezek. 9 Notice in verse 4 that God will protect His people. The sin of a nation may bring 

judgment and the judgment may affect the righteous (captivity, famine, lack, etc.), but 
when a judgment is from God He will ultimately protect His own. There is a difference 
between being inconvenienced and being punished. The mark (v. 4) is literally "taw," the 
last letter of the Hebrew alphabet that resembles a small "t" in English (a cross). This is 
the first time we are introduced to the idea of “marking” a people on the forehead. This 
was not a physical mark or a computer chip. Only God and His angels could see it. Could 
this also be true of the mark of the Beast in Rev. 13:16? If the forehead represents our 
thoughts and the right hand represents our actions, could the mark of the Beast be the 
doctrines, philosophies, and morals of a people and their resulting actions? 

 
Matt. 15:21-39 Jesus did everything with a purpose. For some reason, the events in verses 21-28 

had to unfold as they did. Some possible reasons: 
1. The woman was coming under the false pretense of being Jewish (v. 22) - trying 

to fool God. 
2. Her pride had to be overcome (as Elisha did with Naaman - II Kings 5:10-12) 
3. Healing is a covenant promise. At that time, there were two ways to come under 

the covenant - be born into it or be adopted into it by faith (Gen. 15:6, Joel 2:32). Her 
faith had to be tested. 

Feeding of the 4000 (v. 32-39) - Jesus had more food and less people to feed than in 
14:14-21. God will always use what you have to accomplish what He desires. 

 
 

NOVEMBER 23 
 
Ezek. 10 The man clothed in linen (v. 2) was the same man who marked the faithful (9:3,4). God 

now instructs him to scatter coals of judgment on the city. Ezekiel describes the cherub 
much as he did in chapter 1. Understand that this is a very holy angel, not some freak 
creature. Instead of the face of a bull, this time Ezekiel calls it the face of a cherub (v. 14), 
probably because he saw it first and considered it the principal appearance (cp. v. 22). 

 
Ezek. 11 Ezekiel sees some men that he recognizes plotting resistance against Babylon (which God 

had previously said would be disastrous to them). "Pot" (v. 1,7,11) seems to refer to a 
cooking pot that will protect them from the flames. As Ezekiel is prophesying (v. 5-12), 
Pelatiah falls dead (v. 13) as a sign of the coming disaster. God is a sanctuary to all who 
remain faithful to Him (v. 16).   Then comes the first prophecy of the future - the 
returning glory of Israel (v. 17-20). The glory of God (symbolized in the cherubim) had 
previously left the Holy of Holies to the threshold of the temple (9:3 10:4), then from the 
threshold to the East Gate of Jerusalem (10:19) and now it leaves Jerusalem (v. 22,23) 
altogether. See note in Ezekiel 43 (Dec. 7) for the return of the glory of God. 

 



Ezek. 12 Here is what we call today an illustrated sermon. God made Ezekiel's ministry very 
dramatic (v. 1-16). Digging through the wall (v. 5) indicates trying to escape a surrounded 
city (compare what really happened a few years later - Jer. 52:7-11). He was showing 
them what was going to happen in Jerusalem. Why (they were already in captivity)? It 
was because God wanted them to know WHY judgment was coming so the captives 
would learn to fear and worship Him. Ezekiel (just like Jeremiah who was prophesying 
the same things in Jerusalem) for several months had prophesied as imminent the 
destruction of Jerusalem and yet it hadn't happened (v. 21-27), so the people are getting 
skeptical and listening to false prophets (v. 24). 

 
Matt. 16 The leaven of the Pharisees is legalism. The leaven of the Sadducees is materialism (they 

were the landowners and aristocrats of the society), and naturalism (they did not believe in 
anything outside this life). The time for Jesus to be crucified is coming. How far have the 
disciples come (v. 13-17)? There was obviously a deep-rooted belief in some form of 
reincarnation (v. 14). The Bible makes it clear that (Heb. 9:27) "it is appointed unto man 
ONCE to die, then comes the judgment." It is interesting to note that although they often 
stated their belief in Jesus (14:33) when He would do something really miraculous, they 
could not maintain that conviction unless or until God, the Father, revealed it to them 
(v.17). The passage of Peter and the keys (v. 18,19) has been the basis of much 
controversy. Jesus was going to build His church upon the "rock" of faith in Him - that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, NOT upon Peter. Peter was submitted to the apostles 
and brethren in Judea (Acts 11:1-4) and to Paul (Gal. 2:11). 
Secondly, "the gates of hell shall not overpower it": 

1. Satan does not live or rule in hell. It is a place of torment that neither he nor his 
demons are immune (Luke 8:31) He is the prince of the power of the air (Eph. 2:2). Hell 
is the place of the unsaved dead. 

2. Obviously gates cannot attack anything or anyone. 
3. Is the church the aggressor? What Biblical reason would the church have to 

"storm the gates of hell?" 
4. "Gates" in the Bible refer to the seat of power (Gen. 22:17). If you "took the gates 

of the city" you had the city. The power (threat) of death (martyrdom) shall not stop the 
growth of the church. For death has been beaten. It has lost its sting (I Cor. 15:54-57). 

 
 

NOVEMBER 24 
 
Ezek. 13 These were not false prophets who represented other gods, they were prophesying lies in 

the name of the Lord. They did not build a moral foundation (v. 5), they made up visions 
and prophecy of deliverance and good times ahead hoping that they would be right (v. 6-
8) and they whitewashed sin (v. 10-12). Sin can be justified a million different ways but 
God will never accept excuses. All of our problems in this world are a result of sin. God 
hates sin so much that He sent Jesus to die for it, so we could put it away from us. If we 
persist in our own desires, there is nothing else that can be done. Sorceresses were using 
bands and veils to curse the innocent and bless the guilty (v. 17-23). God will repay them 
for their evil. 

 



Ezek. 14 Some elders (spiritual leaders in Babylon with Ezekiel) approached Ezekiel to hear what 
God would say to them about the future of Israel (v. 1). God said, "I will destroy all who 
come to Me and pretend to want to hear Me, when all the time their hearts are filled with 
idolatry, so that Israel will no longer stray from Me (v. 11). The Jews were looking to 
those who were spiritual around them to be the guarantee that God really wouldn't destroy 
Jerusalem. God says that each will live or die for themselves this time (v. 12-21). But the 
most important part of this chapter is the last two verses - God declares that the ones who 
do live and are carried off into captivity will prove that His destruction of Jerusalem was 
not in vain, that the survivors will know that the Lord is God. Historically, from this time 
forward, the Jews have never worshiped physical idols again. 

 
Ezek. 15 Israel is often referred to as a vine. The time to bear fruit is long past and the vine 

produced none. It has already been charred (partially destroyed). Therefore, there is 
nothing left to save or use. They will be totally destroyed. 

 
Matt. 17 The statement made in 16:28 is fulfilled in v. 2. John the Baptist (v. 10-13) was NOT 

Elijah in the sense of reincarnation (John 1:21). He was Elijah in the sense that he 
preached with the same spirit of fervor to the people. The biggest challenge to our faith in 
God (v. 14-21) is our faith or fear in what we see (14:30). If v. 21 is in the original 
manuscript (as it is in Mark 9:29) it is teaching that unbelief comes out by prayer and 
fasting, not demons. 

The two drachma tax was levied to pay all of the expenses of keeping the temple 
running - sacrifices, oil, wine, flour, incense, replacement of robes and curtains as 
necessary, etc. This was a perfectly legitimate annual tax according to Exodus 30:13 - and 
necessary. Jesus abdicates His rights as Son for the higher purpose of not causing offense. 
Being a good Christian demands that we be good citizens in all areas not in conflict with 
the scriptures. Has God ever asked you to give up a legitimate "right" so that others 
wouldn't stumble? 

 
 

NOVEMBER 25 
 
Ezek. 16 The Amorite and Hittite origins are symbolic of Israel's immorality, not actual parentage. 

The Amorites and Hittites are descendants from Canaan (Gen. 10:15,16). Remember, 
Canaan was the one cursed by Noah in Genesis 9. God is saying that Israel was living like 
the immoral Canaanites. God then gives an analogy of Israel that compares her to a 
throwaway child (v.4-6) whom He saved. Then as she grew up He took care of her and 
blessed her and eventually took her as His wife (v. 7-14). Then, in the prime of her life, 
her heart turned from God and she started chasing after other gods (v. 15-34). Once again 
God refers to the (common?) practice of infant sacrifice to the idol Molech (v. 20,21). 
These harlots pay their lovers to make them unfaithful (v. 33,34). What more could a wife 
do to hurt her husband? God must punish Israel (v. 35-59) but will restore her someday (v. 
60-63). Samaria (v. 46) was the capital of the Northern Kingdom Israel. Sodom (v. 46) 
was the city that God destroyed for immorality in Genesis 19. 

 



Matt. 18:1-20 God continually emphasized His attitude toward children (v. 1-10). In our society 
where children are considered a "burden", where we are told annually how much money it 
takes to raise and educate them, where parents of large families are considered 
"uneducated", Christians need to reevaluate their view in line with what Jesus taught. 
Children are a heritage from the Lord (Ps. 127:3, Dt. 28:4, Is. 8:18). The "brother" (v. 15-
20) obviously hasn't asked forgiveness or forgiveness would have been the proper action. 
This verse is challenging Christians to live a life of love that confronts sin in a brother as 
Nathan confronted David (II Sam. 12). 

 
 

NOVEMBER 26 
 
Ezek. 17 The parable (v. 1-10) is explained in verses 11-24. The first eagle (v. 3) is 

Nebuchadnezzar who, six years before this parable was given, took King Jehoiachin 
captive, along with Daniel and several others. The land of merchants (v. 4) is obviously 
Babylon. The seed that he planted (v. 5) was King Zedekiah. But Zedekiah looked to 
Egypt for help. Egypt is the second eagle (v. 7). Jeremiah told them that they would be 
okay if they just served Babylon (v. 8) but they wanted Egypt to help make them free 
again. So Babylon came back to destroy Judah (v. 9-10). This would all take place about 
four years later, but you have already read about it in 2 Kings 24 & 25 - October 18. 

 
Ezek. 18 Have you ever thought, "It's unfair that we should all suffer for the sin of Adam"? The 

truth is "If you had never sinned, you wouldn't have to suffer."  All have sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God. So what makes you better than Adam? The people living in 
Jerusalem thought that it was unfair that they should suffer for the sins of their fathers. 
God tells them that if they are innocent, they will not be punished; but the truth is, they 
are worse than their fathers and judgment is certain. 

 
Ezek. 19 The "lioness" (v. 2) is Judah. The first cub (v. 3-4) is King Jehoahaz. Pharaoh Necco 

carried him off to Egypt in 609 BC (2 Kings 24:30-33). The second cub (v. 5-9) was 
Jehoiachin (2 Kings 24:8-16). The imagery of verse 14 speaks of the line of David - at one 
time strong and powerful, now broken and destroyed by Babylonian captivity. 

 
Matt. 18:21-35 If you need interpretation for this section, you need to get saved (see Romans 10:8-

11). 
 
 

NOVEMBER 27 
 
Ezek. 20 God isn't going to play their games of false piety (v. 1-3). Then God lets them have it by 

reviewing the sordid history of the Israelites (v. 5-28) and then reading their mail (v.29-
32). There is again the promise of the future restoration (v. 33-44). The "forest land of the 
Negev" (v. 46) is now an arid desert. 

 
Ezek. 21 The "sword" in verse 3 is God's sword, but it is held in the hand of the Babylonians (that 

is, they are the instrument of His judgment). 



 
Matt. 19:1-15 Another section about divorce. The key points Jesus makes this time are: 

1. Marriage was originally designed to be enviable (v. 4-6) 
2. Because of sin (taking on a multitude of effects), God permitted divorce (possibly 

to lessen the incidents of abuse) (v. 8). 
3. Divorce does not put everything back to the "pre-marriage" state (v. 9) 
4. Adultery (by reason of remarriage) is not on ongoing state. Remarriage is 

permissible, but not advised (I Cor. 7 - May 15 & 16, see also Mark 10 - September 6). 
After the discussion about marriage and singleness (v. 10-12) the Holy Spirit has 

Matthew speak about the preciousness of children - you make the connection. 
 
 

NOVEMBER 28 
 
Ezek. 22 God again enumerates their guilt. They are guilty of bloodshed and idolatry (v. 4), 

disrespect for parents, prejudice, and abusing orphans and widows (v. 7), irreligious and 
hypocritical thinking (v. 8), immorality (v. 9), bribery, usury and greed (v. 12). How does 
our society stack up? He then says that when tested by fire, only dross (no precious metal) 
remains (v. 18-22). Most loathsome is the fact that the guilt is shared by the prophets, 
priests and political rulers also (v. 23-31). 

 
Ezek. 23 Ezekiel is given a parable to illustrate the sin of Judah and Israel. The two sisters are the 

Northern Kingdom (Oholah) of which Samaria was the capital and the Southern Kingdom 
(Oholibah) of which Jerusalem was the capital. Their names speak of God's dwelling in 
them. Their actions are those of an unfaithful wife. Their experiences are disgusting. 
Samaria threw their lot in with Assyria (II Kings 15:19-29) and Egypt (II Kings 17:3-6) 
instead of turning to God. Jerusalem watched it all happen and then did the same thing 
with Assyria (Is. 7:1-5), Babylon (II Kings 24:1), and Egypt (Is. 30:1-31:9). They were so 
spiritually corrupt (v.39) that they would sacrifice their children to Molech and then go 
into the temple of God to worship (be unfaithful to their God and then want to commune 
with Him on the same day). Their coming judgment is just. When reading of the tragedy 
and horror that was inflicted upon the people of God in judgment remember two things:  
1) God always protected His own - Ps. 91, and  
2) When you inject your experiences into the situation, it may seem that God was overly 

zealous, but your mind has not grasped the degradation and sin that they were 
practicing. 

 
Matt. 19:16-30 What god do you need to give up to follow Jesus? The more money and stuff a 

person has, the greater the responsibility to preserve it, invest it, maintain it, and use it. 
Few people can handle great amounts as a steward (v. 23). It will spiritually destroy those 
who cannot handle it (v.21, 22). There are those who can use abundant financial resources 
with godly results (v. 26 & I Tim. 6:17-19). God is not against His people being 
prosperous. He will give you what you can handle. 

 
 



NOVEMBER 29 
 
Ezek. 24 On the very day that Babylon attacked Jerusalem, God told Ezekiel (who was already a 

captive in Babylon - see Ez. 1, Nov. 19) about it and gave him a parable to present to the 
rest of the captives. The rusty pot (v. 8) represents Jerusalem's immorality and bloodshed. 
It ruins the choice meat that had been placed in it (v. 4,5). God tried to clean the rust out 
and sterilize the meat (v. 10-13). Then on that same day that Jerusalem was attacked, 
Ezekiel's wife dies (v. 18). Ezekiel was to remain silent (v. 25-27) until news of the 
destruction of Jerusalem came from an eyewitness (three years later - 33:21,22). 
 
Note: Be careful in making doctrines from the lives and experiences of Old Testament 
prophets. Remember, it was Ezekiel who laid on his side for 430 days (Ez. 4 - Nov. 20) 
and Isaiah who ran around with a loincloth and barefoot for three years (Is. 20 - Sept. 22). 
These are historic events, not examples for us to follow. 

 
Ezek. 25 Ammon (v. 1-7), Moab (v. 8-11), Edom (v. 12-14), and Philistia (v. 15-17) were Israel's 

closest and oldest enemies. They not only rejoiced at the destruction of Jerusalem, but 
also did all that they could to inflict more pain on them. The Ammonites looted them, the 
Moabites chided them, the Edomites took vengeance (see Obad. - Dec. 10), and the 
Philistines tried "ethnic cleansing" of the people of Judah. For these savage attacks against 
God's people, God would repay. Five years after the destruction of Jerusalem, 
Nebuchadnezzar conquered Ammon and Moab. The power of Edom ebbed and flowed 
until they were, once and for all, defeated during the period of time between the Old and 
New Testaments.  Philistia was not only subdued, but totally eliminated during the same 
period. 

 
Ezek. 26 From here to 28:19, Tyre is the subject of prophecy. Tyre was a very wealthy city located 

60 miles northwest of Nazareth. It was on the Mediterranean coast and had not one, but 
two harbors. Tyre had been an ally in the early period of the kings of Israel. It was Tyre 
who had supplied many materials to David for his palace (II Sam. 5:11,12) and Solomon's 
palace and temple (II Chron. 2). Over the next 350 years though, their relationship 
"cooled." The last straw probably came with Josiah's reformation (622 BC- we are now at 
588 BC) recorded in II Kings 22 & 23 and II Chron. 34 & 35. Josiah not only denounced 
the gods who were worshiped by the Tyrians, but did his best to eradicate all worship of 
them - wherever it may be found. Tyre surely rejoiced at the death of Josiah (II Chron. 
35:20-24). They rejoiced at the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar but not for 
long. It was only a matter of months before Nebuchadnezzar turned his army toward Tyre 
and after thirteen years of battle, destroyed it. 

 
Matt. 20:1-16 The key points of this parable: 

1. God is always looking for people to enter into kingdom work. It is not too late to 
get started. 

2. God has a different standard of reward than we do. 
3. God is always just and often generous. It took a denarius a day to live. 
4. Never gripe if you received justice. 



5. God will deal with you as an individual. You will save yourself some grief if you 
don't try comparing what God is doing in your life to what He is doing in others' lives. 
Everyone is different and God knows what is best. 

6. Those whom we judge to be greater or more deserving by our standards are not 
necessarily going to be so when the judgment day comes. 

 
 

NOVEMBER 30 
 
Ezek. 27 This chapter describes Tyre as a ship full of wealth, beauty and power. The strength is 

described by its possession of things from many nations (v. 5-7), their sea trade (v. 8,9), 
and their strong military alliances (v. 10,11). But all of that would not save them. All 
would be lost and many would be astonished at the destruction (v. 26-36). 

 
Ezek. 28 The reigning king of Tyre was Ittobaal II. His outstanding characteristic was oversized 

pride (v. 1-10). Verses 11-19 makes definite reference to someone greater than any human 
king. The only one it can be describing is Satan himself. It was Satan's pride and 
prosperity that caused him to rebel, just as it was in Israel (Ez. 16). 

 
SUMMARY OF PROSPERITY 

Prosperity must be understood as a by-product, not a goal. Do not equate prosperity 
with spirituality. It will create in you false pride or false guilt. Prosperity worries some 
people because it is equated with "rich" and not everyone can handle large amounts of 
money. When some people prospered (past and present), they were corrupted by it. So 
those with pure hearts said, "We don't want that." And a poverty mentality was born. Now 
the church is struggling to get the job done. If poverty is spiritual, then Africa, South 
America and inner city ghettos are the most spiritual places on earth. If poverty is of God, 
why is there an inborn desire in men and women of God to do better than what we are 
doing? A desire to get a raise or a better job? We know that working for a lot of money at 
the expense of God, family, church, or health is wrong. But where is the balance? 
Prosperity does not cause people to turn away from God. Their prosperity only gives them 
the opportunity to carry out their heart's desires. If prosperity were the root of the problem 
God would not bless His people with anything. Many people can't let wealth bring them to 
sin simply because they don't have an abundance, but if it is in their hearts, are they not 
still as guilty? 

Sidon (v. 20-24) was located 20 miles north of Tyre. Both exist today only as small 
fishing ports. It fell at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar at the same time Tyre fell. 

 
Matt. 20:17-34 For verses 17-28, see parallel passage in Mark 10:32-52 - September 7. Here again 

(v. 29-34) Matthew tells us that there were TWO blind men whereas Mark and Luke only 
mention one (Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus - Mark 10:46). Since Mark was so specific 
as to his name, it can be assumed that the people he was writing to knew Bartimaeus 
either personally or by reputation. The second man is again lost to insignificance. God did 
something miraculous in his life but he never used it. 

 
 



DECEMBER 1 
 
Ezek. 29 Jerusalem had been under siege for a year (v. 1 cp. 24:1). It would fall in about six more 

months. Pharaoh had made himself out as a god long enough. Egypt would also fall at the 
hands of God's instrument, Nebuchadnezzar. Compare v. 6 & 7 with II Kings 18:21. 
About forty years later the Persian Empire overthrew Babylon and let all the captives, 
who wanted to, go home (v. 13). The thirteen-year campaign against Tyre was an 
economic disaster. The winning army usually gets the spoil of the defeated foe, but Tyre 
sent its wealth out in ships and Nebuchadnezzar was left with an unpaid army! He was 
forced to go to Egypt (v. 27-20) to fill up his coffers. 

 
Ezek. 30 Another prophecy about the destruction of Egypt. Notice how often God sends warnings 

before He carries it out. He is not slow or indecisive, but wanting people to turn to Him 
for protection before the ruin comes. 

 
Ezek. 31 This is one month before the final fall of Jerusalem (v. 1). God is warning Egypt that 

Assyria was stronger than they are and they fell before the armies of Babylon (v. 3-18). 
Why was God doing this to Egypt? Pharaoh possessed great pride (v. 10). Is that all? Let 
me ask you, "Do we understand the sin of pride (cp. I Peter 5:5, James 4:6)?" Why did 
God warn them? (1) So Pharaoh and "his multitude (v. 2)" would know who the real God 
of heaven and earth is and (2) remember, Ezekiel was a captive in Babylon - God was 
telling His people what He was going to do and why so they would trust Him. That was 
the whole purpose of the captivity in Babylon. 

 
Matt. 21:1-22 THE FINAL WEEK. Jesus had to enter Jerusalem this time on a donkey (v. 4,5). 

Rather than seeing this as mysterious, realize that Jesus was on a divine timetable. He had 
probably already set up the borrowing of the donkey, the password (v. 3), and return of 
the donkey to its master. He was now making an unequivocal claim to be the Messiah. 
People were going to have to take sides. But even in the midst of it, He was still only 
known as "the prophet Jesus" (v. 11). Jesus cleanses the temple (v. 12,13) - again making 
the people choose sides. Then, finally, the blind and lame are getting healed in the temple 
(v. 14). God's will, God's man, God's place . . . and the religious leaders become furious, 
"How could this man have the gall to call our temple “a den of thieves?” To destroy our 
profitable business and then to win the people's hearts by healing them! “Jesus curses the 
fig tree (v. 19-22).  This is why I do not believe that God cursed Adam and Eve (Gen. 3 - 
January 2), and why we ought to be so careful with our tongue. A curse is not something 
to scoff at (Rom. 12:14). 

 
 

DECEMBER 2 
 
Ezek. 32 Israel had been defeated by Babylon 20 months ago (v.1).  This chapter is another 

lamentation over Egypt. Once Nebuchadnezzar did his work on Egypt, Egypt never 
recovered its prominence in world history. And it never will. V. 1-16 are lamenting 
Pharaoh Hophra. V. 17-32 are lamenting the whole nation, predicting that they will go the 



way of Assyria (v.22), Elam (v.24), Meshech, Tubal (v.26), Edom (v. 29), and Sidon 
(v.30). 

 
Ezek. 33 The teaching about the "Watchman on the Wall" (v. 1-20) is similar to 3:17-21 and 18:5-

29. Compare 18:23 and 33:11. Jerusalem was attacked three years ago (24:1,2). As to 
Ezekiel's not speaking for three years, there are three possibilities: 

1) That he was actually mute from the besieging of Jerusalem in the tenth month of 
the ninth year until 33:21 (cp. 24:26,27), 

2) That he could only speak what God told him to speak and not what was on his 
heart (3:27), or 

3) That God imposed silence upon Ezekiel only at certain times to cause the people 
to listen to him more attentively when he did speak (v. 30-32). 

At any rate, his mouth was opened when some refugees of Jerusalem came to him 
and told him that Jerusalem had fallen. His first prophecy (v.23-29) dealt with the pride 
and rebellion of the people left in Israel. Rather than repenting for their sins and crying 
out over the devastation of their temple and countrymen, they considered themselves 
blessed to be left behind. They could plunder the goods of their neighbors who had been 
carried off to Babylon, seize their land, and do it all in the name of Abraham. Ezekiel told 
the refugees that the ungodly left in Israel would be cut off. The people (v.30-33) respect 
Ezekiel and listen to him, but they do not obey the word of the Lord that Ezekiel speaks. 
Sounds kind of like many church members today. 

 
Matt. 21:23-46 The show down continues. Jesus boldly teaches in the temple and when the leaders 

try to stop Him (23-27), He gets more support. Then (v. 28-46) Jesus attacks the chief 
priests and Pharisees in parables that no one could misunderstand. 

 
 

DECEMBER 3 
 
Ezek. 34 Every person is responsible before God for his or her own actions. But the Bible is clear 

about the fact that leaders must answer to God for how they led the people. The 
responsibility for the Babylonian exile is laid directly at the feet of the kings and priests 
(shepherds) of Israel. Then there is the prophecy of the Good Shepherd of the sheep (v. 
11-16, 22).  Finally, God condemns the sheep who were greedy, selfish, and cruel (v. 17-
21). No man can say before God, "It's someone else's fault that I sinned or rebelled against 
You." 

 
Ezek. 35 Babylon has destroyed Judah as predicted. Now, Edom (Mt. Seir being the dominate 

landmark) is planning on taking the land vacated by Judah and calling it their own. But 
God pronounces judgment on them for four reasons: 
1) Their continuing enmity against Judah (v. 5), 
2) Because they were intending to capitalize on the tragedy of Judah (v. 10), 
3) Anger and envy (v. 11), and 
4) Arrogance against God (v. 13). 

Edom was destroyed by Babylon three years later. 
 



Matt. 22:1-22 These temple teachings took place on Tuesday. Jesus is pulling out all stops. Time is 
short and people's eternal destiny is on the line. The Pharisees sent some "underlings" to 
try and trap Jesus. They didn't come themselves for two reasons: 
1) They wanted to catch Jesus off guard and, that failing, 
2) They didn't want to be shown up by Him anymore. Their approval rating was falling 
fast. Jesus was single minded. They couldn't pull Him off into some political controversy. 
Do what God has called you to do and don't get off on rabbit trails. God has someone else 
to handle those. 

 
 

DECEMBER 4 
 
Ezek. 36 Although Judah is desolate now, God wants to assure the Jewish captives in Babylon that 

it will not remain that way. It will be abundantly populated (v. 10-15). God removed them 
from the land in punishment for idolatry (v.16-19) but other nations interpreted the exile 
as indicating that Israel served a weak God  (v. 20-21). God will correct that wrong notion 
(v. 22-24) and His people will never again fall into idolatry (v. 25 - which they never 
have). The promises of v. 26-38 find their fulfillment in the New Covenant. 

 
Ezek. 37 Israel has been in captivity for ten years and Jerusalem lays desolate. Any thoughts of 

returning home and Israel ever becoming a mighty nation again have been hard to hold on 
to. God gives Ezekiel a "picture" of the rebirth of Israel and the end times (v. 1-14). This 
is a vision. It is not predicting a literal resurrection of an army, but symbolizing a political 
resurrection in a "dead" country. The two sticks (v. 15-23) represent Israel (the Northern 
Kingdom) and Judah (the Southern Kingdom). David (v. 24-28) is representative of the 
"seed of David" (Jesus) Who is to sit on the throne. 

 
Matt. 22:23-46 The Pharisees having failed (v. 15-22), the Sadducees gave it their best shot (v. 23-

33). Jesus makes it clear that the Sedation stand against the resurrection of the dead (Acts 
23:8) is based on ignorance of the scriptures. Usually the Sadducees and the Pharisees 
were fighting each other for control of the Sanhedrin (kind of like the Republicans and 
Democrats), but they joined in a bipartisan effort to rid Israel of this Jesus (v. 34-40). Just 
for good measure Jesus asks them a question (v. 41-46). If David calls the Messiah 
"Lord", how can the Messiah be David's son? Answer: God (David's Lord) becoming 
man, humbling himself to be born as a baby (David's descendent). No one was able to 
answer Him and no one wanted to ask Him any more questions (v. 46). 

 
 

DECEMBER 5 
 
Ezek. 38 Chapters 38 & 39 describe a great battle yet to take place. It corresponds very closely and 

is probably another reference to the battle at the end of the Millennium spoken of in Rev. 
20:7-10. God will again supernaturally defend the nation of Israel. 

Josephus, the famous Jewish historian, identifies Magog as people who were and are 
living in what is now known as Russia. Gog was the ruler of the people of Magog. Rosh, 
Meshech, and Tubal are now known as Turkey (v. 2). Joining them in the all out attack 



against Israel will be (v. 5,6) Persia (Iran), Ethiopia (Sudan), Put (Libya), Gomer (East 
Turkey and Ukraine), and Bethtogarmah (southeast Turkey). All of these nations will 
conspire to attack Jerusalem for her wealth (v. 12). 

 
Ezek. 39 The enemies are so multitudinous, the weapons so numerous, that it takes years before the 

carnage is no longer obvious (v. 9-13). The battle will be so one sided that all will 
acknowledge God's glory (v. 21) and Israel will acknowledge God's grace (v. 25-29). 

 
Matt. 23:1-22  This starts the lengthiest, most detailed scolding of hypocritical (v. 1-5), egotistical 

(v. 6-12), and covetous (v. 14) religious leaders that Jesus ever uttered. No commentary or 
Bible footnote I researched (six commentaries and four Study Bibles) wanted to touch 
verses 8-10. So, I will. Verses 8-10 are a warning to church leaders not to seek, demand, 
or even desire position, prominence, or religious respect simply by virtue of your office of 
ministry.  Here are some guidelines for a fuller understanding:  
1.) Since these commands are not repeated or inferred elsewhere, it is good sense to not 
emphasize them (straining gnats) at the expense of more important things (swallowing 
camels);  
2.) Jesus is not setting up rules of titles, but condemning proud and arrogant hearts. 

Then Jesus starts the eight woes (the first four are found in v. 13, 14, 15, & 16). 
Although it is pretty much agreed that verse 14 was not in Matthew’s original manuscript, 
it is found elsewhere - Mark 12:40 & Luke 20:47. It is unfortunate to realize that the 
Pharisees did not all die out in the first generation. Some are still alive and kicking in 
churches around the world. They can be highly educated but spiritually bankrupt. They 
are outwardly pious but inwardly corrupt. They control others through religious 
manipulation and they do not know the Word of God, beyond what others have taught 
them (traditions). 

 
 

DECEMBER 6 
 
Ezek. 40 Chapters 40-48 are hard to understand and, to most of us, are rather unexciting. The 

message is actually the culmination of all of Ezekiel's life of prophecy. What he is 
describing is an enigma. At times it seems that it must by the Millennial Temple, but some 
things don't fit into our understanding of the rest of scripture. A cubit and a handbreadth 
(v. 5) is just less than 21 inches, a rod is 10 feet 4 inches. The measurements start with the 
outer court and its three gates (v.5-27), and then progress to the inner court and its three 
gates (v. 28-47) and then the Temple porch (v. 48-49). I will give any reader extra credit if 
they can draw what they read in these chapters. 

 
Matt. 23:23-39 The final four "woes" are found in v. 23, 25, 27, & 29. Jesus is not condemning 

tithing in verse 23 rather He is condemning them for being more concerned with the 
perishable than the eternal. Outward appearance may fool people, but not God (v. 25-28). 

 
 



DECEMBER 7 
 
Ezek. 41 The "nave" (v. 1) is the Holy Place of the temple. The measuring continues with the Holy 

Place (v. 1-2), the Most Holy Place (v. 3-4), the side chambers used for storage (v. 5-11), 
a building behind the Temple (v. 12), the total measurements of the complex (v. 13-17), 
and a description of the inside of the Temple (v. 18-26) 

 
Ezek. 42 This chapter describes two buildings that were located in the inner court of the Temple (v. 

1-13). They were used by the priests to eat the sacrifices that were commanded to be eaten 
(v. 13, cp. 46:20) and to store their ceremonial garments (v. 14, cp. 44:19). The total 
measurements of the Temple were equivalent to a square mile (v. 15-20). 

 
Matt. 24:1-22 Jesus leaves the temple for the last time. Everyone can sense the deep stirring of 

emotions among the crowds, the Sanhedrin, and probably even the Romans. The time is 
hot for the Messiah to lead a revolt and throw off Roman rule and set up the final 
kingdom. The disciples are looking around to get ready to reign in this coming kingdom. 
Jesus has two days to prepare them for what is really going to happen. He is with His 
disciples only on Wednesday and Thursday. Chapter 24 is the most prophetic chapter in 
any of the gospels. The disciples ask three questions: 

1) When will the temple be destroyed? 
2) What will be the sign of Your coming? 
3) What will be the sign of the end of the age? 

Jesus answers those three questions, but not in order. The destruction of Jerusalem by 
Rome in AD 70 was the answer to the first question. The end of the millennium will finish 
the third question. 

If you can mark in your Bible, get three different colors and mark each one of the 
three answers in a different color. I would categorize them this way. Would you? 

Question #1 - v. 15-22 
Question #2 - v. 4,5, 9-13 
Question #3 - v. 6-8, 14 

 
 

DECEMBER 8 
 

Ezek. 43 Just as Ezekiel saw the glory of the Lord depart from the Holy of Holies (10:18,19) from 
between the Cherubim, he also sees it return (v. 2-5) in the Millennial Kingdom. This 
temple will not be defiled by harlotry (temple prostitution) or the graves of kings (v. 6-
12). The dimensions of the altar are given in v. 13-17 and the consecration of the altar in 
v. 18-27. 

 
Ezek. 44 This prince (v. 3) is not the Messiah (he offers a sin offering for himself - 45:22, and has 

sons - 46:16), but rather a human in the government of the Kingdom who, in many ways, 
was a type of Messiah. You will hear more of him in the next few chapters. Foreigners 
were used to do the "behind the scenes" physical work in the temple (v. 6-8) that the 
rebellious Levites didn't want to do (v. 10-14). The Levitical Priests from the family of 



Zadok (v. 15 who stayed faithful to God) were told to maintain the highest of standards 
(v. 15-31). To whom much is given, much is required. 

 
Matt. 24:23-51 I would place this entire passage in the second category. Read this passage 

carefully to see if you come up with the same conclusions I do. 
 
 

DECEMBER 9 
 
Ezek. 45 I have not found a suitable explanation about what these last nine chapters of Ezekiel are 

really talking about. This chapter and chapter 46 are reestablishing the laws and feasts of 
Exodus and Leviticus. It is not a temple that has historically existed. Nor does it seem to 
fully qualify for the Millennial Temple (for there will be no need for sacrifices).  But all 
scripture is inspired by God and profitable...(II Tim. 3:16). This chapter tells of about 
eight square miles of sacred ground. The Temple was in the middle. The priests lived 
around it (v.5). Ezekiel goes on to describe the offerings (v. 13-25). 

 
Ezek. 46 Ezekiel now relates the required weekly (Sabbath) and monthly (new moon) offerings (v. 

1-15). The year of Liberty (v. 17) is the Jubilee (see Lev. 25, March 9). 
 
Matt. 25:1-30 Matthew connects this parable with the previous discourse (v. 1 "Then . . ." when I 

come back). The number ten (an odd number to choose at random) possibly signifies this 
as referring to the nation of Israel for it took ten families in a city to open a synagogue. 
Oil appears to represent the Holy Spirit for that was the deciding factor of being able to 
come in or not. If you don't understand anything else, meditate on verse 13. A talent is a 
measure of weight. The English word "talent" (meaning ability or gifting) came from this 
parable. It gives good meaning to this parable. Whereas the parable of the Minas 
represented one life given to each of us (Luke 19:11-27 - March 17) this speaks of how 
we employ our gifts and abilities. We will not be compared to others, but only judged 
against our potential. Notice that the first two slaves received the exact same 
commendation. The master was looking for percentages, not gross product. Another 
lesson from this parable is that God's reward for doing good is more to do. Where did we 
get the idea that retirement was the reward? You may understand the parable better if you 
realize that the owner was NOT a hard man. It was merely an excuse for the servant's 
laziness (v. 27). 

 
 

DECEMBER 10 
 
Ezek. 47 Now comes the most exciting part of the vision. This river is flowing from the Temple to 

the Dead Sea. It begins as a trickle (v. 2) and grew into a great river (v. 5) bringing life to 
everything it touched. Trees grow along its banks, and fish are abundant. Fishermen are 
standing shoulder to shoulder for over twenty miles (v. 10). The "Great Sea" (v. 10) is the 
Mediterranean. God promised all the land that Abraham walked on and saw in every 
direction as his inheritance. To this day, Israel has never possessed all of it. In this time, 
the promise will be fulfilled (v. 13-23). 



 
Ezek. 48 Ezekiel finishes with the division of the land between the twelve tribes of Israel and the 

land that is set aside for the Levites. Here is your question: Since Levi was one of the 
twelve sons of Israel, how come there are still twelve tribes not counting Levi? 

 
Matt. 25:31-46 The final parable of this chapter speaks specifically to Gentiles. Just as some of the 

Jews will receive Jesus and some reject Him (parable of the ten virgins), so will some 
Gentiles accept Him and some reject Him. This parable does not teach salvation by good 
works, but rather proof of salvation by good works. Notice that the separation occurred 
right at the beginning. Those who spend eternity separated from God will know that their 
punishment is just. 

 
 

DECEMBER 11 
 
OBADIAH - Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament. There are thirteen Obadiahs in the 

Old Testament, but because of the absence of this author's father's name, we do not know 
if this Obadiah is even one of the thirteen, let alone which one. Because this book is not 
dated by a king or event, there is disagreement as to whether it is referring to the 
destruction by the Philistines under King Jehoram (II Chron. 21:16,17) or the Babylonians 
under King Nebuchadnezzar (II Kings 24 & 25). Obadiah first of all predicts the judgment 
coming on Edom to be supernaturally severe (v. 1-9). Then he lists the reasons for 
judgment (v. 10-14). Notice that there are no offers for them to repent and thereby avoid 
judgment. Edom is the nation that arose from Esau (Gen. 25:30). As Esau and Jacob 
fought in Rebekah's womb, so their descendants were mortal enemies throughout the Old 
Testament. They refused to allow Israel to pass through their land on the way to Canaan 
(Num. 24:14-21) and fought against several of Israel's kings. King Herod (the ruler when 
Jesus was born) was an Edomite. It was in 70 AD, when Rome destroyed Jerusalem, that 
the Edomites (Idumeanites) disappeared from history. 

 
Matt. 26:1-19 Even as Jesus speaks to His disciples, plans are being made to kill Him (v. 1-5). 

Matthew takes a quick return to the previous weekend (for John tells us specifically that 
this happened six days before the Passover and that it was Mary, the sister of Lazarus who 
did it - John 12:1-8). It seemed that she might have been the only one who understood that 
Jesus was not kidding when He talked about dying (v. 12). Mark says (Mark 14:5) that it 
was worth more than 300 denarii - about one year's wages for a common laborer. Jesus 
had a reputation for helping the poor (John 13:29), but this was not the time. Although 
Judas is credited with the outburst in John 12:4,5, the other disciples were equally 
incredulous (v. 8). How much is too much for God? We had all better think about that. 
Then (remember that this is in retrospect) Judas makes the deal with the chief priests (v. 
14-16). The Feast of Unleavened Bread was a weeklong feast starting with the Passover 
meal. Jesus had undoubtedly already arranged the place to hold His Last Supper (v. 18 -
"certain man"). The password was arranged to keep it a private affair (where neither the 
Sanhedrin nor Judas would know beforehand). 

 
 



DECEMBER 12 
 
Ezra 1 Jeremiah had predicted 70 years of captivity (Jer. 25:12, 29:10) As the 70 years neared, 

Daniel prayed for their return to Judah (Daniel 9:2). The time had come. This is the "first" 
regathering of Israel from the nations (Is. 11:11, Sept. 19). The second time will be when 
the Messiah returns. Cyrus, the Persian, overthrows Babylon (his armies led by Darius 
(Daniel 5:31). Cyrus (named by Isaiah 200 years earlier - Isaiah 44:28-45:4) made a 
proclamation that allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.  This was 
one way that Cyrus solidified the Persian Empire - letting people go to their homelands 
and thereby keep them more content. 

 
Ezra 2 Take note of the "associate leader" Jeshua (v. 2). We will hear of him again in Nehemiah 

12. Of the 2 to 3 million Jews living in Babylon, less than 50,000 chose to return to 
Jerusalem (2 1/2 %). For more on Urim and Thummin (v. 63) see Lev. 8:8 (March 2). 
Verse 64-69 tells us that there was some wealth coming with the Jews, but not all (v. 68) 
were willing to give to the work of God. 

 
Ezra 3 Zerubbabel was the governmental leader of this group. Ezra would come 60 years later 

with the second group of returnees. Zerubbabel was a descendent of King David (I 
Chronicles 3:19). Even in doing God's will, sanctioned by the government, the opposition 
that they faced was great (v. 3). For the Feast of Booths see Lev. 23 (March 8). The 
weeping (v. 12) was because the temple was smaller. King Cyrus had decreed that the 
temple be the same size as Solomon's temple (v. 7, cp. 6:3-5). The laying of the 
foundation brought back deep emotions of failure to keep the covenant, the destruction of 
the former temple and the resulting death and suffering at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar. 

 
Matt. 26:20-56 By combining all the aspects written about this night by the different gospel 

writers, here is a probable order of events: 
1) Jesus eats the Passover meal with His disciples (Matt. 26:20, Mark 14:17, Luke 22:14-
18, John 13:2,3) 
2) The disciples argue about who is greatest (Luke 22:24-30) 
3) Jesus washes feet (John 13:4-20) 
4) Jesus lets Judas know that He knows (Matt. 26:21-25, Mark 14:18-21, Luke 22:21-23, 
John 13:21-30) 
5) Communion (Matt. 26:26-29, Mark 14:22-25, Luke 22:19-20) 
6) Jesus predicts Peter's denial (Matt. 26:31-35, Mark 14:29-31, Luke 22:31-34, John 
13:36-38) 
7) The Upper Room Discourse (John 13:31-35, 14:1-17:26) 
8) The group leaves for Gethsemane (Matt. 26:30, Mark 14:26, Luke 22:39) 
9) Jesus takes Peter, James, and John to pray (Matt. 26:36-46, Mark 14:32-42, Luke 
22:40-46, John 18:1) 
10) Judas comes with a mob with clubs and swords sent by the chief priests and elders 
(Matt. 26:47-56, Mark 14:43-50, Luke 22:47-53, John 18:2-11) 

 
 



DECEMBER 13 
 
Ezra 4 Zerubbabel's rejection of the offer to help (v. 2) was based on this commitment to 

holiness. He knew that the others served their own gods and that they had another agenda. 
The rest of the chapter (v. 6-24) is confusing without a program. The Kings of Persia 
during this time were: Cyrus (559 - 530 BC), Ahasuerus, also identified at Xerxes (486-
464 BC), Artaxerxes (464-423 BC) and Darius II (423-404 BC). If you have ever watched 
a show with "flashbacks" you can understand better this writing style. The writer of Ezra 
was not writing history as it happened, but rather recording what happened after it was all 
over. To emphasize the opposition that they faced, he did a "flash-forward" (v. 6-23). 
Verse 24 then brings the reader back to verse 5. The words "discouraged," "frightened," 
and "hired" (v. 4 & 5) are written to indicate a continual state of opposition.  There will 
always be resistance to what God is doing, but our response should be to look to God, not 
at actions of people. One letter was written to King Ahasuerus (v. 6). Two letters were 
written to King Artexerxes (v. 7-8 and v. 9-16). All three of these letters were written 
AFTER King Darius had died. Here is the sequence: Cyrus, in his first year of reigning, 
lets the Jews go back to rebuild the temple. Through opposition the construction is 
eventually stopped (probably at the death of Cyrus) until the second year of King Darius 
(v. 24 cp. 6:1-12) - that was about ten years. The temple was finished during King Darius' 
reign (6:15). The letters to Ahasuerus and Artexerxes dealt with the rebuilding of the city 
walls, which is the main topic of the book of Nehemiah eighty years later. 

 
Ezra 5   Now we are back to the second year of King Darius (4:24). The prophecies of Haggai and 

Zechariah (v. 1) are recorded in the Old Testament books that bear their names.  The 
question (verse 3) was not antagonistic. These were not enemies of Judah, but loyalists to 
Darius.  That is why they so honestly present the Jews' case (v. 11-16). 

 
Ezra 6   Darius, at this time, had his hands full with pockets of rebellion throughout his empire. If 

he could keep another uprising from happening by keeping the Jews happy, so much the 
better. 

The temple is completed (v. 13-15) and dedicated (v. 16-18). The significance of the 
Passover (v. 19-22) was the resumption of worship. Sacrifices could not be offered except 
at the temple, so Passover had not been celebrated for ninety-three years. 

 
Matt. 26:57-75 The Sanhedrin could not even find any way to twist what Jesus had said, for He 

was an unparalleled communicator. So, they found Him guilty of claiming to be equal 
with God. He was crucified for being Who He was. Meditate on that one (the innocent 
Lamb of God). Before you go casting stones at Peter, remember, only he and John had the 
loyalty to even be in the area. The rest were far away. But, at the time of testing, Peter had 
too many questions to admit knowing Jesus. Everything was in such confusion. He had to 
see how this would all pan out. 

 
 



DECEMBER 14 
 
HAGGAI - Work on the Temple had virtually stopped as time went on (16 years). People were 

more interested in their personal affairs than in God's. After all, the temple had been in 
ruins for decades anyway. Shouldn't they get their personal affairs in order and THEN 
rebuild the temple?  God raised up Haggai (an older prophet) and Zechariah (a younger 
prophet) to remind them how important obedience to God is and motivate them to finish 
the work that they had started. Haggai has four sermons: 1:1-15; 2:1-9, 2:10-19; and 2:20-
23. 

 
Haggai 1 A continuing truth in the Old Testament is that, "National Calamity is the result of 

National Sin." But even though it is easily observable after the fact, men and women seem 
to be blind to it at the time. The Jews had forsaken the temple to build and beautify their 
own homes. Even with their spiritual heritage, they did not recognize the correlation 
between their actions and their problems (v. 5-11). Therefore, Haggai had to make them 
stop and think. 

We live in a "closed system." Every "effect" has a "cause." Sometimes that "cause" 
is God. Denying that truth is where evolutionists have trouble because they must make up 
a "cause" void of God to explain the "effect" that we all see. But every "cause" that they 
come up with breaks laws that they know to be unbreakable. 

The response of the people is quick. They instinctively knew that God was right. 
Work on the temple starts again in only 24 days. 

 
Haggai 2 A month later, Haggai prophesies again. Human nature has a tendency to lament the 

greatness of the past ("Oh, to be alive when Moses lived...when Jesus lived...when Azusa 
Street was going on...") and not recognize the greatness of the present. The people of the 
day griped at Moses continually, crucified Jesus and ignored Azusa Street. The Pharisees 
did it - we do it. He further encourages the people by telling them that even greater things 
are coming (v. 9). 

Two months later (v. 10) God asked them two questions. These are called "Didactic" 
questions. A didactic question is one in which the answer is not the final goal, but the 
means to a higher conclusion, one which will teach a moral truth about something else. 
Both questions are easily answered (Lev. 6:27-30; 11:24-28; 22:4-7). The moral truth is 
what is important though. The people were engaged in God's work. They were being 
obedient to the will of God. But the holiness of the work would NOT rub off on them and 
make them holy simply because of what they were doing. They must still be committed, 
regardless of the holiness of the task, to their own moral integrity. The work does not 
excuse the heart. On the other hand, rebellion, selfishness, and moral corruption would 
certainly undermine the integrity and holiness of the temple. The merit of the work will 
never substitute for the integrity and softness of the heart. 

Then he follows with a theoretical question (v. 15-19) - "CONSIDER." Their 
supplies of grain and wine were far less than they should have been. For all their hard 
work their agricultural efforts were ruined by diseased crops, mildew, and hail. And 
despite all the disasters, the people had never thought to relate them to their spiritual 
health; they had never thought of turning back to God in repentance. Then, Haggai asks 
them to think about TODAY. Is the seed in the barn? No, it had already been planted. Are 



the fruit trees yielding a harvest? No, it is the middle of December. But God says, "From 
this day forward, I will bless you." Haggai predicts a bumper harvest of crops and fruit. 
The reality of this prediction is that no one would venture a "guess" about the harvest this 
early in the season when so much rests on the accuracy of that prediction. It took four and 
one half years to complete the temple. What would be the result of Haggai "missing it" the 
first year? 

The prophecy of verse 20-23 is directed to Zerubbabel because he is the heir of King 
David and thereby represents the earthly lineage to Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:12) of Whom 
these things will take place. 

 
Matt. 27:1-31 The system was running full speed. Judas may have had some remorse, but he was 

not repentant in the Biblical sense and will spend eternity in torment (Matt. 26:24, II Cor. 
7:10, Acts 1:20 cp. Ps. 69:24,25 & Ps. 109:7,8). It has been speculated that Pilate was in 
on this thing from the beginning. The Sanhedrin knew that they needed His command to 
crucify Jesus. They knew that it had to be done quickly (crowd concerns). Even Pilate's 
wife seemed to know what was about to transpire (v. 19). Pilate had a change of heart 
after meeting Jesus (v. 14-22). Pilate took the most notorious prisoner he had to make 
Jesus look better to the crowd (v. 16). He was trying to find an easy way out. It takes 
character to make hard, unpopular, but right decisions - history confirms that Pilate had 
little to none. The Romans had no interaction with the Jews. Jesus had come to the lost 
sheep of Israel. The soldiers had heard very little if anything about Jesus. To them He was 
just a crazy man who was causing trouble. The last thing the Romans wanted was another 
rebellion in Israel. Making an example of Jesus was pleasurable to them (v. 26-31). 

 
 

DECEMBER 15 
 
Zech. 1 Zechariah was prophesying at the same time as Haggai (Ezra 5:1). It is conjectured, with 

good reason, that Zechariah's father (Berechiah - Zech. 1:1) had died while Zechariah was 
still young. That made him the successor of his Grandfather, Iddo (Ezra 5:1). Iddo had 
returned to Jerusalem sixteen years earlier with Zerubbabel. Haggai had already been 
preaching two months (Zech 1:1 cp. Hag. 1:1). The work on the Temple had already 
started. This prophecy (v. 1-6) took place between Haggai 2:9 and 2:10. The people were 
being tempted by the flesh to return to the wicked ways of their fathers. Zechariah was 
reminding them where it got their fathers (captivity in Babylon). Three months later (v. 7) 
God visits Zechariah again and gives him a series of visions. 

 
THE HORSES AND THE MYRTLE TREES (7-17) - God had used other nations to carry 
out His judgment on Judah. But, they had been overly zealous in the misery that they 
invoked. Now, God was going to judge the other nations for making things so bad for His 
people. 

 
THE FOUR HORNS AND FOUR CRAFTSMEN (18-21) - A second prophesy of the 
destruction of Judah's oppressors. "Four" indicates every direction is covered. 

 



Zech. 2 THE MAN AND THE MEASURING LINE - Prophesying the rebuilding of Jerusalem. 
God will protect them, so the rest of the exiles should return. Verse 8 is one to remember. 

 
Zech. 3 JOSHUA AND THE HIGH PRIEST - Joshua represents the Jewish remnant living in the 

Promised Land. The vision shows that God has cleansed the people from the effects of 
exile (broken worship and ignored dietary laws). V. 8-10 presents Joshua and the priests 
as a "shadow" of the Messiah (Jesus) to come. 

 
Matt. 27:32-66 Simon of Cyrene was apparently a known figure in the early church (v. 32). Notice 

again that Jesus was not crucified on trumped up charges (v. 37). Officially, He was 
crucified because He was the King of the Jews (John 19:19-22), which is absolutely true. 
Matthew doesn't regard the repentant thief as important to his gospel. The religious 
leaders were truly hoping that Jesus would not come down off the cross, that God would 
not do something spectacular for they needed something to salve their consciences that 
they were right. As it looked like they might come out on top, they rejoiced by mocking 
the man that they could not debate with (v. 41-43). Then (v. 45) the sky grew dark. The 
mocking ceased to see what would happen. Someone even tried to help a little bit (v. 48). 
Only Matthew records the events in v. 51-53. The resurrection of the saints (v. 52,53) was 
not a physical resurrection as Lazarus was, but a physical resurrection like Jesus was 
(Eph. 4:8). The chief priests and Pharisees sealed the tomb to insure that there would be 
no resurrection hoax. God used their fears against them because sealing the tomb and 
placing armed guards outside of it in fact proved the resurrection to be true. 

 
 

DECEMBER 16 
 
Zech. 4 THE LAMPSTAND AND THE OLIVE TREES - The lampstand is representative of the 

light of the world - the witnesses who declare in this earth that there is a living God - i.e. 
the remnant who returned from Babylon. The two olive clusters (from which the oil 
entered into the bowl and then the lamp) were Joshua and Zerubbabel. They represent the 
religious and political leaders, both leading under God's direction. Only then can any man 
produce fruit (John 15:1-8). God will always give His people the ability to do what He has 
called them to do without regard to strength, numbers, or influence (v. 6-7). 

 
Zech. 5 THE FLYING SCROLL (v. 1-4) - This picture describes God's judgment on sin. Proverbs 

13:13 reminds us, "The one who despises the word will be in debt to it." He is declaring 
that all who break His commandments will suffer the consequences. This is present tense 
(then and now), not future. 

 
THE WOMAN IN THE EPHAH (v. 5-11) - An ephah is a dry measure of about .6 
bushels. This was a container with a lead lid. In most languages outside English, all nouns 
have a gender (sometimes a neutral gender). Wickedness is portrayed as a woman 
probably because "wickedness" is a feminine word in the Hebrew. But also notice that 
female beings are also the ones who dispose of wickedness. The ephah contained the 
wickedness of the nation (false religions and immorality) and was carried off to Babylon 
(Shinar - see Gen. 10, January 4) - the scene of the first worldwide rebellion against God 



(the tower of Babel) and probably the scene of the final worldwide rebellion against God 
(Rev. 17:5). 

 
Zech. 6 THE FOUR CHARIOTS (v. 1-14)  - The final vision in the series returns to the "patrols" 

of the first vision (1:7-17). This time though, they are chariots - swifter and more 
powerful. In the first vision, they were scouting out the world, this time they are going to 
conquer the enemies of Israel (v. 8). 

 
CROWNING JOSHUA (v. 9-15) - The symbolism in this chapter is abundant. Three 
Jewish men came from Babylon bringing silver and gold. Zechariah was to use this gift to 
fashion a crown. The crown was to be placed on Joshua's head (as priest) and then Joshua 
was to place it on the head of the "Branch" (at this time fulfilled by Zerubbabel - v.12). 
Then, because it was against Persian law to crown a king and priest in a Persian colony 
(which Israel was at that time), the crown was to be placed in the temple as a sign of the 
coming King and Priest whom God would send to rule over the earth. 

 
Matt. 28 Resurrection Morning. If the soldiers had fallen asleep and because of that the body they 

were guarding was stolen (v. 11-15), they would have been killed, not paid. Matthew 
sums up 40 days of ministry, sundry special appearances, Thomas' doubt, and the final 
words of Jesus on the mountain (Acts 1:9) in five verses (v. 16-20) 

 
 

DECEMBER 17 
 
Zech. 7 Zechariah not only received visions from God, he also taught and preached. Chapters 7 & 

8 are a summation of things he said during his ministry. The question arose (v.2, 3), 
"Since the temple is now being rebuilt, is it still necessary to fast on the fifth month 
(commemorating the burning of the temple in 586 BC by Nebuchadnezzar)?" God 
answers (v. 4-14). "You, not Me, decided to fast on the fifth and seventh months (the 
seventh month fast memorialized the murder of Gedaliah - II Kings 25:25). Whether it is 
good or not to fast during these days is NOT the question (although God does answer it in 
chapter 8). Fasting is of no value if it does not affect the spirit of man. The reason the 
temple was destroyed and Gedaliah murdered was because of the sin and rebellion of the 
people of Israel. “I told you how to live and how to treat others before any of that 
happened (v. 7). I will repeat to you what is important to me (v. 9-10). Do this and live." 

 
Zech. 8 Again God speaks of a glorious future for Israel, when her people will be gathered from 

around the world (v. 7,8 - as they have in increasing numbers in the last 100 years). Men 
and women will live natural lives and die natural deaths rather than be killed in the prime 
of their lives (v. 4) and children will be safe in the streets (v. 5). 

God says, “With all that groundwork laid, let's return to the original question about 
fasting (v. 19). Besides the fasts of the fifth and seventh months, let's also talk about the 
fasts of the tenth month (the beginning of Nebuchadnezzar's siege on Jerusalem) and the 
fourth month (the fall of Jerusalem 18 months later). They all commemorate the result of 
sin. Do not commiserate over the sin of the past, but rejoice over the salvation of the 
future.” It is God's plan that the fasts be turned into times of feasting (Mark 2:19). 



 
Zech. 9 Chapters 9-14 are messages given by Zechariah. He divides them into two "burdens." One 

is contained in chapters 9-11, the second, 12-14. 
The first burden, word, or oracle from the Lord deals with Israel's future as it 

intertwines with the world. God announces the great destruction of several nations north 
and south of Israel (cp. 6:6). Alexander the Great carried this out in the exact order God 
predicted. Then, abruptly, the scene shifts to a prophecy of Jesus entering Jerusalem on 
"Palm Sunday" (v. 9-10). Just as abruptly, he predicts the success of the Maccabees (166 - 
145 BC) over Antiochus Epiphanes (one of Alexander the Great's four generals who 
divided the Greek Empire upon Alexander's untimely death - v. 13-17). 

 
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS - The Book of Hebrews, although known and accepted 
throughout most of the church in the early centuries is what is known as "a disputed 
book." That is, it was a book that had a little trouble getting into the New Testament 
Canon. It was not questioned on the basis of accuracy or perceived inspiration, but 
because no one knows who wrote it. It is obvious that whoever did write it was a very 
learned man. He possessed knowledge of the Greek language, Old Testament writings, 
Jewish "extra-Biblical" beliefs, legal knowledge, and contemporary writing styles and 
techniques. Theories include Barnabus, Apollos, and Paul. Regardless of "who" wrote it, 
it is easily recognized as being inspired by the Holy Spirit. The book gets its name by the 
fact that it was written to Hebrews - Jewish Christians. Another round of Roman 
persecution was on the horizon. It was tempting to consider going back to the "types and 
shadows" of the Law because, although Christianity was a persecuted religion, Judaism 
was tolerated. Both worshiped the same God. Why not do it as a Jew rather than a 
Christian? Couldn't they retain their Christian salvation by worshipping under the Jewish 
laws and traditions? Hebrews was written to explain the great gulf between the Jewish 
Law and the ministry of Jesus Christ. It presents an airtight case of the inferiority and 
deficiency of living under Old Testament revelations. 

 
Heb. 1  JESUS IS SUPERIOR: 

1.) To the prophets   v. 1-3 
2.) To the angels  v. 4-14 

The writer of Hebrews uses Old Testament texts to prove that Jesus is superior to 
angels. In fact, angels are servants of Jesus (v.6) and Christians (v. 14). 

 
 

DECEMBER 18 
 
Zech. 10 Teraphim (v. 2) are household gods. The prominent subject of chapters 10 & 11 are 

shepherds. God's people had no real shepherd (v. 2). The shepherds (leaders) that they did 
have were foreigners (Israel was not sovereign at this time) who were self-serving and 
cruel. God will raise up His people to overthrow them. God will bring back the "scattered 
flock" from around the world. 

 
Zech. 11 The imagery of a shepherd and abused, scattered sheep continues. God calls Zechariah to 

pasture (lead them to green pastures) the flocks. The two staffs (v. 7) represent God's will 



for the people - "Favor" and "Union" (that is, the restored unity between Judah and Israel). 
God gives them favor. Zechariah deposes three bad shepherds (v. 8) but then found out 
that the sheep preferred the old shepherds who mistreated them. So, he breaks the 
covenant of Favor (v. 10) indicating that God's caring for the sheep has ended. They will 
get what they ask for and deserve. Zechariah asked what his services were worth (v. 12). 
Those in charge decided to pay him the going price of a slave, indicating disdain for his 
love for the sheep. 

Man values servants of God only by what results they can attain. God rewards them 
by their obedience to His instructions, regardless of the results. Because of their spiritual 
blindness, the second staff was broken. There would not be unity between Judah and 
Israel (v. 14). 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd of the New Covenant. He was rejected and crucified by 
the sheep He wanted to help. But by His death and resurrection, the covenant of Grace 
was restored to all who will come to him. Jesus was sold by Judas for 30 pieces of silver 
(v. 12,13 cp. Mt. 26:14-16 & 27:3-10) 

 
Zech. 12 We now start the second "burden." This message (chapters 12-14) deals with the coming 

restoration of Israel and Judah at the end of the age. 
Zechariah describes an end time battle. Here is the scenario: the nations are arrayed 

against Jerusalem. Even Judah is overtaken in the world unity against God and Jerusalem 
(v. 2). If 14:2 speaks of the same siege, Jerusalem suffers greatly during this attack. But 
throughout history, no one messes with Jerusalem and gets away with it (v. 3). At a 
certain time, God will muddle all the people attacking Jerusalem except those from the 
tribe of Judah (v. 4). Judah will awaken and turn their allegiance back to Jerusalem (v. 5) 
and start attacking their former allies with a vengeance (v. 6). God will spare Judah and 
Jerusalem (v. 7-9). Then all of Israel will understand Who Jesus was and weep over their 
centuries of blindness (v. 10-14). 

 
Heb. 2 V. 1 - If the lesser is true (there is an awesomeness about angels) then the greater is truer 

(there is a greater awesomeness surrounding Jesus). Notice the word "drift". Very few, if 
any, people plunge into sin. We "drift" into it through compromise, laziness, and 
complacency. If you look up the scriptures quoted by the author, you will find some minor 
discrepancies between what it says and what he says it says. This is because he is quoting 
the Septuagint (early Greek translation) of the Old Testament. That is the version that both 
he and his readers were familiar with. Our modern translations (except the King James) 
are from older Hebrew manuscripts that are more accurate. A rule of teaching: Use what 
the student knows to build on what you want to teach him (Acts 17:22-23). Jesus was and 
is the perfect man (v. 5-18). 

 
 

DECEMBER 19 
 
Zech. 13 Their mourning will bring God's cleansing (v. 1). God will cleanse the land of idols and 

cause people to be so zealous for the things of God that they will kill false prophets, even 
sons and daughters (v. 2-3). Those who remain will disguise themselves as farmers and lie 
about their past (v. 4-6). Verse 7 is a truism, not an event. Anytime the shepherd is killed, 



the flock scatters (Mt. 26:31). The cleansing of evil will cause God to strike the many evil 
leaders and 2/3 of the people will perish because of it. This happens because most people 
are more dedicated to their leaders than they are to God. One third of the people have the 
heart to remain faithful to God (v. 8). These faithful will serve God (v. 9). 

 
Zech. 14 We now get a few more details of the final siege on Jerusalem that was mentioned in 

chapter 12. It leads up to the return of Jesus. When He returns, there will be an earthquake 
of unprecedented power that will split the Mount of Olives (a mountain ridge rather than 
just a peak - v. 4) into two mountain ranges. Day and night, as we know it, will cease (v. 
6,7) and a new source of water will emerge from Jerusalem (v. 8). There will be other 
physical changes in the land of Israel (v. 10). At the same time as the earthquake, plagues 
will break out in the enemies’ camp and devastate the armies and animals (v. 12-15). And, 
as in any tragedy, some people will survive (v. 16-19). Within the city of Jerusalem, the 
worship and awe of God will permeate everyday life (v. 20-21). 

 
Heb. 3 JESUS IS SUPERIOR: to Moses (v. 1-6). Being superior to Moses may, in our 

estimation, be anticlimactic. But you must understand that the Jews rightly honored 
Moses as a very special man. Moses gave Israel the Law that made them different from 
every other nation. God spoke to Moses face to face. Moses was the deliverer, Lawgiver, 
judge, and the anointer of the priesthood. 

V. 7-11 - Although the writer quotes Ps. 95:8-11, you can read the original accounts 
in Ex. 17:1-7 (provoked) and Num. 20:1-13 (day of trial). 

V. 12-19 - The writer warns the readers, "Don't show the same kind of disobedience 
and distrust of God's word and miss out on the promises and blessings of the New 
Covenant.” Let's put it another way, to enjoy the promises and blessings of the New 
Covenant, we must live a life of faith and obedience (Heb. 11:6). 

 
 

DECEMBER 20 
 
Esth.  1 We now shift the spotlight of Biblical history from Jerusalem to Babylon. Susa was one of 

three places that the Persian kings would spend time (cp. Neh. 1:1). The other two places 
were Babylon and Ecbatana. Most historians agree that this banquet (v. 4) was in 
preparation for King Ahasuerus' (better known as Xerxes) military campaign against 
Greece - the only large power of the known world outside his control. Four years later 
Xerxes accepted defeat and brought his armies home. 

The book of Esther is so well written that there is little need for explanation. We will 
point out significant sidelights. Chapter One is mostly a story about a man with more 
power than wisdom. He tries to hide that fact and continues to look even more foolish. He 
is an early role model for male chauvinists. He loses a good queen by his pride (v. 19, cp. 
2:1). This history is full of King Ahasuerus "backpedaling." 

 
Esth.  2 Participation in the beauty contest was mandatory (v. 8) probably according to age. The 

keys of this chapter are in verses 17, 20-23. 
 



Esth.  3 Now enters the conflict in this storybook setting - Haman. We have a womanizing (history 
also confirms it), waffling king and strong-willed evil advisor. Haman was an Agagite (v. 
1). Had King Saul obeyed God (1 Samuel 15:2-3, 8) Haman would not be a part of history 
(Agagites descended from King Agag). Haman, a superstitious man, casts lots (Pur3

 

 - v. 7) 
to see what day he should ask for the annihilation of the Jews. The lot (Pur) chose the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month (v. 7 & 13). The dull king is so trusting of Haman that 
he refuses the blood money (v. 9) and tells Haman to do as he sees fit - another indication 
of the intoxication of power (v. 11). The decree, indicative of the king's character, brought 
confusion to the people (v. 15). 

Heb. 4  The "rest" that Jesus offers is Superior to the rest that Moses offered (v. 1-11). The word 
"rest" is used to describe three different (yet related) areas: 
1. A place - the Promised Land (Heaven) Ps. 95:11 & Heb. 4:6, 
2. A state of being - God's seventh day rest Gen. 2:2 & Heb. 4:4, 
3. An inner experience of the peace of God (Heb. 3:3,10,11). 

JESUS IS SUPERIOR: to the Priesthood (v. 14-16) 
 
 

DECEMBER 21 
 
Esth.  4 The Jews had less than eleven months to live (3:12,13). Mordecai surely figured out that 

he was the catalyst for the decree to annihilate his whole race. Jerusalem itself is one of 
the provinces of King Ahasuerus. They and their unfriendly neighbors would have 
received the edict. The temple was built and now they were not only on death row, but 
bounty was offered to whoever would kill them (3:13). Mordecai convinces Esther to use 
her influence to persuade the king in favor of the Jews. The challenge to Queen Esther is 
in getting to see him. King Waffle will do anything he is advised to do. 

 
Esth.  5 "Even to half the kingdom . . . (v. 3)" is an expression of royal exaggeration. He had no 

intention of giving anyone such a gift. The recipient of the offer must be wise enough to 
ask what they want, but not too much. To be greedy would push the king's graciousness to 
anger and probably death. The same holds true with Herod's offer (Luke 6:23). When 
Herodius' daughter asked for John the Baptist's head, it was not Herod's will, but well 
within "reason" in a perverted sort of way. Esther, on the other hand, makes a very simple 
request. Haman's pride and arrogance blinds him to the strange goings-on (v. 12). 

 
Esth.  6 Although the Name of God is not in the Book of Esther, His hand is all through it. King 

Ahasuerus knows that Mordecai is a Jew (v. 10). He was so disinterested in Haman's edict 
that he didn't even know what people were to be destroyed. The irony of verses 4-12 
makes it clear that God has a great sense of humor. The chapter ends with a depressed 
Haman unknowingly arriving at his last meal. 

 

                                                 
3 Pur is the singular form of the word Purim - an annual Jewish holiday that began in Esther 9:21. 
More information about Purim on December 21. 
 



Heb. 5 JESUS IS SUPERIOR: to the Priesthood (5:1-10; Cont. from 4:14), for Jesus became a 
priest, not by lineage (as the Levitical priests did) but by heavenly appointment based on 
His perfect life. Before the writer can get back to Melchizedek, he must do more teaching 
(v. 11-14). He does expound more about Melchizedek in chapter 7. Meditate on verse 14. 
Mature Christian can train their physical senses to discern good and evil. What an 
advantage that would give in living for God. 

 
 

DECEMBER 22 
 
Esth.  7 King Ahasuerus was not turning godly (he appears to have taken the money - v. 4, cp. 3:9) 

nor was he primarily protecting his wife. He was interested only in preserving his position 
and safety. Esther called him a "foe" (v. 6), an enemy of the king; one who did not have 
the king's best interest at heart. What an understatement (v. 7)! The king goes to the 
garden to think. Remember, he is not known for his resoluteness. When he returns, he 
thinks Haman is physically assaulting Esther (they would eat in a reclining position). That 
is the last straw. The king then finds out the rest of Haman's plan (v. 9). 

 
Esth.  8 The king, having disposed of Haman, must be approached again to bring him to action (v. 

3-6). He assigns Esther and Mordecai to come up with an edict that will neutralize the 
Haman edict, but not nullify it (for the laws of the Medes and Persians cannot be 
revoked). Only two months and ten days had passed since Haman's decree (v. 9, cp. 3:12). 
The goal was NOT battle, bloodshed, and spoil (v. 13), but rather to take away incentive 
for any Gentiles to start an attack. 

 
Esth. 9 Hatred for God's people is a part of this age. Those who hated the Jews took this 

opportunity to try to destroy them. But God was still intervening. It is clear that the Jews 
were not using this turn of events for personal gain, nor did they kill women and children 
(v. 15,16). It can be assumed that Haman's ten sons were leaders in the anti-Semitism 
movement (v. 7-10, 13, 14). Queen Esther asks for a second day of destroying the enemies 
of the Jews, in Susa only (v. 13). Why she did is not explained - for Haman's edict (3:13) 
allows only one day of attack on the Jews. This marvelous event - turning certain death 
into complete victory was to be celebrated annually (v. 20-32 declared by Haman, not 
God). Jews still celebrate it today on the 14th and 15th of the twelfth month, Adar 
(February/ March). The formal celebration not only commemorates the deliverance of the 
Jews, and honors Esther & Mordecai, but also rails at Haman. 

 
Esth. 10 This short chapter contrasts the character of one with limited power (who was 

undeserving of it) to Mordecai, who had almost unlimited power but used it for blessing 
others. 

 
Heb. 6 After telling his readers (5:11) that they are not ready to consume solid food (more truth 

about Melchizedek), instead of spending time pandering their chosen immaturity (5:12) he 
says, "Here is the milk that you need to mature (v. 1,2). Now, let's press on!" Anyone who 
believes that a person, once saved, cannot ever give up his salvation, has to deal with 6:4-
8. If it is not a child of God giving up his salvation, what is it? The writer of Hebrews, 



after warning them, encourages them (v. 9-20) to go on with God (See introduction to 
Hebrews - Dec. 17 paragraph 2). He concludes by going back to Melchizedek (v. 20). He 
wants to explain the importance of Melchizedek to illustrate the supremacy of Jesus 
(chapter 7). 

 
 

DECEMBER 23 
 
Ezra 7 Now, sixty years after the events in chapter 6, Ezra is called forth to lead the second wave 

of Jews out of Babylon. Artexerxes is the king who followed Ahasuerus (Esther's 
husband). Esther's influence could well be the instrument God used for Ezra and 
Nehemiah's royal favor. The mention of how long the journey took (v. 9) was a tribute to 
God's faithfulness. This will be explained in more detail in Chapter 8. 

 
Ezra 8 Chapter 8 expounds on 7:8,9. In chapters 8 and 9, Ezra writes in the first person. The 

Levites (v. 15) were in charge of temple duty. They were not allowed to offer sacrifices. It 
appears that, initially, none wanted to come. In Babylon the Levites could have owned 
land, houses, and businesses, which was forbidden them in Israel. Serving God or 
Mammon has always been a stumbling block to God's people. The journey would take 
about four months (7:9). They would travel over roads that were known for frequent 
robberies - remember the value of their cargo (v. 25-27). Ezra had made a statement of 
faith in God and now had to prove it (v. 22). A positive attitude can only take one so far - 
they needed God (v. 23). 

 
Heb. 7 The writer tells the story of Gen. 14 (v. 1-3) and uses the event to illustrate the superiority 

of Jesus. 
1.) Melchizedek had no recorded birth or death; Jesus had no beginning or end (v. 

3,8). 
2.) Jesus, like Melchizedek wasn't born into the priesthood, but earned it by His 

obedience (5:6-10; 7:3,6). 
3.) In a very true sense, the priestly tribe of Levi tithed to Melchizedek (v. v. 4-10). 

So also we give our tithe to Jesus (through local churches), not a priesthood. 
4.) Both Jesus and Melchizedek have the God given right to bless those to whom 

God has given great promises (v. 6). 
 
NOTE: The high priesthood of the order of Melchizedek is CLOSED. Do not fall for 
someone or some group declaring membership to it. There is need for only one high 
priest. Since Jesus will never die, that position is forever filled. 

The rest of the chapter (v. 11-28) continues to build the case of the supremacy of 
Jesus in every area of priesthood. Read it carefully and understand. 

 
 

DECEMBER 24 
 
Ezra 9 Do not mistakenly apply the sin of verses 1-4 to interracial marriages in the New 

Covenant. Intermarriage was a breach of the Old Covenant because it threatened the 



future of God's people as distinct from the rest of the world. They were more than a 
nation, they were a church (God's separated people). Compare that thought to II 
Corinthians 6:14. The threat to God's people has always been in mixing the holy and the 
common. Many people today try to "marry" Christianity with other beliefs. The tendency 
of tolerance is really lukewarmness. What can we learn from Ezra's reaction (v. 3,4)? 
Notice that Ezra prays through before he acts. Never again will the Jews worship idols of 
wood or stone, but they find other ways to sin. 

 
Ezra 10 Knowing the testimony of Scripture (both Old and New) forced, mass divorce is unheard 

of. Rather than explain or justify Ezra's desperate measures to protect the purity of the 
people of God, let's apply the principle to the Church. The issue is obedience and 
faithfulness. Can the leadership of the Church indulge in or even accept sin as okay and 
remain faithful to the Lord?  NO. 

 
Heb. 8 JESUS MINISTERS IN A BETTER TABERNACLE (v. 1-5)  

THE COVENANT JESUS RATIFIED IS SUPERIOR (v.6-13) 
What makes the New Covenant better? 
1. (v. 6) It has been enacted on better _______________. 

What are some better promises that you can think of? 
2. (v. 10) He will put His _______ into our _________. 
3. (v. 10) He will write them upon our __________.  

Why are #2 & #3 important? 
4. (v. 11) No one will have to teach another because __________  ___________  
____________  _______________.     When will this happen? 
5. (v. 12) God will be merciful to our ________________. 
6. (v. 12) God will remember our _________ no _________. 

How does this compare to the annual Day of Atonement in the Old Testament? 
 
 

DECEMBER 25 
 
Neh.  1 Thirteen years have passed since King Artexerxes sent Ezra to Israel. The temple 

completed, the people started building the walls to the city of Jerusalem. A letter to King 
Artexerxes stops the work just as it gets started (Ezra 4:7-23). Thirteen years after King 
Artexerxes sent Ezra to Israel (cp. v. 1 to Ezra 7:7), Nehemiah enters God's history. 
Nehemiah's ministry to Israel is twofold: (1.) Rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (Chapters 1-
7) and (2.) Restore the people to God (Chapters 8-13). Building the wall was easier. A 
cupbearer was possibly the closet friend to the king. He tasted the wine to keep the king 
from being poisoned. 

 
Neh.  2 Four months after chapter one, Nehemiah risks his life in approaching the king. Although 

arriving in Jerusalem with a military escort certainly started people wondering, very few 
knew why he had come. Before Nehemiah could address the people, he wanted to see 
what the job really was (v. 12-16). The people's heart was ready (v. 18). But opposition 
was right behind (v. 19-20). Sanballot was governor of Samaria and Tobiah was governor 



on Ammon. Both are mentioned in non-Biblical documents. As governors, they heard of 
Nehemiah's mission before Jerusalem did (v. 9,10). 

 
Heb. 9 He describes (v. 1-10) the Old Covenant tabernacle (or temple). 

JESUS MINISTERS IN A BETTER TABERNACLE: He entered with HIS blood, not the 
blood of a sacrificial animal (v. 11-14). A covenant (v. 15-22) is known today by the term 
"last will and testament". That is where we get the terms Old Testament and New 
Testament. The Old Testament tabernacle and furnishings were a mere copy of the 
heavenly ones (Acts 7:44, Heb. 8:5). What was illustrated on earth through types and 
shadows, Jesus fulfilled in the true holy place (v. 23-28). 

 
 

DECEMBER 26 
 
Neh.  3 The main observation in this chapter is the unity of the people - a unity crossing economic 

positions, and personal goals. A common task, goal, or difficulty will either unite a people 
(a nation, family or church) or it will separate them. 

 
Neh.  4 The nations around Israel realize that this task might succeed. They are so opposed that 

they risk the wrath of Persia to try to stop it. They start with ridicule (v. 1-3) and turn to 
threats (v. 7-8). The saying (v. 10) appears to be a dirge, much like the ones sung by 
slaves in early US history. Building the wall became more than national pride - it was now 
life or death. 

 
Heb. 10:1-18 God's plan from the beginning was to deal with the sin problem and bring people 

back to Himself. The blood of animals was sufficient as a temporary atonement for sin, 
but never could change hearts (v. 1-10). Every reader of the Bible should by now 
understand that while sacrifices and offerings are fine things, they have no value unless 
they are an expression of love from the giver. Biblically, sacrifices have never bought 
God's forgiveness (cp. Gen. 4:3-7 & I Sam. 15:22). Not only does there not need to ever 
be another offering for sin, there never can be another offering for sin  (v. 26 & I Peter 
3:18). 

 
 

DECEMBER 27 
 
Neh.  5 As so often happens in times of freedom from outside opposition, conflict arises from 

inside the congregation. Nehemiah tells them that the character of a people reflects on the 
character of their god in the eyes of outsiders (v. 9). What they were doing for personal 
gain was contrary to the unity, mutual prosperity, and order that should characterize God's 
people. Nehemiah makes it clear that his actions were above reproach, even BEFORE the 
people cried out for justice. Too many people of God do what is right only when forced 
by peer pressure (v. 12) or fear of consequences (v. 13). 

 
Neh.  6 If you understand Sanballot's actions as both direct attacks and subtle temptations to 

compromise or quit, you can understand the strength of character and commitment that 



Nehemiah possessed. An enemy (or temptation) once beaten does not accept defeat, only 
a "more opportune time" (Luke 4:13). The same temptation (to quit, in this instance) can 
take on many different forms: compromise (v. 2), slander (v. 5-9), treachery (v. 10-12), 
and undermining leadership (v. 17-19). 

 
Heb. 10:19-39 In the Old Testament, only the High Priest could come into the presence of God, 

and then only with the blood of the sacrificial lamb and only once a year. Jesus' flesh was 
the ultimate "veil" (v. 20) which, in "types and shadows" was the curtain separating the 
Holy Place from the Holy of Holies (Matt. 27:51). It is beyond me how anyone can justify 
"lone ranger" Christianity in light of v. 25. V. 35-39 reminds the readers that developing 
patience is a nonnegotiable requirement to enjoy the fullness of God's blessings and plans 
for your life. This sets up Chapter 11 

 
 

DECEMBER 28 
 
Neh.  7 The majority of this chapter (v. 6-73a) is an acknowledging of the official record that was 

recorded in Ezra 2:1-70. It appears that Nehemiah is leaving for a time (cp. 2:6). Building 
the temple and the walls took almost 100 years. Now, protecting the city was a concern. 
The city is large (as outlined by the walls), but sparsely populated. What are the 
qualifications of a leader (v. 2)? 

 
Neh.  8 Nehemiah is God's chosen instrument for political leadership, Ezra for spiritual 

leadership. The people were eager to listen to this long sermon (v. 3), but the Law 
commanded it only once every seven years. (I'm sure that they got out by noon the rest of 
the time!) Over 100 years of exile would surely produce some language corruptions - 
accents, word changes, etc. That is why there was a need to translate or explain it (v. 8). 
The reading of the Law either brought great conviction of sin or great remorse from 
realizing how the goodness of God was ignored. Either way, both Ezra and Nehemiah 
considered weeping inappropriate in a time of celebration  (v. 9,10). The next day (v. 13) 
they returned to hear Ezra make application of the law. For more on the Feast of Booths 
see Lev. 23 (March 8). 

 
Heb. 11:1-19 Faith is the foundation for: 

1.) Understanding creation (v. 3). 
2.) Acceptable sacrifices (See Gen. 3 - January 2 for more information (v. 4). 
3.) Pleasing God (v. 5-6). 
4.) Saving others (v. 7). 
5.) Receiving promises (v. 8-19). V. 19 gives an important aspect of Abraham's faith in 
the "Offering up Isaac" saga in Gen. 22. 

 
 

DECEMBER 29 
 
Neh.  9 The seventh month is fully dedicated to spiritual renewal (7:73; 8:1,13,18; 9:1). After 

hearing the Law (Genesis - Deuteronomy) read (probably several times), there must be 



corresponding action or the month was nothing but ceremony. When you hear god's word, 
if you don't act on it, you will lose it. Chapter 9 is a reminding of the past. Verses 6-25 are 
the only verses in the Law covering the history of Israel. The rest (v. 26-31) was already 
recorded (Joshua - 2 Chronicles), but is not a part of the Law. Ancient treaties were 
accompanied by 1.) Statements of past relationships (v. 6-37) and  
2.) Statements about future commitments (9:38-10:39). 

 
Neh. 10 We now see the second half of the covenant - commitments of the people. The formality 

of it is clear because it is both written and then signed by the leaders of the city - political 
and spiritual. The seriousness of the covenant is found in verse 29. Curses attributed to the 
breaking of an oath were taken seriously. Have we lost important life principles when we 
lessened the importance of words, promises, and commands? 

 
Neh. 11 A temple and a city with walls was of little value unless people lived in it to protect it. It 

appears that living in Jerusalem was not the place of preference (v. 1). Of equal 
importance is the distance away from Jerusalem that the other ninety-percent lived. Find a 
map and locate as many cities as possible (v. 25-35). Beersheba (v. 30) is encroaching on 
the territory of Geshena the Arab (2:19). 

 
Heb. 11:20-40 One by one the patriarchs of the Old Testament and other heroes of faith are 

paraded by the reader to prove the point that faith in God, resident in the heart of God's 
people, is the basis of  
1.) Our walk with God,  
2.) Our ability to receive the promises of the New Covenant, and  
3.) Our hope for the future.  

Why did some conquer kingdoms and shut the mouths of lions while others of great 
faith were mocked, stoned, and otherwise put to death? 

 
 

DECEMBER 30 
 
Neh. 12 Record keeping of lineages was of utmost importance (See Ezra 2:61:63). Verses 1-11 are 

a record of the priests and Levites who came from Babylon with Zerubbabel one hundred 
years before. By following the lineage of Jeshua (Ezra 2:2) in verse 10 to determine 
generations, we can see that verses 12-21 are the second generation of priest and verses 
22-25 were the Levites who had served up to this time (v. 26). Now, they finally dedicate 
the walls (6:15). The ceremony is grand: two "praise teams" starting in the same spot and 
going opposite directions and meeting at the temple (v. 31,38,40). Great joy accompanies 
the celebration (v. 43, cp. 8:10b). 

 
Neh. 13 Religious zeal is at fever pitch (v. 1-3). Nehemiah had gone back and forth between 

Jerusalem and Babylon a number of times (2:6, 5:14, 7:2 and probably more). During one 
of his absences, the treachery of verses 4-5 took place. What did it mean? Eliashib (v. 4) 
was just in charge of a portion of the temple, he was not Eliashib the High Priest of verse 
28. Tobiah was against the worshipping of God (2:19; 4:3,7; 6:1, 12-14, 17-19). With 
Tobiah in this storage room, the temple was not prepared for its purpose - worship and 



providing the needs of the priests (v. 5, cp. v. 10). Did Tobiah need a place of refuge? 
Was he elderly, with no one but his son-in-law to take care of him? No. He was a man of 
prominence and power - this is recorded in secular documents as well. This was probably 
no more than a "retreat cottage." 

The second problem that Nehemiah found was the breaking of the Sabbath (v. 15-
22). 

The third - marrying foreign women and giving their daughters to foreigners (v. 23-
28). By intermarrying, the uniqueness of God's people would disappear. At this time, they 
were the only hope of the world, but they didn't put God above their own desires. 

 
Heb. 12 Faith doesn't always have TV show testimony outcomes. Nonetheless, it is the only way 

to live. One problem that today's Christian must overcome is the fear of death. Our faith 
for victory over our enemies must be based on glorifying God, not avoiding pain. 
Christians have a tendency to go into a "Pollyanna" ditch or a "Martyr Complex" ditch. 
Neither ditch can be supported with a balanced interpretation of scripture or history. 
Discipline and punishment is not the same. Discipline (v. 5-11) is experiencing the fruit of 
our wrong attitudes or actions born out of immaturity. Punishment is the step taken if we 
don't learn from our discipline. Think about it. Repentance is not an emotional display, but 
a heart attitude. Both Esau (v. 17) and Judas Iscariot (Matt. 27:3-10) felt sorrow for what 
they did but neither was able to receive pardon for their sins (II Cor. 7:10). 

 
DECEMBER 31 

 
Mal. 1 The second temple has been standing for about 100 years now. Nehemiah's revival was 

about 30 years ago. The people had begun to neglect the temple. The priests had begun to 
serve themselves rather than God. 

God starts out by telling them that He loves them (v. 2). "How have you loved us?" 
By letting Babylon destroy our nation? By removing the glory we once had under King 
David? By scattering us over the world?" They ask as if they were innocent victims of 
circumstances. Jacob and Esau represent Israel and Edom. Babylon destroyed both 
nations. Israel had recovered; Edom was desolate. God continues, "While we are on the 
subject of mistreatment, look at the way you treat Me (v. 6-14)." 

 
Mal. 2 Leaders are expected to hold to a higher standard than the general population. The 

unfaithfulness of the priests gain God's special rebuke (v. 1-9). Then, He goes on to 
marriages. The most quoted verse of chapter 2 is verse 16: "For I hate divorce." This verse 
has been taken out of context to beat more than a few Christians into unfathomable guilt. 
God does NOT say, "I hate divorced people." He did NOT say, "Divorce is the 
unpardonable sin." 

Jesus said that divorce happens because of the hardness of men's (generic - i.e. 
human being's) heart. Divorce shatters more lives than death does. It spews forth guilt, 
rejection, failure, and feelings of worthlessness. It not only destroys the lives of the two 
individuals involved, it affects children, grandchildren, parents, siblings, neighborhoods, 
and the church family. Everybody loses. But, there are times when there is no other 
solution. That does NOT include convenience, personal happiness, or a "better deal." God 
hates divorce, but that is only the fruit of a greater problem - man's heart. Divorce was 



rampant because of treachery (v. 14,15). Jews were divorcing their wives to marry foreign 
women (v. 10-12). Foreign women would corrupt their children and therefore the nations' 
future as God's chosen people. If God hates divorce (which He does), then He must hate 
the precursor to divorce (treachery) even more. 

They were looking at the nations around them and concluding that the people of 
those nations were more blessed than they were. They concluded and complained that 
serving God was of no value. God didn't reward their good or punish their neighbor’s evil 
(v. 17). 

 
Mal. 3 God predicts the coming of John the Baptist (v. 1 - 400 years away). This (v. 1-6) is 

another illustration of compressing two future events (the first and Second Coming of 
Jesus (some 2000 years apart) into one prophecy. Those who think serving God is useless 
will see how wrong they are when Jesus comes back (v. 2-6). 

The first three chapters of the book of Malachi is based on answers to questions that 
the people may not have voiced, but God saw them in their hearts (1:6, 2:17, 3:7,13) This 
one (v. 7) strikes deep into the pocketbook of every believer. The tithe is argued in the 
mind and heart of every believer who loves his money more than he loves God. There are 
as many excuses for not giving at least 10% to God as there are one-dollar bills in the 
average offering plate. I have never met the man who does not believe in tithing and gives 
10% or more of his money away. Yet many who practice tithing give more than 10% and 
never lack. Don't use the lame excuse that it is easier if you have more money. That is 
deception. It becomes increasingly difficult - ask the rich young ruler who wanted to 
follow Jesus. The final "whine" of the people was (v. 17), "If serving God does not 
prosper us, why bother?" God says, "Wait and see if the wicked escape (v. 16-18)." 

 
Mal. 4 The first three verses of chapter 4 conclude God's statement on how the wicked will fare 

on the last day. In verses 4-6, Moses and Elijah, who represent the Law and the Prophets 
(Matt. 17:3) are held up as reminders that God is not just working in our lifetime, but over 
time itself. John the Baptist filled the prophecy of verse 5 (Matt. 11:10,14, 17:12). John 
was NOT Elijah (for that would be reincarnation – a patently unbiblical belief), but he 
came with the same passion (spirit) as Elijah. 

 
Heb. 13 The writer starts winding down his letter by touching on many Christian values that he 

was not able to get into in detail (v. 1-9); Christian love, hospitality, Christians in prison, 
marriage, attitudes about money, honoring and imitating leaders, and remaining orthodox 
in doctrine. V. 15 - Again, understand that sacrifices given to God are not supposed to be 
painful (Gen. 3, Heb. 10:8,9) but rather joyful gifts expressing love to God (II Cor. 9:7). 
V. 17 is full of instruction. It instructs the sheep to obey and submit to their leaders. It 
instructs leaders that they have a responsibility to watch over the sheep - all of the sheep. 
It instructs the leaders that they will have to answer to God for their leadership. And, it 
says that if the sheep cause the shepherd unnecessary grief, it is unprofitable for the sheep. 
To obey and submit does not mean blind obedience or mindless submission. It DOES 
mean that we must be willing to give up some of our rights to opinion in things that don't 
really matter either way and submit our self will for the good of the body. To do this 
correctly, you must learn the difference between scriptural convictions and opinions. You 
do not submit your scriptural convictions to anyone but God. 
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